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PREFACE 

Leviticus (the third book of the Torah / Pentateuch) is certainly not the most popular book of Scripture. At 
first glance, it seems like just a long list of strange rituals and antiquated rules. But that’s far from the 
reality. When examined closely, Leviticus has as much meaning today as it did when first written. In fact, 
it may have even more significance to us because we have the advantage of hindsight. We’ve had 
thousands of years of history to enlighten us on the rationale behind those many rituals and rules.  

God was building a new nation. He’d just freed over one million people from generations of oppression  
in Egypt and was sending them on a journey to a new land to start afresh. Law and order had to be 
established before another step could be taken. Without a clearly defined set of guidelines to direct this 
struggling society, chaos would take hold and the people would scatter to the wind.  

First, the cornerstone had to be set. God was the foundation upon which the nation was to be built. God 
established a sacrificial system of worship as a constant reminder of not just their need for Him, but also 
the duty of each person to honor and obey Him. Sacrificial offerings were created to represent both 
thankfulness for fellowship with God and as a means to reestablish that relationship when disobedience 
crept in. The first seven chapters of the book of Leviticus served as an instruction manual on how to repair 
that bond and enable man to give God His full due. 

Secondly, God created a new form of government. A theocracy was established with God at its head and 
rulers subject to Him. No longer were kings, pharaohs, and emperors to have the final say. God’s Word 
was to be the template for all justice. Government was to be the custodian of God’s law, and as such, it 
had a special responsibility to be true to His principles. Corruption in government wouldn’t be tolerated. 
The next three chapters of Leviticus described the installation of these offices and the need for constant 
reliance on God for direction. Even though we no longer have a theocracy, it lays down governmental 
principles we should still follow today. 

Next, God knew men and women needed rules to live by. Laws were put in place to protect the people, 
maintain order, resolve conflicts, and preserve rights and liberties. Due to the sin nature ingrained in 
mankind, the nation couldn’t survive without laws and regulations The third section of the book of 
Leviticus is a template for all just and moral laws of government. Though certain rules and regulations 
change with times and circumstances, obedience to laws is critical to a nation’s survival. We’ve all seen 
the tragic results of lawlessness.  

Finally, God instructed His people to be like Him- “holy.” They were to be set apart from the corruption 
of the world. God wanted them to mirror His perfect qualities in order to transform them into the beings 
He originally designed. God gave them keen insight into His essence they were to emulate.  

So why is studying this book of God so important to us today? God desires that we live righteous lives. 
But He also knows we’re not perfect. The book of Leviticus is God’s gift to us as an acknowledgement of 
that fact. He gave us this great template for nation-building knowing we’re incapable of following every 
rule necessary to produce a world free of strife and conflict. He understands despite our best efforts we 
will sin and fail. That’s why He sent His Son to take on the sins of the world and become the ultimate 
offering. We’re forgiven by simply believing Christ sacrificed Himself for our iniquities. Jesus went to the 
cross with no guilt of His own. He instead carried the entire wickedness of humanity on His shoulders.   
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We have a responsibility to honor God, participate in the governmental process He instituted, obey His 
law, and strive to be “holy.” The book of Leviticus teaches us how do to just that. We will not be perfect. 
We don’t have to be. He doesn’t want us to spend valuable time dwelling on our failures.  If we repent, He 
forgives us. He understands our days are better spent focusing on the future He’s prepared for us. The 
book of Leviticus can teach us valuable lessons applicable to the world we live in today. It’s great to have 
you along for what’s hopefully going to be an interesting and informative discussion of this remarkable 
book.  Let’s learn how to build “One Nation Under God…” 

                                                                                                                                       Steve Glaser                                                                                   
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PART ONE 

LEVITICUS 1-7 

“GOD’S PEOPLE” 

Groucho Marx, the great comedian noted for his scathing one-liners, once quipped he refused to join any 
club that would have him as a member. He understood his nature. If he joined, he’d eventually let them 
down and be asked to leave. Why anyone would want to include him in their club was beyond his 
imagination. 

Sometimes, we wonder why God wants us to join Him. We know we’ll let Him down. But, fortunately, 
we have a God who welcomes us despite knowing our every foible. He not only holds the door open, He 
pays our membership fee. God even gives us a way to maintain our club affiliation when we make fools 
of ourselves. His generosity and mercy are beyond comprehension. 

A few thousand years ago, God led a large group of captives out of Egypt to begin a new nation. He 
established a theocracy to mold these exiles into a society sustainable for generations. This new nation 
needed law and order to survive. But more than that, they needed to understand the necessity of God in 
their lives. Without divine guidance, they’d flounder and be crushed under the weight of their own 
misguided ways.  

God understood these men and women because He created them. Due to their sinful nature, they’d lose 
their way far more times than they would follow His righteous path. Because He wanted them to reach 
their full potential both as individuals and as a nation, God established a way to keep their focus on Him. 
And He created a means for them to reconcile with Him when they lost their way.   

The first seven chapters of the Book of Leviticus described a sacrificial system designed to shine a 
spotlight on the only One capable of leading them- God. Ceremonies such as the Burnt, Grain, 
Fellowship, Sin, and Guilt Offerings sound strange to us today, but they each served a very valuable 
purpose in the formation of this young nation. Every offering had a specific function that either pointed to 
the need for God or allowed reconciliation with God. Even before a government could be formed and 
laws established, these chosen people needed to understand, without God, failure awaited around the 
corner. God created the sacrificial system to guide them, encourage them, and reprimand them when they 
veered from His ordained path. But more importantly, it allowed them to reestablish fellowship with God. 
He did it to show His love.  

Today, we understand these sacrifices also pointed to something and Someone more. God offered His Son 
as the ultimate sacrifice for our transgressions. We no longer have to offer individual sacrifices as a means 
to our redemption. Jesus was the final sacrifice needed to ensure our complete forgiveness and everlasting 
life.  
  
The Book of Leviticus was given to us as a manual in nation-building. But before we examine the 
formation of God’s government and the establishment of His Laws, we’ll  look at the sacrificial offerings 
that played such an important role in this society. In them, we’ll discover some tried and true principles to 
guide us through the struggles of our Twenty-First Century.   
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 1 
BURNT OFFERINGS 

Leviticus 1:1-17 

 1 The LORD called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying, 

 2 "Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of you brings an offering to the 
      LORD, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock.  

 3 "If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. He 
      shall bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD.  

 4 He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make  
    atonement for him.  

 5 Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron's sons the priests shall bring the blood  
    and throw the blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.  

 6 Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces,  

 7 and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire.  

 8 And Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat, on the wood that is 
   on the fire on the altar;  

 9 but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of it on the 
   altar, as a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

10 "If his gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from the sheep or goats, he shall bring a male 
     without blemish,  

11 and he shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD, and Aaron's sons the priests 
     shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar.  

12 And he shall cut it into pieces, with its head and its fat, and the priest shall arrange them on the 
     wood that is on the fire on the altar,  

13 but the entrails and the legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall offer all of it and 
     burn it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

14 "If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall bring his offering of  
      turtledoves or pigeons.  

15 And the priest shall bring it to the altar and wring off its head and burn it on the altar. Its blood  
     shall be drained out on the side of the altar.  
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16 He shall remove its crop with its contents and cast it beside the altar on the east side, in the 
     place for ashes.  

17 He shall tear it open by its wings, but shall not sever it completely. And the priest shall burn it  
     on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, a food offering with a  
     pleasing aroma to the LORD.” 

Exodus 27:1-8-  1.“You shall make the altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits broad. The 
                                altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits.  

                           2 And you shall make horns for it on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with 
                              it, and you shall overlay it with bronze.  

                           3 You shall make pots for it to receive its ashes, and shovels and basins and forks and 
                              fire pans. You shall make all its utensils of bronze.  

                           4 You shall also make for it a grating, a network of bronze, and on the net you shall make 
                               four bronze rings at its four corners.  

                           5 And you shall set it under the ledge of the altar so that the net extends halfway down 
                              the altar.  

                           6 And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with 
                               bronze.  

                           7 And the poles shall be put through the rings, so that the poles are on the two sides of 
                               the altar when it is carried.  

                           8 You shall make it hollow, with boards. As it has been shown you on the mountain, so 
                              shall it be made.” 

4
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BURNT OFFERING  

 (Leviticus 1; 6:8-13; 8:18-21; 16:24) 

         Elements  - Bull, ram, male bird (dove or young pigeon for the poor) 

                           - No defect 

                           - Wholly consumed 
                        

         Purpose   - Voluntary act of worship 

                          - Atonement for “unintentional” sin in general 

                          - Expression of devotion, commitment, and complete surrender to God   

Lev 1:1- “The LORD called Moses…” 

Eighteen of the twenty-seven chapters of Leviticus begin with “The Lord said to Moses.” There was 
no question what follows was to be seen as God’s commands and not merely man’s wishful thinking. 
Since the book was designed to give law and order to a new nation, it was imperative to establish the 
ultimate authority upon which those new rules and regulations were dependent. Otherwise, they 
could be seen as arbitrary. 

The Constitution of the United States is a document envied by the world. Though it doesn’t advocate 
a theocracy, its very foundation is based upon God-given principles. In today’s world of shifting 
beliefs substituting for immutable truths, it’s important to understand all governments owe their 
origin to God. Laws are necessary to insure order in a chaotic world that would rather devolve into 
deceit and destruction. There is no just and moral law without God as its foundation.  

   Rom 13:1- “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
                       except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God”  

WHAT IS A LAW? 

WHY DID GOD GIVE LAWS? 

WHY DO WE OBEY LAWS? 

5
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Lev 1:1- “… and spoke to him from the tent of meeting saying…” 

God gave Moses specific instructions for the people to build a place of worship. 

   Ex 25:8-9- “And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. Exactly as I show  
                        you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, you shall make  
                        it”.   

He laid out an elaborate blueprint for His tabernacle. Nothing was left to chance. Everything had 
exact specification, right down to the garment hooks. Moses pitched the tent of meeting within the 
camp of over a million Israelites and had intimate conversations with the Lord to seek His guidance. 

   Ex 33:9-11- “When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the  
                         entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. And when all the people 
                         saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise  
                         up and worship, each at his tent door. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to  
                         face, as a man speaks to his friend”.  

Today, our churches don’t have a cloud outside the door indicating God’s presence. Though we still 
gather to worship in homes, tents, and buildings, we understand God’s presence is not limited to 
bricks and mortar. When we accept His grace, He dwells in us. God desires to have a personal 
relationship with each and every one of us every day. 

   1 Cor 3:16- “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in 
                         you”?     

DOES GOD LEAVE ANYTHING TO CHANCE? 
  

WHERE DOES GOD DWELL? 

WHERE DOES THE LORD SPEAK TO YOU? 

6
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Lev 1:2- “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of you brings an 
                 offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from 
                  the flock.” 

The Hebrew root meaning of our word “offering” meant “to draw near.”  

God was about to give Moses an instruction manual of how the Israelites could draw near to Him. 
He understood the need for the people to have a tangible reminder of the necessity of that fellowship. 
God used what was common to the people to develop a sacrificial system to represent their 
dependence on Him. He first instructed them to bring either livestock from their herd or sheep from 
their flock to offer up as a means of worship.   

We no longer sacrifice animals to God as a means of worship. There’s no need. Someone much more 
valuable was offered. Jesus offered Himself as the most prized of all sacrificial offerings. When we 
worship we need to be mindful of His priceless gift. There can be no greater offering.    
     

WHAT DO YOU OFFER TO THE LORD? 

WHY DO YOU OFFER IT? 

IS IT PLEASING TO THE LORD? 

       

Lev 1:3- "If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. 
                 He shall  bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted  
                 before the LORD.” 

The term Burnt Offering was derived from the Hebrew word meaning“that which goes up.” It was to 
be totally consumed on the altar as an expression of dedication to the Lord and as an atonement for 
sin. Various Burnt Offerings were acceptable depending on the finances of the worshiper. Both rich 
and poor alike were to offer that which was valuable to them.  

This first offering was a costly bull under three years of age without blemish and in perfect health. 
The wealthy worshiper presented the bull at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting where the priest 
inspected it for any imperfections. Only the best was to be presented to God. Once the priest decided 
it would be acceptable to the Lord,  the ceremony could begin. 

7
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Fortunately, we don’t have to drag a bull kicking and hollering to church with us anymore. But some 
of us seem to do it anyway. We approach God with a lot of bull pulling us in many wayward 
directions. We’re instructed to bring our best to God. That includes ourselves. Perhaps we need 
someone to inspect us before we present ourselves to God in worship.       

             HOW DO YOU APPROACH THE ENTRANCE OF  YOUR TENT OF MEETING? 

DO YOU NEED TO BE EXAMINED AT THE ENTRANCE? 

ARE YOU OFFERING WHAT IS VALUABLE? 

Lev 1:4-“He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him 
                to make atonement for him” 

The phrase “lay his hand” meant to “rest or support oneself.” The worshiper would “lay his hand” 
on the animal as a symbolic substitution. It represented a transfer of transgressions from the 
worshiper to the animal that would later be sacrificed. Sin had consequences that required atonement 
and God wanted the Israelites to recognize their dependency on Him. 

We all sin. Those misdeeds require atonement. God understands we’re incapable of perfection and 
He’s already placed our transgressions onto His Son. We just have to reach out and lay our hand on 
Him for support.    

WHAT REQUIRES ATONEMENT? 

HAVE YOU EVER HAD SOMEONE TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR MISDEEDS? 

HAVE YOU TAKEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR SOMEONE ELSE’S MISDEEDS? 

WHY DID YOU DO IT? 

8
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Lev 1:5-9 “Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron's sons the priests shall bring 
                    the blood and throw the blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of  
                    the tent of meeting. 

                    Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces,  

                     and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and arrange wood on the 
                     fire.  

                     And Aaron's sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat, on the  
                     wood that is on the fire on the altar;  

                      but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of  
                      it on the altar, as a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the  
                      LORD. 

The worshiper was personally involved in the sacrifice: 

                 - He presented the animal (vs 3) 

                 - He laid on hands (vs 4) 

                 - He slaughtered the animal (vs 6) 

                 - He skinned the animal (vs 6) 

                 - He assisted in dissecting and washing the animal’s inner parts and hind legs [the parts  
                    defiled by excrement] (vs 9) 

The priest then performed all of the ritual procedures: 

                  - He caught the blood in a bowl and splashed it on all four sides of the altar  (vs 5) 

                  - He arranged the wood (vs 7) 

                  - He handled the parts of the sacrifice for incineration on the altar  (vs 8) 

                  - He burned the offering until fully incinerated (vs 9)  

WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY  IN WORSHIP ? 

WHAT IS THE PASTOR’S RESPONSIBILITY IN WORSHIP? 

WHAT RESPONSIBILITY OF WORSHIP IS SHARED?  

9
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Lev 1:10-13- "If his gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from the sheep or goats, he  
                        shall bring a male without blemish,  

                        and he shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD, and Aaron's sons 
                        the priest shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar.  

                         And he shall cut it into pieces, with its head and its fat, and the priest shall arrange  
                        them on the wood that is on the fire on the altar,  

                         but the entrails and the legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall offer all 
                         of it and burn it on the altar; it is a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing  
                         aroma to the LORD.” 

The offering had to be of value to the worshiper. If a bull was beyond the financial means of the 
worshiper, then a male sheep or goat could be offered as a Burnt Offering. God established laws 
understanding there wouldn’t be economic equality. It wasn’t the monetary value of the animal that 
mattered to God; it was that it had value to the person offering it. The procedure was the same and it 
would be an equally pleasing aroma to God. 

There’s never been economic equality in the world. Socialism has failed in every nation it has been 
tried. God endows individuals with different abilities. As He established His nation, God allowed 
each person to use his gifts knowing it would result in economic disparity. God doesn’t care if you 
make more or less money than your neighbor. He cares what you do with it. He expects you to be 
generous with what He’s given you and offer Him what is valuable to you.     

     
DO YOU GIVE GOD WHAT IS VALUABLE? 

WHAT IS VALUABLE TO YOU? 

HOW CAN WORSHIP BE DIFFERENT FOR DIFFERENT PEOPLE? 

ARE THEY EQUALLY PLEASING TO GOD? 

10
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Lev 1:14-17 "If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall bring his  
                       offering of turtledoves or pigeons. 

                       And the priest shall bring it to the altar and wring off its head and burn it on the  
                       altar. Its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar.  

                       He shall remove its crop with its contents and cast it beside the altar on the east side,  
                        in the place for ashes.  

                        He shall tear it open by its wings, but shall not sever it completely. And the priest  
                        shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, a  
                        food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.” 
 
  

The Burnt Offering of a pigeon or dove was permissible for the poor. The small size of the bird 
allowed a simplification of the ritual. The priest wrenched off the head of the bird and then drained 
the blood beside the altar. He then removed the crop (gullet- part of the digestive system used to store 
food) and discarded it in an ash pit located on the east side of the altar. The priest then put the 
partially torn bird on the altar and burned it. Since it was of value to the worshiper,  the aroma was as 
pleasing to God as the bull, sheep, and goat. 

Often, we think we have nothing of value we can give God. But that’s just not true. It’s sometimes 
too easy to put some money in the offering plate. But it’s not always money God wants from us. 
Perhaps He wants our time or our skills. God wants what has value to us. Giving ourselves is often 
the most valuable thing we have to offer.  

WHY WAS A DOVE AS EQUALLY PLEASING TO GOD AS A BULL? 

DO YOU GIVE GOD WHAT HE WANTS? 

ARE YOU A PLEASING AROMA TO GOD? 

          

11
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The distinctiveness of the Burnt Offering was that the entire animal  
(except for the hide of an animal or the crop of a bird)  

was entirely burned on the altar  
signifying the worshiper’s complete dedication to God 

 in the process of atonement for  
Sin 

       

 ARE YOU COMPLETELY DEDICATED TO GOD? 

WHAT SINS DO YOU NEED TO CONFESS? 

WHO ATONED FOR YOUR SINS? 

DO YOU PUBLICLY GIVE THANKS?  

    

12
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 2 
GRAIN OFFERINGS 

Leviticus 2:1-16- 

1“When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to the Lord, his offering shall be of fine flour. 
He shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it  

2 and bring it to Aaron's sons the priests. And he shall take from it a handful of the fine flour and oil, 
with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a food 
offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  

3 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the Lord's 
food offerings. 

4 “When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an offering, it shall be unleavened loaves of 
fine flour mixed with oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil.  

5 And if your offering is a grain offering baked on a griddle, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mixed 
with oil.  

6 You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering.  

7 And if your offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil.  

8 And you shall bring the grain offering that is made of these things to the Lord, and when it is 
presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar.  

9 And the priest shall take from the grain offering its memorial portion and burn this on the altar, a 
food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  

10 But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the Lord's 
food offerings. 

11 “No grain offering that you bring to the Lord shall be made with leaven, for you shall burn no 
leaven nor any honey as a food offering to the Lord.  

12 As an offering of firstfruits you may bring them to the Lord, but they shall not be offered on the 
altar for a pleasing aroma.  

13 You shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the covenant with 
your God be missing from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer salt. 

14 “If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the Lord, you shall offer for the grain offering of your 
firstfruits fresh ears, roasted with fire, crushed new grain.  

13
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15 And you shall put oil on it and lay frankincense on it; it is a grain offering.  

16 And the priest shall burn as its memorial portion some of the crushed grain and some of the oil with 
all of its frankincense; it is a food offering to the Lord.” 

 

GRAIN OFFERING 

Lev 2; 6:14-23 

ELEMENTS - Grain, fine flower, olive oil, incense 

                       - Baked bread (cakes or wafers), salt, no yeast or honey 

                       - Accompanied Burnt Offering and Fellowship Offering 

PURPOSE    - Voluntary act of worship 

                       - Recognition of God’s goodness and provision 

                       - Devotion to God 
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Lev 2:1- When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to the Lord, his offering shall be of fine 
               flour. He shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it” 

 
 

Grain Offerings were a voluntary act of worship recognizing God’s goodness and provision. It was 
offered in devotion to God. There were four types of Grain Offerings prescribed by God: 

                                        1) Uncooked flour 

                                        2) Bread baked in an oven 

                                        3) Bread prepared on a griddle 

                                        4) Bread cooked in a pan   

The variety of preparation methods accommodated every socioeconomic class.  A “memorial portion” of 
the offering was burnt on the altar and the rest was given to the priests for food.  The size of the offering 
varied- the smallest was one-tenth measure (“measure” = “ephah”)  of flour ( about 2 quarts) and one-
fourth “hin” of oil  (about a pint and a half)   (Nu 28:11-14). 

A Grain Offering was to be free of yeast and honey (Lev 2:11).  The lack of yeast commemorated the 
Israelites leaving Egypt in such a hurry there was no time to use yeast to let the bread rise. The Hebrew 
word for “honey” was “devash” which was a word referring to sweetening agents such as date sugar or 
nectar from some fruits. Though no specific reason for excluding sweetening to the offering is given, 
many think it was to separate this offering to God from the many pagan offerings in which sweeteners 
were used.   

A Grain Offering:  

                                      1) Could be given by itself 

                                      2) Often accompanied a Burnt Offering 

                                      3) Always accompanied a Fellowship Offering 
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Some special circumstances required a Grain Offering -  

                                      1) Purification ritual after the termination of a Nazirite vow (Nu 6:15, 19) 

                                      2) Jealousy ritual for a woman suspected of adultery (Nu 5:15, 18, 25-26) 

The Grain Offering consisted of finely ground (coarse by today’s standards) wheat or barley cereal. It was 
mixed with olive oil and incense (frankincense). God used ordinary things to point the worshiper to Him. 
Wheat and barley were common crops. Every time bread was prepared in the household God wanted the 
people to think of Him. The addition of incense was what separated sacrificial bread from the preparation 
of ordinary food.  

God often uses the mundane to point to the supernatural. Bread is used many times throughout our Bible 
to symbolize sustenance. Jesus said He is the ultimate bread of life: 

         John 6:47-51- “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life.  
                                   Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that  
                                  comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.  I am the living bread  
                                  that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And  
                                  the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

HOW IS A GRAIN OFFERING DIFFERENT THAN A BURNT OFFERING? 

HOW ARE THEY THE SAME? 

WHAT POINTS YOU TO GOD IN YOUR DAILY LIFE? 

WHERE DO YOU GO FOR “BREAD”? 

Lev 2:2- “And bring it to Aaron's sons the priests. And he shall take from it a handful of the fine flour  
                 and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall burn this as its memorial portion on  
                 the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.”  

The simplest Grain Offering consisted of only uncooked flour mixed with olive oil and frankincense. It 
was brought to the priest who’d scoop up a handful and burn this memorial portion on the altar as an 
offering to God.  Burned flour may smell awful to us, but it was a pleasing aroma to the Lord.   

Sometimes the simplest offerings are the best. Just as a gentle word, a kind gesture, or a helpful hand can 
lift up a friend, our simple recognition of God brings a smile to His face. God provides everything we 
have.  At the very least, we need to say a very simple thank you even if it’s with just a handful of flour.        

  WHAT MEMORIAL PORTION DO YOU OFFER GOD TODAY? 

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF YOURSELF DO YOU GIVE TO GOD? 

DO YOU AT LEAST GIVE GOD A SIMPLE THANK YOU? 
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Lev 2:3- “But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of the  
                 Lord's food offerings”  

  
The remaining portion of the Grain Offering was given to the priest for food. When it accompanied a 
Fellowship Offering, a portion went to the priest (7:12-14) and a portion became part of the fellowship 
meal to be eaten by the worshiper. The “most holy part” was a term describing those portions of any 
offering to be eaten only by qualified members of the priesthood. 

God wants our clergy to be taken care of by the body of believers. Their job is to lead us in worship and 
guide us in our daily walk with God. Our job is to make sure they have the financial, emotional, and 
spiritual support necessary to do their ministry well. That requires we relieve them of as many of the 
mundane pressures of life as possible. After all, if God is willing to share His offering with His priests, 
shouldn’t we be eager to share what God has given us.      

DO YOU GIVE A PART OF YOURSELF TO YOUR PASTOR AND CHURCH? 

DO YOU GIVE YOUR MONEY, TIME, OR SKILLS? 

IS THE PART YOU’RE GIVING PLEASING TO GOD? 

Lev 2:4- “When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an offering, it shall be unleavened  
                 loaves of fine flour mixed with oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil.” 

  

Oven baked bread was the second of the four types of Grain Offerings. The baking was done at the 
worshiper’s home and brought to the priest  Without yeast (unleavened), the bread didn’t rise. It was 
prepared with common fine flour mixed with olive oil (and presumably incense though not specifically 
stated). It was then presented as either loaves or wafers. 

God doesn’t want our worship to be limited to Sunday school classes and church services. We must start 
preparing it at home. From the moment we awaken each morning until we lay our head on the pillow at 
night, we should be mindful of God. Perhaps we need physical reminders throughout the day point us to 
Him. Maybe we can use something as simple as a loaf of bread on the counter to jog our memories about 
Who sustains us.  

HOW DOES WORSHIP START AT HOME?  

ARE YOU MINDFUL OF GOD EVERY HOUR OF EVERY DAY? 

WHAT CAN JOG YOUR MEMORY DURING THE DAY? 
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Lev 2:5-6- “And if your offering is a grain offering baked on a griddle, it shall be of fine flour 
                     unleavened, mixed with oil.  

                     You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering”  

  
The griddle baked bread is the third of the four types of Grain Offering. The ingredients were the same in 
all the breads but the preparation was a little different in each.  The griddle baked bread was equal to any 
of the other Grain Offerings.  

Who would have thought God like tortillas! He even likes a little olive oil on them! Maybe God can use a 
visit to our favorite Tex-Mex restaurant to get our attention back on Him. We should always honor God no 
matter where we are. God understands the phrase, “different strokes for different folks.” Not all people 
worship God in the same manner or in the same places.     

HOW DO YOU THANK GOD AT HOME? 

HOW DO YOU THANK GOD IN PUBLIC? 

HOW DO YOU THANK GOD DIFFERENTLY THAN YOUR NEIGHBOR? 

Lev 2:7- “And if your offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, it shall be made of fine flour with 
                 oil.” 

 
The pan cooked bread is the fourth of the four types of Grain Offerings. The 
ingredients didn’t change with the type of preparation. Whether raw, baked 
in an oven, prepared on a skillet, or cooked in a pan, the Grain Offering was 
equally pleasing to God.  

God doesn’t care so much about the nature of the offering- He just wants 
what’s behind it. Our motivation is what’s important to Him. How we 
prepare to offer our worship is much more important than just listening to a 
sermon, singing in a choir, or handing out bulletins on Sunday. If not done   

for the right reasons, all of those good deeds are meaningless.     
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DOES GOD REALLY CARE IF YOUR OFFERING IS RAW, BAKED, OR PAN SEARED? 

WHEN SHOULD YOU OFFER YOUR RAW SIDE? 

WHAT WOULD THAT LOOK LIKE? 

WHEN SHOULD YOU OFFER GOD YOUR BAKED AND SEARED SIDE? 

WHAT WOULD THAT LOOK LIKE?      

Lev 2:8- “And you shall bring the grain offering that is made of these things to the Lord, and when it 
                  is presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar.” 

Both rich and poor alike hand carried their offering to the same place of sacrifice. They were giving their 
Grain Offering to God.  But only the priest, who was ceremonially clean, could approach the altar of the 
holy God. The priests were God’s servants.  

We no longer need priests to approach God. We have each been ceremonially cleansed by our belief in 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. There need not be anything or anyone standing between us and God.  We 
can communicate directly with Him any time we desire. We should desire that often! 

HOW DO YOU PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD? 

WHAT IS YOUR PASTOR’S ROLE IN YOUR WORSHIP OF GOD? 

WHAT IS YOUR ROLE? 

HOW DO YOU COMMUNICATE WITH GOD DIRECTLY? 

Lev 2:9-11- “And the priest shall take from the grain offering its memorial portion and burn this on 
                      the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  

                      But the rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of 
                      the Lord's food offerings. 

                     “No grain offering that you bring to the Lord shall be made with leaven, for you shall  
                       burn no leaven nor any honey as a food offering to the Lord. 

   
 - This is a summary statement of the 4 Grain Offerings described in the previous verses. 

  
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO SUMMARIZE YOUR THOUGHTS? 

DO YOU EVER LOSE YOUR WAY WHEN STUDYING YOUR BIBLE? 

HOW DOES REPETITION HELP IN YOUR STUDIES? 
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Lev 2:12- “As an offering of firstfruits you may bring them to the Lord, but they shall not be offered 
                   on the altar for a pleasing aroma.”  

The Firstfruit Offering was technically not a Grain Offering. The Firstfruit Offering was held in the early 
spring at the beginning of the grain harvest. It was a time of thanksgiving for God’s provision. Unlike a 
Grain Offering, the Firstfruit Offering could contain yeast:  

          Lev 23:16-17- “You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall 
                                    present a grain offering of new grain to the LORD.  

                                    You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved,  
                                     made of two tenths of an ephah.  

                                     They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as first-fruits to 
                                     the LORD.” 

The Firstfruits Offering was a separate offering from the traditional Grain Offering. Because the Firstfruit 
Offering was not burned on the altar (it was eaten by the priest), it wasn’t offered as a pleasing aroma to 
God.   

Sometimes, we worship with all our heart and soul. Sometimes we don't. Although all genuine worship is 
accepted by God, He understands sometimes we need to jumpstart our worship by following a prescribed 
ritual. Celebrating a Firstfruit Offering of our own making might be way to  do just that.   

WHY ARE SOME OFFERINGS MORE PLEASING TO GOD THAN OTHERS? 

WHAT  MAKES WORSHIP MORE OR LESS PLEASING? 

WHAT FIRST FRUIT OFFERING SHOULD YOU OFFER? 
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Lev 2:13- “You shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the covenant  
                   with your God be missing from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall offer 
                   salt.” 

Since salt was thought to not be destroyed by fire,  a “covenant of salt” referred to an eternal covenant- 

          Nu 18:19- “All the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the LORD I give to you, 
                               and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. It is a covenant of salt  
                               forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you.” 

          2 Chron 13:5- “ Ought you not to know that the LORD God of Israel  gave the kingship over Israel  
                               forever to David and his sons by a covenant of salt?” 
  
          
Salt was vital in Old Testament times- it was both a preservative and a flavoring. Salt gave life to any 
agreement and symbolized its enduring nature. A covenant was a promise between two parties to do a 
specific thing. It was personal, voluntary, and binding. God has a covenant with us.  

WHAT IS GOD’S COVENANT OF SALT WITH YOU? 

WHAT IS YOUR COVENANT WITH GOD? 

ARE YOU HONORING YOUR SIDE OF THE COVENANT? 
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Lev 2:14-16- “If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the Lord, you shall offer for the grain  
                        offering of your firstfruits fresh ears, roasted with fire, crushed new grain.  

                        And you shall put oil on it and lay frankincense on it; it is a grain offering.  

                        And the priest shall burn as its memorial portion some of the crushed grain and some of  
                        the oil with all of its frankincense; it is a food offering to the Lord.” 

A Firstfruit Offering was to be of new grain roasted with oil and frankincense. Even though it took 
months of hard work by the people to produce a crop, God demanded they offer the first and best of the 
harvest to Him. It was a reminder there would be no produce without Him.  A “memorial portion” was 
burned and the rest given to the priest for food. It was considered a food offering to the Lord and it 
symbolized God’s provision. 

What new blessings has God given you lately?  Do you recognize it or do you just take it for granted.  Or 
even worse, do you think you deserve it for your hard work?  God expects us to labor and produce a crop. 
But, He wants us to always remember there wouldn’t be a harvest in our lives without Him.      

ARE YOU HONORING GOD WITH YOUR FIRST-FRUITS? 

HOW ARE YOU THANKING GOD FOR ALL HE GIVES YOU? 

DO YOU NEED TO PREPARE A GRAIN OFFERING? 

WHAT WOULD THAT LOOK LIKE TODAY? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 3 
FELLOWSHIP OFFERING 

Leviticus 3:1-17- 

“If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd, male or female, he 
shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.  

2 And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
and Aaron's sons the priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar.  

3 And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer the fat  
covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails,  

4 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall 
remove with the kidneys.  

5 Then Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on the wood on the 
fire; it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

6 “If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD is an animal from the flock, male or 
female, he shall offer it without blemish.  

7 If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it before the LORD,  

8 lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons 
shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar.  

9 Then from the sacrifice of the peace offering he shall offer as a food offering to the LORD its fat; he 
shall remove the whole fat tail, cut off close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the entrails and all 
the fat that is on the entrails  

10 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall 
remove with the kidneys.  

11 And the priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering to the LORD. 

12 “If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD  

13 and lay his hand on its head and kill it in front of the tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall 
throw its blood against the sides of the altar.  

14 Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering the 
entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails  

15 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall 
remove with the kidneys. 
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16 And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering with a pleasing aroma. All fat is the 
LORD's.  

17 It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that you eat 
neither fat nor blood.” 

 

FELLOWSHIP OFFERING 

Lev 3; 6:14-23 

ELEMENTS  - Any animal without defect from herd or flock 

                        - A Grain Offering always accompanied the Fellowship Offering 

PURPOSE     - Voluntary act of worship 

                        - Thanksgiving and fellowship 

                        -  Included a communal meal 
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Lev 3:1- “If his offering is a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd, male or 
                 female, he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.” 

The term “Fellowship Offering” can also be translated “Peace Offering.” In Hebrew, the concept of 
Peace included health, prosperity, and peace with God. These ideas are often reflected in the common 
Jewish greeting “Shalom.”  The term Fellowship Offering may derive from the communal meal eaten 
after the sacrifice.  It was a time of rejoicing before the Lord where the worshipers, their families, and a 
Levite from the community would share a major portion of the sacrificial meal.   

Optional Fellowship / Peace Offerings included (but were not limited to):  

                 1) Successful military campaigns (1 Sam 11:15) 

                 2) Cessation of famine or pestilence (2 Sam 24:25)  

                 3) Acclamation of a candidate for kingship (1 Sam 11:15; 1 Kings 1:9, 19) 

                 4) National spiritual renewal (2 Chron 29:31-36) 

                 5) Annual family reunions (1 Sam 20:6) 

                 6) Harvesting of first-fruits (Ex 22:29-3; 1 Sam 9:11-13, 22-24; 16:4-5) 

Mandatory Fellowship / Peace Offerings  included: 

                 1) Feast of Weeks [Pentecost]- Annual feast where it was prescribed (Lev 23:19-20) 

                 2) Special ceremonies of covenant initiation (Ex 24:5) 

                 3) Special ceremonies of covenant renewal (Deut 27:7) 

                 4) Special ceremonies of consecration (Ex 29:19-34; Lev 8:22-32; 9:8-21; 1 Kings 8:63)  

                 5) Special ceremonies of deconsecration (fulfillment of Nazarite Vow) (Num 6:14, 17) 
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There were three subcategories of Fellowship / Peace Offering: 

                 1) Thanksgiving Offering (“todah”- confession or acknowledgement) (Lev 7:12-15; 22:29) 
                                                 was the most common. 

                                                  It was brought as an acknowledgement to others of God’s answer to prayer 
                                                  (Ps 56:12-13; 107:22; 116:17-19; Jer 33:11)   

                 2) Votive Offering- (“votive” - vow) was offered as a expression or fulfillment of a vow 
                                                 (27:9-10; Num 6:17-20) .  

                                                 Though it was  usually a Fellowship Offering, a Votive Offering could also 
                                                 be a Burnt Offering (Lev 22:17)  

                  3) Freewill Offering- was offered to express devotion or thankfulness to God for some 
                                                     unexpected blessing (7:16; 22:18-23).  

                                                      It could also be given as a Burnt Offering   

Unlike the Burnt Offering, the sacrificial animal from the herd for a Fellowship Offering could be either a 
bull (male) or a cow (female). But like the Burnt Offering, the animal had to be perfect.  

WHAT IS FELLOWSHIP? 

WHAT IS PEACE? 

HOW DO YOU PUBLICLY THANK GOD?? 
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Lev 3:2- “And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of  
                 meeting, and Aaron's sons the priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar.” 

 

                   

The beginning of the ceremony of the Fellowship Offering was similar to the Burnt Offering in the: 

         1. Presentation of the offering by the worshiper 

         2. Laying on of hands by the worshiper 

         3. Worshiper’s slaying of the animal at the entrance to the Tent of Meetings  

         4. Handling of the blood by the priests  
                  
          

As the worshiper laid his hands on the sacrificial animal, he’d explain the reason for the offering- 
acknowledgement to answered prayer, fulfillment of a vow, or thankfulness for some unexpected 
blessing.   He’d then kill, skin, dissect, and wash the remains of animal. The priest would then throw the 
blood against the sides of the altar in preparation for the sacrificial burning.   

God wants us to be an active participant in all worship. Just showing up for church on Sunday and sitting 
on our hands doesn’t cut it. We need to acknowledge God when He answers our prayer or bestows an 
unexpected blessing on us. Don’t you want others to know just how good God can be? Maybe you should 
speak up a little in church and tell everyone just how good God has been to you.  

HOW DO YOU WORSHIP? 

HOW DO YOU ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE IN WORSHIP? 

HOW DO YOU LET OTHERS KNOW OF GOD’S BLESSINGS IN YOUR LIFE? 
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Lev 3:3-4- “And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer 
                    the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails,  

                    and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loin and the long lobe of the liver  
                    that he shall remove with the kidneys.” 

Unlike a Burnt Offering, the Fellowship / Peace Offering was not totally incinerated on the altar. The 
priest was given the right breast and right thigh for food (Lev 7:34) and the rest was eaten by the 
worshiper and his family.  Only the fat covering the intestines, both kidneys with the fat surrounding 
them, and the covering (long lobe) of the liver were burned. The fat was considered the best part of the 
offering:  

         Gen 4:3-4- “ In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground,  
                              and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the  
                              LORD had regard for Abel and his offering” 

Do you give God the best? He doesn’t want hand me downs or second bests. God expects and deserves 
the fattest part of our lives. When we give back to God, we’re just re-gifting what He’s already given to 
us. He knows what is in the package. Don’t try to fool Him with anything but the best you have to offer.     

DO YOU GIVE GOD YOUR BEST? 

DO YOU TRY TO GIVE GOD YOUR HAND ME DOWNS? 

WHAT IS YOUR BEST? 
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Lev 3:5- “Then Aaron's sons shall burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on the 
                 wood on the fire; it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.” 

The priest kept the ashes from the regular morning Burnt Offering simmering throughout the day. He may 
have also prepared an additional Burnt Offering presented by the worshiper preceding his Fellowship 
Offering.  In either case, the priest took the memorial portion of the sacrifice and burned it on the altar to 
God. This Fellowship Offering was the third offering with a pleasing aroma to God (others already 
studied being the Burnt Offering and the Grain Offering).    

Like the Levitical priests who labored to gather, chop, and burn the wood on the altar, our pastors and 
staff work hard. They’re there when we need them. Much preparation goes into sermons on Sunday, Bible 
study classes throughout the week, and daily one-on-one mentoring. God relies on them to help us in our 
worship. We should acknowledge their hard work as we offer up a pleasing aroma to God.    

DO YOU THANK YOUR PASTOR AND STAFF FOR THEIR HARD WORK? 

HOW? 

HOW CAN THEY ASSIST YOU IN OFFERING A PLEASING AROMA TO GOD? 

Lev 3:6- “If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD is an animal from the flock,  
                 male or female, he shall offer it without blemish.”  

When a bull or cow was out of the economic reach of the worshiper, a less expensive offering could be 
made. If it was valuable to the worshiper, it would be accepted by God. A young sheep could brought 
before the priest for inspection. It had to be without blemish.  

What does something without blemish look like? What would we look like without blemish? What would 
we feel like without blemish? Why does God accept us with so many blemishes? Perhaps it’s because He 
sent His Son to remove all blemishes from us. He no longer sees our sins and blemishes because they’ve  
been permanently washed away by no action of our own. Wow! What a gift!       

  
WHAT BLEMISHES DO YOU SEE IN YOURSELF? 

WHY / HOW DO YOU TRY TO HIDE YOUR BLEMISHES? 

WHAT BLEMISHES DOES GOD WANT YOU TO SEE? 
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Lev 3:7-8- “If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it before the LORD, lay his hand on 
                    the head of his offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons shall  
                    throw its blood against the sides of the altar.” 

The procedure of worship didn’t vary with the offering of a lamb. A substitutionary laying of hands was 
performed, the animal was killed by the worshiper in front of the Tent of Meeting, and the blood was 
thrown against the altar by the priest. Repetition was an integral part of the worship.  

What part does repetition play in our lives? What part does repetition play in our worship? Most Sunday 
worship services proceed in a repetitive, orderly fashion each week. There’s comfort in repetition. There’s  
structure in repetition. There’s focus in repetition.  Whether in our private prayer time or in our public 
worship, repetition can help us focus our thoughts on God. Without repetition and structure, our Worship 
Attention Deficit Disorder (WADD) may raise its ugly head and cause us to stray from the task at hand- 
giving God our full attention.  

DO YOU SUFFER FROM “WADD”-  WORSHIP ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER? 

HOW DOES REPETITION HELP  YOU ON SUNDAY MORNING? 

HOW WOULD REPETITION HELP YOU IN YOUR PRIVATE PRAYER LIFE?  
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Lev 3:9-11- “Then from the sacrifice of the peace offering he shall offer as a food offering to the  
                      LORD its fat; he shall remove the whole fat tail, cut off close to the backbone, and the fat 
                      that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails  

                      and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver 
                      that he shall remove with the kidneys.  

                      And the priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering to the LORD.” 

Once again, the fat was removed and offered to God as the most pleasing aspect of the offering. The “fat- 
tailed sheep” was the most common breed raised in the land. Its tail weighed over 45 pounds and was 
supported by several extra caudal vertebrae to support the large fat stores in the tail. In addition to this fat, 
the worshiper removed the fat from the intestines, the two kidneys with their fat, and the fat surrounding 
the liver. The priest burned the fat representing  the best that could be offered.  

We see fat as just part of our body that tends to lap over our belts. But fat plays an important role in our 
bodies. Fat stores energy, insulates, and protects our vital organs. Fat is involved in chemical reactions 
that control growth, regulate immune function, and produce reproductive hormones. Fat is integral to life.  

The ancient Israelites didn’t know about all these vital life-giving aspects of fat. They just knew God 
found it pleasing. Often, we don’t understand why God finds some things important when we don’t. It ‘s 
only later, after much study, do we understand the significance of His ways. Perhaps we’d be better off if 
we just did what He told us and spent less time questioning His motives. He knows what He’s doing.  

DO YOU QUESTION WHAT GOD FINDS IMPORTANT? 

WHY WAS FAT PLEASING TO GOD? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO GIVE GOD WHAT HE FINDS PLEASING EVEN IF YOU DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND WHY? 
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Lev 3:12-16- “If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD  

                        and lay his hand on its head and kill it in front of the tent of meeting, and the sons of 
                        Aaron shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar.  

                                   Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat  
                        covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails  

                        and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver 
                        that he shall remove with the kidneys. 

                       And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering with a pleasing aroma.  

                       All fat is the LORD’s. 

                       It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that 
                       you eat neither fat nor blood.” 

The offering of a goat was similar to the other Fellowship Offerings- it was an equally pleasing aroma to 
God. The Fellowship Offerings could be given by the thousands at special celebrations when many people 
joined in the sacred meal afterwards.  

           “Then the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the LORD.  Solomon offered as 
            peace offerings to the LORD 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep. So the king and all the people of 
            Israel dedicated the house of the LORD” (1 Kings 8:63) 

God likes to share with us. The Fellowship Offering was also a communal meal the the worshiper and his 
family ate before the Lord. They accepted the meat from God in recognition of His blessings and answered 
prayer. It was both a form of worship and a period of celebration. Shouldn’t our worship also be a 
celebration? 

WHO DO YOU WORSHIP WITH? 

WHO DO YOU CELEBRATE WITH? 

HOW DO YOU COMBINE WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION? 
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Lev 3:15-16- “All fat is the LORD’s. 

                        It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, 
                        that you eat neither fat nor blood.” 

The chapter ends with a principle and an ordinance. Though the Fellowship Offering was meant to be 
shared and enjoyed by the people, it was made clear all the fat belonged to God. Based on this principle, 
they were to follow a lasting ordinance - they were never to eat the fat or the blood from an animal.   

The ordinance for refraining from blood was later clearly explained: 

       “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement  
         for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life”.  (Lev 17:11) 

   
WHAT IS BLOOD’S PURPOSE? 

HOW DOES THE LACK OF BLOOD BRING DEATH? 

HOW DOES BLOOD ENABLE LIFE? 

HOW DID JESUS’  SHEDDING OF BLOOD BRING YOU LIFE? 

HOW WOULD YOU CELEBRATE A FELLOWSHIP OFFERING 
TODAY? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 4- 5:13 
SIN OFFERING 

Leviticus 4:1-35 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If anyone sins unintentionally in any of the LORD's 
commandments about things not to be done, and does any one of them,  

3 if it is the anointed priest who sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for the sin 
that he has committed a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering.  

4 He shall bring the bull to the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay his hand on 
the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD.  

5 And the anointed priest shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting, 
  
6 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood seven times before the 
LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary.  

7 And the priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the 
LORD that is in the tent of meeting, and all the rest of the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the 
base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.  

8And all the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, the fat that covers the entrails 
and all the fat that is on the entrails  

9 and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall 
remove with the kidneys  

10 (just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the priest shall burn 
them on the altar of burnt offering.  

11 But the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung—  

12 all the rest of the bull—he shall carry outside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap, and shall 
burn it up on a fire of wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up. 

13 “If the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally and the thing is hidden from the eyes of the 
assembly, and they do any one of the things that by the LORD's commandments ought not to be done, 
and they realize their guilt,  

14 when the sin which they have committed becomes known, the assembly shall offer a bull from the 
herd for a sin offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting.  

