Our Mess Ups Don’t Mess Up God’s Plan
Isaac traveled to the land of Abraham’s
kindred where he met and married Rebekah.
Just like Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and
Rebekah experienced diﬃculty in having
children. Isaac sought the Lord in prayer
that he and Rebekah might have children
and God ultimately granted his request.
During the pregnancy, Rebekah could
feel the children struggling within her.
Rebekah prayed to the Lord and He said,
“Two nations are in your womb, and two
peoples from within you shall be divided;
the one shall be stronger than the other,
the older shall serve the younger” (Gen.
25:23). This is the story of Jacob and Esau.
Rebekah gave birth to twins. “The ﬁrst
came out red, all his body like a hairy
cloak, so they called his name Esau” (Gen.
25: 25) . Esau was stro ng, a skil l ed hunte r,
and the favorite child of Isaac. The second
child “came out with his hand holding
Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob.”
Jacob’s name gives revelation of his
character. Jacob’s name literally means that
he grasps the heel, but it is a play on the
word “deceiver.”
Jacob’s ﬁrst deceptio n c ame through
t he acquisi ti on of Esau’s bir thri ght. Esau,
b e i n g f a m i s h e d f ro m a h u n t , re q u e s t e d
a b ow l of stew f ro m Jaco b. Jaco b t he n
made the trade of a bowl of stew for Esau’s
b ir t h ri ght . T he bir thr ight of the fam ily
gave a d ouble po r tio n of the inherit a nce
to th e e lde st chil d al o ng with judici al
authority in the family. Jacob took advantage
of Esau’s condition while Esau valued a
bowl of stew equal to his birthright.
Jacob’s se co nd great deceptio n was
accomplished with the help of his mother,
Re be kah . Isaac, being advanced in ye ar s ,
began to lose his sight. Rebekah and Jacob
the n sc he m e d fo r a way to o btain the
fami ly ble ssi ng f ro m Esa u as wel l . Ja co b
covered himself in animal hair to emulate
the fe e l of h i s brother. He then went
to hi s fath e r with stew, pre se nting him se l f as Esau, and received the fam ily
b l e ssi ng. While the birthright gave material and judicial favor, the family blessing
provided spiritual bl essing to the re c ip i e nt.
After stealing Esau’s birthright, Jacob
ﬂed to stay with his distant relatives. The

deceiver was deceived and Jacob worked 14 years
for two w i v e s , L e a h a n d R a c h e l . J a c o b e v e n t u a l l y decided to return home to his family. He
feared his brother, Esau, but knew that they
would have to face one another. The night before his return, Jacob wrestled with God and
received a new name, Israel. God gave Jacob
the name of his chosen people. Jacob returned
home and Esau met him with open arms.
Throughout the story of Jacob and Esau we see
mistake after mistake. Isaac and Rebekah failed in
parenting as a result of their favoritism. Jacob deceived his brother to take what was not rightfully
his. Esau did not give value to what God has ascribed valuable. Jacob’s wives were married to
him under false pretenses. Despite all these failures and mistakes, our mess ups don’t mess up
God’s plan.

