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The good news is that the one and only God,
who is holy, made us in His image to know Him.
But we sinned and cut ourselves off from Him.
In His great love, God became man in Jesus,
lived a perfect life, and died on the cross, thus
fulfilling the law Himself and taking on Himself
the punishment for the sins of all those who
would ever turn and trust in Him. He rose again
from the dead, showing that God accepted
Christ’s sacrifice and that God’s wrath against us
had been exhausted. He now calls us to repent
of our sins and to trust in Christ alone for our
forgiveness. If we repent of our sins and trust in
Christ, we are born again into a new life, an
eternal life with God.
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Maybe this is your first time to join a Small Group, or perhaps you have been
in a Small Group previously. Either way, we hope the next five weeks are
encouraging, uplifting and energizing. You may be visiting this Small Group to
connect with others or because you want to study the Bible. In CONNECTING:
Small Group Beginnings, you’ll do both! You will grow in your knowledge of
the Bible while connecting with others and building relationships.
An integral part of this study is connecting with the other people in your group
by getting to know them and by letting them get to know you. We hope that as
you meet with the purpose of growing in your relationship with God, you will
experience the blessing of being connected with other believers doing life
together. Because, after all, life really is better connected.

RPC Small Group Ministry Team
Pastor Randy Riggins | randy@rpcstaff.org | 865-274-1648
Mike Davis | miked@rpcstaff.org | 972-571-0064
Mary Davis | mary@rpcstaff.org | 972-741-9825
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Our need to be connected with others is how we were designed.

Then God said, "Let us make people
in our image, to be like ourselves …
So God created people in his own
image; God patterned them after
himself; male and female he
created them.

Genesis 1:26-27

This 5-week study was specifically created for the launching of new Small
Groups with ease and success. You will understand how connecting and
building deep relationships with the people in your Small Group will grow your
faith. And, you will discover why your unique story matters to God—and to the
people with whom you are doing life.
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BEFORE EACH SMALL GROUP MEETING


Read the “Introduction”, “Weekly Reading” and “Bible Passage” sections.



Answer the “Discussion Questions”.



For your own benefit, spend time memorizing the key Bible verse in each session.

DURING EACH SMALL GROUP MEETING


Watch the recommended video or listen to the recommended audio, when applicable.



Participate in conversation about your answers to the “Discussion Questions”.



One person will read the “Next Steps” section aloud.

NEXT STEPS
Small Groups focus on connecting with God and one another while growing in
relationship with Him and each other. Typical meetings last an hour and a half
to two hours and consist of four elements:
Receiving | 30-45 minutes: Unstructured time when you connect relationally and talk
about what is going on in your lives. This can be a time for refreshments and fellowship.
Members reach out and receive new guests.
Equipping | 45-60 minutes: Bible study/discussion, as well as sharing of personal stories.
Impacting | 20-30 minutes: Time you spend sharing needs, prayer requests and praying for
one another.
Sending | 10-15 minutes: Discuss needs of the church, local needs and international needs
your group might meet through volunteering. Encourage relational evangelism.
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INTRODUCTION
Life is not meant to live alone. That is why the central purpose of this study is for you to
connect with one another so you can establish a firm foundation for a successful Small
Group experience.

WEEKLY READING
You will also be watching the “RockPointe 10 Year
Anniversary” video together, as a group.
The mission of RockPointe Church is “To love God with all that we are while making more
and better followers of Christ.”
Our Small Groups play a crucial role in seeing that mission come to reality. They are an
intentional effort to create environments that promote life change by growing in
relationship with God and others in healthy, biblical community.
During this study, we will explore the necessity of connecting with God and with others
and how the two are essential components of growing spiritually.
Every Small Group is different. Each is made up of different people with different
backgrounds, different needs and different experiences. Additionally, each group creates
community differently because all relationships are not the same at providing it. Because
of this, creating community can have it’s challenges. But, where there are challenges,
there are also great opportunities!
Whether or not you connect with the people in this group (or another group) will be
partly determined by factors outside of your control, such as personal chemistry.
However, there is one thing for sure that is under your control—being present.
(continued )
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BIBLE PASSAGE
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day. They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily
those who were being saved. Acts 2:41-47

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


How do you see Small Group members doing their part to fulfill the mission of
RockPointe Church by living out our four-fold vision of Receive, Equip, Impact, and
Send?



What was unique about the group of people in Acts 2?



Discuss their primary activities and how they might apply to a Small Group today.



What do you believe are some of the personal benefits and opportunities of being in a
Small Group?