15 And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD, 
and the bull shall be killed before the LORD.  
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16 Then the anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of the bull into the tent of meeting,  

17 and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD in front 
of the veil.  

18 And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is in the tent of meeting before the 
LORD, and the rest of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting.  

19 And all its fat he shall take from it and burn on the altar.  

20 Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do with this. 
And the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven.  

21 And he shall carry the bull outside the camp and burn it up as he burned the first bull; it is the sin 
offering for the assembly. 

22 “When a leader sins, doing unintentionally any one of all the things that by the commandments of 
the LORD his God ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt,  

23 or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring as his offering a goat, a 
male without blemish,  

24 and shall lay his hand on the head of the goat and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt 
offering before the LORD; it is a sin offering.  

25 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 

26 And all its fat he shall burn on the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings. So the priest 
shall make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be forgiven. 

27 “If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that by the 
LORD's commandments ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt,  

28 or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring for his offering a goat, a 
female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed.  

29 And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin offering in the place of 
burnt offering.  

30 And the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt 
offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar.  

31 And all its fat he shall remove, as the fat is removed from the peace offerings, and the priest shall 
burn it on the altar for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. And the priest shall make atonement for him, 
and he shall be forgiven. 

32 “If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring a female without blemish  

33 and lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in the place where they 
kill the burnt offering.  
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34 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar.  

35 And all its fat he shall remove as the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of peace offerings, 
and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on top of the LORD's food offerings. And the priest shall make 
atonement for him for the sin which he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.” 

Leviticus 5:1-13 

“If anyone sins in that he hears a public adjuration to testify, and though he is a witness, whether he 
has seen or come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he shall bear his iniquity;  

2 or if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether a carcass of an unclean wild animal or a carcass of 
unclean livestock or a carcass of unclean swarming things, and it is hidden from him and he has 
become unclean, and he realizes his guilt;  

3 or if he touches human uncleanness, of whatever sort the uncleanness may be with which one 
becomes unclean, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and realizes his guilt;  

4 or if anyone utters with his lips a rash oath to do evil or to do good, any sort of rash oath that people 
swear, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and he realizes his guilt in any of these; 

5 when he realizes his guilt in any of these and confesses the sin he has committed,  

6 he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has committed, a female from the 
flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin. 

7 “But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that 
he has committed two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt 
offering.  

8 He shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer first the one for the sin offering. He shall wring its 
head from its neck but shall not sever it completely,  

9 and he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, while the rest of the 
blood shall be drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin offering.  

10 Then he shall offer the second for a burnt offering according to the rule. And the priest shall make 
atonement for him for the sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven. 

11 “But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two pigeons, then he shall bring as his offering for the sin 
that he has committed a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin offering. He shall put no oil on it and 
shall put no frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering.  

12 And he shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take a handful of it as its memorial portion and 
tburn this on the altar, on the LORD's food offerings; it is a sin offering.  

13 Thus the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has committed in any one of these 
things, and he shall be forgiven. And the remainder shall be for the priest, as in the grain offering.” 
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SIN OFFERING 

Leviticus 4-5:13 

ELEMENTS  - Young bull for High Priest and congregation 
  
                        - Male goat for leader 

                        - Female goat or lamb for common people 

                        - Dove or pigeon for the poor 

                        - Tenth of an ephor of fine flour for the very poor 

PURPOSE     - Mandatory atonement for specific unintentional sin   

                        - Confession of sin 

                        - Forgiveness of sin 

                        - Cleansing from defilement 
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Lev 4:1-2- “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

                            “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If anyone sins unintentionally in any of the LORD's  
                    commandments about things not to be done, and does any one of them,” 

In the Old Testament, God made a distinction between the offerings required based on whether a sin was 
unintentional or intentional. The idea of unintentional sin referred to sin by straying or by accident. The 
sinner was either aware of the law but unaware he was breaking it, or was unaware of the law and 
unaware that his actions were wrong.  It also included many sins committed due to a lack of knowledge, 
through weakness, or where the offender didn’t understand his guilt. It was a sin committed by a person 
who loved God but whose actions went awry. In these cases, a sacrificial offering could be made for 
atonement. 

Intentional sin was openly defiant unrepentant rebellion against God. Literally, it meant to “sin with a 
high hand”  or to sin “boldly.” There was no sacrificial atonement available for one whose heart was so 
defiantly turned against the Lord: 

   Nu 15:30-31- “But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner,  
                            reviles the Lord, and that person shall be cut off from among his people.  Because he 
                            has despised the word of the Lord and has broken his commandment, that person 
                            shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be on him.”   

The New Testament is clear that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The 
offerings of the Old Testament foreshadowed the offering of Jesus Christ as a sacrifice on the cross for our 
sins. For those who accept Him, Jesus is the sufficient substitute for all sin. Those who believe have 
forgiveness and eternal life. But those who reject Him await a harsh and eternal judgement.   

   John 3:18- "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, 
                        because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  

WHAT IS SIN? 

WHAT IS UNINTENTIONAL  SIN? 

WHAT IS INTENTIONAL SIN? 

HOW ARE YOU FORGIVEN? 
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Lev 4:3-4 “If it is the anointed priest who sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for 
                  the sin that he has committed a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin  
                  offering. 

                  He shall bring the bull to the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay his 
                  hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD.” 

 
 

The anointed priest (the High Priest) was in a leadership position that carried much authority and 
responsibility. His missteps could lead others to stray from a righteous path. When this happened the 
priest was required to confess his sin and offer a Sin Offering to the Lord. Because his sins could have 
such a negative impact on the people, he was required to present the most valuable of offerings- a bull 
without blemish. Just like all worshipers, he personally had to lay his hand on the bull as a symbolic 
transfer of his sin and personally slay the animal at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 

Our clergy have an obligation to lead us responsibly. But who hasn’t heard of pastors who’ve failed in 
that sacred duty? It’s one thing to stumble causing injury to yourself, but it’s an entirely different situation 
when you cause others to fall with you. Those in clerical leadership must be diligent to watch for the 
potholes of life that can lead to a downfall. They must be quick to confess and seek forgiveness when they 
blunder. And we should be equally willing to forgive them when they sincerely confess and repent. If God 
can forgive them, shouldn’t we?   

WHAT DAMAGE CAN  CLERGY’S  SIN CAUSE? 

WHY MUST IT BE CONFESSED QUICKLY? 

DO YOU FORGIVE YOUR LEADERS WHEN THEY FAIL YOU? 

 SHOULD YOU? 
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Lev 4:5-6- “And the anointed priest shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of  
                     meeting, 
  
                     and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood seven times 
                     before the LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary.        

The Tabernacle was divided into two rooms by a thick Veil (curtain) made of blue, purple and scarlet 
material and fine linen. The front room, The Holy Place, contained the Altar of Incense, the Lamp Stand, 
and the table for the Bread of Presence. In the second room, the Most Holy Place (or Holy of Holies) were 
the Ark of the Covenant and the Mercy Seat, which was a solid gold lid placed on top of the Ark.  

The Jewish historian Josephus stated the Veil was four inches thick, and horses tied to each side could not 
pull the Veil apart. The purpose of the Veil was to hide and bar everyone from entering the symbolic 
presence of God in the Holy of Holies. The only way the High Priest could stand alive on the other side of 
the Veil (and only on the Day of Atonement) was by first sprinkling blood before the Veil as his substitute. 
He could never enter without the blood as it was a constant reminder that sin separates the sinner from 
God. The Veil told sinful man he could not approach God except by His prescribed means. 

In the Bible, the word “seven” signifies what is “holy” or “perfect” To atone for his sins, the priest 
sprinkled the sacrificial blood seven time before the Veil. There was only one way into God's holy 
presence- through the blood of sacrifice. The blood before the Veil changed the throne of God from a 
throne of judgment to a throne of grace. Today, the body of Jesus is the Veil through which we enter God’s 
presence:   

      Heb 10:19-20- “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood  
                                  of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is,  
                                  through his flesh” 

WHAT VEIL SEPARATES YOU FROM GOD TODAY? 

IS THAT VEIL GOD-MADE OR MAN-MADE? 

HOW CAN YOU PENETRATE THAT VEIL? 
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Lev 4:7- “And the priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense  
                 before the LORD that is in the tent of meeting, and all the rest of the blood of the bull he  
                 shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of  
                 meeting.” 

 

The Altar of Incense, standing in the outer chamber of the tent, had four 
horns covered with gold (Exodus 37:25). Incense was burned daily on this 
altar at the morning and the evening sacrifices. The burning of the incense 
was symbolic of the prayer of the people rising up to God (Psalm 141:2; Rev 
5:8; 8:3-4). In ancient cultures, the horn was a metaphor for physical 
strength and spiritual power (Deut 33:17; 2 Sam 22:3; Ps 18:2). The horns 
were touched with blood in the case of a sin offering for a high priest, or for 
the whole congregation (Lev 4:18), if they had sinned unwittingly. 

Prayer is the prescribed method of communication with God. Prayer has 
great spiritual power. It gives us strength and brings us closer to God. 
Perhaps, like the priests of old, we should offer our own fragrant incense and 
have a one-on-one conversation with the only One that really matters. Jesus 
shed His blood to give us direct access to the Holy of Holies. 

WHY DO YOU PRAY? 

DO YOUR PRAYERS HAVE STRENGTH AND POWER? 

DO YOU PRAY FOR FORGIVENESS? 

DO YOU GIVE THANKS FOR FORGIVENESS? 

Lev 4: 8-10- “And all the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it, the fat that covers 
                       the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails  

                       and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver 
                       that he shall remove with the kidneys  

                      (just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the priest  
                      shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering.” 

 

The Levitical priest removed all the visceral fat from the sacrificial 
animal. This was God’s portion. Just like in the Fellowship / Peace 
Offering, the fat around the intestines, kidneys, liver and loins 
(haunch) was considered the richest and best part of the animal. It 
was burned outside the tent on the Burnt Offering Altar as a sacrifice 
to God for the sins of the priest. 
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We’ve all heard the expression “Living off the the fat of the land.” Its origin is from Genesis 45:18 where 
Pharaoh told Joseph to“take your father and your households, and come to me, and I will give you the 
best of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.” The fat of the land  represented the very 
best of the best that Pharaoh could offer.  Leviticus 3:16 tells us that “all fat is the Lord’s.” God expects, 
demands, and deserves only the very best of the best from us at all times.   

WHY DOES GOD EXPECT THE BEST? 

WHY DOES GOD DEMAND THE BEST? 

WHY DOES GOD DESERVE THE BEST? 

Lev 4:11-12- “But the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung—  

                                    all the rest of the bull—he shall carry outside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap,  
                        and shall burn it up on a fire of wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.” 
 

Unlike other Sin Offerings, no part of this sacrifice was to be eaten by the priest since he was offering the 
sacrifice for his own sins. After the fat of the sacrifice was offered on the altar, the rest of the bull was 
carried outside the camp to the ash heap and burned. Its total consumption on the unclean ash heap 
outside the camp indicated the serious nature of the priest’s sin that had the potential to spread to all the 
people he cared for. God removed the guilt and punishment of the sin. It was the duty of the priest to try 
to keep the wickedness of sin away from the people.  

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could just throw our sin on a trash heap and incinerate it. God forgives sin; but 
we must do our part to eradicate sin from our lives. Just as the bull’s carcass was carried far outside the 
encampment and burned, we must distance ourselves from sin. It must then be totally eradicated before it 
creeps back into our encampment and destroys us and those around us.   

HOW DO YOU DISTANCE YOURSELF FROM SIN? 

HOW DO YOU KEEP SIN FROM CREEPING BACK INTO YOUR ENCAMPMENT? 

HOW CAN YOU DESTROY SIN? 
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Lev 4:13-15- “If the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally and the thing is hidden from the  
                        eyes of the assembly, and they do any one of the things that by the  LORD’s  
                        commandments ought not to be done, and they realize their guilt,  

                        when the sin which they have committed becomes known, the assembly shall offer a bull 
                        from the herd for a sin offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting.  

                                  And the elders of the congregation shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the 
                       LORD, and the bull shall be killed before the LORD.” 

A Sin Offering was also prescribed when the congregation as a whole committed a sinful act. Sometimes, 
the collective body ignorantly followed a path leading to a breach of God’s law. What they originally 
thought was the right path was later proven to be in violation of what God commanded. It didn’t matter 
whether the misdirection was the result of faulty leadership or aggregate ignorance. Once the sin was 
recognized, it had to be confessed and repented. A valuable bull was once again presented at the gate 
where the elders, as the representatives of the tribes, placed their hands on the animal and then killed it as 
a sacrifice to the Lord. 

No church is perfect. In the Book of Revelation, five of the seven churches received a rebuke from Jesus. 
Most churches don’t set out to disobey God’s direction, but far too many stray from the path He has 
outlined. Churches are made up of sinful people.  It’s understandable they will occasionally make poor 
choices that will later require acknowledgement. If they repent, God will forgive them. If they don’t, then 
they can destroy not only themselves, but also those that they touch.     

HOW DO CHURCHES SIN? 

HOW DO NATIONS SIN? 

HOW DOES A CHURCH OR NATION REPENT FROM SIN? 
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Lev 4:16-18”- “Then the anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of the bull into the tent of  
                         meeting,  

                         and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the 
                         LORD in front of the veil.  

                        And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is in the tent of  
                        meeting before the LORD, and the rest of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the  
                        altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting.  
 

Because the priest was part of the congregation that sinned, the remaining ceremony followed the same 
steps as the Sin Offering the priest presented for his personal transgressions. After the bull was slain by 
the tribal elders, the priest collected the blood and once again took it into the tabernacle (tent of meeting). 
There he dipped  his finger in the blood and sprinkled it seven times before the Veil that separated him 
from the Holy of Holies as an atoning sacrifice to God. The priest then turned around and sprinkled more 
of the blood on the horns of the Altar of Incense demonstrating the need for intercessory prayer. The 
remaining blood was taken outside to the Burnt Offering Altar and poured out at its base. 

Blood is a vital body fluid with many functions. It transports oxygen from the lungs and carries nutrients 
to the tissues. It contains antibodies that fight infection and it regulates body temperature. Blood 
circulates throughout the body and takes waste products to the kidneys and liver to be filtered and 
cleansed. Blood is so critical to our survival it can even forms clots to prevent its excessive loss. Blood is 
life. The shedding of blood was the most precious gift that Christ could ever give us.    

   Lev 17:11- “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make  
                        atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.” 

  
HOW PRECIOUS IS YOUR BLOOD? 

HOW PRECIOUS IS CHRIST’S BLOOD? 

DO YOU NEED A TRANSFUSION? 
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Lev 4: 19-21- “And all its fat he shall take from it and burn on the altar.  

                         Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do 
                         with this. And the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven.  

                         And he shall carry the bull outside the camp and burn it up as he burned the first bull; 
                         it is the sin offering for the assembly.” 

The remaining steps in the Sin Offering of the congregation continued to follow that of the priest’s 
individual offering. As the representative of the people, he made ceremonial atonement for them. His 
offering represented the remorse, confession, and repentance of the entire assembly to the only One 
capable of forgiving their sin- God. Through their Sin Offering, God absolved them of all blame. Their 
rightful sentence was commuted and no punishment was required. God wouldn’t look back on their 
transgression as the slate was wiped clean.   

Do we really understand what a clean slate means in our lives? Christ’s sacrifice gave us the freedom to 
live our lives without regret and remorse. Our sins are forgiven in the past, present, and future. It’s not a 
license to purposefully sin, but rather a safety net keeping us from falling to our doom when we slip. 
Sometimes we have a difficult time forgiving ourselves when our actions go astray. But if God can 
forgive us, shouldn’t we do likewise? 

WHY DO YOU NEED FORGIVENESS? 

DOES GOD FORGIVE YOU? 

DO YOU FORGIVE YOURSELF? 

Lev 4:22-23- “When a leader sins, doing unintentionally any one of all the things that by 
                        commandments of the LORD his God ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt,  

                        or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring as his offering a 
                        goat, a male without blemish,” 

The next Sin Offering concerned the unintentional sins of the tribal leaders. 
Though every sin is an affront to God, a local clan leader’s sin didn’t have the 
same affect as those of the High Priest or the entire assembly. When the High 
Priest or the whole congregation sinned, it could seriously harm the 
relationship between God and the entire nation. Unlike their sins, a local 
leader’s sin usually affected only himself and those immediately under him. 
When the tribal leader finally realized he had disobeyed God’s law, his required 
offering was of a lesser monetary value- a male goat without blemish.  

All sin is sin, but some sins affect us more than others. We all make sinful 
mistakes that have the potential to harm others. As leaders, it’s important to 
always remember we are not infallible. Acknowledgement of mistakes is a 

requirement of effective leadership and the first step in righting wrongs.  But 
before that can happen, a leader must first be right with God. God wants to see leaders succeed, but He 
knows that we can only succeed with His guidance.     
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WHY DO SOME SINS SEEM TO HAVE MORE CONSEQUENCE? 

CAN ALL SINS BE FORGIVEN? 

HOW DO LEADERS SIN? 

Lev 4:24-26- “And shall lay his hand on the head of the goat and kill it in the place where they kill the  
                        burnt offering before the LORD; it is a sin offering.  

                        Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it  
                        on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of its blood at the base 
                        of the altar of burnt offering. 

                        And all its fat he shall burn on the altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings. 
                        So the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be forgiven.” 

Unlike the Sin Offerings of the High Priest and the whole nation that took place both inside and outside 
the Tent of Meeting,  the entire ceremony for a tribal leader’s Sin Offering took place in the courtyard. The 
leader placed his hand on the goat to symbolize a transfer of his transgressions and then killed the animal. 
The priest burned the fat on the Burnt Altar and, like the Fellowship/Peace Offering, it became an  aroma  
pleasing to the Lord. It represented God’s acceptance of the sacrifice and His forgiveness of the leader. 
Unlike the Sin Offerings for the High Priest and nation, the priest was then able to keep the rest of the 
animal for food for himself and his family (Lev 6:26,29).   

It’s an honor to lead people but it can also be a daunting endeavor. Countless decisions must be made 
every day and careful consideration and deliberation must be given to each. If one is conscientious in 
seeking truth and diligent in formulating a plan of action, most will have a good outcome. However, 
sometimes our plans just do not end up turning out so favorably. Our good intentions are often soured by 
faulty information or even hidden agendas. We may even deceive ourselves into taking an action we know 
in our gut is wrong. That is when God demands we take a step back and reexamine our motives. We may 
not be required to slay a goat as atonement; but we do need to acknowledge our sin and ask for 
forgiveness for sins that can lead others astray.              

HAVE YOU EVER  QUESTIONED YOUR OWN LEADERSHIP? 

WHY? 

HOW DO YOU ATONE FOR SELFISH MOTIVES? 
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Lev 4:27-35- “If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that  
                         by the LORD's commandments ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, or the sin  
                        which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring for his offering a goat, a  
                        female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed.  

                         And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin offering in the 
                         place of burnt offering.  And the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and  
                         put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at  
                         the base of the altar.  

                        And all its fat he shall remove, as the fat is removed from the peace offerings, and the 
                        priest shall burn it on the altar for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. And the priest shall  
                        make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven. 
        
                        “If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring a female without 
                         blemish and lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in  
                         the place where they kill the burnt offering.  

                         Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it  
                         on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the  
                         base of the altar.  

                        And all its fat he shall remove as the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of  
                        peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on top of the LORD's food  of  
                        offerings. And the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has  
                        committed, and he shall be forgiven.” 

The ceremony of the Sin Offering for an individual who committed an unintentional sin was essentially 
the same as that of the tribal leader. But since the sin only affected himself, the offering could be of lesser 
value, either a female goat or a lamb. Just as Jesus was later pictured, the sacrificial animal had to be 
precious and without blemish to represent the perfect sacrifice.   

     (1 Peter 1:19- “But with the previous blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot”) 

The most important aspect of the Sin Offering was the forgiveness that came from acknowledging sin and 
seeking atonement. How often have we needlessly lived with guilt from hidden sin? Whether due to pride, 
embarrassment, or fear of retribution, we tend to retreat the into ourselves when sin takes hold. God gave 
the Israelites a way out of their sins through their Sin Offering. He gave us deliverance through His Son. 
Perhaps it’s time we take Him up on his offer and accept that forgiveness. God already knows we’re not 
perfect.     

DO YOU HAVE HIDDEN SIN? 

WHY ARE YOU HIDING IT? 

DO YOU THINK YOU ARE EXPECTED TO BE PERFECT? 

HAVE YOU ASKED FOR FORGIVENESS?   
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Lev 5:1- “If anyone sins in that he hears a public adjuration to testify, and though he is a witness,  
                 whether he has seen or come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he shall bear his 
                 iniquity;” 

  
To give further clarity to the types of infractions covered under the Sin 
Offering, Chapter 5 of Leviticus begins by listing four specific examples of 
unintentional sin. It begins with a witness who withholds testimony. For 
truth and justice to prevail in a courtroom, it was imperative all relevant 
testimony be heard. When a witness did not come forward, someone 
suffered. One side of the dispute or the other didn’t get justice. The witness 
may not have meant for any harm to come from his inaction, but it was still 
his duty to see that truth came to light. To withhold testimony was a sin.     

Today, in a Court of Law, we’re required to tell the “truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth.”  In theory, that seems simple enough. But the reality may be a little more 
difficult. When injustice is witnessed, too many people refuse to get involved due to concern over 
offending a friend or fear of receiving retribution from an enemy. Regardless, refusing to give truthful 
testimony or giving only partial witness is an affront to God. Only by giving truthful testimony can God’s 
law be carried out as He prescribed. He demands each and everyone of us be involved in seeing that 
justice is done.   

 DO YOU TELL THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH? 

HAVE YOU EVER WITHHELD TESTIMONY? 

WHAT WAS THE RESULT? 

Lev 5:2- “ or if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether a carcass of an unclean wild animal or a  
                 carcass of unclean livestock or a carcass of unclean swarming things, and it is hidden from  
                 him and he has become unclean, and he realizes his guilt;” 

 

The second example of unintentional sin involved a breach of the rules of cleanliness. Many of the Laws 
of Leviticus were given for the general health of the people. Touching a dead animal or insect could cause 
communicable illnesses. The priests were also public health officials who enforced sanitary conditions. 
Levitical law contained many ceremonial cleanings that not only enabled a person to properly approach 
God, but also protected them from common disease. 
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Growing up, how many times did your mommy tell you to wash your hands? She probably didn’t know  
about all of the forty diseases people can catch from animals or the fifty diseases caused by insects, but 
she did understand the need for cleanliness. Our knowledge of infectious disease is quite recent in the 
history of medicine; God’s understanding is limitless. Just like all of the other rules He gives us to live by, 
they are given for our protection. We may not understand them, but we sure ought to follow them for our 
own good. 

DO YOU WASH YOUR HANDS? 

WHY? 

WHY DOES GOD WANT YOU TO WASH YOUR HANDS? 

Lev 5:3- “or if he touches human uncleanness, of whatever sort the uncleanness may be with which  
                 one becomes unclean, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and realizes his  
                 guilt;” 

The third example of unintentional sin also involved the lack of cleanliness. God warned that touching 
human uncleanliness was also prohibited. Just as touching a dead animal was fraught with danger, the 
spreading of disease by humans could be equally devastating. As soon as the guilty party realized what he 
had done, he had to be cleaned in a prescribed manner. And, because he had broken God’s law, he had to 
offer a Sin Offering to the Lord for his transgression.   

Local health departments are required to report over 80 communicable disease spread by human contact. 
In the human mouth alone, over 700 different varieties of bacteria have been isolated. Infectious disease 
kills over 17 million people worldwide each year. Statistics such as these should cause all of us to reflect 
on the importance of following God’s simple guidance. He wants us to be clean from the inside out- both 
physically and spiritually. If we’re not mindful, human uncleanliness can spread like a wildfire destroying 
our mind, body, and soul.   

    
 HOW ARE HUMANS DEFILED? 

WHY ARE WE DEFILED? 

HOW CAN WE BECOME CLEAN? 
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Lev 5:4- “or if anyone utters with his lips a rash oath to do evil or to do good, any sort of rash oath that 
                 people swear, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and he realizes his guilt  
                 in any of these;” 

 

The last example of unintentional sin regarded one’s word. Oaths were common at that time as a 
demonstration that one would carry through with a promise. A rash oath was one made without 
forethought or one not meant to be kept. It was a sin that required confession and atonement. A Sin 
Offering was to be performed as a means of forgiveness.     

God expects us to keep our word. Jesus tells us that a Christian does not need to issue an oath. His word 
should be his bond: 

     Mat 5:33-37- “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but 
                             shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’  

                                             But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,  

                                             or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.  

                                            And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  

                             Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil”  

WHAT OATHS HAVE  YOU SWORN? 

WAS AN OATH NECESSARY? 

WHAT DOES YOUR WORD MEAN TO YOU? 

WHAT DOES YOUR WORD MEAN TO OTHERS? 
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Lev 5: 5-13- “when he realizes his guilt in any of these and confesses the sin he has committed, he 
                       shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has committed, a female 
                       from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement  
                       for him for his sin. 

                                “But if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for  
                       the sin that he has committed two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a sin offering and  
                       the other for a burnt offering. He shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer first the  
                       one for the sin offering. He shall wring its head from its neck but shall not sever it  
                       completely, and he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the  
                       altar, while the rest of the blood shall be drained out at the base of the altar; it is a sin 
                       offering. Then he shall offer the second for a burnt offering according to the rule. And  
                       the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin that he has committed, and he shall  
                       be forgiven. 

                                 “But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two pigeons, then he shall bring as his 
                       offering for the sin that he has committed a tenth of an ephah of fine flour for a sin  
                       offering. He shall put no oil on it and shall put no frankincense on it, for it is a sin  
                       offering. And he shall bring it to the priest, and the priest shall take a handful of it as its 
                       memorial portion and tburn this on the altar, on the LORD's food offerings; it is a sin 
                       offering. Thus the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has 
                       committed in any one of these things, and he shall be forgiven.  

                       And the remainder shall be for the priest, as in the grain offering.” 

No matter the financial circumstances of the sinner, a Sin Offering had to be presented when sin was 
recognized. Whether a lamb, goat, turtledove, pigeon, or two quarts of raw flour for the very poor, the 
sinner was to present what was valuable to him. The purpose of the Sin Offering was to atone for and 
provide forgiveness for unintentional non-defiant sin.  The sacrificial offerings, though each different in 
monetary value and presentation, were equally accepted by God when given in true repentance.   

We all make mistakes. How we present ourselves to God when we falter may differ from person to 
person. But, when we confess those mistakes and repent, He hears our pleas. Our Sin Offering today 
requires more than just a sacrificial animal or a little grain. It requires our acceptance of God’s Son as the 
ultimate Sin Offering on our behalf. There’s nothing more valuable to us or to God.  

HOW DO YOU GO TO GOD WHEN YOU FALTER?  

WHAT DO YOU HAVE  TO OFFER? 

HAVE YOU ACCEPTED WHAT HE HAS OFFERED YOU?  
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 5:14 - 6:7  
GUILT OFFERING 

Leviticus 5:14- 19 

14 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

15 “If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of the Lord, 
he shall bring to the Lord as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued in silver 
shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering.  

16 He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and shall add a fifth to it 
and give it to the priest. And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, 
and he shall be forgiven. 

17 “If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the Lord's commandments ought not to be done, 
though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity.  

18 He shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent, for a guilt 
offering, and the priest shall make atonement for him for the mistake that he made unintentionally, 
and he shall be forgiven.  

19 It is a guilt offering; he has indeed incurred guilt before the Lord.” 

Leviticus 6:1-7  

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

2 “If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbor in a 
matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor  

3 or has found something lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things that people do 
and sin thereby—  

4 if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore what he took by robbery or what he got by 
oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing that he found  

5 or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and 
give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt.  

6 And he shall bring to the priest as his compensation to the LORD a ram without blemish out of the 
flock, or its equivalent, for a guilt offering.  

7 And the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any of 
the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.” 
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GUILT OFFERING 

Leviticus 5:14 -6:7 

ELEMENTS  - Ram or Lamb 

PURPOSE     - Mandatory atonement for unintentional sin requiring restitution   

                        - Cleansing from defilement 

                        - Make restitution 
  
                        - Pay 20% fine  
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Lev 5:14-15- The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                      “If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of  
                      the Lord, he shall bring to the Lord as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of  
                      the flock, valued in silver shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt  
                      offering.” 

The Guilt Offering (sometimes referred to as Trespass Offering) was similar to the Sin Offering in that it 
was for unintentional sin. However, it was aimed at sins that either interfered with the tabernacle worship, 
went against God’s commands, or damaged a neighbor. Sins against “the holy things of the Lord” 
included infractions such as withholding offerings and tithes, misuse of the sacrificial offerings (such as 
the “most holy” portions reserved for the priests), failure to fulfill dedicatory vows, or dereliction of 
service due the Lord. The prescribed sacrificial animal was a ram without defect. The ram had to be of the 
proper value- by Jewish tradition, worth at least two shekels.      

How often have we sinned “against the holy things of the Lord”? Preaching anything contrary to the 
gospel, haphazardly participating in worship service, partaking of the Lord’s supper improperly, or even 
taking the Lord’s name in vain are all infractions most of us are guilty of at one time or another. Guilt is 
not just an emotion; it is an act involving the commission of an infraction.  

WHAT IS GUILT? 

HOW DO YOU RECOGNIZE GUILT? 

WHAT ARE YOU GUILTY OF IN YOUR WORSHIP? 

Lev 5:16-  “He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and shall add a 
                   fifth to it and give it to the priest. And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram  
                  of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.” 

Restitution was required when guilt was recognized by the worshiper. The ram was a 
Guilt Offering to God for the sin, but further payment was required as compensation 
for the actual damage caused by the infraction. A penalty was imposed equal to 20% 
of the value of the ram that was payable to the priest. The results of this Guilt 
Offering was atonement and forgiveness of the sin against the “holy things” of God.   
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Asking for forgiveness is sometimes too easy. Making restitution can be more difficult. God forgives us 
when we sin, but what restitution is owed for the damage we cause? We can never financially compensate 
God for our transgressions in worship, but perhaps we should work hard to rectify our mistakes. Giving 
20% more effort in our communion with God seems a small price to pay.      

WHAT IS RESTITUTION? 

WHY IS RESTITUTION REQUIRED FOR INFRACTIONS OF WORSHIP? 

WHAT RESTITUTION DUE YOU OWE? 

Lev 5:17- “If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the Lord's commandments ought not to be  
                   done, though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity.” 

The requirement for a Guilt Offering also applied when a person believed he may have violated one of 
God’s laws but could not specify which one.  Though he could not be certain, he suspected he may have 
unknowingly committed a defiant act because he felt guilty. In this case, his Sin Offering was a voluntary 
offering to relieve a troubled conscience.   

Who hasn’t had a guilty conscience at one time or another. Usually we know what we’ve done to cause 
that apprehension. But, sometimes, we’re not certain of what’s eating us from the inside out. We know 
that we don’t lead perfect lives and that is often the cause of our consternation. It’s not a question of if we 
have sinned, but rather how many times. Weekly, daily, even hourly, we commit infractions against God’s 
commandments. Fortunately, God already knows we are sinners. He can sin forgive sins we don’t even 
realize we’ve committed.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO FEEL GUILTY? 

DOES GOD WANT YOU TO FEEL GUILTY? 

WHAT DO YOU DO 
 WITH YOUR GUILTY CONSCIOUS?  
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Lev 5:18-19- “He shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent, for 
                        a guilt offering, and the priest shall make atonement for him for the mistake that he  
                        made unintentionally, and he shall be forgiven.  

                         It is a guilt offering; he has indeed incurred guilt before the Lord.” 

    
Since the person who felt guilty only suspected he had committed an offense, a separate compensation 
payment and fine were not required. The ram without blemish (or its equivalent) was sufficient alone. 
Because he’d “incurred guilt before the Lord,” the worshiper offered the sacrifice for his supposed 
unintentional  “mistake.” The priest made atonement for him and he was forgiven. He no longer had to 
carry a guilty conscious.  

What do we owe God when we have a guilty conscious? Perhaps the best we have to 
offer Him is to conduct a personal inventory of our relationship with Him. Do we 
spend enough time with Him? How can we improve our communication skills? Do we 
read His Word daily? Do we even know what it is that He expects of us? God doesn’t 
want us to feel guilty about unknown sins. But He does desire we stay close to Him.  
After all, the more time we spend with God, the less time we have to fret about our 
imperfections..   

IS NOT SPENDING TIME WITH GOD CAUSING YOUR GUILTY CONSCIOUS? 

HOW CAN YOU IMPROVE YOUR COMMUNICATION SKILLS? 

DO YOU READ HIS WORD DAILY? 

 WHAT’S IN IT? 

Lev 6:1-2- “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

                    “If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by deceiving his neighbor 
                      in a matter of deposit or security…” 

Defrauding someone of their property rights was also a sin against God. Unlike most unintentional sins, 
embezzlement and fraud were certainly intentional sins against man, through not necessarily intentionally 
defiant sins against God. The difference between simple intentional sin and defiantly intentional sin 
against God was an attitude of the heart. Defiant intentional sin was a rejection of the covenant with God 
and could not be forgiven by a Guilt Offering. Sins against other men could be forgiven if not committed 
as an open rebellion against God. Defrauding someone of their money was wrong and it carried penalties. 
It also required an acknowledgement of the sin and forgiveness from God. The Guilt Offering 
accomplished that.    
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Fraud is rampant in our society.  Men’s greed can cause great physical, emotional, and spiritual pain. God 
recognizes the temptation of money. He warns us of it continually throughout His Word. But it’s not 
money that we have to be concerned with- money is just a representation of work performed. It’s the love 
of money that has been the downfall of many a man. 

   1 Timothy 6:10- “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that  
                                some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.”  

DO YOU LOVE MONEY? 

WHY? 

WHAT KINDS OF TROUBLE HAS THE LOVE OF MONEY CAUSED YOU?  

 Lev 6:2- “…or through robbery…” 

 

Robbery was the taking of the property of another against his will. It often involved intimidation, the 
threat of force, or even violence. In its broadest definition it could have also included stealing by stealth. 
Even though God’s ten commandments explicitly stated “Do not steal,” or “covet another man’s 
possessions,” some men just couldn’t help themselves. Instead of working for their gain, they took the 
easy way and forcefully took the fruit of another man’s hard work. It was a sin against the individual, 
against society, and against God.  

Most of us have not forcefully robbed another person. But that doesn’t mean we have not at sometime 
taken what doesn’t belong to us. Employee theft costs corporations over $50 billions per year and 7% of 
their annual revenues. The percentage of employees who have stolen at least once from their employer is 
a staggering 75%. Employee theft accounts for 42% of a company’s inventory shrinkage. With statistics 
like these, it’s clear thievery is an epidemic problem in our society. When we take from others that which 
is not rightfully ours, someone gets hurt. Since all belongs to God, who are we really robbing? 

WHAT IS ROBBERY? 

WHAT IS STEALING? 

WHY ARE THEY SINS? 

WHAT ARE YOU TAKING THAT DOESN’T BELONG TO YOU?  
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Lev 6:2- “… or if he has oppressed his neighbor…”  

 

Oppression referred to acts of abuse of power or authority, and the burdening and crushing of those lower 
in station. It included compelling one to perform unreasonable service. Oppression of the disadvantaged 
members of society caused them to suffer unjust treatment, often for monetary gain. It was not just a sin, 
but also an insult to God: 

   Proverbs 14:31- “Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy  
                                 honors him.” 

Oppression is rampant in our society. It’s often even commended in our dog-eat-dog world. We see it in 
business, in government, and even in church. Stepping on someone to “get ahead” has become too 
commonplace in our fallen world. But it’s no less evil today than it was in Levitical times. It’s a sin that 
must be avoided; and, when recognized, repented.  After all, do you really want to insult your Maker?    

WHAT IS OPPRESSION ? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN OPPRESSED? 

HAVE YOU EVER OPPRESSED SOMEONE? 

Lev 6:3- “…or has found something lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things  
                 that people do and sin thereby…” 

The two edged sword of stealing and lying about it was as much a problem in ancient times as it is today- 
specifically, keeping something not his to keep and then lying under oath about how he obtained it. 
Centuries later, Roman Law referred to this act in their system of jurisprudence. By their code, anyone 
who found and kept for himself any property was punished as a thief whether he knew the owner of not. A 
statue of the 6th Century Greek statesman, Solon, best described this law: 

 “Take not up what you laid not down.” 

This, along with the other acts of fraud, robbery, and oppression, was considered to be a sin under 
Levitical Law. The expression “finders keeper, losers weepers” is a common idiom. It’s unfortunately 
only half right. The loser of an item certainly regrets its loss; but the finder has no right to keep that 
property. One who finds any lost property, and does not make all due inquiry to find out the owner, is a 
thief. Lying about it later only confounds the situation. A heavy price is incurred when anyone defrauds, 
robs, or oppresses someone or keeps what is not theirs to keep and then lies about it. Jesus gave the 
simple solution to these sins- treat others as you want them to treat you.  
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HAVE YOU EVER KEPT WHAT WAS NOT YOURS? 

WHY? 

WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT THAT? 

Lev 6:4-5- “ if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore what he took by robbery or  
                     what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing that  
                     he found  

                               or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall restore it in full and shall add a  
                     fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt.” 

Once the sinner realized his guilt, he was required to do three things. The first two involved making 
restitution to his fellow man. He had to fully repay the victim for his loss. Secondly, he was required to 
pay an additional 20% penalty. There could not be any delay in the repayment and fine- it had to be done 
on the very day that the sinner realized his guilt. Restitution was both costly and timely.  

Crime is costly. It’s not enough to just repay someone you’ve wronged. A penalty is incurred that must 
also be paid. It may not even be money that is required. A penalty involves forfeiture of something 
valuable- sometimes even our freedom.  It’s handed out as a reminder of the seriousness of the offense 
and as a deterrent to future actions. If our justice system was as well administered as the Levitical Laws, 
we might see less crime. How long do complaints languish in our courts today? Perhaps we should follow 
some of the laws given to Moses and make our restitution a bit more costly and much more timely.    

HAVE YOU EVER PAID A FINE? 

WHY? 

DID YOU PAY IT SWIFTLY?  

DID IT DETER YOUR FUTURE ACTIONS? 

    

60



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 6:6-7- “And he shall bring to the priest as his compensation to the Lord a ram without blemish out  
                     of the flock, or its equivalent, for a guilt offering.  

                              And the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord, and he shall be forgiven for 
                    any of the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.” 

 

The  third requirement for someone who had wronged his neighbor was 
the most important- He had to make himself right with God. Though it was 
necessary to make restitution and pay a fine for the damage done, it was 
much more important to receive forgiveness from God. This was done 
through the Guilt Offering where a ram without blemish was offered as a 
substitutionary atonement for the sin. The priest performed the Guilt 
Offering ceremony on behalf of the sinner and he was forgiven. The sinner 
was cleansed of his guilt.   

No matter what penalty we may pay for our wrongdoings, it doesn’t negate 
the need to make our lives right with God again. He expects us to   
acknowledge our sin, repent, and ask forgiveness. We certainly need to 
make ourselves right with the Law, but it’s much more important to make 
our hearts right with the Lord. It’s really not that difficult- all we need to 
do is ask!  

HAVE YOU MADE YOURSELF RIGHT WITH THE LAW? 

HAVE YOU MADE YOURSELF RIGHT WITH GOD? 

HOW DO YOU DO BOTH? 

WHY MUST YOU DO BOTH? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 6:8- 7:38  
DUTIES OF THE PRIEST  

Leviticus 6:8-30- 

8 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

 9 “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall 
be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning 
on it.  

10 And the priest shall put on his linen garment and put his linen undergarment on his body, and he 
shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar and put them 
beside the altar.  

11 Then he shall take off his garments and put on other garments and carry the ashes outside the camp 
to a clean place.  

12 The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest shall burn wood on it 
every morning, and he shall arrange the burnt offering on it and shall burn on it the fat of the peace 
offerings.  

13 Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out. 

14 “And this is the law of the grain offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD in front 
of the altar.  

15 And one shall take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering and its oil and all the 
frankincense that is on the grain offering and burn this as its memorial portion on the altar, a pleasing 
aroma to the LORD.  

16 And the rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten unleavened in a holy place. In the 
court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it.  

17 It shall not be baked with leaven. I have given it as their portion of my food offerings. It is a thing 
most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering.  

18 Every male among the children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever throughout your 
generations, from the LORD's food offerings. Whatever touches them shall become holy.” 

19 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

20 “This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer to the LORD on the day when he is 
anointed: a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and 
half in the evening.  

21 It shall be made with oil on a griddle. You shall bring it well mixed, in baked pieces like a grain 
offering, and offer it for a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  
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22 The priest from among Aaron's sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall offer it to the LORD as 
decreed forever. The whole of it shall be burned.  

23 Every grain offering of a priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.” 

24 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

25 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering. In the place where the burnt 
offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD; it is most holy.  

26 The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of the tent of 
meeting.   

27 Whatever touches its flesh shall be holy, and when any of its blood is splashed on a garment, you 
shall wash that on which it was splashed in a holy place. 

 28 And the earthenware vessel in which it is boiled shall be broken. But if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, 
that shall be scoured and rinsed in water.  

29 Every male among the priests may eat of it; it is most holy.  

30 But no sin offering shall be eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make 
atonement in the Holy Place; it shall be burned up with fire. 

Leviticus 7:1-38-


“This is the law of the guilt offering. It is most holy.  

2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood shall be 
thrown against the sides of the altar. 

3 And all its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 

4 the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall 
remove with the kidneys.  

5 The priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering.  

6 Every male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy.  

7 The guilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who makes 
atonement with it shall have it.  

8 And the priest who offers any man's burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt 
offering that he has offered.  

9 And every grain offering baked in the oven and all that is prepared on a pan or a griddle shall belong 
to the priest who offers it.  

10 And every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be shared equally among all the sons of Aaron. 

11 “And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD.  
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12 If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice unleavened 
loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine flour well mixed with oil. 

13 With the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with loaves of 
leavened bread.  

14 And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a gift to the LORD. It shall belong to the 
priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings.  

15 And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his 
offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning.  

16 But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on the day 
that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next day what remains of it shall be eaten.  

17 But what remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up with fire.  

18 If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who offers it shall 
not be accepted, neither shall it be credited to him. It is tainted, and he who eats of it shall bear his 
iniquity. 

19 “Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. All who are 
clean may eat flesh,  

20 but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORD's peace offerings while an 
uncleanness is on him, that person shall be cut off from his people.  

21 And if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether human uncleanness or an unclean beast or any 
unclean detestable creature, and then eats some flesh from the sacrifice of the LORD's peace offerings, 
that person shall be cut off from his people.” 

22 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

23 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, You shall eat no fat, of ox or sheep or goat.  

24 The fat of an animal that dies of itself and the fat of one that is torn by beasts may be put to any 
other use, but on no account shall you eat it.  

25 For every person who eats of the fat of an animal of which a food offering may be made to the 
LORD shall be cut off from his people.    

26 Moreover, you shall eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of your dwelling 
places.  

27 Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.” 

28 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

29 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever offers the sacrifice of his peace offerings to the 
LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace offerings.  
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30 His own hands shall bring the LORD's food offerings. He shall bring the fat with the breast, that the 
breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD.  

31 The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast shall be for Aaron and his sons.  

32 And the right thigh you shall give to the priest as a contribution from the sacrifice of your peace 
offerings.  

33 Whoever among the sons of Aaron offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat shall have the 
right thigh for a portion.  

34 For the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed I have taken from the people of Israel, 
out of the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons, 
as a perpetual due from the people of Israel.  

35 This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORD's food offerings, from the day they were 
presented to serve as priests of the LORD.  

36 The LORD commanded this to be given them by the people of Israel, from the day that he anointed 
them. It is a perpetual due throughout their generations.” 

37 This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering, of the guilt offering, of 
the ordination offering, and of the peace offering,  

38 which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded the people of 
Israel to bring their offerings to the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai. 
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Lev 6:8-9- “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

                  “Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt  
                   offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the  
                   altar shall be kept burning on it.” 

Aaron and his sons, the Levitical clergy, were instructed to keep the flame of 
the Burnt Offering kindling at all times.  Three times in this chapter they were 
commanded to never let the flames go out. This fire was started by God (Lev 
9:24) and it continued through the next 40 years in the desert and beyond. The 
fire on the altar served as a constant reminder of God’s power. It was a gift 
from heaven. No other source of fire for the altar was acceptable to God 
(Numbers 3:4). The continuously burning fire at the altar of Burnt Offering 
reminded the Israelites of the reality of God’s presence and of their need for 
God. 

We all know fire. It can provide light and warmth when under control; but it can also be all consuming 
and terrifying when fully unleashed. God often used the imagery of fire to represent His nature. We can 
either follow His light or be destroyed by His flames. There is no choice in between. Choose wisely! 

HOW IS GOD LIKE FIRE? 

HOW DO GOD’S FLAMES PROVIDE COMFORT? 

HOW CAN GOD’S FLAMES PRODUCE FURY? 

Lev 6:10-11- “And the priest shall put on his linen garment and put his linen undergarment on his body, and he  
                        shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar and put them  
                        beside the altar.  

                                Then he shall take off his garments and put on other garments and carry the ashes  
                      outside the camp to a clean place.” 

God used distinctive garments to set His spiritual leaders apart from the other 
Israelites. Each piece of the priestly garments held significance related to the work 
the priests performed. Exodus 28 contains a detailed description of the garments 
God commanded to be made and worn by the priests. They were “sacred garments” 
to bestow Aaron and his sons with “dignity and honor.” 

 Exodus 28:3-5 - “You shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with a  
                             spirit of skill, that they make Aaron's garments to consecrate  
                             him for my priesthood. These are the garments that they shall  
                             make: a breast piece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker  
                             work, a turban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments  
                             for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as priests.  
                             They shall receive gold, blue, and purple and scarlet yarns,  
                             and fine twined linen.” 
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One of the purposes of wearing these garments was to give the High Priest something to ponder while he 
wore them.  His everyday actions were to transcend his own personal life and take on a more important 
role- to make atonement for those he led.  

