
 
Dear Church Partners, 
 
Greetings in the Name of Christ Jesus the Lord!  I want to thank all of you, on behalf of Wells of Joy, for 
your partnership and support of the ministry.  We are extremely appreciative of your prayers, your 
financial generosity, your wisdom and advice, and for sending church members to visit with us in 
Kenya.  My hope is that this update will not only be informational, but also will be a window into the fruit 
that is being borne out of the love of our partners and the labor of our staff.  God's mercy and favor has 
been upon us, and we rightly bless His Name! 
 
Charelle & I took a team of 20 people to visit Wells of Joy in Nairobi, as well as many other Kenyan 
ministries, in late July/early August.  We had people come from 4 states and 3 countries.  In all, 8 different 
churches were represented.  While we were there, we had the opportunity to tour the Wells of Joy school 
in the Lunga Lunga slums; hear Pastor Geoffrey's (the Director of WOJ) heart and story; meet with the 
teachers; play with, serve lunch to, and pray over the children; pray over the land; and deliver much 
needed supplies.  Charelle & I also had a meeting with the other Board members, which is always a sweet 
time to bring the Kenyan side and the US side of the Board of Directors together.  Hannah Baugh, our full-
time staff missionary serving at WOJ, also joined us.  Bullet-pointed below are some of the updates from 
the meetings that I'm pleased to present: 

• There had been a recent Cholera outbreak in the slums.  Water was in short supply because the 
Muslims in the slum cut our water lines and redirected our water to their mosque.  Thankfully, 
we were able to raise some emergency funds in order to dig a well, replace our damaged water 
lines, and purchase a new water tank.  At present, the school is clean and has resumed running 
water. 

• We had 2 interns over the summer - Caleb & Sam.  They were instrumental in advancing the 
ministry forward, and we are so grateful for their work. 

• Love Africa recently paid a visit to WOJ.  They were very supportive of our mission to transform 
the slums.  They did home visits to some of our children's dwellings and also prayer walked 
through the slums. 

• Hannah & Nancy (Board member) visited with 6 school children's families over the summer, 
bringing food & supplies. 

• All of our Class 8 children now have their own personal Bibles. 
• Several months ago, we began boarding our Class 8 children, along with a few from Class 7 (we 

call this program Uzima, which is Swahili for Life).  These children are most at risk of dropping out 
of school to help their families.  They are also most at risk for being sold into sex slavery or 
choosing a life of prostitution.  Many of them have no lights in their homes and share a single 
living space with their entire family.  Once the sun goes down, there is no opportunity for them 
to do school work or study for their high school entry exams.  Boarding them not only helps with 
their education, but it also allows us to more positively influence them and saturate them with 
the Gospel.  For example:



 

o Since we began boarding, performance on exams has improved.  In Term 1, the average 
score for the class was 254, the top score was 355, and we had 4 children score under 
200.  In Term 2, the average score for the class was 267, the top score was 358, and we 
only had 2 children score below 200.  We believe that for the last term, we could have 4-
5 children score over 400 (500 is a perfect score), which would allow them to reach the 
best National schools in Kenya.  What a change of trajectory in the lives of these kids! 

o Each week, on Wednesday nights and Thursday mornings, Hannah leads the Uzima 
students in a Bible Study, Worship, and Discipleship program.  Hannah has reported that 
recently one of our Class 8 students accepted Jesus as Lord & Savior.  Please rejoice with 
us that God is saving these children from the perils of the streets as well as eternally! 

Current Needs: 

• Teams to come visit us the Spring and Summer of 2018.  Specific teams we're looking for (although 
we'll take any and all comers!) - Teacher team to help train our teachers, a team to run a VBS 
(Vacation Bible School) for our children, a Medical team to assess our children and perform some 
minor treatments, and a team willing to do a prayer walk through the slums. 

• Sponsors for our children and specific classes 
• Funding for Food & Beds for the Boarding (Uzima) program 
• Prayers for Pastor Geoffrey and Hannah's visit to the US from October 6th - 30th 
• Prayers for our Class 8 children to do well on the High School entry exams; also, continued 

salvation for these Uzima kids. 
• Prayers for us to win the confidence of the Lunga Lunga community.  Pray that God would break 

the slum mentality, the dehumanized mindset, and the ignorance about education. 

Thank you once again!  Please feel free to email or call me with any questions.  May God continue to bless 
you. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 
Josh Raybuck 
Chairman - Wells of Joy 
(469) 358-6869 


