
 

Waiting 
With Christmas fast approaching, we will soon be immersed into a season of waiting. We’re 
going to decorate our homes and front yards. We’re going to buy gifts and place them under our 
trees. We’re going to sing Christmas carols and light advent candles, as we wait in anticipation 
for one day. Then it comes - Christmas morning. As believers in Jesus Christ, we await 
something as well, but it is far greater and far more important than gifts. We wait on the Lord. 
The Bible talks a lot about this idea. Psalm 27:14 says, “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let 
your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” Galatians 5:5 says, “For through the Spirit, by faith, 
we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.” This repeating message calls for our 
attention. But what exactly does it mean to wait on God? In our lives we find two inevitable 
truths: the first is that we will experience trials and tribulations. We will have difficult days. The 
second truth is that Christ has overcome the world, and all that is in the world, including our 
individual specific struggles (John 16:33). How then do we get from one to the other - from 
experiencing trials to rejoicing in the victory that Christ won for us? God does not ever promise 
that our lives will be free from sadness or suffering, so it’s easy to become discouraged when 
those things happen. The hymn “Come Thou Fount” says it so perfectly: Our hearts are prone to 
wander. We are tempted to forget the Gospel and operate based off our own feelings and 
circumstances. But how do we stay aligned with God? How do we keep ourselves from drifting? 
How do we wait on the Lord? 
 
We Remember God’s Faithfulness Before 
 
We can look to The Scriptures to find evidences of God’s faithfulness. God fights for His people, 
and God stays loyal to His people. In the book of Exodus, the Israelites were held captive and 
bound in slavery by the mighty Egyptians for four centuries. During that period of time, there 
was not a nation on earth more powerful than Egypt. God delivered His people through the Red 
Sea and into the promised land, and in so doing, protected them from their enemy. God did not 
forget about them, but instead stepped into their world, fought their battle for them, and most 
surely won. God is faithful because He goes before us and fights for us. The book of Exodus 
contains story after story of God’s people being unfaithful. They even worshipped other gods, 
yet God did not ever leave them. God remained perfectly faithful to the ever-wandering kingdom 
of Israel. In the book of Samuel, King David committed adultery with a woman and had her 
husband killed. He constantly forgot who God was, yet God was steadfast to keep His covenant. 
He also called David back to Himself multiple times. For the believer in Christ, there is a 
sweetness to conviction which draws our hearts back to the Father. That is His faithfulness at 
work. All throughout the Old Testament, God promised faithfulness. He promised deliverance 
and rest for His people. God proved Himself trustworthy by destroying Israel’s enemies and 
staying by His word that He would never leave or forsake His people. God most surely kept all 
of His promises. 
 
 
 



 

We Cling To God’s Faithfulness Today 
 
The greatest evidence of God’s faithfulness towards us is found at the cross. The apostle Paul 
tells us that this is crucial for us to understand (1 Corinthians 15:3-8). All of us were dead in our 
trespasses and sins, yet God sent the Son to die as a sacrifice for us. God is faithful to us 
because He made a way for salvation - a gift He did not owe us. The cross and the resurrection 
are our greatest celebration as Christians. It is where God yells out, “Done” in the face of the 
enemy. All of our sins - past, present, and future - have been paid for. Whatever we face today, 
we can rest knowing that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of Christ Jesus 
(Romans 8:38-39). 
 
Not only do we marvel at the saving work of Christ, but we also celebrate the fact that the same 
power that raised Christ from the dead is at work in us. Philippians 1:6 says this, “He who began 
a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” This means that the 
Holy Spirit of God is actively at work in our hearts, changing us and making us more and more 
into the likeness of Christ. We have a responsibility to actively fight against sin and pursue 
holiness (James 2), but we can rest knowing that God will finish the work He has started in us. 
No matter how stuck you may feel, and no matter how dark the day, we can cling to the fact that 
God is faithful to us. Believing this should give rest to our hearts. We don’t have to try to earn 
our salvation - it was bought for us at the cross. We also don’t have to work to keep our 
salvation - it is sustained for us. God finishes all that He started, and He cannot lose what He 
buys. 
 
 
We Believe In God’s Faithfulness To Come 
 
In between the cross and the final return of Christ is where we find ourselves today. God has 
rescued us from the penalty of sin through Jesus, but we have not been fully delivered from the 
presence of sin. God will one day crush Satan forever, and that is the day for which we are 
currently waiting. Until that day comes, we will still wage war against sin, and we will experience 
trials. In these moments, we must cling to God’s unwavering faithfulness to come. Don’t lose 
heart - Jesus will make all things new. God has not forgotten about you. God has not lost control 
of your life. Richard Baxter says it this way: “Christ leads me through no darker rooms than He 
went through before.” The Lord is always with you, no matter how painful the moment may be. 
He is near to the brokenhearted. He is an ever-present help in the day of trouble. (Psalm 46:1). 
We have our eyes fixed on that day where we will finally be in the full presence of God. 
 
Jesus has come and will come again. That is the hope that we have as Christians. The first 
Advent has come, and the second Advent is yet to come. Our hope is not found in 
circumstances working out in our favor. Our hope isn’t in our family or our friends. Our hope is 
Christ alone. This is the Gospel. If we remember God’s faithfulness before, cling to God’s 
faithfulness today, and believe in God’s faithfulness to come, we will be people who see the 
world rightly. We will be equipped to walk through life and believe what is true about our current 



 

situation. This is universal to all believers - even those for whom things are going well. 
Everything in the world that we love can be taken from us. But if our deepest joy is set on Christ, 
that can never be taken away from us. 
 
Waiting is incredibly difficult. It creates uneasiness and anticipation. But the call to believers is to 
wait on the promises of God. We wait for that day when we, with joy, will say, “Behold, this is our 
God. We have waited for Him that He might save us” (Isaiah 25:9). This Christmas, may we be 
a people who rejoice in the true treasure of this season - that Christ has come and will come 
again. God has always been faithful, and He will always be faithful. He has never forgotten 
about you - not even once. He oversees all of our days, including our days of disorder. There is 
nothing so chaotic that God doesn’t perfectly govern. Be encouraged today that God is 
constantly at work in seasons of waiting, and He is never ever late. 