The Babylonian Talmud later ascribed further meanings to the High Priest’s garments: 

1. The tunic, which covers most of the priest's body, atones for killing. 
2. The pants atone for sexual transgressions. 
3. The turban, worn on the head, atone for haughtiness. 
4. The belt, wound about the body and worn over the heart, atones for "sins of the heart" - 

improper thoughts. 
5. The breastplate atones for errors in judgment. 
6. The ephod atones for idolatry. 
7. The robe atones for evil speech. 
8. The High Priest's crown atones for arrogance 

The ordinary priests wore four garments all year round- tunic, pants, hat, and belt.  
The Hebrew word for "linen" is “shesh”, which literally means "six." This indicates 
that each thread used in these garments was required to be a six-ply linen thread. 
Five different materials were used to create the priestly garments- gold, sky-blue 
wool, dark-red wool, crimson wool, and twisted linen. The priest was to wear his 
official priestly garments only inside the camp of Israel. If he wore them outside of 
the camp to carry the ashes to the “clean place,” there was danger that his sacred 
garments could become defiled. 

Today, most pastors don’t dress in robes and tunics. They’re more likely to wear casual clothing to make 
the congregation feel more comfortable. Pastors try to not separate themselves from their fellow 
worshipers because they see themselves as messengers and not rulers. They no longer have the 
responsibility of atonement. Instead, their job is to point others to the One who does. Their sacred 
clothing is the cover of a book- our Bible. It’s their responsibility to make sure it is never defiled.          

WHY SHOULD A PASTOR SEPARATE HIMSELF FROM THE CONGREGATION? 

WHY SHOULD HE BECOME ONE WITH THE CONGREGATION? 

HOW DOES A PASTOR LEAD FROM WITHIN THE CONGREGATION? 

HOW DOES HE KEEP FROM DEFILING GOD’S WORD? 
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Lev 6:12-13- “The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest shall burn  
                        wood on it every morning, and he shall arrange the burnt offering on it and shall burn  
                        on it the fat of the peace offerings.  

                        Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out.” 

Keeping God’s fire burning required much work on the part of the priest. He was responsible for 
procuring, cutting, stacking, and burning the logs each day. Much wood was required to completely burn 
the multiple sacrifices offered and to make sure the fire never died out.  The priest conducted a prescribed 
Burnt Offering every morning and every evening (Ex 29:39).  The usual sequence the other sacrifices 
were offered throughout the day was a Sin and/or Guilt Offering followed by a Burnt Offering, Grain 
Offering, and  Fellowship Offering. Winter, spring, summer, and fall, the fire burned day and  night.  

Our pastors work unceasingly. Day after day, week after week, and year after year they labor to care for 
their flock. They may not chop wood or burn sacrifices, but they continually teach God’s word to sear it 
onto our hearts and minds.  It’s hard work to keep that fire alive.    

WHAT DOES A PASTOR DO ON SUNDAYS? 

WHAT DOES A PASTOR DO MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY? 

HOW DOES YOUR PASTOR KEEP THE FIRE ALIVE? 
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Lev 6:14-18- “And this is the law of the grain offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the 
                        LORD in front of the altar.  

                        And one shall take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering and its oil and  
                        all the frankincense that is on the grain offering and burn this as its memorial portion 
                        on the altar, a pleasing aroma to the LORD.  

                       And the rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten unleavened in a holy  
                       place. In the court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it.  

                                  It shall not be baked with leaven. I have given it as their portion of my food offerings. It  
                       is a thing most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering.  

                       Every male among the children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever throughout  
                       your generations, from the LORD's food offerings. Whatever touches them shall become  
                       holy.” 

The Grain Offering was unique among the offerings as it was the only one that was not a blood sacrifice- 
it was an offering of fine flour. This required seeds to be sown, mature grain to be harvested, wheat 
separated from the chaff, and kernels of grain ground fine into flour.. The Grain Offering could be 
presented as raw grain, or it could be presented as baked, grilled, or fried cakes. It was always to be 
accompanied by oil pressed from olives, aromatic frankincense, and salt. The Grain Offering was the 
work of their hands. It was a voluntary offering recognizing God’s goodness and provision and expressing 
devotion to God. 

The priest took whatever had been brought by the worshiper, and presented 
it to the Lord in front of the altar. Then he took a handful of the Grain 
Offering, together with all the frankincense, and threw it into the fire on 
the altar of Burnt Offering. This portion would go up as a pleasing aroma 
to the Lord. Everything but that handful would then become food for the 
priests.  

The priest was not permitted to take the flour home, use it to bake leavened 
bread, or share it with his family and friends. Because it was presented at 
the altar and a portion of it was burned on the altar, it was holy. This Grain 

Offering was set apart, and consequently was to be treated with great care. Only Aaron and his sons, 
blood descendants of Aaron, who were ceremonially clean and permitted to enter the Lord’s courtyard, 
were allowed to eat. It had to be eaten in the courtyard of the tabernacle and none of it was to leave the 
area. It was holy food to be eaten in a holy place. And it was to be eaten unleavened. Twice it was 
emphasized that leaven was not to be used. Leven throughout scripture was a symbol of the sin of pride, 
which puffs up. There was to be humility in the Lord’s presence.  

WHY WAS A GRAIN OFFERING ACCEPTABLE TO GOD? 

HOW DO YOU EXPRESS DEVOTION TO GOD? 

WHY DID GOD SHARE HIS GRAIN OFFERING WITH THE PRIEST? 

WHY DO YOU SHARE WITH YOUR CLERGY? 

WHAT SHOULD YOUR CLERGY DO WITH WHAT IS SHARED? 
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Lev 6:19-23- “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

                      “This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer to the Lord on the day when he 
                        is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the  
                       morning and half in the evening.  

                       It shall be made with oil on a griddle. You shall bring it well mixed, in baked pieces like a  
                       grain offering, and offer it for a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  

                       The priest from among Aaron's sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall offer it to the 
                       Lord as decreed forever. The whole of it shall be burned.  

                       Every grain offering of a priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.” 

This offering was distinct from the Grain Offering previously described. It was offered not for lay persons 
but for the priest himself when he was anointed at the beginning of his ministry.  In contrast to the regular 
Grain Offering offered by the members of the community, which also provided food for the priests, this 
Grain Offering was not to be eaten. It was a mandatory offering that was first cooked on a griddle and 
then totally burned on the altar where it became a “pleasing aroma to the Lord.”  Half of this special 
Grain Offering was burnt at the morning sacrifice, and half at the evening sacrifice. This offering, having 
first been offered at the consecration of Aaron, was afterwards to be offered at the consecration of each 
succeeding high priest as an expression of devotion to God.  

Every young pastor coming out of seminary should understand the special responsibility given to him. He 
is entrusted with delivering God’s Word in a clear and unadulterated manner for the rest of his life. He 
must become both a servant and a leader capable of guiding people in their journey through the 
minefields of life. This can only be done by keeping God at the forefront each and every day. Perhaps he 
should offer a Grain Offering of his own before embarking on his ministry as a reminder of his critical 
mission. 

HOW SHOULD A PASTOR START HIS MINISTRY? 

HOW SHOULD A LAYMAN START HIS MINISTRY? 

HOW SHOULD YOU START YOUR MINISTRY?  
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Lev 6:24-30-“The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

                               “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the sin offering. In the place  
                      where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD; it is 
                      most holy.  

                      The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it. In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of  
                      the tent of meeting.   

                      Whatever touches its flesh shall be holy, and when any of its blood is splashed on a 
                      garment, you shall wash that on which it was splashed in a holy place. 

                      And the earthenware vessel in which it is boiled shall be broken. But if it is boiled in a 
                      bronze vessel, that shall be scoured and rinsed in water.  

                      Every male among the priests may eat of it; it is most holy.  

                      But no sin offering shall be eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of  
                      meeting to make atonement in the Holy Place; it shall be burned up with fire.” 

The Sin Offering was for mandatory atonement of unintentional sin and for cleansing from defilement. A 
bull, goat, lamb, dove, pigeon, or fine grain was offered depending upon the offender.  The Sin Offering of 
a bull for the priest or for the congregation as a whole could not be eaten by the priest or his family. Only 

offerings whose blood was not taken into the tabernacle could be eaten. The Sin 
Offerings for the sins of the priest or whole congregation were to be totally 
burned upon the altar as atonement for their sins.  

For an individual’s Sin Offerings, the Levitical priest removed all of the visceral 
fat from the sacrificial animal; this was God’s portion. This “memorial portion” 
was then burned on the altar as the Sin Offering for the offender. The rest of the 
carcass belonged to the officiating priest. He and the males of his family could 
eat it, but only within the confines of the tabernacle area. No one else was 
allowed to partake of it but the male members of a priestly family.  

Blood splashed on a garment worn by the priest was to be washed on the 
grounds of the Tent of Meeting in order that the holy blood might not be carried 
out of the sanctuary into common life and be profaned. If an earthen vessel had 
been used in cooking, being porous and likely to absorb some of the liquid 

particles, it was to be broken and destroyed. If a metal pan was used, it was to be scoured and washed 
with great care.  This was done not because the vessels had been defiled, but because the flesh of the Sin 
Offering, having been boiled in them, made those vessels too sacred for ordinary use. 

Our offerings to God are special and and should not be tainted by the corruption of the world. Our money,  
our skills, and our time belong to God. We may need to break and destroy distractions that absorb us like 
a porous pot; or, scour and scrub away impurities that contaminate our lives. God expects us to offer 
ourselves undefiled. After all, He already sent His Son to cleanse our garments.        

HOW CAN THE WORLD DEFILE US? 

HOW DO YOU OFFER YOURSELF TO GOD UNDEFILED? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO SCOUR OR DESTROY? 
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Lev 7:1-6- “This is the law of the guilt offering. It is most holy.  

                              In the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the guilt offering, and its 
                    blood shall be thrown against the sides of the altar. 

                    And all its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 

                    the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that 
                    he shall remove with the kidneys.  

                   The priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt  
                   offering. 

                            Every male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy.” 

 

The Guilt Offering (sometimes referred to as Trespass Offering) was a mandatory atonement for 
unintentional sin requiring restitution. The person bringing a Guilt Offering sought to make amends for 
some action of his that had caused loss or damage to someone else. It atoned for sins that either interfered 
with the tabernacle worship, went against God’s commands, or damaged a  neighbor. A ram or lamb was 
offered to God as a substitutionary sacrifice. Additionally, financial restitution was required and a twenty 
percent penalty was added. Chapters 5 and 6 of Leviticus explained who was required to offer a Guilt 
Offering and chapter 7 described  the priest’s responsibility in this offering.   

The sacrificial animal was killed on the north side of the altar. Unlike a Sin Offering, where the blood was 
applied to the horns of the altar, the priest sprinkled the blood of the Guilt Offering on two opposite 
diagonal corners of the altar so that the blood reached all four sides of the altar.  The blood represented 
atonement at the cost of life. All of the fat, considered the richest and best part of the animal, was 
removed with the kidneys and then burnt as a “memorial portion” to God. The priests could eat the rest of 
the animal; but only within the holy confines of the tabernacle area because the Guilt Offering was 
considered most holy- only for sacred use. 

WHY DOES ATONEMENT COST LIFE? 

HOW IS YOUR OFFERING SACRED? 

HOW SHOULD YOU TREAT SACRED OFFERINGS? 
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Lev 7:7-10- “The guilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who  
                       makes atonement with it shall have it.  

                       And the priest who offers any man's burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the 
                       burnt offering that he has offered.  

                       And every grain offering baked in the oven and all that is prepared on a pan or a griddle 
                       shall belong to the priest who offers it.  

                       And every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be shared equally among all the  
                       sons of Aaron.” 

 

 

This section describes what the priest was allowed to keep in four of the offerings- the Guilt, Sin, Burnt, 
and Grain Offerings. The Guilt and Sin Offerings, after the memorial portion was offered to God,  
provided the priest with the animal’s breast and thigh for food. In the case of the Burnt Offering, the hide 
of the animal was the priest’s only compensation as the rest of the animal was totally burnt on the altar. 
These hides were used for both clothing and shelter. Cooked Grain Offerings went to the officiating 
priest; but, uncooked Grain Offerings were shared by all the priests. The raw grain was more easily 
divided and could later be cooked as needed by the priests.  

Nothing was wasted. The best of the sacrificial animal and grain was accepted by God as atonement and 
the rest was distributed to the priests to sustain them.    

God expects the best that we have to offer, but He also understands our need for sustenance. He doesn’t 
begrudge us food on our tables, clothing on our backs, or roofs over our heads. Even in the Levitical 
Offerings, God prescribed a portion for His servants. God never wastes what He created.  He desires we 
not waste anything He gives us. Enjoy what He’s given you; but use it wisely.   

WHAT PORTION HAS GOD GIVEN YOU? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED FOR SUSTENANCE? 

DO YOU WASTE WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU?  
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Lev 7:11-15- “And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD.  

                                   If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice 
                       unleavened loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine 
                       flour well mixed with oil. 

                       With the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with  
                       loaves of leavened bread.  

                                  And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a gift to the LORD. It shall  
                       belong to the priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings.  

                       And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the  
                       day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning.”  

The Peace Offering can also be referred to as the Fellowship Offering. As described 
in Chapter 3, it was a voluntary act of worship expressing thanksgiving and 
fellowship. It was always accompanied by a Grain Offering and it included a 
communal meal. The remaining part of Leviticus 7 explains the responsibilities  
and compensation of the priests in this offering.  

As previously described, there were 3 subcategories of Peace/ Fellowship Offerings- 
the Thanksgiving Offering, the Votive Offering, and the Freewill Offering. The 
Thanksgiving Offering was the most common. It was an acknowledgement to others 
of God’s answer to prayer. The Votive Offering proclaimed or expressed fulfillment of 
a vow. And the Freewill Offering expressed devotion or thankfulness to God for some 
unexpected blessing. The sacrificial animal could be any animal without defect from 
herd or flock. 

When the priest offered a Thanksgiving Offering of an animal from the herd of flock (bull, cow, or sheep), 
he also offered unleavened loaves or wafers of fine grain mixed with olive oil. The offerer  was instructed 
to also bring loaves of leavened bread. One loaf was offered to the Lord  and  and the rest was distributed 
to the priest for food. The remaining animal left over after God took His memorial portion was to be 
entirely eaten as a shared communal meal on the same day that it was offered. 

WHAT DO YOU WANT OTHERS TO KNOW THAT YOU ARE THANKFUL FOR? 

WHAT VOWS HAVE YOU MADE TO GOD? 

WHAT UNEXPECTED BLESSING HAVE YOU RECEIVED LATELY? 

WHAT DO YOU SHARE WITH OTHERS? 
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Lev 7:16-18- “But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, it shall be  
                        eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next day what remains of it shall  
                        be eaten.  

                        But what remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up with  
                        fire.  

                        If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who 
                        offers it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be credited to him. It is tainted, and he 
                        who eats of it shall bear his iniquity.” 

The next two Peace/ Fellowship Offerings had more lax requirements. The Votive and Freewill Offerings, 
which were inferior to the Thanksgiving Offering in sanctity, could be eaten over two days; but on the 
third day, what remained had to be burned. If one did eat of it on the third day, his offering was 
considered tainted and and unacceptable to the Lord.  

As children, we constantly tested our parents resolve. If they said 
do not cross a line, we put our toe just slightly over it to see if we 
could get away with it. We didn’t understand their rules were 
given to us for a reason. They loved us and wanted to protect us. 
How often do we test God. He also gives us rules for a reason. His 
sacrifices were ordained because He loved them; He wanted to 
protect them. The Votive or Freewill Offering was tainted after the 
second day, both physically and spiritually. Eating it on the third 
day tainted the offerer. God never wants us to be tainted.    

DO YOU TEST  GOD? 

WHY ? 

HAVE YOU BEEN PHYSICALLY TAINTED BY DISOBEDIENCE? 

HAVE YOU BEEN SPIRITUALLY TAINTED BY DISOBEDIENCE? 
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Lev 7:19-21- “Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. 
                        All who are clean may eat flesh,  

                         but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORD's peace offerings while  
                        an uncleanness is on him, that person shall be cut off from his people.  

                         And if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether human uncleanness or an unclean  
                        beast or any unclean detestable creature, and then eats some flesh from the sacrifice of 
                        the LORD's peace offerings, that person shall be cut off from his people.” 

Not only did the Votive and Freewill Offerings become tainted after two days, but it was also defiled if it 
came into contact with anything unclean. If a person ate any Peace/ Fellowship Offering that was 
unclean, he was to be “cut off from his people.” Likewise, if a person became unclean from touching 
human, animal, or detestable creature uncleanliness, and then ate the sacrifice, he also was to be “cut off 
from his people.”  Both the meat and the one one who ate it had to be ceremonially clean.  

So what did it mean to be “cut off from his people?”  The actual word, “Karath,” mentioned 47 times in 
the Old Testament, is a word with multiple definitions. It originally meant a death penalty, but it came to 
mean a strong affirmation of divine disapproval. Here, it described a separation from the fellowship and 
company of His people.  It was punishment decided by God for disobedience.  

Fortunately, the word “Karath” is not found in the New Testament. Because we were given redemption 
through Jesus, we no longer need to be cut off for our sins.  Instead, we’re all encouraged to reclaim lost 
souls who wander from the truth.  

      James 5:19-20- “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him  
                                 back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save 
                                 his soul from death and will cover a multitude of  sins”   

HAVE YOU EVER WANDERED FROM THE TRUTH? 

DID YOU FEEL “CUT OFF” FOR YOUR SINS? 

WHO BROUGHT YOU BACK? 

HOW? 
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Lev 7:22-26- “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

                                  “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, You shall eat no fat, of ox or sheep or goat.  

                         The fat of an animal that dies of itself and the fat of one that is torn by beasts may be 
                         put to any other use, but on no account shall you eat it.  

                         For every person who eats of the fat of an animal of which a food offering may be made 
                         to the LORD shall be cut off from his people. 

                         Moreover, you shall eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of your 
                         dwelling places.  

                         Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.” 

Divine judgement awaited anyone who ate the fat of an animal designated for sacrifice. This was God’s 
portion alone. Anyone who ate God’s portion was to be “cut off from his people.”  If the animal died for  
reasons other than the sacrifice, God did permit the use of its fat for some household purposes such as 
fueling lanterns, oiling harnesses, or making soap. However, even this fat was never to be eaten.   

Additionally, eating meat from which the blood was not drained was 
also prohibited. Anyone who ate blood was also to be “cut off from his 
people.” Blood represented life and atonement for the soul.  

     Lev 17:11- “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given  
                          it for you on the altar to make atonement for your  
                          souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the  
                          life.”  

WHAT IS GOD’S ALONE TODAY? 

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO TAKE WHAT IS GOD’S ALONE? 

HOW IS THE LIFE OF THE FLESH IN THE BLOOD? 

HOW DOES THE BLOOD MAKE ATONEMENT BY THE LIFE? 
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Lev 7:27-34- “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

                                  “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever offers the sacrifice of his peace offerings 
                         to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace  
                         offerings.  

                        His own hands shall bring the LORD's food offerings. He shall bring the fat with the 
                        breast, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD. 

                        The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast shall be for Aaron and his sons.  

                        And the right thigh you shall give to the priest as a contribution from the sacrifice of 
                        your peace offerings.  

                        Whoever among the sons of Aaron offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat 
                        shall have the right thigh for a portion.  

                        For the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed I have taken from the 
                        people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and have given them to 
                        Aaron the priest and to his sons, as a perpetual due from the people of Israel.” 

At each Peace/Fellowship Offering, the worshiper personally presented the sacrificial animal to the priest. 
The priest burned the fat on the altar and then took the breast and the right thigh of the animal as 
compensation for performing the offering. The priest waved the breast and thigh before the Lord. This 
wave offering consisted of the priest placing his hands beneath those of the offerer, who held the pieces of 
meat to be waved, and slowly moving them back and forth before the altar. The movements were made to 
demonstrate that the priest’s portion, though not burnt on the altar, were consecrated to God's service. The 
priest then kept it as food for himself and his sons. The rest of the sacrificial animal was eaten as a 
communal meal by all the people.    

The wave offering represents that all belongs to God- He just allows us to borrow what is really only His 
to give. Eventually, God expects us to cheerfully return the money, time, and skills that He lends to us. He 
can then take what we return and lend it to others to further His Word. Returning God’s property should 
be easy. Giving back to God costs us nothing since we never owned it in the first place. 

WHAT DID GOD LEND YOU? 

HAVE YOU RETURNED IT? 

DID YOU RETURN IT IN GOOD SHAPE?  
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Lev 7:35-28- “This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORD's food offerings, from the  
                        day they were presented to serve as priests of the LORD.  

                        The LORD commanded this to be given them by the people of Israel, from the day that 
                        he anointed them. It is a perpetual due throughout their generations.” 

                        This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering, of the guilt 
                        offering, of the ordination offering, and of the peace offering,  

                        which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded the 
                        people of Israel to bring their offerings to the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.” 

This concludes the Lord’s commands regarding the individual offerings required of the people.  Leviticus 
chapters 1 through 7 pointed to the all powerful God as He established a nation from the remnants of 
generational  captivity in  Egypt. It described the means by which sinful people could maintain their focus 
on God and reestablished a relationship with Him when they faltered. The responsibility of the priest was 
defined and the Levitical priesthood’s compensation was established for generations. The Burnt, Grain, 
Fellowship, Sin, and Guilt Offerings were God’s gifts to man to maintain communication and fellowship 
with Him- even when that bond was strained by man’s foolish actions.  

Today, we understand that all of these offerings pointed to one individual- Jesus. The sacrificial animals 
merely represented the substitutionary blood that would later be shed by Christ on the cross for our sins. 
There is no action we can take today to save ourselves from our transgressions other than the belief in 
Jesus as our personal Redeemer.  He was the final and ultimate sacrificial offering for mankind.            

HOW DID THE LEVITICAL OFFERINGS FOCUS THE PEOPLE ON GOD? 

HOW DID THE LEVITICAL  OFFERINGS REESTABLISH FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD? 

HOW DO WE FOCUS AND REESTABLISH OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?  
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Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

PART TWO 

LEVITICUS 8-10 

“GOD’S GOVERNMENT” 

One can’t read a newspaper or turn on the news without finding some discussion of the pros and cons of 
engaging in nation-building. The term refers to the re-creation of a nation from a non-functioning country 
destroyed by conflict or from one that never worked properly from its inception. The goal of nation-
building is to unify people within a country so it remains politically viable and stable. It includes the 
formation of policies aimed at creating a strong sense of national identity based on a common set of 
values and ideals.  

Over three-thousand years ago, God took a group of oppressed Israelites out of Egypt and sent them on a 
journey to establish a nation. But, before they could become a great nation, God needed to unite the 
people by identifying their common set of values and ideals. Policies had to be developed to create a 
strong sense of national unity and leaders needed to be identified to carry out those policies. God 
understood nation-building required good leadership. But leaders don’t just sprout on trees- individuals 
must be trained, molded, and tested before they can be placed in leadership roles. God created the 
Levitical priesthood to produce these leaders and He developed His own training program to insure their 
competency and loyalty.    

Chapters 8 through 10 of The Book of Leviticus deal with the ordination, training, and responsibilities of 
these priests as they begin to lead the nation. It focuses on the absolute need of God as they begin to 
govern. The Levitical priesthood was given the responsibility to keep this fledgling nation’s focus on God 
as they formed a government with God as its cornerstone. His Word was to be the definitive and final 
arbiter of all rules and regulations and His instructions were to be followed to the letter. Failure to do so 
would have dire consequences.  

Just as the first seven chapters of The Book of Leviticus describe an individual’s need for God, these next 
three chapters emphasize the necessity of God in building a nation. It teaches how to produce godly 
leaders who will rule according to godly principles. When a nation follows the path established by God, it 
prospers. When it strays from that path, it loses its way and stumbles, causing great pain and even death.  

Today, we’ve witnessed our nation veer away from God’s design. Our nation is in need of a wakeup call. 
These next three chapters have much to tell us about how to reestablish the principles upon which our 
country was originally founded. All we have to do is follow God’s blueprint. After all, He is the perfect 
Nation-Builder.  
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 8 
PREPARATION FOR  GOD’S GOVERNMENT 

Leviticus 8:1-35 

 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil and the bull of the sin 
offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread.  

3 And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of meeting.”  

4 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the entrance of 
the tent of meeting. 

5 And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded to be done.”  

6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water.  

7 And he put the coat on him and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the robe and put 
the ephod on him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, binding it to him with 
the band.  

8 And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim. 

9 And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, 
as the LORD commanded Moses. 

10 Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and 
consecrated them.  

11 And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils and 
the basin and its stand, to consecrate them.  

12 And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed him to consecrate him.  

13 And Moses brought Aaron's sons and clothed them with coats and tied sashes around their waists 
and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

14 Then he brought the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of 
the bull of the sin offering.  

15 And he killed it, and Moses took the blood, and with his finger put it on the horns of the altar around 
it and purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar and consecrated it to make 
atonement for it.  

16 And he took all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with 
their fat, and Moses burned them on the altar.  
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17 But the bull and its skin and its flesh and its dung he burned up with fire outside the camp, as the 
LORD commanded Moses. 

18 Then he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the 
head of the ram.  

19 And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar.  

20 He cut the ram into pieces, and Moses burned the head and the pieces and the fat.  

21 He washed the entrails and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was 
a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as the LORD commanded 
Moses. 

22 Then he presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on 
the head of the ram.  

23 And he killed it, and Moses took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron's right ear and on 
the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.  

24 Then he presented Aaron's sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears and 
on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. And Moses threw the blood 
against the sides of the altar.  

25 Then he took the fat and the fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the 
liver and the two kidneys with their fat and the right thigh,  

26 and out of the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one unleavened loaf 
and one loaf of bread with oil and one wafer and placed them on the pieces of fat and on the right 
thigh.  

27 And he put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons and waved them as a wave 
offering before the LORD.  

28 Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt offering. This 
was an ordination offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD.  

29 And Moses took the breast and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD. It was Moses' portion 
of the ram of ordination, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
  
30 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and of the blood that was on the altar and sprinkled it on 
Aaron and his garments, and also on his sons and his sons' garments. So he consecrated Aaron and 
his garments, and his sons and his sons' garments with him. 

31 And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and 
there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron 
and his sons shall eat it.’  

32 And what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up with fire.  

33 And you shall not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the days of your 
ordination are completed, for it will take seven days to ordain you.  
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34 As has been done today, the LORD has commanded to be done to make atonement for you.  

35 At the entrance of the tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for seven days, performing 
what the LORD has charged, so that you do not die, for so I have been commanded.”  

36 And Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD commanded by Moses.” 

Chapter 8 through 10 describe the institution of God’s government through the tribe of Levi. Almost every 
verse in Lev 8 is a quotation or reference to commands first given in Exodus 29. One member of the tribe 
of Levi, Moses’ older brother, Aaron, was selected by God to be the first High Priest. His sons and their 
descendants were to be the ruling priests for the nation. As each High Priest died, another High Priest was 
selected from among Aaron’s descendants.  

The High Priest and priests under him, had the responsibility to  

         1. Represent the people before God  (Exodus 28:12; Hebrews 5:1) 

         2. Make inquiries of God for the nation  (Exodus 28:30)   

         3. Mediate and intercede on behalf of the people before God (Levi 9:22-24; Numbers 6:22-27) 

         4. Offer the people’s sacrifices to God (Leviticus 4:20, 26, 31; Hebrews 8:4) 

Levites, who were not direct descendants of Aaron, served as aides to the priests. Some helped to prepare 
the sacrifices, handled repairs and maintenance of the Tent of Meeting, or served as musicians and singers.
(Numbers 1:50-53; 3:6-9; 4:1-33; 1 Chronicles 23). Other Levites served in political and educational roles 
such as:   

          1. Judges (Deuteronomy 17:8-9; 21:5; 1 Chronicles 23:4; 2 Chronicles 19:8; Ezek 44:15, 24) 
                           
          2. Scribes (lawyers) (2 Chronicles 34:13) 

          3. Regulators (1 Chronicles 23:29; Leviticus 19:35-36). 

          4. Teachers (Deuteronomy 24:8; 33:10; 2 Chronicles 35:3; Nehemiah 8:7) 
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Lev 8:1-4- “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

                     “Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil and the bull  
                       of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread.  

                                 And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 

                      And Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the 
                      entrance of the tent of meeting.” 

God gave Moses a command and he obeyed. Moses brought 
Aaron and his sons to the Tent of Meeting to begin the ordination 
of the High Priest and his offspring. He gathered all the 
necessary accoutrements- special garments, anointing oil, a 
valuable bull for the Sin Offering, and a basket of unleavened 
bread. Next, he assembled all of the elders representing the new 
nation to witness the inauguration. The spiritual and moral 
authority of the consecration ceremony was from God and His 
instructions were to be carefully followed. 

Just as Moses followed God’s instructions to the letter, we should also heed His every Word. The 
remaining chapters of Leviticus give us a template for the institution of a just and moral government. It  
outlines the responsibilities of its leaders and people. If governments chose to follow God’s instructions, 
there would be considerably less strife in our country today. God knows how to build a great nation!    

WHAT IS NATION BUILDING? 

WHY BUILD A NATION? 

WHY SHOULD GOD BE OBEYED WHEN BUILDING A NATION? 

HOW? 

Lev 8:5-6- “And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded to 
                    be done.”  

                    And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water.” 

The washing of Aaron and his sons began the first of four steps of the consecration 
process commanded by God- washing (purification), robing (preparation), anointing 
(consecration), and sacrificing (sanctification and dedication). The washing of their 
body symbolized their need for purification from sin. It also exemplified the washing 
away of worldly contaminates. They needed to be ceremonially and spiritually clean to 
handle the vessels of the Lord and to offer the sacrifices of the people.  
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Anyone in public office ought to have clean hands and a pure heart. That seems obvious; but how many 
new leaders come to office with dirt in their lives and impure motives in their heart. Aaron was about to 
be tasked with the duty of representing people before God. He needed to cleanse himself of anything that 
would prevent him from fulfilling that obligation. We should expect our country’s leaders to do the same.    

HOW DOES DIRT HINDER A LEADER FROM REPRESENTING PEOPLE? 

HOW DOES SELFISH MOTIVATION HINDER A LEADER FROM PERFORMING HIS DUTY? 

HOW CAN A LEADER BE CLEANSED?  

Lev 8:7-9- “And he put the coat on him and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the 
                    robe and put the ephod on him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, 
                    binding it to him with the band.  

                    And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the 
                    Thummim. 

                     And he set the turban on his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the  
                     holy crown, as the LORD commanded Moses.” 
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The High Priest’s Garments 

Exodus 28:1-43 

1“Then bring near to you Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, to 
serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.  

2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty.  

3 You shall speak to all the skillful, whom I have filled with a spirit of skill, that they make Aaron's 
garments to consecrate him for my priesthood.  

4 These are the garments that they shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a 
turban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as 
priests.  

5 They shall receive gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 

6 “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined linen, 
skillfully worked.  

7 It shall have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may be joined together.  

8 And the skillfully woven band on it shall be made like it and be of one piece with it, of gold, blue and 
purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen.  

9 You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel,  

10 six of their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the other stone, in the order 
of their birth.  

11 As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. 
You shall enclose them in settings of gold filigree.  

12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of remembrance for the 
sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord on his two shoulders for remembrance. 

13 You shall make settings of gold filigree,  

14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted like cords; and you shall attach the corded chains to the settings. 

15 “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall make it
—of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it.  

16 It shall be square and doubled, a span[a] its length and a span its breadth. 17 You shall set in it four 
rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row;  

18 and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond;  

19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;  

20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree.  
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21 There shall be twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They shall 
be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes.  

22 You shall make for the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold.  

23 And you shall make for the breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on the two edges of the 
breastpiece.  

24 And you shall put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece.  

25 The two ends of the two cords you shall attach to the two settings of filigree, and so attach it in front to 
the shoulder pieces of the ephod.  

26 You shall make two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge 
next to the ephod.  

27 And you shall make two rings of gold, and attach them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder 
pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the skillfully woven band of the ephod.  

28 And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it 
may lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not come loose from the 
ephod.  

29 So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when 
he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to regular remembrance before the Lord.  

30 And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on 
Aaron's heart, when he goes in before the Lord. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of 
Israel on his heart before the Lord regularly. 

31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue.  

32 It shall have an opening for the head in the middle of it, with a woven binding around the opening, like 
the opening in a garment,[c] so that it may not tear.  

33 On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with 
bells of gold between them,  

34 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, around the hem of the robe. 

35 And it shall be on Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into the Holy 
Place before the Lord, and when he comes out, so that he does not die. 

36 “You shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet, ‘Holy to the 
Lord.’  

37 And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be on the front of the turban.  

38 It shall be on Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall bear any guilt from the holy things that the people of 
Israel consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted 
before the Lord. 
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39 “You shall weave the coat in checker work of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, and 
you shall make a sash embroidered with needlework. 

40 “For Aaron's sons you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them for glory and 
beauty.  

41 And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and shall anoint them and 
ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests.  

42 You shall make for them linen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips 
to the thighs;  

43 and they shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when they come 
near the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they bear guilt and die. This shall be a statute forever for 
him and for his offspring after him. 

As Exodus 28 points out, great care was taken in the production of the High Priest’s garments. Moses 
placed these elaborately decorative garments on Aaron to signify that, as High Priest, he was now a 
special representative of God. These holy garments separated him from the people and even from himself. 
He was now a mediator for the people and his life was no longer his own. The High Priest’s body was 
even separated from the garments by a linen undergarment reaching from the hips to the thighs to keep his 
naked flesh from ever touching these sacred vestments.   

As Moses placed the breastplate on Aaron, he inserted the Urim and Thummin. The terms "Urim" and 
"Thummim" have traditionally been understood as “light" and "perfection" or as "perfect light." They  
served as a means of revelation entrusted to the High Priest. There is no biblical information on the 
appearance of the Urim and Thummin, the material out of which they were made, or the technique of their 
use. The High Priest was expected to use these for important matters for which he needed divine 
direction. 

Today, judges wear robes to distinguish themselves in a court of law. The robe represents authority. It  
represents justice. It serves as a constant reminder that, in a court of law, personal feelings and opinions 
are irrelevant. Wouldn’t it be nice if all judges clothed themselves in a cloak of impartiality and could 
remember from Whom all just and moral laws originate. 

WHAT DID THE HIGH PRIEST’S GARMENTS SIGNIFY? 

WHAT DOES A JUDGE’S ROBE SIGNIFY? 

HOW DOES A LEADER SEPARATE HIS PERSONAL MOTIVATIONS FROM HIS DUTY TO 
THE PEOPLE?  

WHERE SHOULD A LEADER ULTIMATELY LOOK FOR DIRECTION? 
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Lev 8:10-12- “Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, 
                        and consecrated them.  

                        And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its 
                        utensils and the basin and its stand, to consecrate them.  

                        And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed him to 
                        consecrate him.” 

The recipe of the anointing oil was given to Moses by God. 

      Ex 30:22-25- “ The Lord said to Moses,   

                                             “Take the finest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of  
                               sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, 250, and  
                               250 of aromatic cane,  

                               and 500 of cassia, according to the shekel of the 
                               sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil.  

                               And you shall make of these a sacred anointing oil  
                               blended as by the perfumer; it shall be a holy anointing 
                               oil.”  

The purpose of the anointing is mentioned three times. It was to consecrate the Tabernacle (containing the 
Ark, the Vail, and the Altar of Incense), the Brazen Altar, and Aaron (the High Priest) for the work of the 
Lord. The Brazen Altar, located in the courtyard, was sprinkled seven times demonstrating it was 
especially holy. Consecration means to “set apart” or to “make holy.” Thus, the High Priest, the 
Tabernacle, Brazen Altar, and all the articles necessary for worship were set apart for holy purposes.   

As Christians, God instructs us to be "set apart.” We’re to distance ourselves from the thoughts and 
attitudes of the world because God has a holy purpose for us.  As leaders in our homes, churches, and 
communities, we need to understand how we’ve been “set apart”. We should live our lives in such a way  
others know we are different. When we accept Christ, we’re a new creation distinct from the world that 
surrounds us.    

       2 Corinthians 5:17-"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;  
                                        behold, the new has come.” 

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN “ANOINTED” BY GOD? 

HOW DID IT CHANGE YOU? 

WHAT ARE YOUR NEW RESPONSIBILITIES? 
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Lev 8:13- “And Moses brought Aaron's sons and clothed them with coats and tied sashes around their  
                   waists and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses.” 

Moses next put the priestly garments on each of Aaron’s sons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

  Exodus 28:40-43- “For Aaron’s sons you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them  
                                  for glory and beauty.  

                                                    And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and shall  
                                    anoint them and ordain them and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 

.                                You shall make for them linen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall  
                                  reach from the hips to the thighs;  

                                  and they shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or  
                                  when they come near the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they bear guilt and  
                                  die. This shall be a statute forever for him and for his offspring after him.” 

Just as Aaron, the High Priest, was garbed in clothing to separate him from the common people, his sons 
were also to be set apart as priests. Their clothing was not as elaborate, but their coats, sashes, and caps  
were designed to distinguish them in the performance of their holy duties. To go before the Lord without 
their prescribed garments brought a death sentence pronounced by God.  

Uniforms are common in today’s society. They’re worn by members of an organization while 
participating in that organization's activities. Our military, our police, and our emergency services 
personnel wear uniforms to distinguish their duties.  In fact, we all wear uniforms of some sort. Whether a 
business suit, dress slacks, jeans, or coveralls, we all wear what’s appropriate to our job functions. 
Perhaps we should also put on another uniform - the full armor of God. 

       Eph 6:13-17 -“Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may  
                                be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  

                                Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate  
                                of righteousness in place,  
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                                and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  

                                In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
                                flaming arrows of the evil one.  

                                Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 

WHAT ARE THE FUNCTIONS OF UNIFORMS? 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF  UNIFORMS? 

DO YOU WEAR GOD’S UNIFORM PROUDLY? 

Lev 8:14-17- “Then he brought the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on       
                        the head of the bull of the sin offering.  

                        And he killed it, and Moses took the blood, and with his finger put it on the horns of the  
                        altar around it and purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar  
                        and consecrated it to make atonement for it.  

                                   And he took all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two 
                        kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them on the altar.  

                        But the bull and its skin and its flesh and its dung he he burned up with fire outside the 
                        camp as the LORD commanded Moses.” 

After the washing, robing, and anointing ceremonies, came the  
sacrifices- the Sin Offering, the Burnt Offering, and the Peace 
Offering.  The first sacrifice performed was the Sin Offering. Aaron 
and his sons had to be purged of their sins before they could start 
their priestly functions in the sanctuary. As Moses performed the 
sacrificial rites, the priests stood as sinners before God. They laid 
hands on the prized bull symbolizing the transference of their sins. 
Moses then sacrificed the bull in the prescribed manner. After 
sacrificially burning the fat, the richest and best part of the animal, 
the rest of the bull was burned up with fire outside the camp as the 
LORD commanded Moses. Sin had to be kept far away from the  

                                                          people.   

How would things be different if our leaders acknowledged their imperfections before taking office? In 
todays’s world of multimillion dollar campaigns extolling the virtues of every candidate, it seems only the 
opposing party has knowledge of their opponents shortcomings. God has a different idea about his 
anointed leaders- He expects them to acknowledge their sins prior to assuming a leadership role.    

 Romans 3:23- “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
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WHAT IS SIN? 

WHY SHOULD A LEADER ACKNOWLEDGE HIS SINS BEFORE TAKING OFFICE? 

HOW SHOULD A LEADER ACKNOWLEDGE HIS SINS?   

Lev 8:18-21- “Then he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their 
                         hands on the head of the ram.  

                         And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar.  

                         He cut the ram into pieces, and Moses burned the head and the pieces and the fat.  

                         He washed the entrails and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole ram on the 
                         altar. It was a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as 
                         the LORD commanded Moses.” 

The next sacrifice offered by Moses on behalf of the priests was the Burnt Offering. Whereas the Sin 
Offering imputed righteousness to Aaron and his sons, the Burnt Offering ascribed holiness. A ram 
without blemish was killed and its blood thrown against the four sides of the altar as a sign of atonement.    

         Lev 17:11-“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make  
                            atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.” 

This act of atonement resulted in the purification of the priests from ritual impurity which would have 
disqualified them from admission into God’s presence. Once cleansed from impurity by the rite of 
atonement, they could come safely into God’s presence without the risk of destruction from His holiness. 
The distinctiveness of the Burnt Offering was that the entire animal was burned on the altar signifying the 
priest’s complete dedication to God.  

Atonement is defined as reparation resulting in reconciliation. The priests had to offer reparation through 
their sacrifice to be reconciled to God before coming into God’s holy presence. Likewise, our leaders 
should be reconciled with God before performing their duties. How can anyone lead effectively when 
there is no communion with the God who established all governments. If those in position of authority 
use only man-made laws to base decisions, then it will result in man-made outcomes. We’ve all seen the 
disastrous aftermath of many of those rulings. You can’t take God out of the decision process and expect a 
just and moral outcome. Our leaders should be dedicated to God.    
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WHY SHOULD OUR LEADERS BE RECONCILED WITH GOD TO LEAD EFFECTIVELY?  

WHAT ARE SOME RESULTS OF MAN-MADE DECISIONS? 

WHAT WOULD BE THE RESULT IF THOSE DECISIONS WERE GOD- BASED? 

Lev 8:22-24- “Then he presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid  
                         their hands on the head of the ram.  

                         And he killed it, and Moses took some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron's right 
                         ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.  

                                     Then he presented Aaron's sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the lobes of their  
                         right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet.  
                         And Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar.” 

The last sacrifice was that of the ram of ordination. It resembled the Peace/ Fellowship Offering, but 
special rites were added, indicating the character and duties of the priestly office. It expressed the 
gratitude which Aaron and his sons felt for having been chosen to the office of priests. This offering 
expressed peace and fellowship with God. It completed the sacrificially consecration.  

The blood of the ram was applied to the ear, hand, and foot of Aaron and his sons. The ear expressed their 
attentiveness to the commands of God, the hands demonstrating their readiness to do God’s will, and their 
feet indicating their willingness to walk in God’s ways. Moses then threw the blood against the sides of 
the altar. They were bound to the altar and were tasked with the duty to attend to it for the rest of their 
lives. 

Are our leaders attentive to God’s commands, ready to do God’s will, and willing to walk in God’s ways? 
If not, why not? Shouldn’t we expect them to seek God’s wisdom when making decisions that affect our 
lives? Hopefully, they express gratitude to God that they were chosen to lead us. It would serve them well 
to be in fellowship with Him at all times.    

HOW ARE YOU ATTENTIVE TO GOD’S COMMANDS?  

HOW ARE YOU READY TO DO GOD’S WILL? 

HOW ARE WALKING WITH GOD? 

ARE YOUR LEADERS ATTENTIVE, WILLING, AND READY TO WALK WITH GOD? ? 
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Lev 8:25-28- “Then he took the fat and the fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and the long 
                         lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat and the right thigh,  

                         and out of the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one  
                         unleavened loaf and one loaf of bread with oil and one wafer and placed them on the  
                         pieces of fat and on the right thigh.  

                         And he put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons and waved them 
                         as a wave offering before the LORD.  

                                     Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt  
                         offering. This was an ordination offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the 
                         LORD.” 

 

Here, the offering of the ram ordination is further expounded. 
These four verses correspond exactly with God’s instructions 
given in Exodus 29:23-25. Moses first took out God’s portion- 
the fat, the richest and best part of the animal. Then he removed 
the right thigh which was usually reserved for the priest. From 
the basket before the altar, Moses extracted one loaf of 
unleavened bread, one loaf made with oil, and one wafer - also 
usually reserved for the priest. He placed all these in the hands 
of Aaron and his sons and Moses assisted them in performing a 
wave offering before the Lord. Moses then took it from their 
hands and burned all of it on the altar with the Burnt Offering. 
This was an ordination offering with a pleasing aroma to God. 
It symbolized to the people the sanctity of the office to which 
the priest’s had been appointed.  

Before Aaron and his sons could offer sacrifices for the people, they had to first have these sacrifices 
offered for themselves. They took what was ascribed to themselves and gave it to God. This expressed 
their willingness to subjugate all to the Lord. These priests understood their sacred duty and were now 
almost ready to assume their positions.  

“Sanctity of office” is a term that is thrown around a lot. But what does it really mean? How should our 
leaders express that they understand the sanctity of their office? Are they really willing to subjugate 
themselves? Do they truly understand their duty? Perhaps these are questions we should ask them before 
they assume their positions.    

WHAT DOES “SANCTITY OF OFFICE” MEAN? 

HOW CAN THE “SANCTITY OF OFFICE” BE MAINTAINED BY OUR LEADERS? 

TO WHOM SHOULD OUR LEADERS SUBJUGATE THEMSELVES? 
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Lev 8:29- “And Moses took the breast and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD. It was  
                   Moses' portion of the ram of ordination, as the LORD commanded Moses.” 

Following God’s direction in Exodus 29:26, Moses took for his own the breast of the ram of ordination.  
Since he was performing the duty of a priest in the ordination ceremony, Moses was entitled to the priest’s 
wages. In the future, this portion would become compensation for the officiating priests. Moses then 
presented it as a wave offering before the Lord.  

Our leaders are entitled to just compensation for the work that they perform. It is unrealistic to expect all 
work to be voluntary. They have children to raise, mortgages to pay, and churches to support. God 
ordained his priests to be paid  a fair wage. Should we not do the same for our leaders?   

WHAT IS A WAGE? 

WHAT IS A JUST WAGE? 

HOW SHOULD OUR LEADERS BE COMPENSATED?  