What would make this group successful to you?
(continued )
8

NEXT STEPS
Make a commitment to be at groups meetings. It will be impossible for you to
connect with other people if you are not around enough for them to get to
know you.
Join in! Be a part of the group by taking part in group discussions. Get to know
the people in your Small Group by learning their names, asking questions and
listening to what others have to say. Also, let them get to know you. Be open
to the possibility that you may eventually have the kind of deep relationships
in which you can be truly transparent.

And let us consider how we
may stir up one another to
love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the
Day drawing near.
Hebrews 10:24-25
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INTRODUCTION
Sometimes we put on acts. A Christian Small Group should never be a place where people
have to hide from one another. We should never feel that we have to project a certain
image to be thought well by others. Our desire is to provide an atmosphere where people
can be real and be accepted for who they really are.

WEEKLY READING

You will also be watching the “Shallow Small Group”
video via RightNow Media together, as a group.
Jesus designed Christian community to be the place where we find wholeness, an intersection
between who we are in public and who we are in private. He wants us to live honestly ,
transparently and abundantly.
Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters.
Romans 14:1
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The
prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
James 5:16
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.
John 10:10
Jesus came to release us from sin so we could connect with God, and to show us how to live
meaningfully in community with one another. A full, free life begins with a trusting relationship
with God and expands outward into trusting relationships with other people.
Just like our relationship with God, our relationship with one another must be built on trust so
we can be real with one another. The equation for achieving this is:

time + transparency = trust/being real
(continued )
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BIBLE PASSAGE
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If
anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive
themselves. Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride
in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each
one should carry their own load. Galatians 6:2-5

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he teaches them there is freedom in Christ. In this
passage he is expressing how the body of Christ functions only when the members
come together for the common good. Discuss how this passage may apply in the
setting of a Small Group.



In what ways do people present exaggerated images of themselves to the world? What
harm can exaggerations cause?



What are some things that make you feel either rejected or accepted?



What can the members of your Small Group do to create an accepting environment?



Considering the “Shallow Small Group” parody, discuss if being in a small group really
changes anything or is it just something to do.



Have you ever judged someone based on a first impression only to change your mind
when you heard more of that person’s story? What was it about hearing his or her
story that changed your mind?



How do you feel about sharing your story in this group?



How do you think sharing your story might change your relationship with the people in
this group?
(continued )
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NEXT STEPS
Trusting other people requires us to be honest with ourselves about who we are, and to
be bold enough to talk about it. That is not easy. The goal of this Small Group community
you are forming is to grow to trust one another in ways outside your normal comfort
zone. That will not happen instantly. It likely will not even happen by the end of this five
week study. But, it can happen and it begins with connecting with one another in a way
where you truly get to know each other.
Over the next sessions (and possibly even after this study) you will tell your stories. You
may be eager to let others know who you are, or you may be filled with anxiety.
Challenge yourself to be open and transparent. Let these people know who you really are.
As you think through your story, it may help to ask yourself the questions on the following
page.

Accept one another, then,
just as Christ accepted you, in
order to bring praise to God.
Romans 15:7
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Who are the people who have most influenced me?

What are my greatest successes? What obstacles did I overcome to achieve those successes?

What my greatest failures? What did I learn from those failures?

In what ways has God influenced my relationships, successes, and failures?

As you think through telling your story, consider the things you have wanted: career, family, adventure,
Spiritual experiences. Think about the obstacles you have faced while in pursuit of these items.

NOTE: The goal of your story is not to entertain. It does not have to be dramatic or funny (although it may
be both). The goal is to share with your group the events and experiences that have helped make you who
you are today.
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INTRODUCTION
Untold stories are missed opportunities to relate God’s work in our lives. When we
connect our stories with His, and then share them with others, we glorify Christ and lift
His name high.

WEEKLY READING
You will also be listening to the song “My Story” by Big
Daddy Weave, as a group.
Everyone loves a great story. Whether a legend, a book, or a feature film, a great story
can draw us in, capture us and inspire us.
We each have great personal stories of our own, but sometimes our own stories feel small
by comparison. They can even seem messy, or lacking meaning and power. For many,
they don’t seem compelling enough to share.
However, there are some personal stories we should be sharing: The ones that connect
with God’s story . Stories of faith, hope and redemption are the ones we should be
telling because they shine the spotlight on Christ and His love for us.

(continued )
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BIBLE STORY
The story of Moses recorded in the Bible provides a good example of how
various elements in a person’s life can affect who they become later on.
Consider some of the following biographical snapshots from this man’s life:


Born to Hebrew parents, enslaved in Egypt.



