Jacob eventually had twelve sons in total,
w h o w o u l d l a t e r m a r k t h e t we l v e t r i b e s o f
Israel (Gen. 35:23-26). Joseph, the oldest son of
Rachel, was loved by Jacob more than all of his
brothers. Just like his favoritism to his wives,
Jacob’s favoritism was not hidden among his
sons. Jacob gave Joseph a special robe made
of many colors. Joseph’s new gift signiﬁed a
place of authority and honor over his brothers.
Jacob’s favoritism led Joseph’s brothers into a
deep hatred of him (Gen. 37: 4).
Though Jacob was the original source of strife
within this particular generation, Joseph did
not help the situation. Joseph had dreams as a
young man of sheaves of wheat, stars, the sun
and the moon bowing before him. Joseph went
on to inform his brothers and parents that they
would one day bow before him. Upon hearing
these dreams and interpretations, his brothers
hated him even more.
T h e i nte rnal hatred of Jo seph’s brot he r s b e came too great and it led to outward
ac t i on. Jo se p h’s brother s str ipped him of his
c l o ak, sold hi m into sl aver y, and told Jacob
he was killed by a wild animal. Joseph worked
himself out of slavery in Egypt into a place of
esteem, but once again hit rock bottom. Potiphar, the owner of the house Joseph managed,
had a wife who desired Joseph. She attempted
to seduce Joseph to no avail, but still told lies
that he attacked her. Potiphar then place Joseph

God is with You Wherever You Go

in prison. Joseph’s life was in a cycle of highs and
lows, but God had a plan.
While in prison, Joseph continued using his gift
of interpreting dreams. One of his fellow prisoners joined the court of Pharaoh and spoke of Joseph’s gifts. Joseph consulted Pharaoh on the
meaning of a dream that foretold of a famine in
Egypt. Pharaoh gave Joseph charge of Egypt to
prepare the land for the famine to come. Under
Joseph’s leadership, Egypt was able to maintain her food supplies while every other region
suﬀered.
The famine made its way to Joseph’s homeland,
as did the news of Egypt’s prosperity. Joseph’s
brothers journeyed to Egypt for food where they
were reconciled to Joseph. Joseph’s family moved
to Egypt and ﬂourished under his rule. When Ja cob passed, Joseph’s brothers feared retaliation,
but Joseph saw the bigger picture. Joseph
told them, “As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that
many people should be kept alive, as they are
today” (Gen. 50:20). God is always in control.