Lev 8:30- “Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and of the blood that was on the altar and  
                    sprinkled it on Aaron and his garments, and also on his sons and his sons' garments. So he  
                    consecrated Aaron and his garments, and his sons and his sons' garments with him.” 

   

As the ceremony wound to a conclusion, Moses took the anointing oil and sacrificial blood and sprinkled 
in on Aaron and and his sons and on their clothing. The blood taken from the altar represented the 
atonement necessary before performing their duties, whereas the anointing oil was a symbol of God’s 
spirit. Sprinkling on their persons demonstrated their individual or personal relationship with the God.  
The sprinkling upon their clothing represented their official position and the sacred work they were 
chosen to perform.  

Every leader has both a personal obligation and official responsibility in the performance of their duties. 
The two are inseparable. Without a personal understanding and commitment to the task at hand, failure is 
assured. Without respect for and deference to their official position, corruption will loom. Without God at 
the center of their lives, just and moral leadership is impossible.    

WHAT IS A LEADER’S PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY? 

WHAT IS A LEADER’S OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITY? 

WHAT IS A LEADERS RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD? 
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Lev 8:31-36- “And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at the entrance of the tent of  
                        meeting, and there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I  
                        commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’  

                        And what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up with fire.  

                        And you shall not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the  
                       days of your ordination are completed, for it will take seven days to ordain you.  

                        As has been done today, the LORD has commanded to be done to make atonement for 
                        you.  

                        At the entrance of the tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for seven days, 
                        performing what the LORD has charged, so that you do not die, for so I have been  
                        commanded.”  

                       And Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD commanded by Moses.” 

With the exception of the fat parts and the right shoulder of the ram (which were burnt upon the altar), 
and the breast (which was awarded to Moses as the officiating priest), the rest of the animal was to be 
prepared by Aaron and his sons for the sacrificial meal. This was to take place in the Tent of Meeting 
courtyard and was to be eaten with unleavened bread. This distinguished it from the ordinary sacrificial 
meal of the Peace Offering. Unlike the ordinary sacrificial feast where the offerer could invite his family 
and even strangers, only Aaron and his sons could participate in the meal.  That which was not eaten was 
burned with fire. 

Aaron and his sons were then instructed to not leave the Tent of 
Meeting for seven days. On each of these seven days the same 
sacrifices were repeated. The Sin Offering, the Burnt Offering, and 
the Peace/ Fellowship/Consecration Offering, were presented. 
Each day Aaron and his sons, as well as their garments, were  
sprinkled with the sacrificial blood and the anointing oil. (Exodus 
29:36.) This was all done under the divine penalty of death if not 
exactly followed as God instructed.  From this day forward, every 
Israelite looked upon the priesthood as a very dangerous 

occupation. 

Having done all that God instructed, Aaron and his sons completed the ordination ceremony. The Levitical 
priesthood was established with God at the center of all government.  

Just as Aaron and his sons went through a rigorous time of purification (washing), preparation (robing), 
consecration (anointing) and sanctification (sacrificing), our leaders should go through a process that 
leads to their understanding of the immense responsibility that they are undertaking. No leader should  
begin his office without a thorough assessment of his calling, his preparation, and his willingness to 
examine his frailties and the purity of his motives in seeking public service. Perhaps, if all our leaders 
were required to go through the same consecration as Aaron and his sons, we’d have better leadership in 
our country. 
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A CONSECRATION PERIOD? 

WHY DID THE CONSECRATION PERIOD LAST SEVEN DAYS? 

SHOULD OUR LEADERS TODAY GO THROUGH A CONSECRATION? 

WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE? 

WHAT IS GOD’S ROLE IN GOVERNMENT? 

Romans 13:1- 

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God." 

Acts 5:29- 

“But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men” 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 9 
  ONE NATION UNDER GOD 

Leviticus 9:1-24 

“ On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel,  

2 and he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, 
both without blemish, and offer them before the Lord.  

3 And say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both a 
year old without blemish, for a burnt offering,  

4 and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord, and a grain offering mixed 
with oil, for today the Lord will appear to you.’”  

5 And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the congregation 
drew near and stood before the Lord.  

6 And Moses said, “This is the thing that the Lord commanded you to do, that the glory of the Lord 
may appear to you.”  

7 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your burnt 
offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and 
make atonement for them, as the Lord has commanded.” 

8 So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself.  

9 And the sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and put it on 
the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar.  

10 But the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned on the 
altar, as the Lord commanded Moses.  

11 The flesh and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp. 

12 Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against 
the sides of the altar.  

13 And they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and he burned them on the 
altar.  

14 And he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar. 

15 Then he presented the people's offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for the people 
and killed it and offered it as a sin offering, like the first one.  

16 And he presented the burnt offering and offered it according to the rule.  
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17 And he presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar, besides the 
burnt offering of the morning. 

18 Then he killed the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And Aaron's sons 
handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar.  

19 But the fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat tail and that which covers the entrails and the 
kidneys and the long lobe of the liver—  

20 they put the fat pieces on the breasts, and he burned the fat pieces on the altar,  

21 but the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved for a wave offering before the Lord, as Moses 
commanded. 

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he came down from 
offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings.  

23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they blessed the 
people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people.  

24 And fire came out from before the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on 
the altar, and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.” 
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Lev 9:1-  “On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel,” 

After seven days of preparation, Aaron and his sons were finally ready to begin their priestly duties. They 
had just completed the rigorous process of purification (washing), preparation (robing), consecration 
(anointing) and sanctification (sacrificing).  Each step was a prerequisite to governing according to God’s 
design. They were now God’s representatives and, without even a day’s respite, they were immediately 
assigned the task of interceding on behalf of the people. Keeping the line of communication open with 
God through the sacrificial system was their paramount duty. But they were also assigned the task of 
establishing judges, lawyers, regulators, and teachers to govern and guide the people under them. Only by 
keeping their focus on God could they possibly succeed in ruling a nation.   

Whether in government, church, business, or family, it is expected that leaders hit the ground running. 
Just as Aaron and his sons had been groomed for this moment, today’s leaders need to be prepared to take 
control from the moment they walk through the door. It is important that they quickly put together a team 
capable of implementing ideas and policies. Leaders need to lead. But failing to prepare is preparing to 
fail. One should step into leadership only after being grounded in God’s principles of leadership- not 
following God’s instructions has been the ruin of many a leader.      

WHY DOES A LEADER NEED TO HIT THE GROUND RUNNING? 

WHAT PREPARATION IS NEEDED TO LEAD? 

WHAT ARE GOD’S PRINCIPLES OF LEADERSHIP? 

   

Lev 9:2- “and he said to Aaron, “Take for yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt  
                 offering, both without blemish, and offer them before the Lord,” 

To begin Aaron’s official duties, he was first assigned one very important task- he was required to offer 
both a Sin Offering and a Burnt Offering on his own behalf. Moses was no longer the substitutionary 
vessel for the priestly duties. Aaron was now the leader chosen by God to intervene on behalf of the 
people- a daunting task indeed. But first, Aaron had to make himself right with God by confessing his sins 
and surrendering himself to God. Only then could he lead the people in their offerings.  

What was it like the first time you were thrust into a leadership position? Was there an element of fear and 
trepidation? Did you understand your limitations and acknowledge your shortcomings? Stage fright 
infects every actor- it  even paralyses some. But God doesn’t want his leaders to have fears and doubts in 
the performance of their duties. He desires that leaders confess their imperfections and surrender 
themselves completely to Him. He can then invigorate them and direct them in the performance of their 
God given roles.      

WHY MUST A LEADER EXAMINE HIS SHORTCOMINGS? 

WHAT IMPERFECTIONS DO YOU NEED TO SURRENDER TO GOD? 

HOW CAN GOD DIRECT YOUR LEADERSHIP? 
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Lev 9:3-4- “And say to the people of Israel, ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb,  
                    both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering,  

                    and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the Lord, and a grain offering 
                    mixed with oil, for today the Lord will appear to you.’” 

 

                    Aaron was next instructed to begin his duties as the representative of the  
                  people before God. He was to offer a Sin Offering, Burnt Offering, Peace  

               Offering, and Grain Offering on behalf of the people.  For the first time, it  
       was Aaron’s job alone to communicate directly with the nation. Aaron was 

     the one who was required to instruct the worshipers about the type of       
   offerings needed and the preparation of those offerings. He was to speak 
   with the authority given to him by God.  Aaron needed to take responsibility  
    for the people’s sacrifices and lead them in their communion with God. But, 
     before he could become a leader others would follow, he had to first become 

        an able communicator of God’s Word.     

How a leader first communicates with those under him can set the tone for years to come. He must tune 
his message to the ear of the listener to assure total comprehension. There are many forms of 
communication - verbal, non-verbal, interpersonal, and written to name just a few.  An able leader utilizes 
all these methods when directing those under him. A person cannot follow if he doesn’t understand what 
is required of him. It’s the leader’s responsibility to make known what’s required in a concise and 
definitive manner.  What no one should ever want to hear is that infamous line, “What we’ve got here is a 
failure to communicate.”  

WHAT IS COMMUNICATION? 

HOW DO YOU COMMUNICATE? 

WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF A FAILURE TO COMMUNICATE? 

Lev 9:5-6- “And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the 
                     congregation drew near and stood before the Lord.  

                    And Moses said, “This is the thing that the Lord commanded you to do, that the glory of 
                    the Lord may appear to you.” 

 

Aaron delivered Moses’ instructions from God and the people obeyed. They 
brought their offerings to the gate of the Tent of Meeting for inspection by Aaron. 
As the congregation drew near, Aaron took charge and began his first steps in 
leading them in their offerings. They understood that Aaron was now God’s 
representative; and, as such, the people were expected to follow his lead. God  
ordained an order to His worship that was to be followed to the letter- Aaron would  
lead them in God’s ways and the people would follow.   
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God gave us government for a reason. Without it, discord erupts and sinful people devolve. God 
commands us to obey our leaders to ensure an orderly society in a chaotic world. When both 
governmental leaders and the people subject to them follow God’s plan, the glory of the Lord is seen 
through it. However, if God is not the conductor of the train and the cars go their own way and 
government quickly derails leaving destruction, pain, and sorrow in its path.    

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT? 

WHY MUST WE OBEY GOVERNMENT? 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOVERNMENT IS NOT OBEYED? 

Rev 9: 7- “Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and offer your sin offering and your  
                  burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering 
                   of the people and make atonement for them, as the Lord has commanded.” 

 

    As Moses commanded, Aaron drew near to the altar to make atonement first for  
    himself and then for the people he served. Aaron had the responsibility of reconciling 
    both himself and the people to God. For the first time, he was to personally lead the 
    people in the sacrificial offerings that God had ordained. The altar was the conduit for 
   prayer, worship, and reconciliation. It represented the power of God. The altar was the 

center around which the people could gather to commune with God and hear His 
instructions through their new God-given leader- Aaron.    

Today, instead of altars, we have church buildings, governmental offices, and 
legislative chambers that draw us together.  These edifices are revered for what they 
represent. We’re subject to our pastors in worship, our governmental officials in the 
conduct of our civic duties, and our legislators in the establishment of laws. But if any 
of these do not have God as their center, they will fail. The altar at which Aaron 
worshiped was made of simple man-made materials. It was God who gave the altar its 
significance.  Likewise, our churches, halls of governmental, and legislative chambers 
require God to give them their significance- something our leaders have too often 
forgotten in our modern world.  

  

HOW HAVE SOME CHURCHES BECOME FALSE ALTARS? 

HOW HAVE SOME GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS BECOME FALSE ALTARS? 

AT WHAT ALTAR DO YOU WORSHIP? 
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Rev 9:8-11- “So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for  
                      himself.  

                      And the sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood  
                      and put it on the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar.  

                      But the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned  
                      on the altar, as the Lord commanded Moses.  

                      The flesh and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp.” 

Aaron slew the sacrificial animal and offered its blood. On his first day of ministry, His first duty was to 
atone for his own sins. His own Sin Offering was a young calf; whereas, the Sin Offering commanded for 
the High Priest in the future was to be a bull further advanced in age. He did not take the blood of his Sin 
Offering into the tabernacle tent as would usually be prescribed for the High Priest (Leviticus 4:6).  
Instead, his worship was offered at the altar in the courtyard- the purpose being to show that Aaron's full 
authority had not yet been fully given to him. That would happen only after he had gone into God’s 
tabernacle with Moses. 

Just as Aaron was not fully vested with the authority of his position until God ordained it in the 
tabernacle, our leaders cannot proceed with their full duties until God authorizes them to do so. Whether 
they realize it or not, their authority is bestowed upon them by God. He created the institution of 
government and He is the ultimate authority of just and moral government. As our leaders begin their 
office, it would be wise of them to acknowledge this immutable truth- in their representation of the 
people, they are ultimately accountable to God first.     

HOW DOES GOVERNMENT OWE ITS AUTHORITY TO GOD? 

HOW IS GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD? 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOVERNMENT IS NOT ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD?  
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Lev 9: 12-14-“Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and he threw  
                        it against the sides of the altar.  

                        And they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and he burned 
                        them on the altar.  

                       And he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the 
                       altar.” 

Before beginning his representation of the people, Aaron needed to perform one more offering for 
himself- a Burnt Offering.  It represented that his commitment to God was to be without divided loyalties. 
He now represented God. All past relationships and alliances were to be subjugated to God’s needs and 
desires. There could be no going back. Aaron’s Burnt Offering was his voluntary pledge of allegiance to 
the only One who held the keys to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.   

The office of the Presidency of The United States of America requires one’s total commitment of time, 
resources, and loyalty. To the best of his or her ability, the president is expected to preserve, protect, and 
defend the ideas preserved in the writings of our founding fathers almost a quarter of a millennium ago. 
Those words were conceived and recorded by men who understood there could be no just government 
without God as its source: 

    “We hold these truths to be self evident, the all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their  
      Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of 
      Happiness…”   

 
 Before assuming his or her position, the president must pledge to uphold the 
standards of the office. Every president begins with this oath: 

    “I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of  
      the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and  
      defend the Constitution of the United States” 

 In addition, most Presidents end their oath with this simple phrase: 

                    “So help me God”  

                                Wouldn’t it be nice if they really meant it? Shouldn’t we make sure that they do! 

WHAT IS COMMITMENT TO GOD? 

WHAT DO YOU PRESERVE, PROTECT, AND DEFEND? 

WHAT DOES “SO HELP ME GOD”  REALLY MEAN? 
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Lev 9:15- “ Then he presented the people's offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for  
                     the people and killed it and offered it as a sin offering, like the first one.” 

Finally, Aaron began his position as the representative of the people by offering a sacrifice on their behalf. 
He now carried the weight of the nation on his shoulders and only God could ease the burden. His first 
duty was to lead them in confession and atonement for their sins through a Sin Offering. Aaron had the 
responsibility to represent these wayward people through the legalistic Levitical system of divine justice. 
They needed cleansing from defilement and forgiveness for their actions displeasing to God.   

Our judicial system appoints lawyers to represent defendants before 
judges who decide their fate. Often, a lawyer’s client is guilty of the 
charges and he’s merely left with presenting mitigating evidence to 
reduce his client’s sentence. The judge then administers the 
appropriate punishment based on his assessment of the the facts. 
Sometimes a lawyer’s only option for his client is to plead for the 
mercy of the court.   

Aaron’s clients were all guilty before the Lord and a price had to be 
paid. There were no mitigating circumstances to present. God 
created mandatory sentencing guidelines to take the guesswork out 

of the penalty to be imposed- blood needed to be shed. But, 
fortunately, God also offered a substitutionary reprieve and full pardon for those who threw themselves at 
the mercy of His court. Aaron’s job was to guide them through the process that could lead to the 
forgiveness of their sins and a pardon from their misdeeds. But first, Aaron needed to convince his clients 
to quit falsely professing their innocence and start pleading for mercy.  After all, God already knew the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth- no sin is ever hidden from God.     

HOW DO LEADERS DEFILE THEMSELVES? 

HAVE YOU EVER FALSELY PROFESSED YOUR INNOCENCE? 

DO YOU NEED TO PLEAD FOR GOD’S MERCY? 

Lev 9: 16- “And he presented the burnt offering and offered it according to the rule.” 

Next, Aaron offered a Burnt Offering on behalf of the congregation. Just as Aaron could not have divided 
loyalties, the people needed to be totally commitment to God and His rule. God had to be at the center of 
both their worship and the conduct of their daily lives. Aaron’s primary job was to represent the people in 
worship; but he also had to lead them in their daily walk with God.  To accomplish both tasks, Aaron 
would have to delegate some civil responsibilities to trustworthy men who feared God. He followed the 
advice first given to Moses by his father-in-law, Jethro: 

      Ex18:10-23- “Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has delivered you out of the hand of the  
                             Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the 
                             hand of the Egyptians.  
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                             Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods, because in this affair they dealt 
                             arrogantly with the people.” 

                             And Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and  
                             Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before  
                             God. 

                            The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from 
                            morning till evening.  

                            When Moses' father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is 
                            this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand  
                            around you from morning till evening?”  

                             And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God;  

                             when they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and  
                             another, and I make them know the statutes of God and his laws.”  

                            Moses' father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good.  

                            You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy  
                            for you. You are not able to do it alone.  

                            Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall represent the 
                            people before God and bring their cases to God,  

                            and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know the way  
                            in which they must walk and what they must do.  

                            Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are  
                            trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of  
                            thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens.  

                            And let them judge the people at all times. Every great matter they shall bring to you,  
                            but any small matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they  
                            will bear the burden with you.  

                            If you do this, God will direct you, you will be able to endure, and all this people also 
                            will go to their place in peace.” 

God expects and demands our total commitment to Him. He established government to enable men to 
lead lives that express that commitment. There should be an order to government that clearly reflects 
God’s intent. Our government needs to be led by “men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a 
bribe.” Only such godly men should be placed “over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of 
fifties, and of tens.” As we elect our leaders, we would be well served to follow Jethro’s advice.  

WHY SHOULD GOVERNMENT BE LED BY “MEN WHO FEAR GOD”? 

HOW IS TRUSTWORTHINESS DEMONSTRATED? 
  

HOW SHOULD AUTHORITY BE PROPERLY DELEGATED IN GOVERNMENT? 
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Rev 9:17- “And he presented the grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar, besides 
the burnt offering of the morning.” 

The third offering Aaron presented on behalf of the people was a Grain Offering. It 
represented an acknowledgement of God’s goodness and provision. Grain is a staple of 
nourishment; bread is used many times throughout our Bible to symbolize sustenance. 
Aaron had the duty to remind the people from whence all their blessing came.  God 
sustained each of them- body, mind, and soul.   

Our lives are filled with many blessings; but, too often, we fail to do the one thing required in polite 
society- thank our Benefactor. Sometimes we act like we deserve our good fortune because we worked 
hard, followed the rules, and kept ourselves focused on the goal. Even our government deceives itself 
with false adulation when it compares itself to other less developed nations.  The truth is, we deserve none 
of the bounty we take for granted. God is the provider of all of our provision. We should not, as 
individuals or as a nation, ever take that for granted. Let us always remember that simple saying, “Easy 
come, easy go.” What God gives, He can just as easily take away.   

        Job 1:21-“ And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord 
                          gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

HOW HAS GOD BEEN GOOD TO YOU? 

WHAT DO YOU DESERVE? 

HOW DOES A NATION DECEIVED ITSELF? 

HOW HAS GOD SUSTAINED OUR NATION? 

Rev 9:18-20- “Then he killed the ox and the ram, the sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And  
                        Aaron's sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar.  

                        But the fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat tail and that which covers the entrails 
                        and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver—  

                        they put the fat pieces on the breasts, and he burned the fat pieces on the altar,” 

Aaron’s final offering on behalf of the people was a Peace/Fellowship Offering. It was presented as a 
token of thanksgiving to God prior to a time of communal fellowship. After the blood of the animal was 
thrown against the altar and God’s Memorial Portion was burned, the worshipers, their families, and 
others from the community shared a major portion of the sacrificial meal. It followed their public 
confession of sin, their recommitment to God, and their acknowledgement of God’s goodness and 
sustenance. It was a time of rejoicing before the Lord. 
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Nations celebrate in many ways. Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, and 
Veterans Day represent significant milestones in the life of our country. Each draws 
people together to express appreciation for the people and events that shaped our 
nation. Today, the closest we come to celebrating a Peace/Fellowship Offering is 
Thanksgiving Day. It’s our day to thank God for all the blessings He’s given us 
throughout the year.  Perhaps it would be better received if we preceded it with our 
own public confession of sin, a recommitment to God, and an acknowledgement of 
God’s goodness and sustenance. A nation is only as strong as its foundation. Without   
God as the cornerstone, all nations eventually fall. 

WHAT ARE YOU THANKFUL FOR? 

HOW DO YOU CELEBRATE GOD WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY? 

HOW DO YOU CELEBRATE GOD WITH THE NATION? 

Lev 9:21-22 “But the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved for a wave offering before the Lord, as  
                       Moses commanded. 

                       Then Aaron lifted up his hands toward the people and blessed them, and he came down 
                       from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings.” 

Aaron waved the breast and thigh before the Lord as a wave offering. Though this portion of the sacrifice 
was designated as his payment, Aaron first waved it to the Lord as an acknowledgement that it was God’s 
alone to give. God was willing to share the sacrifice with him because He had set Aaron apart from the 
people as the High Priest. It was to be Aaron’s full time job and he needed to give it his undivided 
attention. As he completed the four offerings for the congregation, Aaron lifted his hands and gave his 
first official blessing to the people as God’s representative.  

Some governmental positions are voluntary, but most offer a salary commensurate with the work 
necessary to fulfill the required duties. Without compensation, many qualified individuals would be  
financially unable to step into leadership roles. Taxes are assessed to fund positions needed for a 
functional government. Though we all gripe about paying taxes, we realize their necessity. God 
established government, as well as the taxes needed to support it, for our benefit. Through the wave 
offering, God modeled how we are to share with our leaders in order that they can give their undivided 
attention to their duties. After all, isn’t all we have God’s anyway. If He doesn’t mind sharing, why should 
we?  
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WHY DID GOD SHARE HIS SACRIFICE WITH THE LEVITICAL LEADERS? 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF TAXES? 

HOW MUCH TAX IS TOO MUCH TAX? 

Lev 9: 23-24- “And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they 
                         blessed the people…” 

 

Aaron (for the first time) accompanied Moses (for the last time) into the tabernacle to 
be assigned the care of the tabernacle. The front room, The Holy Place, contained the 
Altar of Incense, the Lamp Stand, and the table for the Bread of Presence. Behind the 
Veil, was a second room, the Most Holy Place (or Holy of Holies) containing the Ark of 
the Covenant and the Mercy Seat. This area represented the symbolic presence of God. 
Aaron was instructed to burn fragrant incense on the Altar of Incense every morning 
(Exodus30:7). The burning of the incense was symbolic of the prayers of the people 
rising up to God. When they exited the tent Aaron and Moses blessed the people. 

                                  Numbers 6:23-27- “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 
                                                                   people of Israel: you shall say to them, 
  
                                                                   The Lord bless you and keep you; 

                                                                   the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 
                                                                   you; 
  
                                                                   the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

A blessing is a special request to God to bestow divine favor. Aaron’s appeal was for peace for his nation. 
He understood only God could deliver such a gracious gift. Hopefully, our nation’s leaders understand. 
that as well. 

       “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it  
         stands, One Nation Under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all” 

WHAT DIVINE FAVOR DO YOU REQUEST? 

WHAT DIVINE FAVOR SHOULD OUR NATION REQUEST? 

ARE WE “ONE NATION UNDER GOD”?  

WHAT SHOULD “ONE NATION UNDER GOD” LOOK LIKE? 
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Lev 9:23-24- “ …and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people.  

                         And fire came out from before the Lord and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces  
                         of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.” 

As promised (Lev 9:4), "the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people.” After all of the sacrifices were 
made on behalf of both the leaders and the people, God’s presence was felt. Fire from God consumed 
their offering and further ignited the altar with a flame that was never to be extinguished. The altar’s 
flame was to be a physical reminder of God’s continual presence in their lives. In deference to the 
Almighty God, the people fell on their faces and worshiped.  

We may not see fire, but we, as a nation, have certainly felt God’s presence. Our country has been blessed 
beyond measure.  But today there are forces that attempt to douse God’s flames and desire to lead our 
nation into darkness. As Christians, it is our responsibility to re-stoke the fire and follow God’s plan for 
government. We need to be involved as activists, voters, and leaders. It is only by prayer and our active 
participation in the political process that our nation can be saved.        

DO YOU FEEL GOD’S PRESENCE? 

DOES OUR NATION FEEL GOD’S PRESENCE? 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO KEEP GOD’S FIRE ALIVE IN OUR NATION? 

ARE YOU INVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS?  WHY?  WHY NOT? 

ARE YOU READY TO ASSUME A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN OUR COUNTRY?   
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 10 
  DEFIANCE OF GOD’S GOVERNMENT 

Leviticus 10:1-20 

“Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it 
and offered unauthorized[ fire before the Lord, which he had not commanded them.  

2 And fire came out from before the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.  

3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord has said: ‘Among those who are near me I will be 
sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” And Aaron held his peace. 

4 And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, 
“Come near; carry your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of the camp.”  

5 So they came near and carried them in their coats out of the camp, as Moses had said.  

6 And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons, “Do not let the hair of your heads 
hang loose, and do not tear your clothes, lest you die, and wrath come upon all the congregation; but 
let your brothers, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning that the Lord has kindled.  

7 And do not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die, for the anointing oil of the 
Lord is upon you.” And they did according to the word of Moses. 

8 And the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying,  

9 “Drink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the tent of meeting, lest 
you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations.  

10 You are to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean,  

11 and you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that the Lord has spoken to them by 
Moses.” 

12 Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his surviving sons: “Take the grain offering that 
is left of the Lord's food offerings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar, for it is most holy.  

13 You shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your due and your sons' due, from the Lord's food 
offerings, for so I am commanded.  

14 But the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed you shall eat in a clean place, you and 
your sons and your daughters with you, for they are given as your due and your sons' due from the 
sacrifices of the peace offerings of the people of Israel.  

15 The thigh that is contributed and the breast that is waved they shall bring with the food offerings of 
the fat pieces to wave for a wave offering before the Lord, and it shall be yours and your sons' with you 
as a due forever, as the Lord has commanded.” 
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16 Now Moses diligently inquired about the goat of the sin offering, and behold, it was burned up! And 
he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, saying,  

17 “Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary, since it is a thing most holy 
and has been given to you that you may bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for 
them before the Lord?  

18 Behold, its blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary. You certainly ought to have 
eaten it in the sanctuary, as I commanded.”  

19 And Aaron said to Moses, “Behold, today they have offered their sin offering and their burnt 
offering before the Lord, and yet such things as these have happened to me! If I had eaten the sin 
offering today, would the Lord have approved?”  

20 And when Moses heard that, he approved.” 
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Lev 10:1 “Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid  
                  incense on it and offered unauthorized[ fire before the Lord, which he had not  
                  commanded them.            

Nadab and Abihu, the eldest sons of Aaron, had just completed the consecration ceremony with their 
father. Though they were designated priests, they were under the authority of their father, the High Priest. 
Aaron alone had the responsibility to enter the tabernacle to offer incense in a censer- it was the highest 
and most solemn of the priestly duties. But, on their own, Nadab and Abihu decided to usurp their father’s 
responsibility and the two brothers together entered the Tabernacle to offer the incense to the Lord from 
their own censers.   

Nadab and Abihu’s transgression consisted of several parts: 

       (1) They encroached upon the functions of the High Priest  because, under the Law, the High Priest  
             alone burnt incense in a censer. (Leviticus 16:12-13; Numbers 17:11) 

       (2) They both offered it together; whereas the incense was only to be offered by one 
  
       (3) Each took his own censer and not the sacred utensil of the sanctuary 

       (4) They offered unauthorized fire by filling their vessels with common fire instead of taking it  
             from the holy fire of the altar, which was always to be used in burning incense  (Leviticus 9:24;  
             Leviticus 16:12) 

Nadab and Abihu’s actions betrayed a carelessness, an irreverence, and a lack of respect for the office for 
which they were appointed. Unfortunately, we often see the same behaviors in many of our leaders today. 
God instituted government for the benefit of the people subject to it. When its leaders corrupt the system 
that God created, it does not go unnoticed by God.  When His directions are thwarted, it is only a matter 
of time before God’s wrath will be unleashed.    

HOW CAN LEADERS  BETRAY A LACK OF RESPECT FOR THEIR OFFICE? 

HOW DO LEADERS CORRUPT GOVERNMENT? 

WHY DO LEADERS CORRUPT WHAT GOD CREATED? 
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Lev 10:2-  “And fire came out from before the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the  
                    Lord.” 

God did not hesitate to punish Nadab and Abihu for their transgressions. The penalty was swift and it was 
severe. Nadab and Abihu were struck dead for their offense. In the initiation of the priestly service, the 
principle was established that disobedience to God’s instructions would not be tolerated.  

When leaders step outside the boundaries of their office, a price must be paid. The penalty may not be 
death, but it needs to be severe enough to discourage others from following the same path. Government 
only works when it stays within the guidelines outlined by God. When it ignores God’s direction and 
attempts to forge its own path, destruction ensues. Leaders should be mindful God will not be tolerant of 
their aberrant actions indefinitely.    

WHO DOES GOD PUNISH? 

WHY DOES GOD PUNISH? 

HOW DOES GOD PUNISH? 

Lev 10:3 -“Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord has said: ‘Among those who are near me 
                   I  will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’” And Aaron held his  
                   peace." 

The phrase, “those who are near Me,” was a frequent designation for the priests. (Exodus 19:22; Numbers 
16:5; Ezekiel 42:13; Ezekiel 43:19.) Reverence was required in their approach into God’s divine presence 
(Ex 19:22; 29:44; Le 8:35). It was the priest’s duty to sanctify (set apart as sacred) God by coming before 
Him with respect and deference. Nadab and Abihu failed this solemn obligation. By God’s public 
judgement of Nadab and Abihu, He was “glorified before all the people.” His law could not be violated 
with impunity. God severely punished these two young priests in order all would learn to give Him glory 
by the following His laws.  

Though Aaron's heart was filled with anguish at God’s judgement upon his sons, he “held his peace.” He 
silently submitted to God’s righteous punishment of Nadab and Abihu. Their sin was aimed directly 
against God and was deserving of divine retribution. The grief Aaron felt for the loss of his eldest sons 
had to be subjugated to the honor he needed to bestow to his God.   
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When deference is not given to God, retribution will be forthcoming. He will be tolerant of our 
irreverence for only a finite time before He demonstrates His glory. Our leaders should set God apart as 
sacred- not set Him aside. He will not be mocked, ridiculed, and disrespected without consequences.  
Much grief and anguish could be avoided if God’s plan was followed to the letter.    

WHY SHOULD LEADERS SET GOD APART AS SACRED? 

WHY DO SOME LEADERS SET GOD ASIDE INSTEAD? 

HOW DO YOU HOLD YOUR PEACE WHEN GOD EXERCISES DIVINE RETRIBUTION? 

Lev 10:4-5-“And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said  
                      to them, “Come near; carry your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of  
                      the camp.”  

                      So they came near and carried them in their coats out of the camp, as Moses had said.” 

Aaron’s first cousins were selected by Moses to carry the bodies of Nadab and Abihu out of the camp to 
bury them. As the whole congregation witnessed their corpses being carried through the camp, it was to 
be a reminder to all the people of the judgement that befell Nadab and Abihu for their disobedience. The 
two young priests were carried out “in their coats" as even their holy garments were now polluted by 
their sin.   

Unrepentant fallen leaders should be removed far from the people that they once served. Everything that 
they touch has the potential to pollute and destroy those around them. Just as there is no place for sin in 
God’s sanctuary, there’s no place for corruption in God’s government. Many of our fallen leaders of today 
should be carried out “in their coats” to spare those around them the stain of their nefarious ways.         

WHY MUST LEADERS BE CARRIED FAR AWAY WHEN THEY DISOBEY GOD? 

HOW DO FALLEN LEADERS POLLUTE ALL AROUND THEM? 

HOW CAN YOU ELIMINATE CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT? 
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Lev 10: 6-7- “And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons, “Do not let the hair of  
                       your heads hang loose, and do not tear your clothes, lest you die, and wrath come upon  
                       all the congregation; but let your brothers, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning 
                       that the Lord has kindled.  

                       And do not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die, for the anointing 
                       oil of the Lord is upon you.” And they did according to the word of Moses.” 

It was customary for mourners to let their hair grow long and disorderly and tear their clothes as a sign of 
sorrow. Aaron and his two remaining sons were forbidden to engage in this ritual because it might be 
mistaken for a sign of rebellion against God’s judgement of Nadab and Abihu. They were not even 
allowed to leave the tent of meeting. If they disobeyed this command, Moses warned God would execute 
His divine wrath on Aaron, his remaining children, and the whole community. As representative of the 
nation, the High Priest’s sin would involve everyone he led; and, therefore, they would have to share in 
the consequences of his offense. It was a test of Aaron’s acceptance of God’s punishment of Nadab and 
Abihu and he passed. Even in his sorrows, Aaron did as he was instructed and remained loyal to his 
responsibilities. However, God did allow their remaining relatives to mourn the loss of these two young 
priests.  

When God judges corruption, His decision is not to be questioned. Rebellion against God is a futile 
exercise. When our leaders openly and defiantly rebel against God, their actions will eventually lead to 
punishment. Whether we think that retribution too harsh or not harsh enough is irrelevant- it is God’s to 
decide and our’s to accept. We may mourn the sinner but never the sin. Witnessing God’s wrath should be 
a reminder to others to remain loyal to their responsibilities.  

CAN YOUR ACTIONS BE PERCEIVED AS REBELLION AGAINST GOD? 

HOW?  WHY? 

DO YOU QUESTION GOD’S JUDGEMENT? 

HOW?  WHY? 
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Lev 10:8-11-“And the Lord spoke to Aaron, saying,  

                      “Drink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the tent of 
                        meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations.  

                        You are to distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and 
                        the clean,  

                        and you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that the Lord has spoken to  
                        them by Moses.” 

 
Though it’s only conjecture, since this passage so closely follows God’s 
punishment of Nadab and Abihu, many believe this prohibition of alcohol 
was because Aaron’s eldest sons might have been intoxicated when they 
went into the tabernacle. Regardless, the Lord Himself warned Aaron and 
his remaining sons against drinking any alcohol while performing their 
priestly duties. It was a rule to be adhered to by all Levitical priests. 
Sobriety was required to distinguish between what was holy and what was 
common, and between what was clean and what was unclean. It was the 
priest’s responsibility to teach God’s rules in a discerning and sober manor.    

Leaders must lead with a clear head. When one is under the influence of 
intoxicating substances, mistakes will be made. It takes all of a leader’s 
God-given abilities to carry out the work that they’ve been assigned. With 
dulled senses and impaired thought patterns, it’s impossible to align with all  
God has ordained for their leadership. Any substance that interferes with a 
leader’s job performance must be avoided at all cost. As Nadab and Abihu 
discovered, not doing so can have tragic results.  

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN INTOXICATED? 

HOW DID IT DULL YOUR SENSES? 

DID YOU MAKE GOOD DECISIONS WHEN INTOXICATED? 

WOULD YOU WANT YOUR LEADERS TO MAKE DECISIONS WHILE INTOXICATED? 
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Lev 10:12-13 “Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his surviving sons: “Take the grain  
                         offering that is left of the Lord's food offerings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar,  
                         for it is most holy.  

                         You shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your due and your sons' due, from the  
                         Lord's food offerings, for so I am commanded.” 

After the death of Aaron’s oldest sons, Moses wanted to make sure the sacrificial ceremonies would not 
be interrupted. He feared, in their grief, Aaron and his remaining sons might forget their responsibilities. 
He first reminded them of the their duty in regards to the Grain Offering. It was an expression of 
thankfulness for God’s goodness and provision. After the offering of a memorial portion to God, the 
priests would eat the rest; but only in the court of the tabernacle. It was not to be carried out of the tent of 
meeting area and eaten in their own homes. It was their due only- neither their wives, daughters, relatives, 
or friends could eat any of it. Moses emphasized to these grief-stricken priests that, regardless of the 
circumstances, this offering must continue just as the Lord commanded.   

Duty is defined as the moral or legal obligation required of a person’s position. It’s the responsibility to 
perform the job regardless one’s state of affairs in life. Our leaders have the ethical and contractual 
requirement to execute their oath of office to the best of their ability even in the face of personal or 
professional difficulties. Without a sense of duty to the performance of the position, no leader can lead. 
Sometimes, just as Moses reminded Aaron and his sons of their duty, we may need to remind our leaders 
of their obligations to us and to God.   

WHAT IS A LEADER’S DUTY? 

HOW CAN A LEADER’S PERSONAL LIFE AFFECT HIS JOB? 

WHAT IS YOUR DUTY? 

DO YOU HONOR YOUR DUTY? 

Lev 10:14-15-“But the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed you shall eat in a clean  
                         place, you and your sons and your daughters with you, for they are given as your due    
                         and your sons' due from the sacrifices of the peace offerings of the people of Israel.  

                         The thigh that is contributed and the breast that is waved they shall bring with the food  
                         offerings of the fat pieces to wave for a wave offering before the Lord, and it shall be  
                         yours and your sons' with you as a due forever, as the Lord has commanded.” 

 

The Peace/Fellowship Offering was a voluntary act of worship that always 
accompanied the Grain Offering. It expressed thanksgiving and fellowship and it 
included a communal meal. As payment for his services, the priest was entitled to the 
breast and thigh of this sacrificial animal. After presenting them before God in a 
wave offering, the breast and thigh became food for priest’s family. It could be eaten 
anywhere outside the tabernacle area as long as the place was clean from all 
ceremonial contamination.   
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Moses reminded Aaron and his sons of both the responsibility and the renumeration of their positions. 
They were required to do their jobs but they were also entitled to compensation for their work. However, 
that payment had to be first presented to God in public recognition of from whence their payment came. 
Additionally, because it came from the Lord, it was to be used in a manor acceptable to Him. It was a 
constant reminder of Who the priests really worked for.  

Our leaders need to understand Who they really work for. Since God created all government, all 
government works for Him. Shouldn’t it be our jobs to make sure that our leaders are always mindful of 
that fact? 

WHO DO YOU WORK FOR? 

WHO DO LEADERS WORK FOR? 

WHO DO WE ALL WORK FOR?  

WOULD GOD BE HAPPY WITH THE WORK THAT YOU DO FOR HIM? 

Lev 10: 16-18-“Now Moses diligently inquired about the goat of the sin offering, and behold, it was  
                          burned up! And he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, 
                          saying,  

                         “Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary, since it is a  
                           thing most holy and has been given to you that you may bear the iniquity of the  
                           congregation, to make atonement for them before the Lord?  

                          Behold, its blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary. You certainly  
                          ought to have eaten it in the sanctuary, as I commanded.” 

Moses noticed that the Sin Offering had not been properly executed. As prescribed for the Sin Offering,  
the Levitical priest was to remove all of the visceral fat from the sacrificial animal and then this  
“memorial portion”of God’s was burned on the altar. The rest of the carcass belonged to the officiating 
priest. He and the male priests of his family would eat it; but only within the confines of the tabernacle 
area. The priests alone consumed this as they symbolically took on the iniquity of the congregation and 
made atonement for them.  

Moses became angry that Aaron and his sons had not eaten their portion as instructed. But they could not 
bring themselves to eat it due to the grief they felt over the loss of Nadab and Abihu.  Instead, they burned 
it along with the memorial portion to prevent its corruption, as only priests were allowed to eat it.  Moses 
feared that Aaron, Eleazar, and Ithamar might suffer a similar fate to Nadab and Abihu for their apparent 
disobedience.   

Moses questioned these priest’s actions out of concern for both his brother and nephews; and out of 
deference to God’s rules. He was right to challenge their behavior even though Aaron would soon explain 
the rationale for their decisions. It’s never inappropriate to question leaders for their apparent aberrant 
behavior; however we should not jump to conclusions without hearing the entire story.   
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DO YOU QUESTION YOUR LEADERS?  WHY?   HOW? 

DO YOU GET ANGRY WITH YOUR LEADER’S ACTIONS?  WHY?   HOW?  

DO YOU JUMP TO CONCLUSIONS TOO EASILY? 
   

Lev 10:19-20-“And Aaron said to Moses, “Behold, today they have offered their sin offering and their  
                          burnt offering before the Lord, and yet such things as these have happened to me! If I 
                          had eaten the sin offering today, would the Lord have approved?”  

                         And when Moses heard that, he approved.” 

Aaron overheard the charge made by Moses of Eleazar and Ithamar, and he quickly gave the reasons for 
their actions. He explained all of the duty pertaining to the presentation of the offering, prior to the death 
of his sons, had been performed in strict accordance with the prescribed ritual- except, the festive part of 
the observance. When Nadab and Abihu were struck down, Aaron and his remaining sons were 
overwhelming with sorrow, rendering them unfit to partake of the sacrifices. Aaron submitted that if they 
had eaten this solemn meal, their offering would not have been acceptable to the Lord due their mourning 
and the sense of their own sinfulness. When Moses heard the whole explanation, he approved of their 
action.  ` `  

Like Moses, we may jump to conclusions before knowing the whole story. Sometimes our leaders may 
take actions that seem inappropriate at first glance, but, on further examination, are entirely fitting to the 
circumstance. Our leaders must be quick with answered to our questions; but we must be equally willing 
to listen to the justification for their actions. We often don’t have access to all the information that comes 
before our leaders. As long as they do not make decisions contrary to God’s Word, we should let them 
lead. After all, they are ultimately responsible to God, not us.   

HAS YOUR SORROW OR SIN EVER MADE YOU UNWORTHY TO OFFER SACRIFICE? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO REALLY LISTEN TO YOUR LEADERS? 

HOW DO YOU COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR LEADERS? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO OBEY YOUR LEADERS? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO OBEY GOD? 
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PART THREE 

LEVITICUS 11-18 

“GOD’S LAWS” 

Everybody knows we’re required to follow the law. But, let’s face it, we’ve all broken laws at one time or 
another. In fact, we’ll probably break a couple of traffic laws today as we drive down the highway. 
Despite our sometimes willful disregard for the law, we actually do understand laws are designed to 
protect us. They keep the peace and security of society. It’s for our own good that we should follow them. 
But do we really have to have so many laws? 

Today, we have so many rules and regulations our courts have to segregate them according to their 
function. Civil law, Criminal law, Contract law, Property law, Constitutional law, You Name It law- they 
have or will impact each of us at some time. Laws establish standards, maintain order, resolve disputes, 
and. protect liberties and rights. They act as guideposts for minimally acceptable behavior. Laws shape 
our politics, our economies, our history, our society, and our individual lives in ways that are too 
numerous to list. 

So, where do laws come from? Ask the average person on the street and you’ll get the standard answer- 
our Legislature. The men and women whom we elect to represent us establish laws they deem necessary 
to protect society. Most are made with good intentions. Some; unfortunately, are not. But even good laws 
sometimes have unintentional negative consequences. Regardless, we’re expected to follow these rules 
and regulations until our government changes its mind and rewrites its laws. 

But is that where laws really come from? Not quite. On a mountain top thirty-five hundred years ago 
Moses was given a set of statutes we still hold dear today. Every government since that time owes the 
basis of its laws to that encounter. Specific laws have changed with time; but the foundation upon which 
those laws rest is set in stone. God is the cornerstone of all laws. Secular governments may attempt to 
deny this fact, but they’d be gravely mistaken. There is no just law without God’s influence.  

The next few chapters of the Book of Leviticus detail the laws God designed for His people. Each had a 
specific reason for their issuance and each was to be followed exactly as written. Some laws were given 
to protect His people from the influence of foreign cultures; other for protection from themselves. Laws 
regarding cleanliness, childbirth, discharges, and diseases seem rather mundane for inclusion in laws 
given by an Almighty God, but God was and is concerned with every facet of our lives.  

But the real purpose of God’s Levitical Law was quite simple. It was to demonstrate our absolute inability 
to follow each and every one of them. There was no possible way to adhere to all six-hundred-thirteen 
rules and regulations given to Moses so many years ago. Simply stated, The Law was given that we would 
have a knowledge of sin, and with that knowledge, a realization of our need for a Redeemer from those 
sins.  

      Rom 3:20-“For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the  
                         law comes knowledge of sin.” 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 11 
  

LAWS OF CLEAN AND UNCLEAN FOOD 

Leviticus 11:1-47 

 “And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, These are the living things that you may eat among all the  
    animals that are on the earth.  

3 Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 

4 Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel,  
    because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you.  

5 And the rock badger, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you.  

6 And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you.  

7 And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does not chew the cud, is unclean to 
    you.  

8 You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you. 

9 “These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales,  
    whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat.  

10 But anything in the seas or the rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in  
    the waters and of the living creatures that are in the waters, is detestable to you.  

11 You shall regard them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall detest their 
    carcasses.  

12 Everything in the waters that does not have fins and scales is detestable to you. 

13 “And these you shall detest among the birds; they shall not be eaten; they are detestable: the eagle,  
     the bearded vulture, the black vulture,  

14 the kite, the falcon of any kind,  

15 every raven of any kind,  

16 the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind,  

17 the little owl, the cormorant, the short-eared owl,  

18 the barn owl, the tawny owl, the carrion vulture,  
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19 the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat. 

20 “All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you.  

21 Yet among the winged insects that go on all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above their 
    feet, with which to hop on the ground.  

22 Of them you may eat: the locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of any kind, and  
    the grasshopper of any kind.  

23 But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you. 

24 “And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the 
     evening,  

25 and whoever carries any part of their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the  
    evening.  

26 Every animal that parts the hoof but is not cloven-footed or does not chew the cud is unclean to you. 
    Everyone who touches them shall be unclean.  

27 And all that walk on their paws, among the animals that go on all fours, are unclean to you.  
    Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening,  

28 and he who carries their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening; they are  
    unclean to you. 

29 “And these are unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the ground: the mole rat,  
      the mouse, the great lizard of any kind,  

30 the gecko, the monitor lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon.  