Escaped being murdered as a baby.



Raised in the home of Egyptian royalty.



Fled into the wilderness after killing a man.



Married a woman he had once protected from danger.



Became a shepherd, tending sheep in a foreign land.



Had a unique encounter with God through a burning bush.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


How do you think these experiences affected the kind of person Moses became?



How did they prepare him for what he would eventually be called upon to do?



As you continue to think about your story in preparation for sharing it, consider the
following prompts:



What are three significant relationships you have had?



What are three achievements you are most proud of?



What are three especially memorable experiences in your life?



What are three disappointments or frustrations you have experienced?
(continued )
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NEXT STEPS
In Christian community, we share ourselves. Maybe not all the time and maybe not all at once, but this is
the goal: to be real in every relationship and to actively build a few relationships in which nothing is held
back.
We all struggle with sin and its effects. Bringing our struggles out into the light is the only way we
become free from them. We do that by allowing ourselves to truly know and be known by others.
The idea of trusting other people with our true selves can be scary because they might reject or
condemn us. But think about it… If someone in this room opened up to you, would you reject or
condemn him or her? Or, would you offer support and be more inclined to be honest about who you are
in return? If you would respond with understanding, kindness and compassion, why would you assume
the worst about others?

Come and hear, all you who
fear God, and I will tell you
what He has done for my soul.
Psalm 66:16
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INTRODUCTION
You are getting to know each other beyond the surface details of hobbies, jobs,
hometowns, and where you went to school. So now what? Building trust in community is
an ongoing process, so you will continue getting to know each other and sharing your
stories. Throughout the life of your Small Group you will read and discuss the Bible, pray
with and for one another, help members in a time of need, and fellowship together. But
there is something else you need to do—be the church (local) and the Church (universal)
by investing in the lives of others.
The church (local) is RockPointe Church and our Small Groups are an extension of our
church. The Church (universal) is made up of every single person who has exercised faith in
Jesus Christ for salvation, including members of every local church body throughout the
earth.

WEEKLY READING
You will also be watching the “Small Group Lock-out”
video via RightNow Media together, as a group.
Luke 9:48 teaches us that Christian community is to be outwardly focused. We
are to be concerned with those who do not know Jesus, as well as those who
are helpless, needy, or poor. The parable found in Matthew 25:35-40 describes
acts of mercy we can all do every day. We have no excuse for neglecting those
who have deep spiritual and physical needs. As individual believers and as the
Church, we have a responsibility to express to the unloved, and even the
seemingly unlovable, the grace and the mercy that we receive from God.
(continued )
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BIBLE STORY
Just before His crucifixion, Jesus prepared His disciples for His death. He began
to demonstrate what they would need to do to establish His Church and
transform the world. During His last meal with them, He did something

remarkable.
Read John 13:1-18
Jesus introduced the kind of community He wanted His followers to live when
He washed His disciples’ feet. He wants us to persistently place others and
their needs ahead of ourselves.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


When you consider serving with your Small Group, how does that make you feel?



How do you think serving together could change the relationship of this Small Group?



What is the connection between investing in others and growing in your relationship
with God?



What kinds of things keep us from investing or serving others?



Is there a group, ministry, non-profit, or specific need within your community that you
personally support or feel passionate about?

(continued )
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NEXT STEPS
Small Group IMPACT is an opportunity for small groups to be intentional about being the hands and feet
of Jesus. By investing time, talents and resources, Small Groups can create positive change in the lives of
people in need. At the beginning of each quarter, your Small Group Ministry team will send out a
reminder to consider selecting or creating an outreach opportunity for which to make an impact.
Your Small Group can:


Consider the specific outreach opportunities that are just right for Small Groups. This list includes the
who, what, when, and how of specific outreach opportunities so it is easy for your group to get
involved and serve.



Search other outreach opportunities RockPointe Church supports.



Get creative! Identify a group, ministry, non-profit, or specific need within your
community, or one that a member of your group supports/feels passionate about.

Visit RPC.FM/SGImpact for more information and for outreach opportunities.

You, my brothers and sisters, were
called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather,
serve one another humbly in love. For
the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this
one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”
Galatians 5:13-14
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INTRODUCTION
Over the past 4 sessions, you have learned what it means to connect with each other—to be present, to
be real, and to be the Church - all within the context of a Small Group community. You have also begun
sharing your stories and getting to know one another through time and transparency. Now is the time to
commit to continuing as an extension of RockPointe Church as a Small Group.
If you personally decide not to move forward with this group, please let the Small Group Ministry Team
know. If this group is not a fit for you, no worries, but do not give up on the idea of a Small Group
community. All Small Groups are different and there is one out there for you!