31 These are unclean to you among all that swarm. Whoever touches them when they are dead shall be  
    unclean until the evening.  

32 And anything on which any of them falls when they are dead shall be unclean, whether it is an 
    article of wood or a garment or a skin or a sack, any article that is used for any purpose. It must be  
    put into water, and it shall be unclean until the evening; then it shall be clean.  

33 And if any of them falls into any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean, and you shall 
    break it.  

34 Any food in it that could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean. And all drink that could 
    be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 

 35 And everything on which any part of their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven or stove, it  
     shall be broken in pieces. They are unclean and shall remain unclean for you.  

36 Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water shall be clean, but whoever touches a carcass in  
    them shall be unclean. 

 37 And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed grain that is to be sown, it is clean,  
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38 but if water is put on the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to you. 

39 “And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be unclean until the 
      evening,  

40 and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. And whoever 
    carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 

41 “Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be eaten.  

42 Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet, any swarming 
     thing that swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they are detestable.  

43 You shall not make yourselves detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, and you shall not  
    defile yourselves with them, and become unclean through them.  

44 For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. You shall  
   not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground.  

45 For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore 
     be holy, for I am holy.” 

46 This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through the waters and  
    every creature that swarms on the ground,  

47 to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be 
    eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten. 
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Lev 11:1-2-“And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron,  
                      saying to them,  “Speak to the people of Israel,  
                      saying, These are the living things that you may  
                      eat among all the animals that are on the  
                       earth.” 

Chapter 11 begins the third major section of the book of 
Leviticus- God’s Laws. It discusses His rules pertaining to 

what was considered clean and unclean. In particular, this 
chapter delineates God’s laws regarding clean and unclean foods. The following chapters will discuss 
what was considered clean and unclean in relation to persons, garments, dwellings, and relationships. 

The rationale for distinguishing between clean and unclean was two-fold. First, it was to discourage the 
Israelites from intermingling with other cultures who worshiped false idols and engaged in practices 
contrary to God’s Word. It was designed to keep the Israelites a distinct people. Secondly, these dietary 
laws also had a sanitation purpose. Many of the listed foods could be easily contaminated or carried 
diseases that could sicken or even kill people. Therefore, the laws of  cleanliness had both a religious and 
a hygienic function.   

God always has His people’s best interests at heart. His rules are not arbitrary or capricious. They’re put 
in place to protect us from ourselves or others. The Israelites may not have comprehended the full 
purpose of His rules, but they did understand their duty to follow them.  Just as Moses and Aaron listened 
to God’s commands, when God speaks, we should pay close attention. His every Word is important.  

DO YOU BELIEVE GOD’S LAWS ARE ARBITRARY? 

DO YOU FOLLOW GOD’S LAWS? 

WHY? 

 

Lev 11:3- “Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, 
among the animals, you  
                   may eat.”                           

Although a further explanation of this law would follow, God put forth a general 
principle regarding the type of clean creatures that could be consumed as food. Clean 

animals were to be distinguishable by two characteristics- they were to be both cloven-footed and chewers 
of the cud. Cloven-footed animals have hoofs that are fully divided into two parts (ie. oxen, deer, sheep, 
goats) as opposed to those that are solid (ie. horses, mules) or those divided into several parts or united by 
a membrane on the bottom (ie. dogs, wolves, lions).   

Creatures that chew the cud ruminate their food. The term ruminate comes from the Latin word meaning 
“to chew over again.” Cud chewers cannot thoroughly chew their food at once- they must regurgitate it 
out of their stomachs into their mouths to chew it over again. They are considered more wholesome 
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because they grind and digest what they eat more throughly than other animals and, 
consequently, they are a more nutritious food source. Additionally, a large portion of 
the poisonous plants sometimes consumed by these animals are neutralized by special 
proteins in their saliva. 

Most of us have a hard time remembering the specifics of any particular law. To make 
His rules easier for the Israelites to follow, God started His list of dietary laws with a general guideline- 
specifics would follow. God does the same for us today. Even though we no longer have to follow God’s 
dietary laws, we must still follow His rules of living. He gave us His Ten Commandments in a concise 
general format so that we could remember them. The rest of our Bible tells us how to live them out. 
Perhaps we should first memorize God’s simple commandments and then carefully study His Word to get 
a specific understanding of how to follow them!   

WHAT LAWS DO YOU GENERALLY UNDERSTAND? 

WHAT LAWS DO YOU SPECIFICALLY UNDERSTAND? 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND GOD’S TEN COMMANDMENTS? 

HAVE YOU STUDIED HIS WORD EXPLAINING HOW TO LIVE THEM? 

Lev 11:4-6-“Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these:  

                    The camel, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you.  

                     And the rock badger, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to  
                     you.  

                              And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you.” 

The first unclean animal mentioned was the ubiquitous camel. Despite chewing its 
cud, the anatomy of the camel’s hoof made it unclean. Though clove-footed above, the 
toes of the camel are united below in a large elastic pad like the sole of a shoe. 
Because its hoof is not fully parted, the unclean camel was not to be eaten.  

   The next unclean animal listed was the rock badger- also known as the hyrax. It was 
   the size of a rabbit but resembled a guinea pig. Although this animal was known to 
   burrow in the ground, its usual refuge was in holes and clefts of rocks. Its jaw action 

   resembled that of animals that chew their cud (though this was more of an 
 observation than an anatomical fact of rumination). The rock badger’s hoof was not divided, thus making 
it unclean and unfit for food.  
 
The final animal described was the hare. It doesn’t actually ruminate; but, like the rock badger, it appears 
to do so as it works its jaws back and forth on the grasses that it eats. The hare is not clove-footed. It too 
was considered unclean and was not to be consumed by the Israelites.   
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                                 Deuteronomy chapter 14:4-5 later lists animals that were permitted for consumption-  
          
                                 “These are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, the deer, the  
                                          gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, the ibex, the antelope and the mountain  
                                          sheep” 

Unclean animals were forbidden by God in order to make the Israelites distinct from other cultures and to 
protect them from disease and illness. Some foreign cultures ate camels and drank their milk. Others 
consumed badgers. The hare was subject to numerous diseases and was shunned by many cultures. God 
always has a reason for His ordinances. His rules are put in place to either directly protect us or to 
separate us from that which could cause us later harm. It would serve us well to study and follow God’s 
laws.   

HOW CAN SOME CULTURES BE DANGEROUS TO US TODAY? 

WHAT CULTURES DO YOU NEED TO DISTINGUISH YOURSELF FROM? 

HOW SHOULD YOU DISTINGUISH YOURSELF TODAY? 

Lev 11:7-“And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does not chew the cud, is  
                  unclean to you.” 

Next begins the description of another class of animals- those that have cloven feet but do not appear to 
chew the cud. They were also considered unclean and not appropriate for consumption. Representing this 
grouping was the detestable pig- an animal abhorred by the Israelites for being both an object of worship 
in pagan fertility rites and for its sanitary impurity. Pigs can cause a variety of skin, intestinal, and 
respiratory illnesses in humans. They were deemed unclean and later became a symbol of abject 
defilement for the Israelites. Pigs were to be avoided at all cost.   

Defilement is an ominous word. It carries the meaning of foul, dirty, or impure. When we defile 
ourselves, we allow the world’s pollutants to taint us and sully our reputations. God gave the Israelites an 
object of scorn, the pig, to remind them that there were things in their lives that could corrupt their walk 
with God. Like these Israelites of old, we should avoid worldly contaminates at all costs.   
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HOW CAN YOU BE DEFILED WITHIN? 

HOW CAN YOUR REPUTATION BE DEFILED? 

WHAT REMINDS YOU TO AVOID  DEFILEMENT? 

   

Lev 11:8-“You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are  
                   unclean to you.” 

Not only were the camel, badger, hare, and pig unclean and not suitable for consumption, but even their 
dead carcasses were not to be touched by God’s people. The mere act of brushing up against such unclean 
dead animals could cause ceremonial and physical contamination. God wanted to keep a wide berth 
between His people and those things that could cause pain and suffering. He understood that temptation 
was ever present; and He warned that it was necessary to avoid all contact with unclean things. 

What are the unclean things in your path that you need to give a wide berth? How do you avoid touching 
that which can contaminate you? Do you let “unclean” people, places, and things get too close? Perhaps 
you need to follow God’s map around those obstacles in your life that have the potential to harm you. His 
path is never wrong.   

DO YOU LET UNCLEAN PEOPLE, PLACES, AND THINGS GET TOO CLOSE? 

WHO OR WHAT DO YOU NEED TO GIVE A WIDE BERTH? 

HOW CAN YOU FOLLOW GOD’S PATH AROUND UNCLEAN THINGS?  

Lev 1:9-“These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and  
                scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat.” 

God next delineates the second division of the animal kingdom- water creatures. Both fresh and salt water 
fish had to meet two criteria to be considered clean. First, they had to have fins; and, second, they were to 
be covered in scales. As a practical matter, all fish with scales also have fins, but not all fish which have 
fins also have scales. Fins to fish are like wings to birds that enable them to move swiftly from place to 
place; scales cover and protect them. Fish without scales tend to putrefy sooner than those without and 
were considered ill suited as a food source. God made it simple for the Israelites to distinguish clean fish 
from unclean sea creatures that could harm them.  
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God is an advocate of the KISS principle- “Keep it Simple …”. He doesn’t make our choices difficult. 
Just as the Israelites had a simple choice to make in sea creatures, we have only two choices to make in 
our lives- follow Him or not.  Accept the gift of His Son, or not. Obtain everlasting life, or not. Not 
choosing Him is choosing a path of destruction. Choose wisely!   

HOW HAS GOD APPLIED THE “KISS PRINCIPLE” IN YOUR LIFE? 

WHAT CHOICES DOES GOD GIVE YOU? 

WHAT CHOICE HAVE YOU MADE? 

Lev 11:10-12-“ But anything in the seas or the rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the  
                          swarming creatures in the waters and of the living creatures that are in the waters, is  
                          detestable to you.  

                          You shall regard them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall  
                         detest their carcasses.  

                                     Everything in the waters that does not have fins and scales is detestable to you.” 

Other than fish with scales and fins, no other water creatures were to be eaten by the Israelites.  Shellfish 
of all kinds, whether mollusks (snails, oysters, mussels, and octopuses) or crustaceans (lobster and crab), 
were prohibited. Fish without scales, such as eels, were also considered unclean. God declared all of these 
sea creatures detestable in order to deter the Israelites from having any desire for them.   

Contaminated shellfish contain many marine toxins produced by algae or bacteria. They can cause serious 
illnesses in humans including amnesic, diarrheal, neurotoxic, and paralytic poisonings that sometimes 
lead to permanent injury and even death.  

Though God’s laws regarding sea creatures obviously protected the people from illness, they were put in 
place more to teach them about obedience. Just as some of these creatures were proclaimed detestable to 
keep the people away from them, God expects us to separate ourselves from other things He deems 
detestable. By obeying His Word, we can avoid many of the sins that poison our minds and souls. He 
gives us an ample amount of clean things with which to fill our minds and nourish our souls. We should 
enjoy what He gives us and avoid all He considers unclean and detestable in the world.     

WHAT CLEAN THNGS HAS GOD GIVEN YOU? 

DO YOU FILL YOUR LIFE WITH WHAT IS CLEAN OR WHAT IS UNCLEAN? 

WHY? HOW? 
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Lev 11:13-19-“And these you shall detest among the birds; they shall not be eaten; they are detestable:  
                         the eagle, the bearded vulture, the black vulture,  

                         the kite, the falcon of any kind,  

                         every raven of any kind,  

                         the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind,  

                         the little owl, the cormorant, the short-eared owl,  

                         the barn owl, the tawny owl, the carrion vulture,  

                         the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.” 

 

Here, the third division of the animal kingdom, birds, is discussed in detail. Unlike the land and sea 
creatures, no general anatomical rule is given to delineate between what was clean and unclean. Instead, 
twenty specific species of birds are listed as being detestable- most are scavengers or survive on live prey.  
Thought the exact identification of some of these birds is debated today, those not specifically listed were 
considered clean and could be eaten by the Israelites.   

Sometimes God gives us general rules of conduct to live by; other times, He can be quite specific. A third 
century rabbi once listed six-hundred-thirteen commandments that he discovered in the Torah. Some were  
“positive" commands to perform certain acts while others were “negative” rules demanding the avoidance 
of certain behaviors. Though we no longer live under Levitical Law, it would be wise to search out and 
follow all of God’s specific instructions regarding righteous living. Following His lists of do’s and don’t’s 
could prevent an awful lot pain and suffering.    

DO YOU SEARCH OUT GOD’S RULES IN SCRIPTURE? 

WHAT ARE HIS RULES REGARDING RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

WHAT PAIN HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED BY NOT FOLLOWING HIS RULES?    
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Lev 11:20-“All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you.” 

 

God now gives his instructions regarding the fourth Hebrew classification of the animal kingdom- insects. 
The insects in question not only fly but also creep. The phrase “go on all fours” is not an anatomical 
description of the number of appendages, but rather an observation that they creep along the ground in a 
horizontal position. These unclean insects include flies, fleas, bees, wasps, and hornets.   

Diseases spread by insects are well known to modern medicine. They account for 17% of all infectious 
diseases and cause 700,000 deaths annually. Mosquitos alone spread over twenty-eight different viruses to 
humans. Israelites of old knew none of these facts; they just followed God’s law. If He said to avoid these 
creatures, they understood He had a good reason. Why do we today spend so much time questioning 
God? Perhaps we would be better off just obeying Him. He has His reasons.   

DO YOU QUESTION GOD? 

WHY? 

WHAT PRACTICAL BENEFITS ARE THERE IN FOLLOWING GOD’S RULES? 

   

Lev 11:21-22-“Yet among the winged insects that go on all fours you may eat those that have jointed  
                         legs above their feet, with which to hop on the ground.  

                                     Of them you may eat: the locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of  
                         any kind, and the grasshopper of any kind.” 

 
 

At first glance, it seems God allowed some exceptions to His rules. After just stating that "all winged 
insects that go on all fours” are detestable, He now designates four species of these insects that are clean 
to eat.  Those with large hind-legs, enabling them to leap great distances, were excluded. These included 
crickets, grasshoppers, and locust. They were allowed as lawful food to the Israelites and became a 
common food item (Mat 3:4; Mark 1:6). Even today, locusts are cooked over coals, stewed in butter, and 
eaten with salt, spice, or olive oil. 

�136



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Dogmatism has an insidious way of creeping into our interpretation of God’s Word. Jesus even scolded 
the Pharisees for their misinterpretation and misapplication of God’s laws. We should be careful not to 
view God’s intentions through human lenses. Too many people take His words out of context and miss 
His truth. If we read His whole Word carefully, God’s laws become abundantly clear. Sometimes, what 
initially looks like an exception to His law is merely God trying to explain something to our finite minds. 
It would be wise to remember God is never wrong and He never contradicts Himself. There are no 
exceptions to His rules.   

HAVE YOU EVER MISAPPLIED GOD’S WORD? 

WHY? HOW? 

HOW DOES STUDYING GOD’S WORD LEAD TO FURTHER UNDERSTANDING?   

Lev 11:23-25-“But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you. 

                        “And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be 
                         unclean until the evening,  

                         and whoever carries any part of their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean 
                         until the evening.”  

Other than the four previously listed, all other insects were unclean. Not only could they not be eaten by 
the Israelites, but just touching their carcasses would make one “unclean until the evening.” Anyone who 
came into contact with such uncleanliness had to wash themselves and their clothing to prevent further 
spread of the contamination. They were to separate themselves from the community until they were 
physically and ceremonially cleansed from this impurity. Only then could they reunite with family and 
friends.  

Who do you avoid when you are unclean? Are you willing to separate yourself from family and friends to 
prevent from contaminating them? How long should you stay away? When can you return? These sound 
like simple questions, but they’re not. The truth is our sins often separate us from the ones we love. 
Perhaps we should acknowledge our filth and then go to the only One capable of cleansing us. Only then 
can we safely reunite with family and friends.  

HOW HAS SIN SEPARATED YOU FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO SEPARATE YOURSELF  TO AVOID CONTAMINATING THEM? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO SAFELY REUNITE WITH THEM? 
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Lev 11:26-28-“Every animal that parts the hoof but is not cloven-footed or does not chew the cud is  
                         unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be unclean.  

                                     And all that walk on their paws, among the animals that go on all fours, are unclean to  
                         you.  Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening,  

                                     and he who carries their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the 
                        evening; they are unclean to you.” 

 

Verse 26 was a matter of dispute among early Jewish scholars. Pharisees understood this verse to refer to 
only the dead carcasses of these animals; but Sadducees believed it to be speaking of live animals also. 
Consequently, Pharisees used camels, horses, and mules routinely in their daily lives; whereas, Sadducees 
would not so much as touch these live beasts.  

However, of the following verses, there was no dispute. They both agreed that animals that had feet 
divided into several parts and walked on their soles or paws (such as lions, bears, wolves, apes, dogs, and 
cats) were considered unclean to eat. Touching their dead carcasses made a person unclean until the 
evening- defiled until the beginning of the new day that began after sunset. Until physically and 
ceremonially cleansed, the unclean person could not have contact with any one or any thing that was 
clean because he could impart his defilement to both. 

The arguments between Pharisees and Sadducees seem petty today; but disputes over the proper manner 
to follow God’s laws have been occurring for centuries. Sin is anything that separates us from God; but 
what separates one person from God may not be the same as that which separates another. God cares 
more about our hearts than about any particular law. He knows we are incapable of following every rule- 
that’s why He sent His Son to save us. He just expects us to do our very best and leave the rest to Him.   

WHAT PETTY ARGUMENTS HAVE YOU ENGAGED IN REGARDING SCRIPTURE? 

HOW MANY RULES DO YOU BREAK EACH DAY? 

WHY DOES GOD CARE MORE ABOUT THE HEART THAN ABOUT THE RULE? 
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Lev 11:29-31-“And these are unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the ground:  
                         the mole rat, the mouse, the great lizard of any kind,  

                                     the gecko, the monitor lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon.  

                         These are unclean to you among all that swarm. Whoever touches them when they are  
                         dead shall be unclean until the evening.” 

 
 

The animals listed here are those that creep close to the ground but have no wings. Today, the 
identification of these “swarming things” is not always certain. The first one mentioned is what is 
referred to in Hebrew as “choled” which literally means “gliding” or “slipping in.” Most scholars believe 
it to be the weasel that slips into holes of walls and ditches and kills other animals much bigger than itself. 
The next was the common field mouse that could quickly destroy entire harvests. The third creature 
mentioned has been variously translated as the great lizard or tortoise, but was considered by later Hebrew  
authorities to probably be the toad who’s head resembles a lizard or tortoise.   

The exact identity of the remaining creatures has also been the subject of continued debate. Whether they 
were geckos, lizards, or chameleons (as the ESV translates them) or some other types of animals is not 
important today. The Israelites certainly had no trouble identifying them. They understood that they were 
unclean to eat and that touching their dead carcasses made them unclean until the evening. They were 
given God’s Word and they obeyed it.  

Today, we are privileged to have copies of Scripture transcribed into our native languages; but sometimes 
the exact wording differs slightly from one translation to the next. This can lead people to mistakenly 
proclaim that God’s Word contains errors and it cannot be trusted; but nothing could be further from the 
truth. It’s important to remember it is God’s original Word that’s infallible- the same cannot be said of 
every word in every translation. It’s merely the evolution of languages over the centuries that contributes 
to the ever so slight differences in manuscripts. Scholars have proven today’s transcription of Scripture is 
95% word for word identical to original manuscripts from thousands of years ago; and that the remaining 
5% variance consists of only slips of the pen or variations of spelling that do not alter the message 
revelation in the slightest. God’s truths can be clearly known to us today.    

IS SCRIPTURE RELIABLE? 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND EVERY WORD OF SCRIPTURE? 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND THE PRINCIPLES THOSE WORDS EXPRESS? 

ARE GOD’S TRUTHS KNOWN TO US TODAY? 
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Lev 11:32-33-“And anything on which any of them falls when they are dead shall be unclean, whether  
                          it is an article of wood or a garment or a skin or a sack, any article that is used for any  
                          purpose. It must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the evening; then it  
                         shall be clean.  

                         And if any of them falls into any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean,  
                         and you shall break it.”  

 

Anything that came into contact with an unclean dead animal was  also considered unclean and had to be 
washed. Household objects made of wood, such as tables, bowls, and utensils, had to be thoroughly 
cleansed in water before being used again the next day.  Clothing made of woven material (such as wool 
and flax) and those made from animal skins or goat hair (sackcloth) were also unclean after coming in 
contact with these unclean dead creatures. According to later Rabbinical Law, the amount of water 
necessary to cleanse these things could be as much as forty “seahs” (eighty gallons). Earthenware vessels 
made from clay were to be broken and destroyed if an unclean carcass fell into it.  

God knows we can be contaminated by the things of the world. Some dirt can be easily seen; other times 
our filth is less visible. When we break God’s laws it can be obvious to those around us or it can be 
hidden within us. But God knows. Fortunately, He doesn’t leave us in our filth. He instructs us to do all 
we can to separate ourselves from the defilements that surround us and then He offers His cleansing 
waters to rid us of our sins. His Son is worth far more than forty “seahs” of water as a cleanser.  

HOW IS SOME DIRT VISIBLE? 

HOW IS SOME DIRT HIDDEN? 

HOW CAN BOTH BE CLEANSED? 
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Lev 11:34-35-“Any food in it that could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean. And all  
                         drink that could be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 

                         And everything on which any part of their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven 
                         or stove, it  shall be broken in pieces. They are unclean and shall remain unclean for  
                         you.” 

 

Dead animals defiled the food and water they touched. Even the stove and oven were unclean after 
coming into contact with these unclean carcasses. The food and water were to be discarded and their 
earthen containers, the stove, and oven were to be destroyed to prevent further contamination. God 
wanted nothing unclean to be ingested by His people.  

Food and water are essential to life- our bodies require constant nourishment. We can survive without 
food for up to three weeks; but, without water, we will die in a matter of only a few days. Just as our 
physical needs require replenishment, our emotional, and spiritual reserves need to be constantly 
restocked with clean provisions. God commands us to throw out and destroy those things in life that 
impurities contaminate. He desires that we resupply our hearts and minds with only that which is one 
hundred percent pure. There is nothing purer or more nourishing than His Word.  

HOW DO YOU AVOID IMPURITIES IN YOUR LIFE? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO DISCARD AND DESTROY THEM? 

HOW DO YOU RESTOCK WITH CLEAN PROVISIONS? 

�141



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 11:36-“Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water shall be clean, but whoever touches a  
                    carcass in them shall be unclean.” 

 

Large bodies of water that were continuously renewable were not totally contaminated by coming into 
contact with an unclean carcass. Lakes, ponds, and cisterns were large enough bodies of water that the 
effect of small carcasses was negligible. The constant replenishment by rain in these reservoirs 
counteracted the effects of unclean animals on the water supply. But it didn’t negate the fact that the 
carcass itself was unclean to touch- anyone who came into contact with the carcass and removed it from 
the water was unclean.    

God showed mercy on the Israelites by not condemning a much needed water supply due to a small 
contaminant. Today, He demonstrates His mercy by not condemning the entire world despite pollutants 
that taint it. Our world is not pure but we must still live in it. It’s only when we personally brush up 
against the world’s contaminants that we become unclean. We’re to be in the world, but not of the world. 
It takes purposeful planning to avoid coming into contact with those people, places, and things that can 
corrupt us. God desires we call on Him to be our personal navigator through those mind-fields of life.      

    
HOW IS OUR WORLD CONTAMINATED? 

HOW CAN YOU BRUSH UP AGAINST THE WORLD’S CONTAMINANTS? 

HOW CAN YOU BE IN THE WORLD BUT NOT OF THE WORLD? 
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Lev 11:37-38-“And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed grain that is to be sown, it is clean,  

                        but if water is put on the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to  
                        you.” 

 

Just as a large pool of replenishing water was not completely contaminated by a small carcass falling into 
it, dry grain seed was also not considered unclean if a carcass fell upon it. The dry seed could still be 
sown into the earth. After dry seed is planted, the resulting plant goes through many changes as it gets 
nourishment from the ground and fresh moisture from rain- it was therefore clean to eat. However, 
moistened grain seed is more susceptible to contaminants because water softens the unplanted seed core 
and allows impurities to penetrate its fibers. Planting such contaminated seed made the resulting plant 
unclean to eat.  

God wants us to be like “dry seed” He can plant where He wants. Despite worldly impurities that 
sometimes fall upon us, we can still be sown in the earth to produce a good crop. As we grow in His 
Word, we go through many changes on our way to becoming mature Christians. We’re nurtured and 
pruned to produce fruit.  But, if we let contaminants penetrate our fiber, we can wither away and become 
unclean. It is imperative we be dry seed.  

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN  A “DRY SEED” AND A “WET SEED”? 

HOW HAVE YOU GROWN AS A CHRISTIAN? 

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN NURTURED AND PRUNED BY GOD? 

Lev 11:39-40-“And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be unclean  
                         until the evening,  

                                     and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.  
                         And whoever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the  
                         evening.” 
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Healthy animals that were cloven-footed and chewed the cud were clean to eat. However, if one of these 
animals died of natural causes or was killed by another animal it was considered unclean for 
consumption. Additionally, anyone who touched or unintentionally ate its carcass was also unclean and 
had to separate from the community until evening. He also had to wash himself and his clothes before 
being reunited with family and friends.   

When an animal appeared clean and healthy it was more likely to be free of contaminates that could harm 
anyone who consumed it as food. When an animal died of its own accord or was killed by unclean 
predatory beasts, the likelihood of contamination was higher. God didn’t want the Israelites to take any 
chances with animals that could harm them. If they handled it in any way, they had to physically wash 
away its impurities. If they unknowingly ate it, they had to ceremonially wash away their own defilement 
for not following God’s commands.  

God always wants to protect us. Some of His laws are designed to keep us from harming ourselves due to 
ignorance or wanton neglect of common sense. Even today, there are governmental laws regarding the 
consumption of animals found along the road.  When we come into contact with things that could harm 
us, we need to be mindful of the principles behind God’s laws. We need to avoid anything that has the 
potential to make us unclean. There is always a rational reason behind God’s laws. Ignorance of the law is 
no excuse.  

HOW DO GOD’S LAWS PROTECT US? 

HOW DO MAN’S LAWS PROTECT US? 

WHY IS IGNORANCE OF THE LAW NO EXCUSE? 

Lev 11:41-43-“Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be eaten.  

                         Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet, 
                         any swarming thing that swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they are  
                         detestable.  

                         You shall not make yourselves detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, and you  
                         shall not defile yourselves with them, and become unclean through them.” 

 

The eight “swarming things that swarms on the ground” previously listed in Leviticus 11:29-31 as 
“detestable” are here explicitly prohibited from consumption. Additionally, anything that (1) moved on its 
belly (ie. snakes, slugs, worms, etc.), (2) those that had four legs yet move close to the ground (ie. 
scorpions, beetles, etc), and (3) creatures that had such short legs that they could not be easily discerned 
by the naked eye and appeared to crawl on their stomachs (ie. caterpillars, centipedes, millipedes, etc.) 
were also detestable. Eating these things made the person unclean.   
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What does it mean to become unclean today? What worldly things do we “ingest” on a daily basis that are 
detestable? Popular culture, social media groups, and internet sites that not too many years ago were 
considered outside the acceptable social norm have become commonplace today. It’s much too easy to 
consume the evils of the world that make us unclean. As Christians, it is our responsibility to adhere to 
God’s laws and encourage others to do likewise. We should stop sitting on the sidelines and start 
becoming active in our governmental process to rid our nation of detestable things making us unclean.        

  
WHAT UNCLEAN THINGS DO YOU INGEST DAILY? 

HOW HAVE SOCIAL NORMS CHANGED? 

WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY REGARDING GOD’S LAWS? 

     

Lev 11:44-45-“For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am  
                         holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground.  

                         For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You  
                         shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 

God finally explained the real purpose behind all of these dietary laws. These verses set forth the spiritual 
ground upon which the distinction between clean and unclean was based. He was their God and they were 
His special people. He’d chosen them above all the people upon the earth. He would protect and defend 
them, provide for them, and bestow all good things upon them  But His people, in order to enjoy perfect 
communion with Him, had to also be holy.  

All of these prohibitions about touching and eating these creatures were not because the animals were 
unclean of themselves, all being God’s creatures. But only that by the diligent observation of these rules 
could the Israelites learn to avoid all moral pollutants. They were to separate themselves from cultures 
that acted contrary to His Word. It was something in their daily lives to remind them of the covenant 
which distinguished them from the idolatrous nations of the world. 

Later, Jesus revealed we are no longer tied to the letter of the dietary law. He explained the kingdom of 
God is not obtained by eating or abstaining from foods or drinks; but rather by the belief and acceptance 
of His righteousness, truth, peace, and joy. God always understood we are incapable of following all of 
His laws. Jesus took upon Himself our transgressions so we could obtain the life God always intended.  
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WHAT IS THE REAL PURPOSE OF GOD’S LAWS? 

WHY ARE YOU INCAPABLE OF FOLLOWING ALL OF GOD’S LAWS? 

HOW HAS JESUS TAKEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR DISOBEDIENCE OF GOD’S 
LAWS? 

Lev 11:46-47-“This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through the  
                          waters and every creature that swarms on the ground,  

                          to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean and between the living  
                         creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten.” 

This is a recapitulation of the different classes of animals listed in the dietary laws. The laws established 
criteria to enable both the administrators of the law and the people to distinguish between what was clean 
and unclean to eat. The following chapters will discuss His laws regarding what was considered clean and 
unclean in relation to persons, garments, dwellings, and relationships. 

Today, there seems to be laws for everything- some are even comical. In Missouri you can't drive down 
the highway with an uncaged bear in your car. When parking your elephant at a meter in Orlando Florida, 
you must deposit the same amount of money as you would for a regular motor vehicle. And it’s against 
the law in North Dakota to serve beer and pretzels at the same time. All of these laws had a relevance at 
some time in the past but don’t seem applicable to today.  

God’s laws are not haphazard. There’s to be no confusion regarding the relevance of His rules He 
designed to us. Fortunately, because we’re cleansed through the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus, we no 
longer are required to follow many of the ancient dietary rules. But we are to take away their principles. 
We’re to separate ourselves from the pollutants of this world that have the potential to defile us.  

We are to live our lives as Christ led His. 

 Only then can we live obediently to His laws.    

HOW CAN YOU LIVE AS CHRIST LIVED? 

DO YOU? 

DO YOU EVEN TRY? 

WHY? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 12 
  

LAWS OF PURIFICATION AFTER CHILDBIRTH 

Leviticus 12:1-8 

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If a woman conceives and bears a male child, then she shall be 
unclean seven days. As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be unclean.  

3 And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.  

4 Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of her purifying. She shall not touch 
anything holy, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are completed.  

5 But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her menstruation. And she 
shall continue in the blood of her purifying for sixty-six days. 

6 “And when the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall 
bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a 
pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering,  

7 and he shall offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her. Then she shall be clean from the 
flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child, either male or female.  

8 And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt 
offering and the other for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for her, and she shall be 
clean.” 
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Lev 12:1- “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,… 

Once again, a chapter begins with the expression, “The Lord said to Moses.” God was about to expressly 
gives His rules regarding a mother after childbirth. He wanted to make it abundantly clear there is nothing 
outside his realm of authority. His laws were put in place to set standards for the protection of His people; 
and nothing was more important to Him than the well-being of a mother and her newborn child.   

Today, moral and legislative battles regarding women’s reproductive rights abound. Many claim there 
should be no laws regarding personal choices made by an individual. But God sees it differently. He 
legislated very specific rules regarding a very personal matter- a woman’s body after childbirth. He did it 
not out of any animus toward women, but out of concern for the well-beings of the mother and the 
precious newborn child that came from her womb.   

HOW/WHY DO GOVERNMENTS LEGISLATE PERSONAL CHOICES? 

HOW/WHY DOES GOD LEGISLATE PERSONAL CHOICES? 

HOW DO PERSONAL CHOICES SOMETIMES CONFLICT WITH GOD’S CHOICES?  

Lev 12:2-“Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If a woman conceives and bears a male child, then she  
                  shall be unclean seven days. As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be unclean.”  

The regulations about impurity began with the beginnings of life. However, it’s important to distinguish 
between the two types of impurities delineated in Scripture- ritual versus moral uncleanliness. Ritual 
impurity was a contagious non-permanent defilement caused by such things as food, childbirth, 
menstruation, nocturnal emissions, touching a corpse, and certain types of skin diseases. It could be 
ceremonially passed to others. Any personal contact with someone unclean would make a person unclean 
himself. There were so many ways one could become ritually unclean that every Israelite, male and 
female alike, spent at least some time in a state of ceremonial impurity.  

Moral impurity, however, resulted from sinful acts conducted by the individual. It included all thoughts, 
words, and actions that did not conform to God’s will. It was disobedience of God’s laws. Since there is 
no willful disobedience or moral impurity in the act of childbirth itself, this chapter refers only to ritual 
uncleanliness.  

For seven days after birthing a male child, the mother was considered ceremonially unclean. She had to 
separate from all except for those who were taking care of her.  Her husband was not permitted to have 
relations with her or even eat and drink with her. Her condition was considered the same as during her 
menstrual cycle. Her uncleanliness permitted her a time of rest from the strains of daily life and a time of 
bonding with her newborn male child.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE UNCLEAN TODAY? 

WHAT MAKES US RITUALLY UNCLEAN? 

WHAT MAKES US MORALLY UNCLEAN? 
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Lev 12:3-“And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.” 

After seven days of ceremonial impurity, the mother was able to attend her sons circumcision. On the 
eighth day after the birth of her male child, the first part of her state of impurity ended. She no longer 
imparted defilement to people or things she touched. She could be around her family and friends to 
witness this sacred ceremony prescribed many years before. 

      Gen 17:9-12-“And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your  
                              offspring after you throughout their generations. This is my covenant, which you  
                              shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you  
                              shall be circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it  
                              shall be a zsign of the covenant between me and you. He who is eight days old among 
                              you shall be circumcised.”  

Today, the practice of circumcision is much debated in medical and religious circles. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics found the health benefits of circumcision outweighed the risks; but the benefits 
were not great enough to recommend its universal practice. As Christians, we’re no longer under the law 
and have no religious obligation to circumcise our newborn male children. However, nor is there a 
prohibition against it. The choice is up to each family to decide.   

WHAT WAS THE PURPOSE OF CIRCUMCISION? 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF CIRCUMCISION?   

WHY DO WE HAVE A CHOICE TODAY? 

Lev 12:4-“Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of her purifying. She shall not 
                  touch anything holy, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are  
                  completed.” 

The new mother underwent two stages of uncleanliness. The first week after delivery was the first stage 
where she had the same ritual defilement as when she was on her menstrual period. However, a second 
stage of partial uncleanliness lasted for another thirty-three days in the case of a male offspring. During 
this time, she could resume some normal activities with the exception of touching anything holy or 
entering the sanctuary. Though not totally clean, her general proximity no longer defiled those around her 
and she could be around family and friends once again.  

The normal post-birth discharge (lochia) that a woman experiences after delivery can last two to six 
weeks. While there is no medically required waiting period before resuming conjugal relations, most 
health care providers recommend waiting until four to six weeks after delivery. The risk of having a 
complication after giving birth is highest during the first few weeks after delivery. God always has a 
reason for His laws. His medical training is second to none.  

HOW DOES MODERN MEDICINE AGREE WITH GOD’S LAWS? 

HOW DOES MODERN MEDICINE CONFLICT WITH GOD’S LAW? 

WHO’S MEDICAL TRAINING IS BETTER? 
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Lev 12:5-“But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her  
                  menstruation. And she shall continue in the blood of her purifying for sixty-six days.” 

When a woman gave birth to a daughter, two differences were noted. First, instead of being unclean for 7 
days, she was unclean for 14 days, twice as long. Second, instead of waiting 33 days until being purified, 
she had to wait 66 days, again twice as long, for a total of 80 days. According to Jewish tradition, this 
period is twice as long to account for the purity of both the mother and the daughter. It emphasizes the 
great level of holiness inherent in a woman's Godly power to create and nurture a new life within her 
body. 

Physically, there is no reason a woman should be unclean for a longer time or require longer to recover 
after giving birth to a daughter. There’s no greater inherent medical risk to either the mother or the female 
child after birth. In fact, even today, female neonates have a lower mortality rate than males. The reason 
for the doubling of the purification process was simply God’s way of honoring women’s innate ability to 
produce new life.   

HOW DID A NEW MOTHER’S CEREMONIAL UNCLEANLINESS AFFECT HER? 

HOW DOES SOCIETY HONOR MOTHERS? 

HOW DOES GOD HONOR MOTHERS? 

Lev12:6-“And when the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she  
                 shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt 
                 offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering,” 

Having described in the previous verses the conditions of defilement arising from childbirth, now God 
prescribes the offerings due for the purification of the mother. The offerings were brought at the end of 
the fortieth day in the case of a boy, and at the end of the eightieth day in the case of a girl. The 
purification was not for the child to which she gave birth (since the baby was not unclean), but for herself 
due to the defiling discharges connected with childbirth. 

Two offerings were required for purification following childbirth- a Burnt Offering and a Sin Offering. As 
with all sacrificial offerings, they were to be brought to the entrance of the Tent of Meetings for inspection 
by the priest. The Burnt Offering was an expression of devotion and gratitude to God for His Divine 
mercy of bringing her safely through childbirth.  The Sin Offering was made, not due to any particular sin 
of the mother, but for the sin of her first parent, Eve, on account of which pains are endured by every 
childbearing woman. In addition, it impressed on the mother that the child inherited a fallen and sinful 
nature. A year old lamb was required for the Burnt Offering and a pigeon or turtledove for the Sin 
Offering. The two offerings signified the mother’s readmission into the full religious life of the 
community.  

Anyone who has witnesses the miracle of childbirth understands the inherent risk to both the mother and 
child. The complexities and strain of giving life take a great toll on the mother. It is understandable God 
would protect the mother by making her ceremonially impure for a short amount of time. But He also 
expected her to reenter her religious and secular community free of any ceremonial defilement. These 
sacrificial offerings after childbirth were a festive time of recommitment to God.     
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WHAT GRATITUDE DOES A MOTHER OWE GOD? 

WHAT SIN DOES A MOTHER NEED TO BE MINDFUL OF?  

HOW SHOULD A NEW MOTHER RE-PRESENT HERSELF TO GOD?   

Lev 12:7-“And he shall offer it before the Lord and make atonement for her. Then she shall be clean  
                  from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child, either male or female.” 

By presenting the mother’s sacrificial offerings to God, the priest made atonement for her unclean bloody 
secretions due to childbirth. God provided a way for the mother to be cleansed in order to to come back 
into a harmonious relation with His holy nature. It was a reconciliation of a relationship. Though the 
waiting periods were different, the same sacrifices were offered whether the child was male or female.  

William Tyndale was one of the fathers of the modern English Bible. In the process of translating the 
Bible from Hebrew and Greek into English, Tyndale transformed older English words and, in some cases, 
invented new words that have become common place today. He was the first to use the word “atonement” 
(“at one” ment) in his translation of the Old Testament. The Septuagint translated the same Hebrew word 
with various Greek words meaning “to reconcile” or “make amends.” Tyndale saw that the term 
“atonement” was a very good match for the theological context of the relationship between God and man 
and instead used the word “atonement” in his  translation.  

Today, whether we use the words atonement, reconciliation, or making amends, we  understand our need 
for fellowship with God. The Levitical sacrificial system laid the ground work to re-establish that 
fellowship when one’s actions went awry. It was the precursor to the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus that 
atoned for man’s sins enabling us to be in fellowship with God forever.    

WHAT DOES ATONEMENT REALLY MEAN? 

ARE YOU “AT ONE” WITH GOD? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO TO BECOME “AT ONE” WITH GOD?  

Lev 12:8-“ And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for  
                   a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for 
                   her, and she shall be clean.” 

A new mother, who was too poor to bring a lamb, could instead bring a turtle-dove or a pigeon for a Burnt 
Offering (provided it was the same kind of bird as the one brought for a Sin Offering). Turtle-doves and 
pigeons were plentiful and cheap. Regardless of the nature of the sacrifice, it had to be presented by the 
priest to make atonement for the mother. Once the sacrifices were completed, she was  ceremonially clean 
once again and could touch anything holy and enter into the sanctuary.  
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As a poor young mother, Mary, the mother of Jesus, availed herself of this optional sacrifice.   

      Luke 2:22-24-“ And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they  
                                brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of  
                                the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)  
                                and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of  
                                turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 

God didn’t care about the socioeconomic status of the mother - He wanted to make it easy for every new 
mother to become cleansed. He desired she once again be able to enter into His holy presence. He does 
the same for us today. He sent His Son to cleanse us of our sins thereby allowing us to be in His presence. 
All we have to do is simply accept His gift. How easy is that?    

WHY DOES GOD MAKE IT EASY TO REESTABLISH FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM?  

HOW DOES HE MAKE IT EASY? 

DO YOU TAKE IT FOR GRANTED BECAUSE IT IS SO EASY? 

WHY?   
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 13 
  

LAWS OF SKIN DISEASES 

Leviticus 13:1-59

1.”The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  

2 “When a person has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a 
case of leprous disease on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of 
his sons the priests,  

3 and the priest shall examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the diseased 
area has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of 
leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce him unclean.  

4 But if the spot is white in the skin of his body and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it 
has not turned white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days.  

5 And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the 
disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall shut him up for another seven days.  

6 And the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded and 
the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. 
And he shall wash his clothes and be clean.  

7 But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his cleansing, he 
shall appear again before the priest.  

8 And the priest shall look, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is a leprous disease. 

9 “When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall be brought to the priest,  

10 and the priest shall look. And if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white, 
and there is raw flesh in the swelling,  

11 it is a chronic leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean. 
He shall not shut him up, for he is unclean.  

12 And if the leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so that the leprous disease covers all the skin of the 
diseased person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see,  

13 then the priest shall look, and if the leprous disease has covered all his body, he shall pronounce 
him clean of the disease; it has all turned white, and he is clean.  

14 But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean.  

153



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

15 And the priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh is unclean, for it 
is a leprous disease.  

16 But if the raw flesh recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the priest,  

17 and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest shall 
pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean. 

18 “If there is in the skin of one's body a boil and it heals,  

19 and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a reddish-white spot, then it shall be 
shown to the priest.  

20 And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper than the skin and its hair has turned white, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease that has broken out in the boil.  

21 But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in it that peels off and it is not deeper than 
the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven days.  

22 And if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a disease.  

23 But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil, and the priest 
shall pronounce him clean. 

24 “Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a spot, reddish-
white or white,  

25 the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned white and it appears deeper than 
the skin, then it is a leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean; it is a case of leprous disease.  

26 But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and it is no deeper than the skin, 
but has faded, the priest shall shut him up seven days,  

27 and the priest shall examine him the seventh day. If it is spreading in the skin, then the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease.  

28 But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is a swelling 
from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar of the burn. 

29 “When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard,  

30 the priest shall examine the disease. And if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is 
yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch, a leprous disease of the 
head or the beard.  

31 And if the priest examines the itching disease and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no 
black hair in it, then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days,  

32 and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. If the itch has not spread, and there is 
in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin,  
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33 then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up the person 
with the itching disease for another seven days.  

34 And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin 
and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean. And he shall 
wash his clothes and be clean.  

35 But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing,  

36 then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for 
the yellow hair; he is unclean.  

37 But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed and he is 
clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean. 

38 “When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots,  

39 the priest shall look, and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is leukoderma that 
has broken out in the skin; he is clean. 

40 “If a man's hair falls out from his head, he is bald; he is clean.  

41 And if a man's hair falls out from his forehead, he has baldness of the forehead; he is clean.  

42 But if there is on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased area, it is a leprous 
disease breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead.  

43 Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or 
on his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprous disease in the skin of the body,  

44 he is a leprous man, he is unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his 
head. 

45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang 
loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’  

46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His 
dwelling shall be outside the camp. 

47 “When there is a case of leprous disease in a garment, whether a woolen or a linen garment,  

48 in warp or woof of linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin,  

49 if the disease is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin or in the warp or the woof or in 
any article made of skin, it is a case of leprous disease, and it shall be shown to the priest.  

50 And the priest shall examine the disease and shut up that which has the disease for seven days.  

51 Then he shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in the garment, in 
the warp or the woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the disease is a persistent leprous 
disease; it is unclean.  

155



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

52 And he shall burn the garment, or the warp or the woof, the wool or the linen, or any article made 
of skin that is diseased, for it is a persistent leprous disease. It shall be burned in the fire. 

53 “And if the priest examines, and if the disease has not spread in the garment, in the warp or the 
woof or in any article made of skin,  

54 then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he shall shut it 
up for another seven days.  

55 And the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the appearance of 
the diseased area has not changed, though the disease has not spread, it is unclean. You shall burn it in 
the fire, whether the rot is on the back or on the front. 

56 “But if the priest examines, and if the diseased area has faded after it has been washed, he shall 
tear it out of the garment or the skin or the warp or the woof.  

57 Then if it appears again in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, it is 
spreading. You shall burn with fire whatever has the disease.  

58 But the garment, or the warp or the woof, or any article made of skin from which the disease 
departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a second time, and be clean.” 

59 This is the law for a case of leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in the warp or the 
woof, or in any article made of skin, to determine whether it is clean or unclean.” 
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Lev 13:1-“The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,” 

The Lord delegated to the Levitical priesthood the responsibility of safeguarding both the Sanctuary and 
the Israelite community against contagious diseases. They were given not just the diagnostic criteria 
needed to identify these maladies, but also the legislative authority to deal with them. The priests 
educated the people about these “unclean” ailments and enforced strict quarantine of afflicted individuals. 
The priest’s role went beyond spiritual guidance- they were also the chief administrators of the law. As 
such, the priests had the duty and authority to enforce rules to protect those under their leadership.   

Modern society has separated many of the functions of church and state. Priests no longer have the 
authority to enforce civil law. Today, health and safety laws fall under the purview of local and state 
Health Departments. They establish guidelines for reporting communicable diseases and enforce 
legislative edicts protecting the health of the community. Health Departments have the responsibility to 
prevent epidemics that could devastate the populace. They even have the legal authority to forcefully 
quarantine or isolate individuals who pose a health and safety risk to society.   

     “Quarantine”- Compulsory separation, including restriction of movement, of people who have  
                               potentially been exposed to  contagious disease, until it can be determined whether  
                               they have become sick or no longer pose a risk to others.   

     “Isolation” -  Separation of people known or suspected (via signs, symptoms, or laboratory criteria) to  
                             be infected with a contagious disease from those who are not sick to prevent them from  
                             transmitting disease to others.  

WHAT DOES SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE MEAN? 

WHAT LAWS SHOULD THE STATE ADMINISTER?  

WHAT LAWS SHOULD THE CHURCH ADMINISTER? 

Lev 13:2-“When a person has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns  
                  into a case of leprous disease on the skin of his body, then he shall be brought to Aaron  
                  the priest or to one of his sons the priests,”  

 

If a person was found to have an abnormality of the skin, “tzaraat”, he was 
to be brought to the priests for examination. According to strict diagnostic 
criteria established by God, Aaron and his sons then made the 
determination as to the nature of the skin lesion and would declare the 
person clean (non-contagious) or unclean (contagious). 

A skin lesion is a broad term that refers to any abnormality on the skin- it 
is a superficial growth or patch of the skin that does not resemble the area 
surrounding it. A rash is just a widespread eruption of lesions. Scholars 
have attempted to identify many of the lesions in this chapter using modern 

terminologies with varying degrees of success. The “swelling or eruption” in verse two correlates well 
with what is today classified as either a papule or a nodule. A “spot” would be called a macule- a small 
flat discolored lesion.  

157



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

The Hebrew word translated as “leprosy”, “tzaraat,” is not the same as the disease that we today call 
“Leprosy” (also known as “Hansen’s disease”). The translation came about because in the Septuagint 
“tzaraat” was translated as “lepra”, which in Greek meant rough or scaly. Later English translations 
made the linkage from “lepra” to “leprosy”. 

In the ancient world, what we today call “Leprosy” (“Hanson’s disease”) was instead referred to as 
Elephantiasis. Whereas Hanson’s disease is caused by a very particular bacteria (Mycobacterium leprae), 
the “leprous diseases on the skin” in Leviticus were rather a variety of common sores, boils, and scaly 
rashes of many different causes. 

    MODERN CLASSIFICATIONS OF SKIN LESIONS 

    1. Macule-  A distinct discoloration of the skin that is flat and smaller than 1 centimeter in  diameter. It  
                        does not cause a change in skin texture or thickness. 

    2. Papule-  A raised skin area with no visible fluid and sized up to 1 centimeter in diameter. They have  
                       distinct borders and come in a variety of shapes. 

    3. Nodule- An elevated bump on the skin that is larger than a papule (greater than 1 centimeter in  
                       diameter). It may occur in all layers of the skin including the epidermis, dermis and  
                       subcutaneous tissue. 

    4. Tumor- A solid mass on the skin or subcutaneous tissue (under the skin). It is firm and usually larger  
                      than 2 centimeters. 

    5. Plaque- A  flat-topped, raised lesion larger than 1 centimeter. It is often red, scaly and itchy. Plaques  
                      are typically found on the scalp, elbows, and knees. 

    6. Vesicle- A raised bump less than 1 centimeter in diameter filled with air or clear liquid. 

    7. Bullae- Fluid-filled sacs that form when fluid is trapped under a thin layer of skin. They are similar  
                     to blisters and vesicles except that bullae have a diameter larger than 1 centimeter. 

    8. Pustule- A small bump on the skin that contains pus. They can be infected but not always, as in the  
                       case of pustular psoriasis. 

    9. Wheal- A  red, swollen mark that is often itchy and changes shape. They usually occur in response to 
                     a stimulus like a bug bite or food allergies. They are also known as welts or hives. 

   10. Burrow- Tunnels formed in the skin that appear as linear marks. They are a result of an infestation  
                        of the skin by parasites such as scabietic mites. 

   11. Telangiectasia- A condition where blood vessels near the surface of the skin are dilated and cause  
                                   threadlike lines or patterns on the skin. They are sometimes called spider veins. It  
                                   can be caused by a variety of conditions such as rosacea or liver disease. 
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WHAT DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA DOES GOD USE TO JUDGE US? 

WHAT TERMS ARE USED TO DESCRIBE OUR SINFUL” LESIONS”? 

HOW DO WORD TRANSLATIONS SOMETIMES LEAD TO CONFUSION? 

Lev 13:3-“And the priest shall examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the  
                  diseased area has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his  
                  body, it is a case of leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce  
                  him unclean” 

   
The first unclean skin condition diagnosed by the priests had two 
distinguishing characteristics. First, as the hair growing follicle 
beneath the lesion died, regenerative protein and pigment cell 
production stopped. The hair in the diseased area lost its normal  
black pigmentation and turned white in color, becoming weak and 
thin. 

Secondly, it was visually obvious that the lesion had spread past the 
superficial epidermal layer into the deeper dermal layer of skin.  
This was where the follicle originated (as well as sweat glands, oil 
glands, and nerve fibers).  When these two conditions were present 
together, the priest declared the person unclean and separated him 
from the community until the lesion resolved.  

These lesions could be caused by a variety of skin conditions including infectious viral, bacterial, and 
fungal diseases or even non-contagious processes such as contact dermatitis, eczema and psoriasis. Many 
contagious and non-contagious dermatological conditions appear similar to the naked eye. As the 
administrator of all health laws, the priests erred on the side of caution and declared all deeper lesions 
unclean until they resolved. 

         WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF UNDER OR OVER DIAGNOSING A CONDITION? 

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF UNDER-DIAGNOSING SIN? 

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF OVER-DIAGNOSING SIN? 

WHY SHOULD WE ERR ON THE SIDE OF CAUTION? 
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Lev 13:4-6-“ But if the spot is white in the skin of his body and appears no deeper than the skin, and  
                       the hair in it has not turned white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven 
                       days.  

                       And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is  
                       checked and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall shut him up for  
                       another seven days.  

                      And the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has  
                      faded and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him  
                      clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean.” 

If a lesion appeared as only a small white spot on the superficial skin layer without discolored white hair, 
then further evaluation was required. The individual was isolated from the rest of the community for 
fourteen days, during which time the lesion would be observed by the priest to see if it would progress 
into a deeper unclean lesion. 

After two weeks, this skin lesion was declared non-contagious (“clean”) if five criteria were met: 

   1. Lesion was white (pale) in color  
   2. Hair in lesion did not turn white 
   3. Lesion did not spread deeper than the superficial skin 
   4. Lesion did not spread after 2 weeks 
   5. Lesion faded over two weeks  

When the above conditions were satisfied, the lesion was determined to be a benign skin “eruption.” The 
individual was declared “clean” after he washed himself and his clothing; and he was permitted to 
reengage with society.   

Just as the priest took his time in making a determination of a skin lesion, we should not be hasty in 
making judgements that affect the lives of others. Time has a way of bringing clarity to a situation. 
However, waiting too long to make a decision can also be harmful. But the worst mistake we can make is 
to not make any decision at all. Indecision often leads to contamination of everyone and everything.     

WHY SHOULD WE NOT MAKE HASTY DECISIONS? 

HOW CAN TIME BRING CLARITY? 

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF DELAYING A DECISION? 

WHAT ARE THE DANGERS OF NOT MAKING ANY DECISION?  
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Lev 13:7-8-“But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his 
                     cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest.  

                     And the priest shall look, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall 
                     pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.” 

 

If an individual’s skin lesion changed after being previously declared clean , he had 
to return to the priest for further evaluation. A lesion that had expanded and eroded 
deeper into the skin was declared unclean. The individual was separated from the 
community to prevent both physical and ceremonial contamination.   

Sometimes our initial observations can be wrong. New information may present 
itself that can change the original diagnosis. A good diagnostician is always willing 
to evaluate any new evidence that can add clarity to an opinion. Too often, leaders 
are blinded by their own preconceived ideas; or, they’re lead astray by erroneous 
facts. A good leader understands he can be wrong; a great leader is willing to  admit 
when he’s wrong and then redirect his efforts down the right path.      

WHAT ARE OPINIONS? 

WHY DO THEY SOMETIMES CHANGE? 

ARE YOU WILLING TO ADMIT WHEN YOU ARE WRONG? 

Lev 13:9-11-“When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall be brought to the priest,  

                       and the priest shall look. And if there is a white swelling in the skin that has turned the 
                       hair white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling,  

                       it is a chronic leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the priest shall pronounce him  
                       unclean. He shall not shut him up, for he is unclean.”   

If the priest could plainly see the white haired lesion had raised above 
the flesh (vesicle or bullae), or eroded into the flesh (ulcer) then no 
further examination was required. It was determined to be of a chronic 
nature and the individual was declared unclean. He was required to live 
outside the camp to isolate any infection and to prevent its spread (Lev 
13:46). The isolation also forced the infected person to rest, giving his 
body the opportunity to focus its energy upon overcoming the illness. 

Just as a chronic lesion can infect our body, chronic sin can infect our 
soul. Our sins can be infectious to those around us. When sin envelopes us, we might need to isolate 
ourselves to prevent its spread. A temporary isolation can force us to rest and evaluate our fallen 
condition. It can give us the opportunity to refocus our energies on overcoming our sins through 
repentance and a recommitment to God.      
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HOW DO OUR SINS AFFECT OTHERS? 

HOW CAN WE PREVENT OUR SINS FROM AFFECTING OTHERS?  

HOW CAN A TIME OF ISOLATION REFOCUS OUR ENERGIES ON GOD?    

  
   

Lev 13:12-13-“And if the leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so that the leprous disease covers all  
                          the skin of the diseased person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see,  

                          then the priest shall look, and if the leprous disease has covered all his body, he shall  
                          pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all turned white, and he is clean.” 

When a skin condition that covered the entire body turned white in color, the priest would declare the 
person clean. The white pale skin might have indicated remission of the disorder, assuring it was no 
longer contagious. There are many viral, bacterial, and allergic rashes (exanthems) that can cover the 
entire body- most last for only three to ten days before spontaneously resolving. A normal body sheds 
about 35,000 skin cell each day from its outer epidermal layer. As a skin rash resolves, dead skin cells and 
oils on the skin are shed causing a proliferation of newer paler cells to replace them. Regardless of the 
cause, white (pale) coloration throughout the skin indicated to the priest it was safe for this clean 
individual to be returned to friends and loved ones.  

In the Bible, the word 'white' occurs almost seventy-five times. It is typically associated with purity, 
goodness, innocence, cleanliness, and righteousness. God desires we are covered in His righteousness  
and purity. He sent His Son to cleanse us of our leprous hearts and unclean desires. He enabled us to shed 
our old “skins” and be restored as individuals unencumbered with the impure “lesions” of our past. All we 
have to do is accept His cure.      

WHAT “OLD SKIN” HAVE YOU SHED? 

WHAT “NEW SKIN” HAVE YOU REPLACED IT WITH? 

WHAT MADE YOU ACCEPT GOD’S CURE FOR YOUR CONDITION? 
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Lev 13:14-15-“ But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean.  

                          And the priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh is  
                          unclean, for it is a leprous disease.” 

Whereas the same color continuing throughout was a sign of healing,  a variation of color was evidence of  
the lesion remaining unclean. When normal flesh was intermingled with diseased flesh, the priest might 
be deceived into thinking that the lesion had resolved. He was instructed to examine it more closely 
because even a small amount of unclean raw flesh would make the lesion unclean.  

Today we have many antibacterial, antiviral, and anti-fungal medications to treat infectious skin diseases. 
Unfortunately, many people fail to take a full course of the treatment because they’re fooled into thinking  
the lesion is healed when it is not. Appearances can be deceptive. Even a small amount of disease can rear 
its head if not fully eradicated. Likewise, a small amount of sin can overcome us if we’re deceived into 
thinking just a little bit of sin will not harm us. We need to closely examine ourselves to insure the 
complete destruction of even the smallest amount of contamination in our lives lest it overpower us.   

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT YOU WERE CURED BUT WERE NOT? 

WAS IT BECAUSE YOU QUIT THE TREATMENT TOO EARLY? 

HOW DOES SIN GROW? 

Lev 13:16-17-“ But if the raw flesh recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the priest,  

                          and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest  
                          shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean.” 

As the lesion healed, the red raw flesh changed into a pale whitish color. If the priest’s examination 
revealed it was of an even color throughout the area, the individual was pronounced clean once again. 
No longer did he have to be separated from the community. He could again re-enter the encampment and 
enjoy the fellowship of his friends and family.  

When we present ourselves for inspection, we’re no longer examined by priests, but by God. Fortunately, 
where once there was imperfection, God sees purity. Where once there was sin and shame, God sees 
forgiveness. Where once there was death, God finds life. His Son was the elixir that healed our lesions. 
God wants us to have fellowship with with Him. He pronounced us clean as soon as we accepted His 
remedy for our affliction. We can now approach Him unsoiled from the grime He completely washed 
away.   

HOW ARE WE EXAMINED BY GOD? 

WHAT DOES GOD SEE IN US? 

HOW CLEAN DO WE NEED TO BE TO APPROACH GOD? 
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Lev 13:18-20-“If there is in the skin of one's body a boil and it heals,  

                         and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a reddish-white spot, then it  
                         shall be shown to the priest.  

                         And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper than the skin and its hair has turned 
                         white, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease that  
                         has broken out in the boil.” 

 

When a foreign object such as a small splinter or stone traumatically enters the skin, the surrounding 
tissue encapsulates the alien material forming what is today referred to as a granuloma. Protective cells 
(macrophages, fibroblasts, and multinucleated giant foreign body cells) then mount an immunological 
response to destroy the foreign substance resulting in the healing of the initial wound.  

However, sometimes a bacterium enters along with the foreign object and this leads to an infectious 
process. Using their prescribed criteria for an unclean lesion (penetration deep through the epidermis and 
the presence of frail white hair in the area), the priest was required to pronounce the individual unclean 
when infection set in under the pustule.   

Our minds are inundated daily with foreign material that has the potential to harm us.  Most of the time 
we are able to wall off these corrupting influences and mount a protective response. However, sometimes 
despite our best efforts, we become infected with the pollutants of the world. Even with the best defenses, 
we can still be contaminated with microscopic impurities that later grow into full-fledged sin. We should 
be ever mindful of hidden sinful toxins waiting to grow and destroy us from the inside out.           

HOW CAN CORRUPTING INFLUENCES BE WALLED OFF? 

HOW DO MICROSCOPIC POLLUTANTS INFECT US?  

HOW DO MICROSCOPIC POLLUTANTS AFFECT US?  
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Lev 13:21-23-“But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in it that peels off and it is not  
                         deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven days.  

                         And if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a 
                         disease.  

                         But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil, and  
                         the priest shall pronounce him clean.” 

If, upon examination of the granulomatous area, the priest found that (1) there was no white hair within it 
that would indicate the death of the hair follicle, (2) it was not deeper than the epidermal layer, and (3)  it 
was fading in color, then the individual was to be isolated for seven days for further observation. If the 
lesion spread, then it was unclean; if it did not, then the individual was pronounced clean. It was 
determined that the foreign object merely produced a non-infectious lesion resulting in benign scar tissue 
as it resolved.   

Most of us have scars from old wounds. Even when we’re successful in 
fighting off contaminants in our lives, the battles can leave permanent 
blemishes. Some people fixate on those scars and suffer psychological and 
spiritual paralyses enslaving them in bitterness and self-pity. Others can look 
upon those healed wounds as medals of honor commemorating their triumphs 
over evil. God never promised living a righteous life would be easy. Every scar 
suffered in God’s battles should bring us closer to Him.    

WHAT “SCARS” DO YOU HAVE FROM OLD WOUNDS? 

HOW HAVE THEY AFFECTED YOU? 

DO THEY PARALYZE YOU OR ENCOURAGE YOU? 

HOW CAN YOUR SCARS BRING YOU CLOSER TO GOD? 

Lev 13:24-25-“Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a spot,  
                          reddish-white or white,  

                          the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned white and it appears  
                          deeper than the skin, then it is a leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn, and the  
                          priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease.”  

Burns from cooking fires, hot coals, or ashes were quite common in ancient days. The priest was given 
specific direction in determining the seriousness of scorched areas of skin suffered by the those under his 
care. He looked at the reddish-white or white color of the burn and looked for the the usual signs of 
uncleanliness- white dying hair and penetration of the lesion beyond the superficial epidermal skin layer- 
what is considered a Second or Third Degree burn today.     
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Modern medicine classifies burns as First, Second, Third, or Fourth Degree based on the depth that the 
burn penetrates the skin:  

         (1)  First-degree burns are the mildest. They result in pain and reddening of the epidermis (outer 
                          layer of the skin). It is equivalent to a moderate sunburn 

         (2) Second-degree burns (partial thickness burns) affect the epidermis and the dermis (lower layer 
                          of skin). They cause pain, redness, swelling, and blistering (“bullae”) and often have both 
                           red and glittering whitish discolorations of the underlying skin 

          (3) Third-degree burns (full thickness burns) go through the dermis and affect deeper tissues 
                          including hair follicles and  nerve fibers. They result in white or blackened  
                          charred skin that may be numb due to injury to the nerve. 

          (4) Fourth-degree burns penetrate through all of the layers of skin to the underlying muscle tissue 

Just like burns, our psychological and spiritual injuries can also penetrate us to various degrees. When we 
suffer only mild first degree wounds, we feel the pain; but we understand it is only temporary. It will heal 
without consequence. Second degree damage is more serious and painful. It leaves “scars”, but it’s 
curable with time and patience. But third degree emotional trauma is the worst. It may leave us numb and 
incapable of healing without the grafting of new psychological and spiritual “skin.” Fortunately, God is a 
great physician. He can heal even the most serious emotional “burns.” We just have to follow His plan of 
care to the letter.   

WHAT HAS “BURNED” YOU? 

HOW ARE FIRST DEGREE “BURNS” ONLY TEMPORARY? 

WHY DO DEEPER “BURNS” REQUIRE TIME AND PATIENCE TO HEAL? 

HOW DO THIRD DEGREE “BURNS” LEAVE YOU NUMB? 

WHAT KIND OF “SKIN GRAFT” DO YOU NEED?  
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Lev 13:26-28-“But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and it is no deeper  
                         than the skin, but has faded, the priest shall shut him up seven days,  

                         and the priest shall examine him the seventh day. If it is spreading in the skin, then the 
                         priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease.  

                         But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is 
                         a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar of 
                         the burn.” 

    
When the priest examined the area and found it to be only a superficial First Degree burn, he isolated the 
individual for seven days for further evaluation. If during that period the wound spread, the individual 
was declared unclean. But if the burn faded in color and did not spread, it was considered clean. The area 
was discolored but it was healed.   

Minor emotional burns heal but can still leave a lasting imprint. They may not permanently scar us but 
they do make an impression- as they should. We’re to learn from them. In this world, we can’t help but 
sustain minor “burns” from time to time.  As long as we keep clean and avoid further psychological and 
spiritual injury, they will not spread. But if not cared for properly, they can progress onto more serious 
Second and even Third Degree afflictions. God’s Word is the best healing salve ever discovered. We 
should reach for it and apply it liberally.   

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM OUR MINOR “BURNS”? 

HOW CAN MINOR “BURNS” PROGRESS TO MORE SERIOUS WOUNDS? 

HOW SHOULD WE KEEP OUR MINOR “WOUNDS” CLEAN? 

 Lev 13:29-30-“When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard,  

                          the priest shall examine the disease. And if it appears deeper than the skin, and the  
                          hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch,  
                          a leprous disease of the head or the beard.”   

This “disease on the head or the beard” has been variously translated as “sore”, “infection”, “plague”, 
“scab”,  or “condition".  It is the Hebrew word “néthek” meaning “what one is inclined to scratch or tear 
away” According to ancient physicians, it was an infliction of the scalp or chin that caused the hair to fall 
out by the roots- leaving the affected skin area bare. 

While the delineation of unclean lesions in other parts of the body 
consisted of the hair turning white on the affected spot, in this case it was 
indicated by the naturally black hair changing its color into a golden 
appearance. The term “thin hair” can also be translated to mean “small” or 
“short.” Therefore, the first sign  the priests looked for was the hair on the 
scalp or chin changing in color from black to yellow and becoming very 
short before falling out altogether. When accompanied by an invasion into 
the deeper dermal layer of skin, the lesion was declared unclean.  
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The word translated as “itch” is actually the Hebrew word “scall” describing follicles of hair being “torn” 
from the scalp after “splitting.” This hair follicle damage resulted in small circular bald spots appearing in 
the scalp which is today referred to as “alopecia aerata,” or in the beard, as “alopecia barbae.” Whereas 
both conditions are thought today to be caused by an autoimmune process where the body’s own immune 
system mistakenly attacks healthy hair follicles, various infectious processes can also mimic the 
symptoms.  

When a fungal infection causes patches of hair loss on the scalp, it’s referred to as “tinea capitis.”  
Bacterial infections such as Staphylococcus Aureus and Pseudomonas Aeruginosa can also attack the hair 
follicle (“folliculitis”) resulting in the death of the follicle and subsequent hair loss. Regardless, whether 
due to an autoimmune process, fungal infection, or bacterial infection, the area of hair loss (“alopecia”) is 
often  accompanied by an itchy sensation (“pruritis”).  

Just as various skin lesions can affect the scalp, psychological lesions can affect the mind below it. When 
emotional trauma penetrates deep into our psyche, it can leave a “bare spot” in our thought patterns.  This 
emotional and spiritual area of “alopecia” can lead to a downward spiral of self recrimination and despair. 
It is important to diagnose this “itch” properly. Though it leaves us unclean temporarily, it can be cured.       

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MIND AND SPIRIT? 

HAS EMOTIONAL TRAUMA  PENETRATED YOUR SPIRITUAL THOUGHT PROCESS? 

HOW CAN EMOTIONAL TRAUMA CAUSE BARE SPOTS IN THOUGHT PATTERNS? 

Lev 13:31-34-“And if the priest examines the itching disease and it appears no deeper than the skin  
                          and there is no black hair in it, then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching  
                          disease for seven days,  

                          and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. If the itch has not spread,  
                          and there is in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin,  

                          then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up 
                          the person with the itching disease for another seven days.  

                          And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread  
                          in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
                          him clean. And he shall wash his clothes and be clean.” 

If the area of alopecia was only as deep as the superficial epidermal layer of skin, but it had no black hair 
(having yellow hair instead), the individual was isolated for a week for further observation. The absence 
of the black hair was a suspicious symptom requiring further evaluation by the priest.  

On the seventh day, the priest inspected the area again. If the lesion (1) had not spread, (2) had no yellow 
hair due to damage to the follicle, and (3) had not spread deeper into the dermal layer of skin, then the 
individual was required to shave all the areas around the suspicious area. According to Jewish tradition,  
all but two hairs on each side of the affected area were shaved to enable the priest to see whether the spot 
was spreading or not.  
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Once again the individual was isolated by the priest for another seven  
days. On the fourteenth day after the initial analysis, the individual was 
again examined by the priest. If there was no further change in the area 
of alopecia, the lesion was declared clean. The individual then bathed 
and washed his clothes- he was once again clean and free to exit his 
isolation.  

Sometimes it is good to be isolated for a short time for a thorough examination. It can be encouraging to  
realize our sin is not spreading or growing deeper into our souls. Just as a few good hairs were not shaved 
on either side of a lesion as a standard, the clean areas of our lives can act as a benchmark to strive for. 
Nothing is better than being declared clean after a period of suspected impurity.       

HAVE YOU EVER WITHDRAWN FOR A PERIOD OF EXAMINATION? 

WHY? 

WHAT DID YOU DISCOVER? 

HOW DID IT FEEL TO KNOW THAT JESUS ALREADY MADE YOU CLEAN FROM YOUR 
SUSPECTED IMPURITIES? 

Lev 13:35-37-“ But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing,  

                          then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need  
                          not seek for the yellow hair; he is unclean.  

                          But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, the itch is  
                          healed and he is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.” 

 

Sometimes, after being declared clean, an individual suspected 
that the area of the lesion was returning. He was then to be taken 
back to the priest for re-examination. If the area of alopecia had 
indeed returned and spread, then the priest declared the individual 
unclean. If he found that it was unchanged from his previous 
examination and healthy black hair had re-grown, then the priest 
pronounced him clean once again. The priest, and only the priest, 
was assigned by God to be the final judge of cleanliness.  

Fortunately, our God is an astute judge of our “lesions.” He sees characteristics in us that we sometimes 
miss. Where we see only weakness in ourselves, He sees our strength through Him. When we find deceit 
in our thoughts, He sees the truthfulness in our the pursuit of His path. When we suspect the return of our 
corruption, He sees only our cleansed hearts and souls.  It’s not that God is blind to our imperfections, but 
rather that He washed our sins with His Son. We need to quit thinking of ourselves as an unclean “itch” 
and start realizing God has already declared us totally clean. After all, God, and only God, is the final 
judge of cleanliness.   
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WHAT FLAWS DO YOU SEE IN YOURSELF? 

DO YOU THINK OF YOURSELF AS AN “UNCLEAN ITCH”? 

WHAT DOES GOD SEE? 

Lev 13:38-39-“When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots,  

                         the priest shall look, and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is 
                         leukoderma that has broken out in the skin; he is clean.” 

    

Dull white spots on the skin were identified as leukoderma by the priest. These lesions were clean. This 
condition corresponds to a condition that is today referred to as “vitiligo”- a chronic, harmless, non-
contagious skin condition characterized by patches of the skin losing their pigment. It is believed to be 
due to be an autoimmune disease resulting in the destruction of skin pigment cells called melanocytes. 
Globally, about 1% of people are affected by vitiligo. Unfortunately, the discoloration from vitiligo often 
causes undue psychological stress and those affected may be stigmatized. 

Not all of our “spots” are unclean. Sometime what we see as our imperfections, God sees in another light 
altogether.  He can look beyond our mottled exterior and see our soul. He sees not just what we are, but 
what we will become. Once God declared us clean, we no longer have to hide our “blemishes” from the 
world. God does not want us to become stressed or stigmatized due to our flaws- we have been made 
perfect by belief in His Son.     

WHAT DO YOUR “BLEMISHES” LOOK LIKE? 

WHY DO YOU TRY TO HIDE THEM? 

HAVE YOUR “BLEMISHES”  CAUSED YOU UNDUE STRESS AND STIGMATA? 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A CLEAN AND AN UNCLEAN “BLEMISH”?  
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Lev 13:40-41-“If a man's hair falls out from his head, he is bald; he is clean.  

                         And if a man's hair falls out from his forehead, he has baldness of the forehead; he is  
                         clean.” 

 

When the only visible sign was hair loss at the front (Hebrew- “gabahat”) or back (Hebrew-“karahat”) of 
a man’s head, he was considered clean. Today, this type of hair loss is commonly referred to as male 
pattern baldness (also known as androgenic alopecia). Male pattern baldness begins with a receding 
hairline with thinning hairs around the crown of the head. Over time, that area goes bald with a horseshoe 
pattern of hair above the ears circling to the lower back of the head. There is a genetic predisposition to 
this type of baldness. Hereditary genes trigger the release of a hormone (Dihydrotestosterone - DHT) that 
causes the hair follicle to degenerate. As the follicle gets smaller, the hair tends to become finer, thinner, 
and shorter. Eventually, the follicles shrink so much that no hair grows at all.  

Today, many men equate balding with aging and will often go to great lengths to 
prevent its progression. About a third of all men are affected by male pattern 
baldness by age forty-five. The condition's social and economic impact is 
considerable- billions of dollars are spent on hair loss treatments each year in the 
United States alone. Perhaps it is time that men pay more attention to what God 
thinks of baldness- He deemed it clean. If God doesn’t think it needs any 
treatment, why should we?    

WHY DO WE SEE UNCLEAN WHEN GOD DOES NOT? 

ARE YOU TRYING TO FIX WHAT IS NOT BROKEN? 

WHY? 
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Lev 13:42-44-“ But if there is on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased area, it is 
                           a leprous disease breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead.  

                          Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his  
                          bald head or on his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprous disease in the skin of 
                          the body,  

                          he is a leprous man, he is unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; his  
                          disease is on his head.” 

A bald head could become a diseased area if a raised lesion appeared that was reddish-white in color. 
Using three of his standard diagnostic criteria for identifying lesions (color, depth of penetration, and 
spread), the priest determined the lesion was unclean if the reddish-white lesion invaded beyond the 
superficial epidermal layer and grew outwardly from its center. The individual with this lesion was 
deemed unclean even though there was no white hair (the fourth criteria for an unclean lesion) due to his 
baldness.    

                 Basal Cell                                     Squamous Cell                                Melanoma 

Though the early appearance of these lesions could describe many different dermatological conditions, 
the face and scalp are common areas for the development of sun-induced skin cancers that often start as 
reddish-white eruptions penetrating the superficial layer of skin. Basal cell carcinoma, the most common 
skin cancer, appears as a painless, shiny, raised eruption with central ulceration. Squamous cell 
carcinoma, the second most common skin cancer, is a reddish-white, scaly, erosive lesion with irregular 
borders. Melanoma is a deadly skin cancer developing within the pigment containing cells (melanocytes). 
Although none are contagious, they all have the potential to grow and cause much unwanted damage.  

Cancer is merely an uncontrolled growth of abnormal cells in the body. As these aberrant cells multiply, 
they destroy the normal cells around them. If not stopped, cancer cells eventually overwhelm the body’s 
vital organs and kill its host.  

Just as cancer kills the body, sin kills the soul. All of the Levitical Laws of skin conditions pointed to one 
underlying principle- the need to be clean. The various lumps, bumps, macules and papules were simply 
reminders of our impurity. They are warnings to avoid the erosive contaminations of the world that have 
the potential to harm us. They act as an admonition to eradicate cancerous sin before it metastasizes and 
destroys us from the inside out. They symbolize our need for the great physician- God. Maybe you need 
to make an appointment to visit Him before it is too late.    

WHAT “CANCER” IS GROWING INSIDE YOU? 

HOW DOES CANCEROUS SIN INVADE NORMAL SPIRITUAL TISSUE? 

WHAT IS THE ULTIMATE  CONSEQUENCE OF CANCEROUS SIN? 
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Lev 13:45-46-“The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his  
                         head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’  

                         He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live  
                         alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.” 

When any of the skin defilements in this chapter were 
present, the unclean individual had to become like an 
“Avel” (Hebrew for “Mourner”). “Kriah “is a Hebrew 
word meaning “tearing.” It referred to the act of tearing 
one’s clothes as an expression of grief and anger due to the 
loss of a loved one. A cut was made in the clothing on the 
left side above the heart to indicate the depth of his grief. 
The unclean individual mourned the loss of his ceremonial 
cleanliness just as he would the death of a loved one.    

Allowing his hair to grow was an indication of his withdrawal from society. It was part of a general 
pattern of forsaking personal appearance and grooming during a time of mourning due to great personal 
loss. The unclean individual entered into a state of social isolation.  

Once declared unclean, the individual also covered his lips with a linen cloth or vail thrown over the 
shoulder. Because his mouth was covered, the unclean individual could not hurt anyone with even the 
breath from his lips. Additionally, if anyone clean approached him, he had to call out “unclean, unclean” 
to prevent them from coming into contact with his uncleanliness. 

When declared unclean due to his skin defilement, He was removed from the inner confines of the camp.  
He was banished with other unclean individuals to live away from the community. Alone in his misery, he 
was cut off from friends and family until his skin cleared and the priest declared him clean once again.   

DO YOU MOURNE SIN? 

WHY DO YOU MOURNE SIN? 

HOW DO YOU MOURNE SIN? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN BANISHED BECAUSE OF YOUR SIN? 

HOW DID IT FEEL TO BE SEPARATED FROM FAMILY AND FRIENDS DUE TO YOUR SIN? 
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Lev 13:47-51-“When there is a case of leprous disease in a garment, whether a woolen or a linen  
                         garment,  

                         in warp or woof of linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin,  

                         if the disease is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin or in the warp or the 
                         woof or in any article made of skin, it is a case of leprous disease, and it shall be shown  
                         to the priest.  

                         And the priest shall examine the disease and shut up that which has the disease for  
                         seven days.  

                        Then he shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in the 
                        garment, in the warp or the woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the  
                        disease is a persistent leprous disease; it is unclean.” 

The clothing of the common Israelite was made mostly from linen, wool, and 
animal skins. Linen was made from the flax plant- its fibers were very strong 
and absorbent. Garments made of linen were valued for their exceptional 
coolness and freshness in the hot and humid weather. Most wool came from the 
hair of sheep and goats. Wool fabrics cleaned easily, absorbed moisture, and 
insulated against heat and cold. Animal skins were used for footwear and other 
outer garments. The inter-weaving of linen and wool was prohibited (Lev 19:19) 
because only the High Priest’s ephod (part of his official dress) was permitted to 
be woven out of multiple materials (as a sign of his separation from the common 
people).  

Just as skin could be contaminated, so could all of these materials. Disease could incubate within the 
fibers that ran vertically (“warp”) and horizontally (“woof”) of a woven garment. When greenish or 
reddish discoloration was observed in the material, the garment was to be brought to the priest for a 
week-long examination. If after seven days the contamination had spread in the garment, the priest 
declared it unclean.  

The “warp and woof” of our lives are the building blocks that make up who we are. It is a synonym for 
the foundation upon which we establish our character, root our beliefs, and underpin our hopes. When we 
attempt to ground ourselves in anything but the truth of God, our footings will eventually decay and 
crumble. Alone, we cannot possibly withstand all of the corrupting forces that we encounter on a daily 
basis. Without God, contamination will eventually find its way into our fiber, become interwoven into our 
framework, and make us ceremonial unclean before our Creator. God is the only reliable bedrock on 
which to build both our lives and our nation.    

WHAT IS THE “WARP AND WOOF” OF YOUR LIFE? 

WHAT IS YOUR CHARACTER, BELIEF,  AND HOPE GROUNDED UPON? 

HOW DO YOU KEEP CONTAMINATION OUT OF YOUR FIBER?     
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Lev 13:52-“And he shall burn the garment, or the warp or the woof, the wool or the linen, or any  
                    article made of skin that is diseased, for it is a persistent leprous disease. It shall be burned  
                    in the  fire.”    

  

There was but one definitive remedy to prevent the spread of infectious material that could contaminate 
God’s people- incinerate it in fire. Wood fires burn around fourteen-hundred degrees Fahrenheit- more 
than enough to eradicate any pathogen. Viruses are deactivated and bacteria are killed at temperatures 
between 165 and 212 °F (the boiling point of water is 212°F). Fungal spore are decimated at 140 °F. Fire 
destroys corrupted material- it is the ultimate “wonder treatment" ; but it is indiscriminate in its radius. It 
destroys the good with the bad.   

God used the Levitical laws to draw a distinction between His chosen people and the corruption that 
surrounded them. He did not want them to “clothe” themselves with the contaminated “articles” of the 
world. Anything that had the potential to make them unclean was to be incinerated. They just needed to 
make sure they weren’t burned in the process.   

HAVE YOU EVER “CLOTHED” YOURSELF IN KNOWN CONTAMINATES? 

WHY? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO BURN? 

Lev 13:53-55-“And if the priest examines, and if the disease has not spread in the garment, in the warp  
                          or the woof or in any article made of skin,  

                         then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he 
                         shall shut it up for another seven days.  

                         And the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the  
                         appearance of the diseased area has not changed, though the disease has not spread, it  
                         is unclean. You shall burn it in the fire, whether the rot is on the back or on the front.” 

If the defilement on the material had not spread after seven days, the priest 
commanded that it be washed and observed for another week. However, after 
another seven days, even if it had not spread, its continued unchanged presence 
made the material unclean. Whether the contamination was on the inside or 
outside, the entire garment was to be burned to prevent cross-contamination.   
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God is long-suffering, but His patience with sin can be exhausted. God gave His Son to wash away our 
impurities. But, unfortunately, too many people try to clean themselves in their own dirty water. They 
believe that they can rid themselves of their imperfections without using God’s detergent. God may wait a 
“week” or so for them to realize the error of their ways, but when their stains do not come out, fire awaits.  

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO WASH YOURSELF IN YOUR OWN “DIRTY WATER”? 

HOW DID THAT TURN OUT? 

HOW LONG DO YOU THINK GOD SHOULD WAIT FOR YOU? 

Lev 13:56-58-“But if the priest examines, and if the diseased area has faded after it has been washed,  
                          he shall tear it out of the garment or the skin or the warp or the woof.  

                          Then if it appears again in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in any article made  
                          of skin, it is spreading. You shall burn with fire whatever has the disease.  

                          But the garment, or the warp or the woof, or any article made of skin from which the  
                          disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a second time, and be  
                          clean.”   

If the blemish faded after washing, the priest cut out that part of the material. He 
then continued to examine the remaining cloth or skin to determine if the defilement 
had truly been eradicated. If it returned, then the entire article was burned. However, 
if after washing, the blemish totally resolved, then it was washed once again and 
declared clean. It again became useful. 
   

God is always looking for the good in us; but our Christian journey is filled with many stains. When they 
fade, He is able to cut them out and save us from our defilement. God wishes no man or woman suffer the 
tragic results of their sins. He gave His Son that no one need perish in the fire. Our “disease" departs 
when we trust in Jesus- He and He alone has made us clean. God desires we use that cleanliness to be 
useful to Him in spreading His Word.     

HOW MANY WASHINGS DID IT TAKE TO FADE YOUR “STAINS”? 

HOW MANY FADED “STAINS” HAS GOD HAD TO CUT OUT OF YOU? 

HAVE YOU BECOME USEFUL IN YOUR NEWFOUND CLEANLINESS? 

WHY? / WHY NOT?  
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Lev 13:59- “This is the law for a case of leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in the  
                     warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, to determine whether it is clean or 
                     unclean.”  

God gave these laws of skin diseases as another way to separate His people from those around them. 
Unlike other nations’s rules instituted by men, Levitical Law was God’s law. Whereas man’s laws were 
founded upon mere human experience, God’s laws were decreed by divine edict with eternity in view. 
These rules regarding skin defilements certainly had a health and sanitation component; but that was not 
their primary objective. They were instead designed to keep His people clean from the inside out.  

Why we choose to obey His commands is much more important to God than the physical containment of 
any skin lesion or rash. Those are just physical representations of our uncleanliness. Sin is the real 
disease. It infiltrates, contaminates, and spreads. If not properly dealt with from the inside out, it can kill 
us.   

Laws are just boundaries. We have freedom under the law but that 
flexibility contracts as conflicts erupt and societal norms disintegrate. A law 
can change outward behavior but has no control over inner thoughts. God 
gave us His laws knowing we will sometimes fail to keep them.  
Fortunately, He gives us a reprieve from our transgressions. Jesus holds the 
key to get us out of imprisonment due to our sinful defilements.  He wants 
everyone to reach out, grab it, and be free! He wants us to be clean!     

WHY DO YOU OBEY ANY LAW? 

WHY DOES GOD WANT YOU TO OBEY HIS LAWS? 

DO YOU OBEY HIS LAWS? 

WHY? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 14 
  

LAWS OF PURIFICATION AFTER  SKIN DISEASES 

Leviticus 14: 1-57

1“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. He shall be brought to the 
priest,  

3 and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease 
is healed in the leprous person,  

4 the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and 
cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop.  

5 And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water.  

6 He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and 
the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water.  

7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he 
shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field.  

8 And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself in 
water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but live outside his tent seven 
days.  

9 And on the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He 
shall shave off all his hair, and then he shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he shall 
be clean. 

10 “And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old 
without blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, and one 
log of oil.  

11 And the priest who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these things before the 
Lord, at the entrance of the tent of meeting.  

12 And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of 
oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the Lord.  
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13 And he shall kill the lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the 
place of the sanctuary. For the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; it is most holy. 

14 The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the lobe of 
the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his 
right foot.  

15 Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand  

16 and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven 
times before the Lord.  

17 And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him 
who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of 
the blood of the guilt offering.  

18 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be 
cleansed. Then the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord.  

19 The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his 
uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering.  

20 And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus the priest shall 
make atonement for him, and he shall be clean. 

21 “But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering 
to be waved, to make atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
grain offering, and a log of oil;  

22 also two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall be a sin offering and 
the other a burnt offering.  

23 And on the eighth day he shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent 
of meeting, before the Lord.  

24 And the priest shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave 
them for a wave offering before the Lord.  

25 And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall take some of the blood of the 
guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of 
his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.  

26 And the priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand,  

27 and shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the 
Lord.  

28 And the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the lobe of the right ear of him who is 
to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, in the place 
where the blood of the guilt offering was put.  

29 And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be 
cleansed, to make atonement for him before the Lord.  
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30 And he shall offer, of the turtledoves or pigeons, whichever he can afford,  

31 one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering. And the priest 
shall make atonement before the Lord for him who is being cleansed.  

32 This is the law for him in whom is a case of leprous disease, who cannot afford the offerings for his 
cleansing.” 

33 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  

34 “When you come into the land of Canaan, which I give you for a possession, and I put a case of 
leprous disease in a house in the land of your possession,  

35 then he who owns the house shall come and tell the priest, ‘There seems to me to be some case of 
disease in my house.’  

36 Then the priest shall command that they empty the house before the priest goes to examine the 
disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. And afterward the priest shall go in to see the 
house.  

37 And he shall examine the disease. And if the disease is in the walls of the house with greenish or 
reddish spots, and if it appears to be deeper than the surface,  

38 then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house and shut up the house seven days.  

39 And the priest shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the disease has spread in the walls 
of the house,  

40 then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in which is the disease and throw them 
into an unclean place outside the city.  

41 And he shall have the inside of the house scraped all around, and the plaster that they scrape off 
they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the city.  

42 Then they shall take other stones and put them in the place of those stones, and he shall take other 
plaster and plaster the house. 

43 “If the disease breaks out again in the house, after he has taken out the stones and scraped the 
house and plastered it,  

44 then the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has spread in the house, it is a persistent leprous 
disease in the house; it is unclean.  

45 And he shall break down the house, its stones and timber and all the plaster of the house, and he 
shall carry them out of the city to an unclean place. 

46 Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall be unclean until the evening,  

47 and whoever sleeps in the house shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house shall wash 
his clothes. 
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48 “But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the house after the house 
was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease is healed.  

49 And for the cleansing of the house he shall take two small birds, with cedarwood and scarlet yarn 
and hyssop,  

50 and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water  

51 and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, and dip 
them in the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water and sprinkle the house seven times.  

52 Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh water and with the live 
bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn.  

53 And he shall let the live bird go out of the city into the open country. So he shall make atonement 
for the house, and it shall be clean.” 

54 This is the law for any case of leprous disease: for an itch,  

55 for leprous disease in a garment or in a house,  

56 and for a swelling or an eruption or a spot,  

57 to show when it is unclean and when it is clean. This is the law for leprous disease.” 

182



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 14:1-2-“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                   “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. He shall be  
                     brought to the priest,” 

In the last chapter, God gave His instructions regarding the diagnosing of individuals with unclean skin 
conditions. Now, He was about to give the remedy to make them ceremonially clean after those skin 
lesions resolved. The individual could not re-enter society until the priest declared him healed and the 
appropriate cleansing rituals and sacrifices were completed.   

Only in the last century has modern medicine made significant strides in the treatment of infectious 
disease. In Levitical times, isolation was the only means to stop the spread of communicable conditions. 
However, even then, God graciously allowed the natural healing of many ailments. He created us with an 
immune system made up of special cells, tissues, and organs that defend us against organisms and 
substances that invade our bodies and cause disease. Many of the Israelite’s skin conditions were healed 
by their body’s own natural processes.  

God desires we be physically healed when disease strikes; but, more importantly, He demands we be 
ceremonially clean to enter His presence. He ordained this through the Levitical sacrificial system. The 
various ritual washings and sacrifices allowed the Israelites to become clean after defilement. 
Fortunately, we no longer have to go through a prescribed ritual- Jesus scrubbed us clean with His own 
self-sacrifice. We just have to accept it.   

HOW DOES GOD PHYSICALLY HEAL US? 

HOW DOES GOD SPIRITUALLY HEAL US? 

WHY DOES HE HEAL US? 

 

Lev 14:3-4-“ and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of 
                      leprous disease is healed in the leprous person,  

                      the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds 
                      and cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop.”  

Having been notified of the possible healing of the unclean individual, the priest traveled 
outside of the encampment to examine him. If he found the lesions to be healed, the 
priest started him on an arduous process toward ceremonial cleanliness. His relatives 
were instructed to procured the prescribed items for the beginning of the purification 
ceremony- two live clean birds, a “cedar” stick, a “hyssop” branch, and a piece of 
crimson cloth - the same materials needed to purify someone who came into contact with 
a corpse (Nu 19:6f) 
  
The term live “clean birds" described sparrows, doves, turtledoves, or any other 
common clean birds mentioned in Leviticus Chapter 11. However, the exact 
identification of hyssop is unknown. One type of hyssop is a bitter, mint-flavored herb 
whereas another is a small shrub. Regardless, the hyssop plant in the Bible symbolized 
spiritual purification (Ps 51:7; Heb 9:19). A “scarlet” cord was used to tie the hyssop 
branch to the cedar wood. 
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Who first showed you the way to becoming clean from your sins?  Was it a family member, a friend, or 
even a stranger that first bought you the good news of the gospel? Whoever reached out to you in your 
“wilderness” of sin should be thanked from the bottom of your heart. There aren’t many people in this 
world who would take their time to travel outside their “encampment” to prepare you for a new life. You 
need to always remember their contribution to your salvation. Jesus saved you; but He used others to 
point you toward Him. You should pray that He allows you to do the same for someone else.   