WEEKLY READING
You will also be watching the “Small Group Lineup”
video via RightNow Media together, as a group.
To aid in the life and continuation of your Small Group, consider the following benchmarks patterned
after RockPointe’s vision to Receive, Equip, Impact, and Send:
RECEIVE:
* Members reach out to include others who need a place to belong.
* Gatherings are a comfortable environment for guests and members alike.
* Members demonstrate care and interest for others.
EQUIP:
* Members demonstrate vibrant spiritual lives of Bible study, prayer and other spiritual disciplines.
* Members are prepared and/or engaged for study and discussion during gatherings.
* Members give and receive counsel in a manner that is humble and sincere.
IMPACT
* Members sacrificially use their time, talent and financial resources to serve each other.
* Members have an awareness of their spiritual gifts and use their gifts to edify the body.
* Members seek out opportunities to minister to the needs of those in their sphere of influence.
SEND
* Members can explain salvation using key Bible texts as their own salvation experience.
* Members use their resources to help send others out to do ministry.
* Members are willing to explore prayerfully ways God may be calling them to be sent across the street or
across the globe.

(continued )
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BIBLE STORY
Refer to the passage from Session #1, Acts 2:41-47, as you read the following passages and “Discussion
Questions”
Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power the
apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need. Acts 4:32-35
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose
against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the
word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to
prayer and to the ministry of the word.” ... And the word of God continued to increase, and the number
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the
faith. Acts 6:1-7

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


Discuss how this Small Group can provide a predictable environment where group
members can pursue healthy relationships and spiritual growth.



Discuss the importance of confidentiality and respect in this Small Group.



Referring to the passages from this Session, what evidence was there that these
groups of people were growing both as individuals and as a community of believers?



What impact were these people having on others beyond their own groups?

(continued )
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NEXT STEPS
Congratulations! You have completed CONNECTING: Small Group Beginnings and we hope you have
been connected with the other people in your Small Group in a real and meaningful way.
At this point, your Leader(s) will review the values and goals of the “Small Group Pledge”, and you will be
asked to affirm those values and goals. Additionally, you will determine how members will share
responsibilities. On the following page are some suggested roles to consider.
Our recommendation at this point is that your next group meeting be a social gathering to celebrate
what you have experienced together. You will also want to continue the sharing of personal stories, if
needed, and decide what your group will study next.

A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are My
disciples, if you love one another.
John 13:34-35
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Every group member has an important role to play. Consider the following suggested ways
to be involved in the leadership of your group.

APPRENTICE LEADER
Someone who may be starting their own groups in the next year. An Apprentice is
mentored by their Small Group Leader and takes turns leading group meetings and
overseeing other aspects of the group in preparation for leading their own group someday.
RECEIVING COORDINATOR

Takes responsibility for the hosting responsibilities, coordinates refreshments and meals
for group gatherings, and ensures that all group guests receive prompt and friendly
follow-up.
EQUIPPING COORDINATOR
Helps lead the discipleship efforts of the group by making study recommendations and
helping to facilitate discussions.
IMPACTING COORDINATOR
Looks for opportunities for the group to serve and who coordinates participation with
Small Group IMPACT.

SENDING COORDINATOR
Helps keep the group outwardly focused in terms of sending opportunities within the
church (i.e. missionary care, mission trips, etc…).
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I/We, the member(s) of the ______________________ Small Group, in order to help
fulfill the mission of RockPointe Church, agree to uphold the following promises:
REGARDING VISION
I/We will help our group create a receiving atmosphere by being welcoming and friendly
to group members and guests alike. I/We will be sensitive to the needs and interests of
others and respectful of information shared in confidence.
I/We will help create an environment conducive to equipping myself /ourselves and
others in the group. I/We will be prepared for group discussions, as well as humble in
sharing my/our opinions, and gracious in listening to others.
I/We will participate in impacting the lives of others. I/We recognize that my/our time,
talents, financial resources, and spiritual gifts are not intended solely for my/our own
benefit but also for the benefit of others.
I/We will foster a sending culture in our group. I/We will commit to developing an
evangelistic outlook in my/our sphere of influence and encourage others to give and to go
into their respective mission fields.
OTHER COMMITMENTS
I/We will share responsibility for the ministry of my/our group. The success or failure of
our group is not solely dependent on our leader. It rests on me/us too.
I/We will participate regularly and faithfully in the life of my/our group, including regular
group attendance.

___________________________
Name

___________________________
Name
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