WHO DID GOD USE TO BRING YOU TO HIM? 

WHAT DID GOD USE TO BRING YOU TO HIM? 

ARE YOU LETTING GOD USE YOU TO BRING OTHERS TO HIM? 

Lev 14:5-6-“And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over  
                     fresh water.”   

                     He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip 
                     them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water.” 

The purification ceremony began with the priest commanding that one of the birds 
be killed. Each of the birds represented the unclean individual. His death-like state 
during his isolation from the encampment was expressed by the slaughter of one of 
the birds. Just as the individual was still segregated from the community, the bird 
was killed outside the camp instead of in the Tent of Meeting area. The living bird 
was then identified with the slain bird by being dipped in its blood. 

Blood represents life- it was a necessary part of the purification ritual. However, the blood of a single bird 
would not have been sufficient to immerse the body of another bird; therefore, it was mingled with fresh 
water in a new earthenware vessel to increase the quantity necessary for the ceremony. Taken from a 
running spring or stream, the pure water, by its liveliness and motion, also signified the restoring of life to 
the unclean individual.  

Our purification also came to us through the mixing of blood and water- Christ’s own. He was “dipped" 
with the “blood" of our sins in order that we might have a restored life through His resurrection.  

    John 19:34-“ But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at 
                           once there came out blood and water". 

   1 John 5:5-“This is He who came by water and blood- Jesus Christ; not by  
                        the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit 
                        is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth”. 

    Romans 5:8-“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while  
                             we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”. 
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HOW WERE YOU DEAD BEFORE CHRIST OFFERED YOU LIFE? 

DO YOU EVEN NOTICE HIS BLOOD DRIPPING ON YOU TODAY? 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WITH YOUR NEW LIFE? 

Lev 14:7-“And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease.  
                  Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field.” 

Dipping the hyssop fastened to the cedar stick into the blood and water, the priest then 
sprinkled it on the the individual seven times. The sprinkling seven times symbolized his 
complete cleansing. The release of the live bird symbolized the end of the quarantine of 
the former unclean individual, who, like the bird, was now free to go wherever he wanted 
without any restraint.  

Freedom from exile is precious; but freedom from sin is priceless. There’s no greater 
liberty than that from the imprisonment of sin. With belief in Jesus, our pardon is 

complete- there are no recriminations from our previous life. Our sentence has been commuted and no 
one can ever take away our freedom. What could possibly be more cleansing than that?   

WHERE WERE YOU QUARANTINED? 

WHAT ARE YOU FREE TO DO NOW? 

WHAT ARE NOT FREE TO DO NOW? 

Lev 14:8-9-“And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe  
                      himself in water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but  
                      live outside his tent seven days. 

                      And on the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his 
                      eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then he shall wash his clothes and bathe his 
                      body in water, and he shall be clean." 

 
The individual was then instructed to wash all of his clothing. Prior to washing himself, 
he shaved off all of his hair in order that the water reached every part of his skin. This 
required a quantity of water sufficient to cover the whole body. The Talmud later 
specified this to be forty seahs (a seah equalled 9 quarts ). It had to be a cubit square in 
breadth, and three cubits deep (a cubit being equal to the distance from a man’s elbow to 
the tip of his index finger).   

After these first washings, he was allowed into the encampment. However, for seven 
days he could not enter his own home. Later Jewish scholars regarded this as a 
prohibition against relations with his wife in order that he might not contract any 
impurity, and thus interrupt the next steps of the purification ritual. At the end of these 
seven days, he shaved and washed again.   
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What scouring did you require when you first accepted the gospel Truth? Did you wash every inch of 
your outer and inner being with it?  What did you have to “shave off” to make sure that you scrubbed 
sufficiently. How many “seahs” did it take to cleanse you of the filth you accumulated in your 
“wilderness”? Were you willing to forgo the pleasures of life for a short time while God worked His 
supernatural power in your life? Only God can make us pure; but we still have to do our part to not let sin 
contaminate us.  

WHAT FILTH DID YOU NEED TO WASH AWAY? 

WHAT DID YOU SCOUR FIRST? 

DO YOU FEEL “COMPLETELY” CLEANSED? 

Lev 14:10-11-“And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb  
                         a year old without blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine  
                         flour mixed with oil, and one log of oil.  

                         And the priest who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these  
                         things before the Lord, at the entrance of the tent of meeting.” 

Though now freely able to move about the encampment, the recovered individual could not yet be 
admitted to the sanctuary. On the eighth day, he had to first bring three kinds of sacrifices to the entrance 
of the Tent of Meeting-  a Trespass/Guilt Offering, a Sin Offering, and a Burnt Offering. Additionally, 
these offerings were accompanied by a Grain Offering.  

These sacrifices required two young rams from one to three years of age, a female sheep in her first year, 
three-tenth of an ephah (about ten and a half pints) of fine flour mingled with oil, and a log of oil (about 
half a pint- a“log” being equal to six hen’s eggs). The priest inspected both the individual and his 
offerings to God at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 

WHAT DO YOU OFFER TO GOD? 

WOULD IT BE PLEASING TO GOD? 

ARE YOU READY TO UNDERGO INSPECTION BY GOD? 
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Lev 14:12-13-“And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it for a guilt offering, along             
                          with the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the Lord.  

                         And he shall kill the lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt  
                         offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For the guilt offering, like the sin offering,  
                         belongs to the priest; it is most holy” 

Usually the sacrificer himself slaughtered the animal on the north side of the 
altar; but as the healed (but still ceremonially unclean) individual was not yet 
allowed to enter the courtyard, someone else killed the sacrificial animal as he 
watched at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. The first lamb was for the 
Trespass/Guilt Offering, which was one of the sacrifices prescribed by God for 
the cleansing from defilement.  

The priest waved the lamb and oil as a Wave Offering before the Lord. This 
indicated that the person being cleansed offered the lamb and the oil to God and 

that God then returned them to the priest to be used for his support. The flesh of both the Trespass/Guilt 
Offering and the Sin Offering belonged to the officiating priest. Being designated holy, it could only be 
eaten by the priest and the male members of his family within the court of the sanctuary. 

WHO HELPS YOU WHEN YOU NEED ASSISTANCE? 

DO YOU “WAVE” ALL YOU HAVE BEFORE GOD? 

HOW?  WHY? 

WHAT HAS GOD RETURNED TO YOU?   

Lev 14:14-“ The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on  
                      the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand 
                      and on the big toe of his right foot”. 

Because the blood of the sacrificial offerings could not be taken beyond the limits of the courtyard, the 
individual to be cleansed leaned through the gate to let the priest apply the blood. Until he was declared 
totally clean, he could not enter the sanctuary area. The ear, hand, and foot represented areas of the 
individual’s life that needed God’s cleansing to function properly. The blood applied to the ear signified 
his need to listen to God. The thumb symbolized the need for God’s direction in his works. And the toe 
expressed his desire to walk in God’s path. The application of the blood only on the right side of the body 
denoted the strength and power needed to perform the will of God.    
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To follow Christ, we must give it our all. Every part of our body, mind, and soul has to be synchronized  
with God’s Word. The thoughts we let in with our ears, the works we perform with our hands, and the 
paths we walk with our feet should all be honorable to God. We don’t have the strength and power to 
accomplish this on our own. Perhaps we should stop trying to do it by ourselves. We need to lean in 
through the gate and let some of Christ’s empowering blood  be sprinkled on us.       

 ARE YOUR EARS SYNCHRONIZED WITH GOD’S WORD? 

HOW ARE YOUR WORKS FOLLOWING GOD’S WORK-ORDER? 

HOW DO YOU WALK IN GOD’S FOOTSTEPS? 

Lev 14:15-18-“Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left 
                          hand  

                          and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his  
                          finger seven times before the Lord.  

                          And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right 
                          ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe 
                          of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering.  

                          And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is 
                          to be cleansed. Then the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord”. 

 

Next, the priest poured oil into his own left palm and dipped his right finger in it seven 
times. The number “seven” is used over seven-hundred times in our Bible. Its very first 
use was in the creation narrative to describe the completion of God’s work. As the priest 
sprinkle the oil over the blood on the ear, thumb, and great toe, it signified the 
completion of the individual’s old life of isolation and the beginning of a cleansed new 
life. The priest then poured the remaining oil onto the head of the individual and began to 
make“atonement for him before the Lord.” 

We are not only cleansed by the blood of Christ, but are also restored by the oil of the Holy Spirit. We can 
live a new life in Christ through the work of His Spirit. While the blood is a token of forgiveness, the oil 
is an emblem of healing. As the blood of Christ justifies, the influence of the Spirit sanctifies. Our 
redemption is complete and we’ve been sprinkled seven times with His grace. Today, Christ, not the 
priest, makes atonement for us before the Lord. We are justified and sanctified through Him.   

WHAT OIL HAVE YOU BEEN SPRINKLED WITH? 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

WHAT DOES “JUSTIFICATION" MEAN? 

WHAT DOES “SANCTIFICATION” MEAN? 
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Lev 14:19-20-“The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make atonement for him who is to be cleansed  
                          from his uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering.  

                          And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus 
                          the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean”. 

The remaining two lambs were sacrificed as a Sin Offering and a Burnt 
Offering. The Sin Offering was the second sacrifice required for 
cleansing from the defilement of his “sinful” lesions; whereas the Guilt 
Offering expressed thankfulness for God's mercy in his restoration. At 
the completion of the three sacrifices (Trespass/Guilt Offering, Sin 
Offering, and Burnt Offering), the priest finally declared him cleansed  
from his ceremonial pollution and he could enter the tabernacle area 
once again. He was now a fully functional member of society and could 
go before the Lord without shame.  

Some came to their senses early in life; others of us had to go through a long and arduous process before 
seeking cleansing from our “lesions.” The various skin conditions merely represented sin. All of the 
Levitical sacrifices and rituals pointed to the need to be made clean by God. He gave His laws as both a 
means of protection from sin and as a path of redemption when sin took hold. Fortunately, our redemptive 
path need not be as long as that of the Israelites in ancient times. Though our sins isolated us once upon a 
time, we no longer have to rely on ceremony and liturgy for our atonement. We just need ask. 

         1 John 1:9-“ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us  
                              from all unrighteousness.” 

WHAT IS SIN? 

DID YOU COME TO YOUR SENSES EARLY OR LATE?  

DO YOU GO TO GOD WITHOUT SHAME? 

Lev 14:21-32-“But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb for a  
                          guilt offering to be waved, to make atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine 
                          flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a log of oil;  

                         also two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall be a sin 
                          offering and the other a burnt offering.  

                         And on the eighth day he shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, to the entrance  
                         of the tent of meeting, before the Lord.  

                         And the priest shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest  
                         shall wave them for a wave offering before the Lord.  
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                         And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering. And the priest shall take some of the  
                         blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be  
                         cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.  

                         And the priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand,  

                         and shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven 
                         times before the Lord.  

                         And the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the lobe of the right ear of  
                         him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his 
                         right foot, in the place where the blood of the guilt offering was put.  

                          And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him who is 
                          to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the Lord.  

                          And he shall offer, of the turtledoves or pigeons, whichever he can afford,  

                          one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering. 
                          And the priest shall make atonement before the Lord for him who is being cleansed.  

                          This is the law for him in whom is a case of leprous disease, who cannot afford the  
                          offerings for his cleansing.” 

 

The only difference in the offerings required of the poor was in the number of the 
lambs and the quantity of flour. He had to sacrifice only one male lamb and present 
only one-tenth of an ephah of flour.  Additionally, turtledoves or pigeons could be 
substituted for the Sin Offering and Burnt Offering. The remaining ritual was exactly 
the same. Since he was offering what was valuable to him, the priest made atonement 
before the Lord for him and he was cleansed.  

No matter our economic, social, or spiritual condition, God always offers a way to Him. Whether poor in 
finances or poor in spirit, He holds the keys to our redemption. When we think that we have nothing to 
offer, He sees value in us. He wants to lead us out of our sins and temptations. We just need to follow His 
lead. 

     1 Cor 10:13-“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will  
                            not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide  
                            the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 

WHAT VALUE DOES GOD SEE IN YOU? 

WHAT CAN YOU OFFER ECONOMICALLY, SOCIALLY, OR SPIRITUALLY TO GOD? 

HOW HAS GOD BEEN FAITHFUL TO YOU? 

HOW ARE YOU FAITHFUL TO GOD? 
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Lev 14:33-35-“The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  

                        “When you come into the land of Canaan, which I give you for a possession, and I put a  
                          case of leprous disease in a house in the land of your possession,  

                          then he who owns the house shall come and tell the priest, ‘There seems to me to be  
                          some case of disease in my house.’  

The second half of this chapter begins with the Lord once again giving laws to His 
chosen representatives- Moses and his brother, Aaron, the High Priest. But instead of 
dealing with diseases found on skin, wool, and linen, this time God delivers His rules 
regarding the defilement of wood and stone dwellings that had not yet been built.  At 
this point in their journey toward Canaan, they still lived in nomadic tents made of 
animal skins and woven materials (diseases of which were dealt with in Chapter 13). 
Yet God found it necessary to prepare them for the defilements that might be found in 
the homes that they were to eventually inhabit in their promised land. 

God would allow the insidious contamination within their walls to become visible to the naked eye.  If He 
did not allow the abnormal appearance to present itself, the inhabitants of the house might remain 
unaware of its potentially fatal infestation.  The stain pointed to the unhealthy nature of the house, and 
prodded the owner to seek a remedy. He was to tell the priest to come and investigate.  

Sin has away of hiding within our “walls”. Sometimes God allows that sin to bubble to the surface in 
order that we might begin dealing with it. That often requires help from others. We may not even be 
aware of how that sin is affecting us until someone helps us diagnose the problem. It’s important to 
remember that the first step in solving a problem is to recognize that there is one. Don’t be afraid to ask 
for help!     

HOW HAS GOD ALLOWED YOUR SIN TO BUBBLE TO THE SURFACE? 

DID YOU NOTICE IT OR DID SOMEONE ELSE HAVE TO POINT IT OUT TO YOU? 

DO YOU EVER ASK FOR HELP?  WHY?  WHY NOT? 
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Lev 14:36-38-“Then the priest shall command that they empty the house before the priest goes to 
                          examine the disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. And afterward the 
                          priest shall go in to see the house.  

                          And he shall examine the disease. And if the disease is in the walls of the house with  
                          greenish or reddish spots, and if it appears to be deeper than the surface,  

                          then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house and shut up the house  
                          seven days.” 

Before entering the house, the priest was to instruct that the house be 
completely emptied to prevent contamination of household items. He 
then had to carefully inspect the walls and foundation of the house 
for any greenish or reddish spots. These blemishes were thought to 
be indicative of a particular fungus, known today as Serpula 
lacrymans, that caused “dry rot” (so named because, unlike most 
fungi, it did not require moisture to spread). If the priest determined 
that the blemish was indeed a disease on the walls, then he would 
shut the house up for seven days. This followed the same course and 
duration as for determining the nature of a skin disease in a human. 

Sin has the potential to contaminate anything it touches. It can spread into our mind, body, and spirit 
leaving only “dry rot” in its path.  Sometimes we need to take a “week” to examine not just our “walls” 
but also our very “foundation” for any uncleanliness that lurks within. Just as the priest shut up the house 
for seven days, we should consider shutting down our busy lives occasionally for a period of inner 
reflection and examination.  We might be surprised at what we discover.    

HOW DOES SIN LEAVE “DRY ROT" IN ITS PATH? 

DO YOU TAKE THE TIME NECESSARY TO EXAMINE SIN? 

HOW CAN YOU EXAMINE NOT JUST YOUR WALLS BUT ALSO YOUR FOUNDATION? 

Lev 14:39-41-“And the priest shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the disease has spread  
                          in the walls of the house,  

                          then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in which is the disease and 
                          throw them into an unclean place outside the city.  

                          And he shall have the inside of the house scraped all around, and the plaster that they 
                          scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the city.” 

Seven days later the priest was to re-examine the house. If the disease had 
spread, then the first remedy offered was a surgical excision of only the stones 
in question. Since most houses shared walls with their neighbor's, “they” had to 
remove the shared stones in their common wall lest it spread to the other side. 
However, only the person with the stain was required to scrape off the plaster 
from “his’ wall. Both the stones and the contaminated plaster were then to be 
carried outside the city to an unclean place where dead carcasses, dung, and 
filth of every sort were also deposited.  
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We need to deal with our sin before it penetrates our neighbor’s inner “walls.” It is foolish of us to think  
our sins will not affect others. Our sinful “plaster” needs to be scraped and the common “stones” we 
share with our neighbor need to be dealt with before our sin spreads to his “house.” That is just the 
“neighborly” thing to do.    

WHAT  “WALLS” DO YOU SHARE WITH YOUR NEIGHBOR? 

HAS YOUR SIN INFECTED HIS HOME? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO SURGICALLY EXCISE? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO RE-PLASTER? 

Lev 14:42-“Then they shall take other stones and put them in the place of those stones, and he shall  
                     take other plaster and plaster the house.” 

Collectively, the neighbors replaced the few contaminated stones between them 
with clean masonry. Then the person who discovered the stain within his house re-
covered his home with fresh plaster. However, he had to be vigilant to look for any 
signs of the stain’s return.   
  

Sometimes our sins are closer to the surface and are more easily recognized. It is imperative we deal with 
these stains rapidly and definitively. Complete removal of the offending “stones” is the only option.  If 
those corrupted “stones” are destructive people, places, or activities, then they need to be replaced with 
new “bricks” to support our “house.” God wants us to cover our new “stone walls” with His clean white 
“plaster.” But beware of just “whitewashing" over your sinful old “stones” lest you become like the 
Pharisees that Jesus rebuked:  

     Matthew 23:27-”Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs  
                                 which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones  
                                 and all uncleanness.” 

WHERE DO YOU GO TO GET “NEW STONES”? 

WHAT DO YOU USE TO “RE-PLASTER” WITH? 

HAVE YOU EVER JUST “WHITEWASHED” OVER YOUR IMPURITIES? 

WHAT WAS THE RESULT? 
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Lev 14:43-45-“If the disease breaks out again in the house, after he has taken out the stones and  
                          scraped the house and plastered it,  

                         then the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has spread in the house, it is a 
                         persistent leprous disease in the house; it is unclean.  

                        And he shall break down the house, its stones and timber and all the plaster of the 
                        house, and he shall carry them out of the city to an unclean place.” 

Sometimes, despite  their best effort, the stain returned. The surgical excision did 
not fully eradicate the cancerous spread of the disease. When this happened the 
only option was to remove every inch of stone, every splinter of timber, and 
every piece of plaster.  The entire house was to be torn down- it was declared 
unclean by the priest. The rubble was then to be carried outside of the 
encampment to a place of decay and defilement. 

Cancers are categorized into different grades- stages one through four. Stage One cancers grow only 
within one organ. Stage Two’ s spread into the wall of that organ, whereas Stage Three cancers expand 
beyond the wall into nearby tissue. But the worst are those called Stage Four cancers that metastasize   
into distant areas throughout the body. When this happens, surgical excision is no longer an option - a 
systemic chemotherapy and immunologic approach is needed to eradicate the disease. The entire body 
must be broken down and be rebuilt before healing can occur.   

When “Stage Four” sin overwhelms us, we can no longer use a scalpel to remove it. It requires a more 
drastic approach. Every cancerous cell of sin needs to be sought out, destroyed, and carried away. We may 
need to be torn completely down and rebuilt again piece by piece. Fortunately, God has a lot of 
experience as a Master Builder. He sent His Son who is an expert in restoration and rehabilitation. If we 
just follow His blueprint, we can heal and be made clean.   

HOW FAR HAD YOUR “CANCER” SPREAD BEFORE YOU DEALT WITH IT? 

DID YOU HAVE TO BE TORN DOWN AND REBUIT? 

HOW WERE YOU TORN DOWN AND REBUILT? 

Lev 14:46-47-“Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall be unclean until the  
                         evening,  

                         and whoever sleeps in the house shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house  
                         shall wash his clothes.” 

God wanted to completely separate His people from contamination. Just walking into an unclean house 
would cause an individual ceremonial defilement. He then had to separate himself from everyone until the 
evening. Additionally, if he spent any time in the house eating or sleeping, he was required to wash not 
just himself, but also his clothing to rid them of any potential filth.   
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God doesn’t want us to take any chances with sin. We can become a sin carrier by just being in its 
presence. Sometimes we find ourselves in places we shouldn’t be. When this happens we need to step 
away and scrub off the defilement before it gets into our “clothing” and contaminates us. God gave us His 
laws to protect us- we should follow them.    

HAVE YOU EVER STEPPED INTO AN UNCLEAN PLACE? 

HAVE YOU EATEN FROM AN UNCLEAN TABLE? 

HAVE YOU SLEPT IN AN UNCLEAN BED? 

HAVE YOU WASHED YET? 

Lev 14:48-53-“But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the house after  
                         the house was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease 
                         is healed.  

                         And for the cleansing of the house he shall take two small birds, with cedarwood and 
                         scarlet yarn and hyssop,  

                         and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water  

                         and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live  
                         bird, and dip them in the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water and  
                         sprinkle the house seven times.  

                        Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh water and 
                        with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn.  

                        And he shall let the live bird go out of the city into the open country. So he shall make  
                        atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.” 

If, on the other hand, the priest found the stain had not returned on the re-plastered house, then he 
pronounced it clean. The cleansing ceremony followed the same protocol that the person with healed skin 
lesions followed outside the encampment. One live bird was sacrificed and its blood was mixed with fresh 
spring water. Hyssop attached to a cedar stick with scarlet yarn was dipped in the blood and water 
mixture and then sprinkled seven time on the doorframe of the house. Another live bird was also dipped in 
the same solution and freed outside the encampment. This was the priest’s final declaration to the both the 
owner and the general public that the house was clean.. No further offerings were required and the house 
could become a home once again.    

Nothing is more pleasing to God than seeing that a particular sin of ours has not returned. Though we 
have been made ceremonial clean by Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice, sin can still affect our daily lives if not 
dealt with properly.  It’s refreshing to return to a life free of its influence. A “house” cleansed by Jesus is a 
“home” worth returning to. We should let everyone know that it’s safe to visit once again.   
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HAS A PARTICULAR SIN NOT RETURNED? 

HOW DOES IT FEEL? 

HOW CAN YOU CLEAN YOUR HOUSE AND MAKE IT A HOME? 

WHO WILL YOU INVITE INSIDE? 

Lev 14:54-57-“ This is the law for any case of leprous disease: for an itch,  

                          for leprous disease in a garment or in a house,  

                         and for a swelling or an eruption or a spot,  

                         to show when it is unclean and when it is clean. This is the law for leprous disease.” 

These verses mark the end of the laws of “leprosy” given in Chapters 13 and 14. The two chapters dealt 
with God’s rules regarding the proper identification of defilements upon an individual’s skin, clothing, 
and home. Additionally, these laws provided a path for rehabilitation after recovery from those blemishes. 
They guided God’s people both individually and collectively.   

They were laws, not suggestions- absolute obedience was required. They protected the Israelites from 
people, places, and things that could cause them harm. These laws demonstrated their absolute need for 
God in their personal lives and in the life of their community as a whole. 

The defilements of skin, clothing, and houses represented sin. Today, when sin penetrates a person’s life, 
that individual is often forcefully separated from society to protect others. Our prisons are filled with far 
too many individuals whose sinful behaviors led them to incarceration. Sinful society needs protection 
from itself.  Without God’s rules, civility devolves and chaos evolves. 

But God doesn’t like chaos- He’s a God of order. Fortunately, He is also a God of second chances. He 
cares more about our rehabilitation from sin than sin itself. We no longer need a priest’s sacrifices to make 
us ceremonially clean after defilement. If we believe and repent, our sins are forgiven and we’re forever 
restored by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. It would be wise of all to accept His merciful gift and follow 
His laws out of respect for His absolute authority.    

WHY DO WE HAVE SIN? 

WHY DO WE HAVE LAWS? 

WHY DO WE DISOBEY LAWS? 

WHY DO WE OBEY LAWS? 

HOW HAS GOD REHABILITATED YOU? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 15 
  

LAWS REGARDING BODILY DISCHARGES 

Leviticus 15:1-33

1 “The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any man has a discharge from his body, his 
discharge is unclean.  

3 And this is the law of his uncleanness for a discharge: whether his body runs with his discharge, or 
his body is blocked up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness.  

4 Every bed on which the one with the discharge lies shall be unclean, and everything on which he sits 
shall be unclean.  

5 And anyone who touches his bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean 
until the evening.  

6 And whoever sits on anything on which the one with the discharge has sat shall wash his clothes and 
bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.  

7 And whoever touches the body of the one with the discharge shall wash his clothes and bathe himself 
in water and be unclean until the evening.  

8 And if the one with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, then he shall wash his clothes and 
bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.  

9 And any saddle on which the one with the discharge rides shall be unclean.  

10 And whoever touches anything that was under him shall be unclean until the evening. And whoever 
carries such things shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 

11 Anyone whom the one with the discharge touches without having rinsed his hands in water shall 
wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.  

12 And an earthenware vessel that the one with the discharge touches shall be broken, and every vessel 
of wood shall be rinsed in water. 

13 “And when the one with a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then he shall count for himself 
seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes. And he shall bathe his body in fresh water and shall 
be clean.  
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14 And on the eighth day he shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons and come before the Lord to the 
entrance of the tent of meeting and give them to the priest.  

15 And the priest shall use them, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. And the 
priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord for his discharge. 

16 “If a man has an emission of semen, he shall bathe his whole body in water and be unclean until 
the evening.  

17 And every garment and every skin on which the semen comes shall be washed with water and be 
unclean until the evening.  

18 If a man lies with a woman and has an emission of semen, both of them shall bathe themselves in 
water and be unclean until the evening. 

19 “When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her 
menstrual impurity for seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening.  

20 And everything on which she lies during her menstrual impurity shall be unclean. Everything also 
on which she sits shall be unclean.  

21 And whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean 
until the evening.  

22 And whoever touches anything on which she sits shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water 
and be unclean until the evening.  

23 Whether it is the bed or anything on which she sits, when he touches it he shall be unclean until the 
evening.  

24 And if any man lies with her and her menstrual impurity comes upon him, he shall be unclean 
seven days, and every bed on which he lies shall be unclean. 

25 “If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her menstrual impurity, or if 
she has a discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the discharge she shall continue in 
uncleanness. As in the days of her impurity, she shall be unclean.  

26 Every bed on which she lies, all the days of her discharge, shall be to her as the bed of her impurity. 
And everything on which she sits shall be unclean, as in the uncleanness of her menstrual impurity.  

27 And whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in 
water and be unclean until the evening.  

28 But if she is cleansed of her discharge, she shall count for herself seven days, and after that she 
shall be clean.  

29 And on the eighth day she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons and bring them to the priest, to 
the entrance of the tent of meeting.  

30 And the priest shall use one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. And the priest shall 
make atonement for her before the Lord for her unclean discharge. 
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31 “Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, lest they die in their 
uncleanness by defiling my tabernacle that is in their midst.” 

32 This is the law for him who has a discharge and for him who has an emission of semen, becoming 
unclean thereby;  

33 also for her who is unwell with her menstrual impurity, that is, for anyone, male or female, who has 
a discharge, and for the man who lies with a woman who is unclean.” 
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Lev 15:1-3- “The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  

                     “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any man has a discharge from his  
                       body, his discharge is unclean.  

                      And this is the law of his uncleanness for a discharge: whether his body runs with his 
                       discharge, or his body is blocked up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness.” 

Whereas the ESV Bible refers to it as a man’s “discharge from his body,” the King James version 
probably translates it best as a “running issue out of his flesh” - the word “flesh” being a common 
euphemism for a sexual organ. Today we group these discharges under the term STD’s - sexually 
transmitted diseases. After giving His laws regarding clean and unclean foods, cleanliness after 
childbirth, and the uncleanliness associated with skin diseases, God now turns His attention to another 
private matter- infectious penile discharges. 

Just as in Levitical times, STD’s are present today. The World Health Organization estimates that, around 
the world, over a million people are infected every day with a sexually transmitted disease- fifty-thousand 
in the USA alone. More than 30 different bacteria, viruses, and parasites can be transmitted through 
sexual activity. Prominent examples are the bacterial infections of syphilis, gonorrhea and chlamydia, 
parasitic infections such as trichomoniasis, and viral diseases including genital herpes, human 
papillomavirus (HPV), and the human immunodeficiency virus that is responsible for AIDS (Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome).  

There is nothing out of God’s purview. He has dominion over every aspect of our lives- no matter how 
private. It should comfort us to know there is nothing God considers too private, shameful, or defiling to 
talk about. He cares about every square inch of our body, mind, and soul.  

IS THERE ANYTHING OUT OF GOD’S PURVEW? 

IS THERE ANYTHING TOO PRIVATE TO DICUSS WITH GOD? 

IS THERE ANYTHING TOO SHAMEFUL TO DISCUSS WITH GOD?  
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Lev 15:4-6-“Every bed on which the one with the discharge lies shall be unclean, and everything on  
                      which he sits shall be unclean.  

                     And anyone who touches his bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be 
                      unclean until the evening.  

                     And whoever sits on anything on which the one with the discharge has sat shall wash his 
                     clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.” 

God, the Great Physician, obviously knew more about STD’s than the doctors who followed for centuries 
after Levitical times. The relationship of infectious disease and hygiene would require countless 
generations to be discovered. But God understood objects such as beds, linens, and clothes were unclean 
after coming into contact with diseased discharges. He demanded a simple but bazaar (for the times) 
remedy- soap and water.    

Although sexual intercourse is the most common way to contract an STD, some can spread by other 
means. Trichomoniasis can be spread by coming into contact with fabrics contaminated with this parasite 
within an hour after infestation. Pubic lice can last much longer on sheets before being transferred to 
humans. Molluscum contagiosum, a bumpy genital infection, can spread by skin-to-skin contact or shared 
contaminated bed linens.  Sharing razors or anything that cuts or pierces the skin is another possible way 
to spread certain STD’s.  

ARE YOU “SITTING” ON ANYTHING UNCLEAN? 

HAVE YOU  MADE  ANYTHING UNCLEAN?  

HAVE YOU MADE ANYONE UNCLEAN? 

Lev 15:7-“And whoever touches the body of the one with the discharge shall wash his clothes and  
                  bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.” 

Sexual or skin-to-skin contact was the most common way to transmit a STD. Avoiding contact with an 
infected individual was (and still is) the only definitive way to avoid a sexually transmitted disease. Today 
we have a variety of antibacterial, anti-protozoan, and anti-viral medications to treat many (but not all) 
STD’s. Though cleansing after contact might have been of only moderate benefit, washing was a 
revolutionary improvement over any other treatment available in Levitical times. But more importantly, 
God required ceremonial cleansing from the defilement.  

God made His laws to both separate His people from foreign cultures around them and to protect them 
from themselves. Our Bible is full of admonitions against sexual promiscuity and immorality. The 
monogamy of marriage is the only way to avoid obtaining or transmitting STD’s. When marriage vows are 
broken, contamination sets in. The physical uncleanliness may be curable, but God knows it takes more 
than an evening bath to cleanse the resulting chasm in the relationship.    

WHY IS THE MONOGAMY OF MARRIAGE IMPORTANT? 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE MONOGAMY OF MARRIAGE IS BROKEN? 

WHAT CONTAMINANTS ARE LET INTO A MARRIAGE WHEN MARRIAGE VOWS ARE 
BROKEN? 
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     Lev 15:8-“And if the one with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, then he shall wash his  
                       clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.” 

Many sexually transmitted diseases can hide in saliva. Chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis can all be 
transmitted orally. Herpes is the most common oral virus in the United States- many contract the disease 
as children by getting a kiss from a family member or friend infected with the common virus called 
HSV-1. Genital herpes is usually caused by the virus known as HSV-2; but can also be caused by HSV-1. 
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) is another disease infecting half of adults older than 40. While sexual 
transmission is possible, CMV is also frequently passed on through contact with bodily fluids including 
saliva, urine, tears, and breast milk. 

What comes out of our mouths is often toxic. We need be wary of any unclean words we “spit" out. They 
can land on the innocent and cause much destruction.  

     James 3:5- “So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things.  See how 
                          great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire! 

WHAT TOXINS HAVE YOU SPIT FROM YOUR MOUTH? 

HOW MANY FIRES HAVE YOU STARTED WITH YOUR WORDS? 

WHO DID YOU HURT? 

Lev 15:9-10-“And any saddle on which the one with the discharge rides shall be unclean.  

                       And whoever touches anything that was under him shall be unclean until the evening.  
                       And whoever carries such things shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and 
                       be unclean until the evening.”  

God warned anything that came into contact with a man’s discharge (including inanimate objects),  could 
potentially transmit the disease. It was (and is) possible to get an STD in indirect ways. Pubic lice can live 
for up to two days without a host, leaving a large window for possible transmission from clothing. 
Hepatitis B is transmitted through bodily secretions including blood and semen- it can live outside of the 
body for up to a week. Any infectious material that comes in contact with a break in one’s skin can lead to 
transmission. God didn’t want to take any chances with His people- He didn’t want them to be “saddled” 
with anything unclean.  

There are many inanimate objects that have the potential to make us unclean. Ninety-six percent of U.S. 
homes have televisions and eight-seven percent have computers. Televisions and computers are not 
unclean of themselves; but they are often contaminated with the “discharges” of those people who 
produce their content. God warns us to be careful in choosing the right  “saddle.” He doesn’t want us to 
become contaminated with other men’s “discharges.” 
  

HAS TELEVISION MADE YOU UNCLEAN? 

HAS YOUR COMPUTER MADE YOU UNCLEAN? 

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN MADE UNCLEAN BY OTHER MEN’S “DISCHARGES?”   
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Lev 15:11-“Anyone whom the one with the discharge touches without having rinsed his hands in water  
                    shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and  be unclean until the evening.” 

This is the only case mentioned in Levitical Law where a person who is unclean could, by simply washing 
his hands, avoid spreading uncleanness to another individual. It seems obvious to us today, but the 
modern concept of transferring disease by hand touching was unheard of in Levitical times. But God 
knew. If simply touched by the hand of a man with an infectious discharge, the one who was touched was 
also considered unclean and had to wash himself and his clothing. He was unclean until the evening.  

In modern history, hand washing was first officially advocated in 1850 by a Hungarian obstetrician 
named Ignaz Semmelweis at the Vienna Medical Society. He discovered that physicians on the maternity 
wards transferred the deadly puerperal fever (known today as Group A hemolytic streptococcus sepsis) to 
the new mothers as they examined one after another with their bare, contaminated hands. Unfortunately, it 
took several years before his hand washing solution was accepted by the medical community. After finally 
instituting this protocol of hand washing between patients, the mortality rates plummeted and this 
“doctors’ plague” ended.    

Why do some find it strange when God’s Word is later validated by man’s “scientific” understanding. 
Perhaps we should instead validate man’s “scientific” understanding with God’s Word.  God never speaks 
untruth or gives faulty advice. We may not always fully understand His ways, but we sure ought to follow 
His rules. He is never wrong! 

DO YOU WASH YOUR HANDS REGULARLY? 

HOW HAS GOD’S WORD BEEN VALIDATED BY SCIENCE? 

HOW HAS SCIENCE BEEN VALIDATED BY GOD’S WORD? 

Lev 15:12-“And an earthenware vessel that the one with the discharge touches shall be broken, and  
                    every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.” 

Food and water are vital to life. If a man with a diseased discharge so much as touched the water 
container or the table upon which food was prepared then those things were considered unclean. The 
earthenware vessel had to be destroyed and the table scrubbed to avoid the transference of the disease to 
others.   

Food and water-borne illnesses are caused by toxins created by bacteria, fungi, viruses, and parasites. 
Today, The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states that the deadliest threats of 
food and water-borne illnesses are from among the following bacteria: Salmonella, Shigella dysenteriae, 
Escherichia coli O157:H7 (E. coli), Vibrio cholerae, and Cryptosporidium parvum (C. parvum)- many 
associated with bloody, watery diarrhea and vomiting. God wanted the Levites to take no chances with the 
food and water that they ate and drank. Any infectious discharge that came into contact with their food 
and water had the potential to make them both sick and unclean. 

WHAT  “DRINKS” AND “FOODS” OF MAN ARE CONTAMINATED? 

HOW WERE THEY CONTAMINATED? 

WHAT DOES GOD’S “FOOD AND DRINK” TASTE LIKE? 
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Lev 15:13-15-“And when the one with a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then he shall count for  
                          himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes. And he shall bathe his body 
                          in fresh water and shall be clean.  

                         And on the eighth day he shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons and come before the  
                         Lord to the entrance of the tent of meeting and give them to the priest.  

                         And the priest shall use them, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 
                         And the priest shall make atonement for him before the Lord for his discharge.” 

Fortunately, some infectious discharges were healed by the man’s own natural immune system. When this 
occurred, he had to go through a period of waiting and ceremonial cleansing before he could return to his 
normal relations. He washed himself and his clothing for a week before presenting himself before the 
Lord at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. On the eight day, he gave the priest two turtledoves or two 
pigeons- one each for a Sin Offering and a Burnt offering. The priest then made atonement before the 
Lord for the man.  

God offered a way out of defilement. The Sin Offering was required for confession and forgiveness for  
the man’s sin. It offered ceremonial cleansing from his defilement. The Burnt Offering expressed his 
devotion, recommitment, and complete surrender to God. It also atoned for his sin. Our God is a forgiving 
God. We just need to ask and repent from our wicked ways.  

WHAT DO YOU NEED  TO CONFESS? 

WHY DO YOU NEED FORGIVENESS? 

HOW CAN YOU RECOMMIT TO GOD? 
  

Lev 15:16-17-“If a man has an emission of semen, he shall bathe his whole body in water and be 
                         unclean until the evening.  

                         And every garment and every skin on which the semen comes shall be washed with 
                         water and be unclean until the evening.” 

God now changes the discussion from abnormal infectious discharges to naturally occurring emissions of 
semen. Nocturnal emissions, commonly called “wet  dreams” are common. “Wet dreams” occur when a  
man orgasms involuntarily releasing semen while they are sleeping because of a dream (which may or 
may not be erotic). Research has found that, on average, eight percent of dreams have some sexual 
content and about four percent of these result in nocturnal orgasms in both men and women (a female wet 
dream may result in orgasm as well as vaginal secretions from arousal). The man who had a nocturnal 
emission had to simply immerse his whole body in water the following morning and remain unclean until 
sundown. 

God is the consummate sex educator. After all, He created it. He’s not shy about discussing anything 
about sex. He considers nocturnal emissions to be expected in healthy adults. They caused only 
temporary ceremonial uncleanliness because they were natural bodily discharges. God only required a 
simple washing afterwards to be made clean once again.    
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WHAT DOES GOD KNOW ABOUT SEX? 

DO YOU LISTEN TO HIS WORD ABOUT SEX? 

WHY?  WHY NOT? 

Lev 15:18-“If a man lies with a woman and has an emission of semen, both of them shall bathe  
                    themselves in water and be unclean until the evening.” 

Sexual relations are a normal part of marriage. Seminal secretions during intercourse provide the sperm 
necessary for procreation. After sexual relations, the man and wife were expected to bathe in the morning 
and remain ceremonial unclean until sundown.  Nothing more was required. 

God expects sexual relations in marriage to be enjoyed to its fullest. All of His prohibitions regarding sex 
pertain to defilement of the marriage bed by infidelity or by sexual relations outside of those prescribed in 
marriage. God is not a prude. Have fun.  

ARE YOU ENJOYING MARRIAGE TO ITS FULLEST? 

DO YOU REALLY THINK GOD IS A PRUDE? 

ARE YOU HAVING FUN?   

Lev 15:19-“When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her 
                    menstrual impurity for seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the 
                    evening.” 

A menstrual period is when a woman’s body releases blood and tissue it no longer needs from the uterus 
which is where a baby (fetus) can develop in the female body. It usually lasts from a few days to a week. 
Every month the uterine lining gets thicker to prepare for a fertilized egg should the woman become 
pregnant. If the egg is not fertilized by sperm, that lining is released from the body as blood through the 
vagina. It is a normal bodily process for all females during their fertile years- the average woman has 
four-hundred-fifty periods in her lifetime. 

Because of hormone changes, women may experience a wide variety of symptoms during their menstrual 
cycle including breast tenderness, fluid retention, muscle aches, abdominal cramps, diarrhea, constipation, 
back ache and fatigue. Although it was a natural physiological discharge, the woman was considered 
ceremonially unclean until her symptoms abated. God wanted to protect her. During her menstrual period, 
a  woman was relieved of many of her normal duties. She could not draw and carry water from the well, 
cook or serve food to family members, or go to the marketplace. The days of her menstrual period were 
regarded as a quiet time, a time for herself. 
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HOW DID GOD SOMETIMES USE HIS LAWS OF CLEANLINESS AS PROTECTION? 

HAVE YOU EVER USED YOUR TIMES OF UNCLEANLINESS FOR CONTEMPLATION? 

HOW CAN SEPARATING YOURSELF FOR A BRIEF TIME CAUSE YOU TO REFOCUS?  

Lev 15:20-23-“And everything on which she lies during her menstrual impurity shall be unclean.  
                         Everything also on which she sits shall be unclean.  

                         And whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be  
                         unclean until the evening.  

                         And whoever touches anything on which she sits shall wash his clothes and bathe 
                         himself in water and be unclean until the evening.  

                         Whether it is the bed or anything on which she sits, when he touches it he shall be 
                         unclean until the evening.”  

Just as for all bodily discharges, anything that was touched by the woman on her period was considered 
unclean and could spread her ceremonial uncleanliness to someone else.  It required only a short time of 
isolation and a simple washing to be made clean again.  

It is important to remember that purity laws were primarily designed to teach lessons about the holiness of 
God and the corruption of man. Since the sources of uncleanness included many natural bodily functions 
and various factors beyond human control, uncleanness was not in itself sinful. Many of the purity laws 
merely pointed to the fact that mankind, living in a sin-tainted world, was not automatically qualified to 
come into God's presence- they needed to be made clean first.    

HOW IS GOD HOLY? 

WHY MUST YOU BECOME HOLY? 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME HOLY? 

Lev 15:24-“And if any man lies with her and her menstrual impurity comes upon him, he shall be  
                    unclean seven days, and every bed on which he lies shall be unclean.” 

During a woman’s period, the cervix opens up slightly to allow the blood from the uterus to be expelled 
from the body. This small opening could leave her more at risk of contracting infections than at other 
times during her menstrual cycle. Many sexually transmitted infections can be transmitted from one 
person to another through bodily secretions such as semen, vaginal fluid, and menstrual blood. 
Additionally, the vagina usually maintains a pH level of 3.8 to 4.5; but this can increase during 
menstruation due to the pH levels of the blood. A higher pH level may provide an environment where 
yeast is more likely to grow.  
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If a Levite unknowingly had intercourse with his wife during her period, he was considered unclean for 
not one, but seven days. No further ceremonial cleansing was required other than bathing. However, if he 
knowingly had sexual relations with her while she was menstruating, they both were to be “cut off from 
among their people”. 

   Lev 20:18-“If a man lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he  
                       has made naked her fountain, and she has uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of  
                       them shall be cut off from among their people.” 

It is important to remember the purpose of the Old Testament laws concerning blood. In the sacrificial 
system, blood was sacred. A woman’s “uncleanness” during her period was symbolic of the value placed 
on blood. As a result, contact with a woman who was having her period was forbidden. Today we are no 
longer under the Levitical ceremonial law. Many women and men may have decreased desire to have 
sexual relations during her period, but there is no biblical reason why a married couple cannot have sex 
during that time. Basically, this issue should be decided by a wife and husband in the spirit of “mutual 
agreement” ( 1 Cor 7:5).` 

    1 Cor 7:4-5-“For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise  
                          the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive  
                          one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote  
                          yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you  
                          because of your lack of self-control.” 

WHY ARE WE NO LONGER UNDER LEVITICAL LAW? 

HOW DOES THAT FREE US? 

HOW DOES THAT NOT FREE US? 

Lev 15:25-27-“If a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her menstrual  
                         impurity, or if she has a discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the  
                         discharge she shall continue in uncleanness. As in the days of her impurity, she shall be 
                         unclean. 

                         Every bed on which she lies, all the days of her discharge, shall be to her as the bed of 
                         her impurity. And everything on which she sits shall be unclean, as in the uncleanness 
                         of her menstrual impurity.  

                        And whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes and 
                        bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening.” 

Abnormal uterine bleeding (AUB) is a broad term that describes irregularities in the menstrual cycle 
involving frequency, regularity, duration, and volume of flow. Almost one-third of women will experience 
some form of abnormal uterine bleeding at one time or another. Causes include abnormalities of the 
uterine lining, hormonal ovarian dysfunction, and coagulation abnormalities leading to excessive 
bleeding.   
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   Mat 9:20-22-“And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came  
                           up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment,  

                      for she said to herself, “If I only touch his garment, I will be made well.” 

                      Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you 
                           well.” And instantly the woman was made well.” 

In Levitical law, a woman with AUB was considered ceremonially unclean until the bleeding ceased. This 
could last from weeks to years. During this time she could not go out, touch family members, or enjoy life 
in her community. It was a debilitating condition both physically and mentally. Without today’s medical 
and surgical remedies, it required God’s intervention to make her whole again.  

WHAT IS THE LONGEST YOU’VE BEEN CUT OFF FROM FAMILY AMD FRIENDS? 

WHAT IS THE LONGEST YOU’VE BEEN CUT OFF FROM GOD? 

WHY SO LONG? 

Lev 15:28-30-“But if she is cleansed of her discharge, she shall count for herself seven days, and after 
                         that she shall be clean.  

                         And on the eighth day she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons and bring them to 
                        the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting.  

                         And the priest shall use one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. And  
                         the priest shall make atonement for her before the Lord for her unclean discharge.” 

Unlike the woman’s normal menses that merely required cleansing, her abnormal uterine bleeding (AUB) 
needed both ceremonial cleansing and atonement. Her ailment was beyond an ordinary natural process- it 
made her ritually impure. After cessation of the bleeding, atonement for the impurity had to be made 
before she could enter God’s presence again.  

She bathed herself according to the usual manner of unclean persons and continued to separate herself for 
another seven days.  On the eight day she presented herself before the Lord at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting. Just like a man healed from an abnormal discharge, the woman brought either two turtle doves 
or two pigeons to the priest to offer as a Sin Offering (for cleansing from defilement) and a Burnt Offering 
(representing her complete surrender to God). She was no longer stigmatized and could worship with her 
friends and family.   
  
How many things have the potential to make us ritually impure? What is keeping you out of God’s 
presence. Do you try to pollute God with your filth? Our spiritual ailments can cause defilement that  
separates us from the peace of God.  Perhaps it is time to bathe in Jesus’s cleansing water and surrender 
yourself completely to Him.     

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO POLLUTE GOD WITH YOUR DIRT? 

HOW HAS YOUR SPIRITUAL AILMENTS SEPARATED YOU FROM GOD? 

ARE YOU READY TO CLEAN UP? 
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Lev 15:31-33-“Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, lest they die  
                          in their uncleanness by defiling my tabernacle that is in their midst.” 

                         This is the law for him who has a discharge and for him who has an emission of semen,  
                         becoming unclean thereby;  

                         also for her who is unwell with her menstrual impurity, that is, for anyone, male or 
                         female, who has a discharge, and for the man who lies with a woman who is unclean.” 

God once again gives the real reason behind His laws of cleanliness- to separate His people from the 
world and to prevent defilement of His tabernacle. God is holy and He will only allow holiness in His 
presence. His rules regarding very personal bodily discharges demonstrated that there is absolutely 
nothing outside of His dominion.  

If we lived our lives with the realization God sees all, knows all, and is all powerful, we might follow His 
rules a little more diligently. He simply wants to protect us from the world and invite us into His eternal 
home. We might ought to get ourselves cleaned up before we go in!      

ARE YOU SEPARATED FROM THE WORLD? 

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO HIDE FROM GOD?   

HOW DID THAT WORK OUT?   

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO CLEAN UP BEFORE ENTERING HIS HOME?   
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 16 
  

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 

(The Yom Kippur) 

Leviticus 16:1-34 

1 “The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the 
Lord and died,  

2 and the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place 
inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For I will appear in the 
cloud over the mercy seat.  

3 But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin offering 
and a ram for a burnt offering.  

4 He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall 
tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments. He shall 
bathe his body in water and then put them on.  

5 And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and 
one ram for a burnt offering. 

6 “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself and 
for his house.  

7 Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 

8 And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for Azazel.  

9 And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord and use it as a sin offering,  

10 but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the Lord to make 
atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel. 

11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself 
and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself.  

12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, and two handfuls of 
sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil  

13 and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy 
seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die.  
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14 And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the 
mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his 
finger seven times. 

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood inside the 
veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in 
front of the mercy seat.  

16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of 
Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, 
which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses.  

17 No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place 
until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of 
Israel.  

18 Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for it, and shall take 
some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all 
around.  

19 And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and 
consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel. 

20 “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, 
he shall present the live goat.  

21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities 
of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of 
the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness.  

22 The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat go free in 
the wilderness. 

23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen garments that he put 
on when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there.  

24 And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and come out and 
offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for 
the people.  

25 And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar.  

26 And he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and 
afterward he may come into the camp.  

27 And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to 
make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh and 
their dung shall be burned up with fire.  

28 And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may 
come into the camp. 
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29 “And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, 
you shall afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among 
you.  

30 For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean before the Lord 
from all your sins.  

31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever.  

32 And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his father's place shall make atonement, 
wearing the holy linen garments.  

33 He shall make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of 
meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the 
assembly.  

34 And this shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel once 
in the year because of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the Lord commanded Moses.” 
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Lev 16:1-2-“The Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near  
                      before the Lord and died,  

                      and the Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the  
                      Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die.  
                      For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat.” 

God had previously struck down Aaron’s eldest sons, Nadab and Abihu, for profaning the sanctuary  (Lev 
10:1-2). The death of his sons for approaching God in an unauthorized manner was to serve as a warning 
to Aaron not to repeat their mistake. He was to enter the Holy of Holies in a very prescribed manner only 
one day of the year- the Day of Atonement (“Yom Kippur”).  

Out of love for His people, God manifested His presence as a bright luminous cloud over the Mercy Seat - 
but only on the condition that the sanctuary be maintained in a state of purity. The lid (Mercy Seat) over 
the Ark was so named as it was God’s seat where atonement was mercifully granted. 

Ex 25: 17-22 -“You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and  
                         a cubit and a half its breadth.  

                        And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you make them, on  
                         the two ends of the mercy seat.  

                        Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the  
                         mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends.  

                        The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their 
                        wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 

                    And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the 
                         testimony that I shall give you. 

                    There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between the two  
                         cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will  
                         give you in commandment for the people of Israel.” 
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How often do we haphazardly approach God? Do we realize the privilege we’ve been granted by Jesus’ 
sacrifice? He died so we need have no fear in approaching God. We should do so with absolute reverence. 
Fortunately, we no longer have to go through a priest to reach God. He does not reside in a tabernacle- 
His spirit dwells within each of us every day:  

      1 Cor 3:16-“ Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you?”   

DO YOU HAPHAZARDLY APPROACH GOD? 

HOW SHOULD WE APPROACH GOD WITH REVERENCE? 

HOW ARE WE GOD’S TEMPLE?  

Lev 16:3-“But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place: with a bull from the herd for a sin 
                  offering and a ram for a burnt offering.”  

God was about to prescribe the proper manner in which 
the High Priest was to enter into His presence. The Yom 
Kippur (Day of Atonement) ritual was divided into several 
parts. The first dealt with the removal of any impurity in 
the area of the sanctuary.   

The greatest threat to the purity of the sanctuary came 
from the priests themselves who had the responsibility for 
its maintenance. The sanctuary was also threatened by the 
transgressions of the entire community or by individuals 
who’s impurities could infect the sanctuary. Out of his 
own resources, the High Priest provided a young bull to 
be offered as expiation for the sins of the priesthood; the 
Israelite community provided a ram for a Burnt Offering.   

What impurities lurk within our walls of worship? 
Churches contain sinful people stained with contagious   
impurities. Before we worship, we need to examine 

ourselves and ask for forgiveness from anything that separates us from the holiness of God. Our sins have 
already been forgiven; but unconfessed sins can keep us from experiencing all that God desires for us.  

HOW CAN WE DEFILE OUR CHURCH? 

HOW CAN WE DEFILE OURSELVES? 

IS UNCONFESSED SIN KEEPING YOU FROM EXPERIENCING ALL THAT GOD DESIRES? 
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Lev 16:4-“He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and  
                  he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy  
                  garments. He shall bathe his body in water and then put them on.” 

Besides washing his hands and feet, as on other days, the High Priest washed his whole 
body before he put on his holy garments, According to Jewish tradition, he washed in forty 
seahs of water (a seah equals 9 quarts); and he did this as often as he changed his 
garments- which was many times on this Day of Atonement.  
  
The regular vestments of the High Priest were made of gold, rare gems, and costly fabrics. 
On this occasion, he changed into unadorned white linen vestments- the “holy garments.” 
He attired himself in spotless white as a token of the holiness needed to enter God’s divine 
presence. It also represented the wretched state of the High Priest who had the 
responsibility of making atonement for the people.  

How should we get cleaned up before approaching God? We may not need ninety gallons 
of water, but we sure need a good scrubbing of the grace afforded to us by His Son. We 

should adorn our hearts and souls contritely as an acknowledgement of our wretchedness. There’s no 
room for insolence before God- He only allows holiness in His presence. 

WHAT CLEANSES YOU? 

WHO CLEANSES YOU? 

ARE YOU CONTRITE OR INSOLENT WHEN YOU APPROACH GOD?  

Lev 16:5-7-“And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Israel two male goats for a sin 
                      offering, and one ram for a burnt offering. 

                     Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for 
                      himself and for his house.  

                    Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of 
                     meeting."    

Sin Offerings for the whole congregation usually consisted of a valuable bull (Lev 4:13-15). However, on 
this special Day of Atonement, the congregation instead brought two male goats for the Sin Offering along 
with a ram for a Burnt Offering. But Aaron was instructed he still had to bring a valuable bull as a Sin 
Offering for himself, his family, and all the priests.   

Usually, when purification rites were to be performed on their behalf, the worshipers stood next to the 
altar. Instead, on this occasion, the two goats were stationed near the the altar at the entrance of the Tent of 
Meeting so one could be chosen by lot as the sacrifice. In a later phase of the Yom Kippur ritual, the other 
goat, designated as a “scapegoat,” would be freed.  

God expects different offerings from us depending on our circumstances. Sometimes He wants our money 
to help spread the gospel to the world; other times, He may want us to personally take His “good news” to 
others. But mostly, God wants us to offer ourselves in worship. When we present ourselves wholly to 
Him, we’re more in tune with His purpose for our lives.   
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WHAT DO YOU OFFER GOD? 

WHY DO YOU OFFER IT? 

HOW CAN YOU OFFER YOURSELF TO GOD? 

Lev 16:8-“And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for  
                  Azazel.” 

The practice of casting lots is mentioned seventy times in the Old 
Testament and seven times in the New Testament. The primary reason for 
casting lots was to render an impartial decision on important matters. 
Once the lot was cast, no one could argue that the decision was the result 
of human intervention.  

On this Day of Atonement, one lot had the inscription “le-YHVH” (for the 
Lord) and the other “la-azazel” (for Azazel). One goat was offered in 
sacrifice to the Lord; the other would be later led alive into the 
wilderness to symbolically carry away the sins of the people.  

The precise meaning of the Hebrew word  “Azazel” has been disputed since antiquity. It is found nowhere 
else in the Bible. The most common interpretation has been that Azazel was the name given to the 
demonic ruler banished to the desolate “wilderness” along with his legions. The “scapegoat” symbolically 
carried the sins of the congregation into the wilderness which was the abode of the prince of darkness- the 
author of all sin. It represented the banishment of sin and the forgiveness of the congregation’s 
transgressions.   

Today we no longer cast lots to make important decisions. We have God’s completed Word to guide us 
and the Holy Spirit to assist us in our important choices. But there will always be a struggle between the 
forces of good and evil that tug on us daily. We can offer ourselves to God or to the Evil One- but not 
both. Choose wisely.    

HOW DO YOU MAKE DECISIONS? 

WHAT PART DOES GOD PLAY IN YOUR DECISION MAKING PROCESS? 

HOW MANY BAD DECISIONS HAVE YOU MADE WITHOUT GOD’S INPUT? 
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Lev 16:9-10-“And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the Lord and use it as a sin 
                       offering,  

                       but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before the Lord to 
                       make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel.” 

 

After the casting of lots, Aaron designated the animals- one chosen for 
the Sin Offering and the other as the “scapegoat.”  According to Jewish 
scholars, the goat for the Lord then had a red woolen thread tied around 
its neck and the one designated for Azazel had a scarlet thread wrapped 
around its head or on its horns. The “scapegoat” was “presented alive 
before the Lord” in order that it receive atonement and sanctification 
for the sacred purpose that it was to fulfill- the carrying away of sin. 
The “scapegoat” was not an offering to Azazel; it was merely being sent 
away into his realm- the wilderness. 

How do others see us? Do they see a red woolen thread around our necks or a scarlet thread around our 
heads? How do those around us even know that we are Christians? We have not been chosen by lot; God 
specifically designated each of us as His children. Perhaps it is time we proclaim our family heritage to all 
who will listen.   

DO OTHERS KNOW YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN?  HOW? 

ARE YOU PROUD OR ASHAMED OF YOUR “FAMILY HERITAGE?“ 

WHY? 

Lev 16:11-14-“Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for 
                         himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself.  

                         And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, and two  
                         handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil  

                         and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover  
                         the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die.  

                         And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the  
                         front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle 
                        some of the blood with his finger seven times.” 

 

After offering his bull as a Sin Offering for himself and his household, The High 
Priest began the first step in the purification of the sanctuary. He drained the 
blood of the bull into a bowl. He then took a pan full of coals from the ever 
burning Altar of the Burnt Offering along with two handfuls of special incense 
and made his way to the Holy of Holies. The High Priest ignited the incense 
allowing it to fill the sanctuary with smoke. This was done so that the incense 
would cover the Mercy Seat and prevent the glorious majesty of God from being 
seen (“so that he does not die”).   
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He then temporarily left the Holy of Holies to retrieve the bowl of blood and then 
re-entered to first sprinkle some of the blood on the eastern side of the Mercy Seat 
and then in front of the Mercy Seat. This represented the blood sacrifice needed 
for the atonement of sins. Facing eastward toward the people in the courtyard 
signified that the High Priest represented the people. God accepted his offering on 
their behalf.  
  
Sin is what separates us from God. As the High Priest approached the Mercy Seat 

of God, he first had to make sure sin did not enter into the Holy of Holies. His own Sin Offering allowed 
him to approach God’s presence with a clear conscious. With coals from the fire started by God, he 
created a smoke screen separating his sinful nature from the holiness of God. The blood sprinkled on and 
around the Mercy Seat represented the need for redemption for the sins of mankind. Jesus Christ was the 
only One capable and willing to shed His blood for the sins of man. Because of Him, we are now able to 
come into God’s presence without the fear of unforgiven sin getting in the way. 

ARE YOU LETTING SIN GET IN THE WAY OF YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?   

WHY? 

HOW HAVE YOUR SINS BEEN FORGIVEN? 

          

Lev 16:15-16-“Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood  
                          inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it  
                          over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat.  

                         Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the 
                          people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do  
                          for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses.” 

Following the sprinkling of the blood from his own Sin Offering, the High Priest sacrificed the goat of the 
Sin Offering for the congregation. He then brought the blood from the goat into the Holy of Holies and 
sprinkled it in the same manner as the blood from the bull. This was done to make atonement for the sins 
of the congregation and to maintain the purity of the Holy of Holies within the Tent of Meeting. God had 
made a concession to the people by allowing them to build an earthly residence for Him. His only 
condition was that its purity be strictly maintained. This was the first purpose of the ritual of Yom Kippur.  

What is purity? Dictionaries equate it with being free from debasement and pollution. The apostle Paul 
gave us a list of some of these contaminates: 

       Gal 5:19-21-“Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry,  
                             sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions,  envy,  
                             drunkenness, orgies, and things like these…” 

With a world filled with so many enticements and entrapments, it’s impossible for us not to become 
contaminated at one time or another. But it is God’s desire to have fellowship with us. He gave the  
ancient Israelites a sacrificial system to rid themselves and His earthly dwelling place of impurities; He 
gave us His Son to do the same. We can now walk in purity side by side with God on our way to the 
heavenly home He has prepared for us.     
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HOW HAVE YOU BEEN ENTICED BY THE WORLD? 

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN ENTRAPPED BY THE WORLD? 

HOW CAN YOU LEAD A LIFE OF PURITY? 

Lev 16:17-“No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the  
                    Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and  
                    for all the assembly of Israel.”  

     

On this special Day of Atonement, only the High Priest was allowed within the Tent of Meeting so that the 
rite of purification might not be contaminated by an impure presence. The High Priest alone had been 
meticulously purified for this unique ritual. On other days, ordinary priests officiated in the outer chamber 
of the Tent; but they were never allowed within the Holy of Holies- that was only the purview of the High 
Priest on this one special day of the year.   

The High Priest carried the weight of his nation upon his shoulders. His duty required steadfast 
determination, laser-like focus, and an absolute obedience to God’s instructions. Any deviation from the 
prescribed ritual meant death- his own and perhaps his people’s. (There is even a tradition stating that the 
High Priest would enter the Holy of Holies with a rope tied to his foot in case he died and needed to be 
pulled out.) His time within the Holy of Holies was both a privilege and a burden. He understood better 
than anyone the fear of God.   

Some jobs require a team; others can only be carried out by a lone individual. When God gives us a task, 
we need to have the same fear of God as the High Priest. Diligence, focus, and obedience are musts if we 
are to accomplish our mission. It’s OK to be a little nervous- fear can be a great motivator.  

 DO YOU FEAR GOD? 

HOW?  WHY? 

HOW DOES THE FEAR OF GOD MOTIVATE YOU? 
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Lev 16:18-19-“ Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for it, and  
                           shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on 
                           the horns of the altar all around.  

                           And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it  
                           and consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.” 

Having cleansed the inner-most sanctuary of impurities, the High Priest now left the Holy of Holies to  
turn his attention to the the outer area within the Tent of Meeting. This area contained the Altar of Incense 
where Aaron burned incense each morning and twilight as a regular offering to the Lord (Exodus 30:7–8). 
The burning of the incense was symbolic of the prayers of the people rising up to God.  On this Day of 
Atonement, the High Priest cleansed this altar of impurities with the blood of the sacrificial bull and goat.   

Do our prayers need cleansing? Are our prayers pure or are they tainted with selfishness and hypocrisy?  

      Mat 6:5- “And when you pray, you must not be like hypocrites. For they love to stand  and pray in  
                        the synagogues and at the street corner, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to  
                        you, they have received their reward” 

On a mountaintop over two thousand years ago, Jesus gave us the perfect prayer: 

        Mat 6:9-13-“ Pray then like this: 
                                                           “Our Father in heaven,  
                                                              hallowed be your name. 

                                                             Your kingdom come,  
                                                             your will be done, 
                                                             on earth as it is in heaven. 

                                                             Give us this day our daily bread, 

                                                             and forgive us our debts,  
                                                             as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

                                                             And lead us not into temptation,  
                                                             but deliver us from evil.” 
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    Our prayers should reflect Jesus’ perfect prayer. They need to recognize and celebrate:  
     
                                                       Intimacy With God (vs 9) 

                                                             Honor of God (vs 9) 

                                                             Anticipation of God (vs 10) 

                                                             Authority of God (vs 10) 

                                                             Provision of God (vs11) 

                                                             Mercy of God (vs 12) 

                                                             Power of God Over Evil (vs 13)   

DO YOU PRAY HYPOCRITICALLY? 

HOW?  WHY? 

HOW SHOULD YOU PRAY? 

Lev 16:20-22-“And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting  
                          and the altar, he shall present the live goat.  

                         And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all 
                         the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he 
                         shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand  
                         of a man who is in readiness.  

                        The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall let the goat  
                         go free in the wilderness.”  

After completing the cleansing of the Tent of Meeting, the High Priest turned his attention to the next 
phase of the Yom Kippur ritual- the dispatch of the “scapegoat.” He laid both his hands on the live goat 
and confessed over it the sins of the people. By laying both hands over the “scapegoat,” the High Priest 
transferred the sins of the people to the animal. The High Priest’s assistant (“a man who is in readiness”) 
then led this “scapegoat” to the wilderness- a land of no return. The sins of the congregation were sent 
into the symbolic abode of the prince of darkness. 
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The symbolism of the two goats- one sacrificed on the altar and the other surviving to carry away the sins 
of men- could not better represent the death and resurrection of Jesus. He sacrificed Himself for the 
iniquities of mankind; yet lived to free us from those sins.  

       2 Cor 5:21-“For our sake He made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become  
                            the righteousness of God.”  

HOW DID JESUS TAKE OUR SINS UPON HIMSELF? 

WHY DID JESUS TAKE OUR SINS UPON HIMSELF? 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION? 

Lev 16:23-25-“Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen garments  
                          that he put on when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there.  

                          And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and come  
                          out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make  
                          atonement for himself and for the people.  

                         And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar.” 

After the release of the “scapegoat,” the High Priest approached the Tent of Meeting and entered a 
screened area where he disrobed, bathed, and put on his golden vestments. This was another of many 
changes of clothing- he started his day in his golden vestments to lead the morning worship, changed for 
the cleansing rituals into simple linen vestments, and then again into golden vestments for the Burnt and 
Sin Offerings of the Yom Kippur ritual.  Additionally he later bathed and changed again for the evening 
sacrifice.    

The High Priest then left to offer the Burnt Offerings for both himself and the congregation. This he did 
for atonement and as an expression of complete devotion and surrender to God. As was customary for the 
Burnt Offering, the entire animal was consumed on the altar. Additionally, the fat of the Sin Offerings 
(considered the richest and best part of the animal) was burned on the altar and what remained of these 
carcasses was dispatched far outside the encampment for incineration in the waste area.    

Just as the High Priest needed multiple cleansing before adorning the clothing 
that accompanied his duties, we also need to “bathe” before putting on the 
armor of God. We should immerse ourselves in His mercy, His grace, and His 
righteousness. We cannot perform our duties well unless we begin with a 
cleansed heart and a renewed spirit. To be a good soldier, we need to be 
committed to God’s plans and give Him our very best.   

HOW DO YOU BATHE IN GOD’S MERCY? 

HOW DO YOU BATHE IN GOD’S GRACE? 

HOW DO YOU BATHE IN GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS? 
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Lev 16:26-28-“And he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in  
                         water, and afterward he may come into the camp.  

                        And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was 
                        brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp.  
                        Their skin and their flesh and their dung shall be burned up with fire.  
   
                        And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and  
                        afterward he may come into the camp.” 

The High Priest’s assistants, one who drove away the “scapegoat” and the other who carried away the 
carcasses of the Sin Offerings, were each required to “wash his clothes and bathe his body in water” 
before re-entering the encampment. They had contracted defilement through their work assignments and 
had to be made clean again.  

Our jobs can defile us. Corruption, harassment, and office intrigue all have a way of touching us from 
time to time. Sometimes, through no fault of our own, we can be drawn into coworkers’ deceptive 
schemings. It’s important to recognize those people, places, and things in our workplace that can 
contaminate us. When possible, we should give them a wide birth. But sometimes, it is best to just “wash 
our clothes,” “bathe our bodies,” and return to God’s community before they defile us further.     

 HOW CAN OUR JOBS DEFILE US? 

WHY MUST YOU BE CLEANSED AFTER DEFILEMENT? 

HOW ARE YOU CLEANSED?  

Lev 16:29-31-“And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the  
                          month, you shall afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the  
                          stranger who sojourns among you.  

                         For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall be clean 
                          before the Lord from all your sins.  

                         It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute  
                          forever.” 

Addressed to the entire nation, not just the priesthood, God ordained this annual Day of Atonement for all 
time and gave directions governing the conduct of the people on that day. He even specified the day- “the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month” (today celebrated in September or October depending on 
Jewish calendar). Just as work was prohibited on the Sabbath, the community, whether native Israelites or 
foreigner sojourning in their land, were not allowed to labor on the Day of Atonement.   

Until this point in the chapter, Yom Kippur was seen only as ritual to cleanse the tabernacle. But now it 
was explained that this Day of Atonement was also for the cleansing of the people as a whole. On this day, 
they were to practice self denial (“you shall afflict yourselves”). They were to abstain from food and 
drink, from bathing and the use of oils or lotions on the body, from wearing leather shoes (considered 
comfort), and from sexual intercourse. The day was to be treated as a Sabbath day- a sacred day of rest 
and concentration on the Lord.   
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF FASTING? 

DO YOU SET ASIDE A DAY FOR GOD?   

WHY?  WHY NOT? 

Lev 16:32-33-“And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his father's place shall  
                         make atonement, wearing the holy linen garments.  

                         He shall make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the 
                         tent of meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests and for all  
                         the people of the assembly.” 

The Levitical priesthood was ordained to carry out the ritual of Yom Kippur. They had the honor and duty 
to perform the rites of atonement for both the tabernacle and for the people. But expiation was not the 
automatic result of  performing these rituals. Purification resulted only because God accepted the acts of 
the priests and of the people- thereby granting atonement.   

Most churches follow certain rituals in their worship. They are put in place to establish order and to focus 
our attention on God. But rituals are not sacred of themselves- there is no automatic recompense for 
merely reciting words or participating in specified actions. Only when the ritual is accompanied by a 
sincere heart is it acceptable to God.  

WHAT RITUALS DO YOU PRACTICE? 

WHY? 

ARE THEY ACCOMPANIED BY A SINCERE HEART? 

Lev 16:34-“And this shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of  
                    Israel once in the year because of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the Lord commanded 
                    Moses.” 

 

Today, Judaism considers Yom Kippur to be the most holy day of the year. On this 
day each year, Leviticus 16 is read in every synagogue throughout the land. The day 
is observed as a time for repentance and atonement. It is a twenty-five hour period 
of fasting and intensive prayer asking for forgiveness for the sins of the past year. 

The ceremony begins before sunset on the evening before Yom Kippur and ends 
after nightfall on the day of Yom Kippur. Most of the day is spent praying in the 
synagogue. In Orthodox synagogues, services begin early in the morning and 

continue until about 3 PM. People then usually go home for an afternoon nap and return around 5 PM for 
the evening services which continue until nightfall. The machzor, a prayer book used during holy days, is 
read and specific prayers are recited throughout the day.  At the end of the services, a shofar (ram's horn) 
is blown to signal the end of Yom Kippur.  
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So why don’t Christians keep the ritual of Yom Kippur? The reason is two-fold. Our New Testament Bible 
tells us that Jesus is now the high priest who offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice on the Cross for the 
sins of the  world- “once for all.” (Heb 7:27). There’s no more need for sacrificing animals since Jesus 
was the ultimate sacrifice. Secondly, when Jesus stated from the cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30), the 
entire atonement system in the Law of Moses was abolished. Jesus was and is the only sacrifice that 
counts before God.  His atonement on the Cross was sufficient for us all: 

     Rom 3:21-26-“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
                              Law and the Prophets bear witness to it-  

                             the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is 
                              no distinction:  

                             for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

                             and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

                        whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was 
                             to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over  
                             former sins.  

                            It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
                             justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF A PRIEST? 

HOW IS JESUS OUR HIGH PRIEST? 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF ATONEMENT? 

WHY DID JESUS STATE, “IT IS FINISHED?” 
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PART FOUR 

LEVITICUS 19-27 

“GOD’S HOLINESS” 

This last section of Leviticus is perhaps the most significant of the entire book. These final chapters are 
know by Biblical scholars as “The Holiness Code.” They’re instructions intended to mirror the qualities 
of God. The Hebrew word for “holy” (“qodesh”) meant to be “set apart” or “sacred.” In the New 
Testament Greek , the word for “holy” was “hagios,” meaning “pure, blameless, and set apart.” God is 
holy because He is totally pure, blameless, sacred, and set apart from everything He created. Holy is what 
He wants His people to be- separated from the corruption of the world.  

So, how can we be holy when we’re fallen beings and our nature is anything but holy? The answer lies in 
a scholarly term called “sanctification” (“to make holy”). It’s the process of transforming us into the 
beings God originally designed. Though we can never attain holiness by even our best efforts, the Holy 
Spirit works in us to make us more like God over time. He convicts us of our sins, brings us to 
repentance, and leads us to the mercy of Jesus. We are progressively sanctified through our faith in Christ 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit ( 2 Cor 3:18; Heb 10:10). This process of sanctification allows us to 
mimic the qualities of God. 

It’s important. however, to separate sanctification from another scholarly term known as “justification.”   
Whereas justification is the complete removal of the guilt of sin by belief in the salvation offered by the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, sanctification is the healing process from that sin. A believer grows 
in sanctification by living according to a new identity with Christ.  

The first seven chapters of the Book of Leviticus demonstrated our need for God. The next three described 
the foundation required to construct a government to keep us on God’s righteous path. Chapters eleven 
through seventeen elucidated God’s laws given for the protection of His people. These ending chapters 
give us insight into the essence of God we’re instructed to emulate.  

God gave the people of Israel a simple command we’re required to obey even today. We’re to mirror the 
Holiness of God in our hearts, our thoughts, and our actions.   

      Lev 19:2-“Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for  
                        I the Lord your God am holy.” 

These remaining chapters of the Book of Leviticus are God’s instruction manual to teach us how to 
become “holy.” Let’s pay close attention to what God intends for our lives.  
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 17 
  

LAWS REGARDING THE PLACE OF SACRIFICE  

AND 

 THE PROHIBITION AGAINST EATING BLOOD 

Leviticus 17:1-16 

1 “And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the people of Israel and say to them, This is the thing that the 
Lord has commanded.  

3 If any one of the house of Israel kills an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, or kills it outside the 
camp,  

4 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the Lord in front of 
the tabernacle of the Lord, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man. He has shed blood, and that man 
shall be cut off from among his people.  

5 This is to the end that the people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice in the open 
field, that they may bring them to the Lord, to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and 
sacrifice them as sacrifices of peace offerings to the Lord.  

6 And the priest shall throw the blood on the altar of the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting and 
burn the fat for a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  

7 So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they whore. This shall be a 
statute forever for them throughout their generations 

8 “And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among 
them, who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice  

9 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it to the Lord, that man shall be cut 
off from his people   
  
10 “If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them eats any blood, I will 
set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his people.  

11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make atonement for 
your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.  
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12 Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, neither shall any 
stranger who sojourns among you eat blood. 

13 “Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who takes in 
hunting any beast or bird that may be eaten shall pour out its blood and cover it with earth.  

14 For the life of every creature is its blood: its blood is its life. Therefore I have said to the people of 
Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of every creature is its blood. Whoever 
eats it shall be cut off.  

15 And every person who eats what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, whether he is a native or a 
sojourner, shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening; then he 
shall be clean.  

16 But if he does not wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his iniquity.” 
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Lev 17:1-2-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                    “Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the people of Israel and say to them, This is the  
                     thing that the Lord has commanded.” 

According to the Jewish Encyclopedia, Rabbi August Klosterman was the first scholar to describe 
chapters 17 through 26 of Leviticus as “The Holiness Code.” These chapters were so named because they 
addressed the need of all Israelites to seek holiness through the following of God’s laws and 
commandments. They were to seek holiness because God was holy (Lev 19:2); and He wanted the people 
to mirror His holiness. The Holiness Code expressed the conduct God expected all to practice. What’s 
described in this chapter and those that follow are God’s regulations concerning the every-day life of His 
people.    

In our nation, we have a legislative and judicial system that regulates the proper conduct of the people. 
Any student of history understands our founding fathers based our constitution and laws on the Judeo-
Christian concepts of right and wrong. Any just law is God’s law. It’s only when man tries to interject his 
own self-barometer of  “proper” behavior that our laws go awry. God’s laws were put in place for the 
benefit of mankind. Unfortunately, His code of conduct is a standard of perfection that men seldom 
achieve. 

WHAT IS HOLINESS? 

HOW IS GOD HOLY? 

ARE YOU HOLY?   

Lev 17:3-“If any one of the house of Israel kills an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, or kills it  
                 outside the camp,       

  
Throughout history, this verse have been the subject of much debate among Biblical scholars. The 
controversy arises in the meaning of the phrase “kills it outside of the camp.” The Hebrew word used,  
“shahat” (“slaughter”) has two meanings. It can be interpreted as “to slaughter” in a  general sense (as in 
for a food source) or “to slaughter as sacrifice.” Some scholars interpret this verse to mean that any 
animal killed had to be brought before the altar of God. Others understand this verse to signify only 
animals specifically designated for sacrifice were to be brought to the altar (other animals could be killed 
and eaten as common food sources). The latter view agrees more with later teachings in the Book of 
Deuteronomy (Deut 12:15f).  

Just as in this case, there have been many disputed phrases in our Bible. However, never have Biblical 
scholars considered these disagreements contrary to the inerrancy of Scripture. There are no controversial 
words or phrases that change the underlying truth of God’s Word. Most misunderstandings are due to our 
incomplete comprehension of historical languages and our inability to fully ascertain certain contextual 
idioms. God’s Word is completely reliable- it is man’s interpretation that can sometimes be misguided. 
But as the apostle Paul wrote: 

       2 Tim 3:16-17-“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for  
                                 correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be  
                                 complete, equipped for every good work.”  
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DO SOME PHRASES IN SCRIPTURE CONFUSE YOU? 

HOW DO YOU STUDY SCRIPTURE TO FIND ITS TRUTH? 

HOW DO YOU USE SCRIPTURE FOR “TEACHING, REPROOF, CORRECTION, AND 
TRAINING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS?” 

Lev 17:4-“and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the Lord   
                       in front of the tabernacle of the Lord, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man. He has  
                      shed blood, and that man shall be cut off from among his people.” 

The reason for bringing all sacrifices to the Tent of Meeting was to insure all offerings were publicly made 
to the Lord and not to false idols. Having just departed from Egypt, where idolatry was commonly 
practiced, many of the Israelites might have been tempted to revert back to worshiping false gods. The 
sacrifice of animals at the wrong site was equated with the Hebrew idiom, “shafakh dam” (“to shed 
blood”)- a term commonly used to describe intentional murder. It was intended to emphasize the 
seriousness of the offense of idol worship  God gave a stern warning against those who engaged in such 
practices- they were to be “cut off from the people.”   

Idols are anything we pursue that separates us from God. It’s much too easy to worship false idols when 
we’re out of the sight and sound of others. God warns against trying to isolate ourselves from the 
watchful eyes of our brethren:.  

      Prov 18:1-“Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment.” 

Today we can worship God any time and anywhere; but we’re still commanded to gather together in a 
spirit of unity for both encouragement and accountability: 

       Heb 10:25- “not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
                            and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  

WHAT ARE IDOLS? 

WHAT MAKES IT EASY TO BE TEMPTED BY IDOLS? 

DO YOU NEGLECT TO MEET TOGETHER? 

WHY DO WE NEED ACCOUNTABILITY AND ENCOURAGEMENT? 
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Lev 17:5-6-“This is to the end that the people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice in  
                      the open field, that they may bring them to the Lord, to the priest at the entrance of the  
                      tent of meeting, and sacrifice them as sacrifices of peace offerings to the Lord.  

                                And the priest shall throw the blood on the altar of the Lord at the entrance of the tent of 
                      meeting and burn the fat for a pleasing aroma to the Lord.” 

The Israelites had previously offered their sacrifices both outside and inside the encampment. Before the 
tabernacle was erected, it was lawful for them to do so. However, it was difficult for the priesthood to 
regulate those sites where idolatry and other improper activities might take place. Therefore, the first law  
God commanded in this chapter concerned the proper place of worship. All sacrifices were to be offered 
at the sacred altar located near the entry to the Tent of Meeting. 

The proper use of sacrificial blood was critical to the sacrificial system. The priesthood had the sole 
responsibility to apply the blood to the altar and to “burn the fat for a pleasing aroma to the Lord.”  The 
blood and fat were the property of God alone. When offered properly, God was well pleased and the 
people could become reconciled to Him. Today, we understand that Christ’s blood was not only properly 
offered, but it is truly the only blood that can fully reconcile sinners.   

WHERE DO YOU WORSHIP? 

HAVE IDOLS EVER GOTTEN THE WAY OF YOUR WORSHIP? 

WHY DO YOU GO TO CHURCH? 

Lev 17:7-“ So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they whore. This  
                   shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.” 

The Egyptians, as well as other nations of antiquity, often worshipped goats as gods. These “goat 
demons” were thought to rule the wilderness and to be associated with illness and death. The expression 
“they shall no more sacrifice to goat demons” indicates that many Israelites brought this common 
idolatrous practice with them out of Egypt. God demanded this spiritual adultery (“after whom they 
whore”) cease immediately and that all future generations obey His edict.  

What idols did you bring with you when you first became a Christian? There are many pleasures of life 
and material goods that capture our attention- we always take time for things we care about. Idols are 
those people, places, and things that divert our time and attention away from God. He wants us to enjoy  
those people, places, and things He gives us- not idolize them:  

  Ex 20:2-“You shall have no other gods before Me.” 

WHAT IDOLS ARE YOU STILL WORSHIPING? 

ARE YOUR IDOLS PEOPLE, PLACES, OR THINGS? 

HOW CAN YOU SEPARATE YOURSELF FROM YOUR IDOLS? 
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Lev 17:8-9-“And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn  
                     among them, who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice  

                     and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it to the Lord, that man  
                     shall be cut off from his people.”  

The nation of Israel was now required to acknowledge one altar, one High Priest, and one sanctuary. The 
center of national unity was established around God and the Levitical priesthood who served Him. The 
Levitical priests were responsible for both instructing the people in the law and administering the law 
through their judicial system. Both the Israelites and those proselyte foreigners who embraced the Jewish 
religion were to offer all sacrifices at the altar of Burnt Offerings. The civil and church states were one- 
anyone who did not acknowledge this center of both worship and government was to be “cut off from his 
people.” They forfeited the freedoms and privileges that were previously afforded to them. 

Our judicial system is often charged with separating offenders of the law from the general population. 
Even our churches must sometimes separate unrepentant offenders of God’s law from the congregation. 
Though some may see these forced segregations as punishment, the real purpose is to protect others from 
the offender’s devious ways. Laws were instituted to establish standards, maintain order, resolve disputes, 
and protect liberties and rights. Those who refuse to acknowledge and follow those laws will eventually 
cause harm to both themselves and those around them.  They must sometimes be cut off from their people.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE ONE NATION UNDER GOD? 

ARE WE ONE NATION UNDER GOD?  WHY?  WHY NOT? 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THOSE WHO REFUSE TO FOLLOW THE LAW? 

Lev 17:10-“If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them eats any  
                    blood, I will set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from  
                    among his people.” 

Blood was the means by which atonement was made. To consume blood was to profane it; but many 
pagan rituals celebrated the eating and drinking of blood. God wanted to make sure none of His people 
participated in such a heinous practice. He declared the dreadful penalty of setting “His face against that 
person”- it indicated the seriousness of the offense. God Himself would “cut him off from among the 
people,” - perhaps even by means of death.   

Sin is sin; but some sins produce more consequences. The disobedience of civil and criminal laws carries 
pre-prescribed penalties that are carried out by our judicial system.  But there is only one consequence of 
sin against God. The disobedience of God’s law causes separation from Him- a penalty worse than death.  
Jesus shed his blood to atone for the sins of mankind. He paid the price we deserved. We should make 
every effort to not profane His sacrifice.   

WHAT IS SIN? 

WHY DO SOME SINS SEEM TO HAVE MORE CONSEQUENCES? 

HOW IS SEPARATION FROM GOD THE ULTIMATE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN? 
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Lev 17:11-12-“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to make  
                         atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.  

                         Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, 
                         neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood.” 

God gave the Israelites His reason for the prohibition against eating blood. Throughout God’s Word, 
blood and life are used interchangeably. Because blood was identified with life, God appointed it as a 
substitute for the sinner’s life. The blood of the sacrificial animal atoned for the sinful soul of the 
offender. Just as God considered life sacred, He also considered blood sacred. No one was to defile blood 
by consuming it.  

Blood is precious- it’s invaluable to life. Blood supplies oxygen and nutrients to tissues, removes waste 
products, circulates antibodies against foreign materials, and regulates body temperature. The average 
adult has a finite amount of blood in his body- roughly five litres (eleven pints). If there is an insufficient 
volume of this precious substance, the heart loses its ability to pump blood around the body causing 
hypovolemic shock. This leads to a weak pulse, rapid heart rate, pallor, loss of consciousness, and possibly 
even death.  Without blood, there is no life. Even today, we diligently guard our blood supply because it is 
so critical to our survival- we don’t let anyone defile it.   

WHY IS LIFE PRECIOUS? 

WHY IS BLOOD PRECIOUS? 

WHY IS JESUS’ BLOOD SO PRECIOUS?  

Lev 17:13-14-“Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who  
                          takes in hunting any beast or bird that may be eaten shall pour out its blood and cover 
                          it with earth.  

                          For the life of every creature is its blood: its blood is its life. Therefore I have said to 
                          the people of Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of every  
                          creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off.” 

The laws regarding blood did not just apply to sacrificial animals.  All clean animals ( “any beast or bird 
that may be eaten”) were subject to the same rules. Even when hunted for food, the blood of these 
animals or birds was to be handled in a respectful manner prescribed by God. All blood was to be drained 
from the animal before eating. By pouring the blood out and covering it with dust, the blood would not be 
eaten by men or trampled by animals- it would not be defiled. Anyone who did not follow this rule was to 
be “cut off.”  The earth was to take back the blood of the life that it originally brought forth:   

         Gen 1:24-“And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds- 
                           livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it 
                           was so.” 

Just as blood is life to our bodies, God is life to our souls. Without God’s holiness circulating through our 
spiritual arteries our prognosis is morbidly grim. The blood of Jesus was the transfusion that brought us 
out of our death spiral and enabled us to live. His blood is precious- it brings everlasting life. God expects  
the shed blood of Jesus be treated with the utmost respect at all times.   
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WHAT KIND OF DEATH SPIRAL WERE YOU IN BEFORE JESUS CAME TO YOUR 
RESCUE? 

HOW DID JESUS’ TRANSFUSION REVIVE YOU? 

HOW DO YOU SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION? 

Lev 17:15-16-“And every person who eats what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, whether he is a  
                          native or a sojourner, shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean  
                          until the evening; then he shall be clean.  

                                       But if he does not wash them or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his iniquity.” 

An animal which died a natural death or was torn apart by a wild beast retained coagulated blood in its 
veins and arteries. Therefore, the carcass was not to be eaten by men, whether native or sojourner. If one 
mistakenly ate of such an animal, he was to “wash his clothes and bathe himself  in water and  be unclean 
until the evening” (as outlined in previous Levitical Law regarding clean and unclean foods):   

      Lev 11:39-40-“And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be              
                               unclean until the evening,  

                               and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the  
                               evening. And whoever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until  
                               the evening.” 

If he did not make the required effort to rid himself of his uncleanliness, his guilt remained upon him. He 
was to suffer the punishment of law administered by either the civil magistrates or at the hand of God 
Himself- the penalty was severe. Gods laws were meant to be followed! 

The remaining ten chapters of the “Holiness Code” in Leviticus describe God’s regulations concerning the 
conduct of every-day life. They were not merely suggestions- they were laws. Just as there were serious 
penalties imposed on those that defiled the place of sacrifice and the blood that was to be revered, the 
following chapters contain a litany of rules and the consequences of disobedience. They were meant to be 
obeyed. God’s rules mirrored His holiness.  He expected holiness from His people.    

WHAT GUILT REMAINS UPON YOU? 

DO YOU FOLLOW GOD’S RULES? 

CAN YOU FOLLOW GOD’S RULES? 

ARE YOU SEEKING HOLINESS? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 18 
  

LAWS REGARDING SEXUAL RELATIONS 

Leviticus 18:1-30 

1. “And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the Lord your God.  

3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in 
the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes.  

4 You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the Lord your God.  

5 You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am 
the Lord. 

6 “None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. I am the Lord.  

7 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother; she is 
your mother, you shall not uncover her nakedness.  

8 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is your father's nakedness. 

9 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father's daughter or your mother's daughter, 
whether brought up in the family or in another home.  

10 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your son's daughter or of your daughter's daughter, for 
their nakedness is your own nakedness.  

11 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife's daughter, brought up in your father's 
family, since she is your sister.  

12 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is your father's relative.  

13 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is your mother's relative.  

14 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother, that is, you shall not approach his 
wife; she is your aunt.  

15 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son's wife, you shall not 
uncover her nakedness.  

16 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's nakedness.  

17 You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not take her 
son's daughter or her daughter's daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are relatives; it is depravity. 
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18 And you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to her sister, uncovering her nakedness while her 
sister is still alive. 

19 “You shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual 
uncleanness.  

20 And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so make yourself unclean with her.  

21 You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of your 
God: I am the Lord.  

22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.  

23 And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any 
woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion. 

24 “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all these the nations I am driving 
out before you have become unclean,  

25 and the land became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its 
inhabitants.  

26 But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either the native or 
the stranger who sojourns among you  

27 (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so that the land 
became unclean),  

28 lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was before 
you.  

29 For everyone who does any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from 
among their people.  

30 So keep my charge never to practice any of these abominable customs that were practiced before 
you, and never to make yourselves unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.” 
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Lev 18:1-2-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                   “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the Lord your God.” 

God was about to give His laws regarding incest and other forbidden sexual unions. The phrase “I am the 
Lord your God” was a declarative statement of His Divine authority. God’s commandments were not just 
suggestions- severe penalties awaited anyone who chose to disobey His decrees  (see Lev 20).   

       Deut 11:1-“You shall therefore love the Lord your God and keep his charge, his statutes, his rules,  
                           and His commandments always.” 

When God speaks, we should listen intently and obey carefully. Why do we sometimes think we know 
more than God? He is omnipotent and everlasting- we are only His creation. Why do we even need to be 
reminded He is the Lord our God? Are we ignorant or just that arrogant? 

WHY SHOULD WE LISTEN TO GOD? 

HOW SHOULD WE OBEY GOD? 

ARE WE IGNORANT OF GOD’S WORD OR JUST ARROGANT? 

Lev 18:3-5-“You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as  
                      they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their  
                      statutes.  

                      You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the Lord your  
                      God.  

                      You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by  
                      them: I am the Lord.” 

God’s laws were unique. His rules did not draw from the Israelites’ former captors or from the foreign 
nations lurking in their future. They were His rules alone. One of the the purposes of Levitical Law was to 
separate and protect God’s people from these foreign cultures. His nation was not to walk in their 
statutes.” 

Today, we encounter many laws that are contrary to the commandments of God. Sometimes these 
misguided edicts are so insidious we may not even be aware of how foreign they are to what God 
intended for our lives. Cultural shifts have dulled our senses to truth. Without God’s compass, we have 
lost our way in a forrest filled with deceitful predators. Maybe it’s time we stop walking in “their 
statutes” and follow God’s path instead. It’s only by following God’s laws that we have any chance of 
living a happy and prosperous life.  

HOW DO MAN’S LAWS SOMETIMES HIDE GOD’S TRUTH? 

HOW SHOULD WE EXAMINE LAWS TODAY? 

SHOULD WE FOLLOW MAN’S LAWS?  WHY?   WHY NOT? 
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Lev 18:6-“None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. I am the  
                 Lord.” 

God gave this general statement about family members before following it with His very specific rules 
regarding sexual relations. The remaining chapter details His restrictions against incest and describes 
other assorted sexual constraints. It lists prohibitions against sexual relations among consanguine family 
members (blood relatives), affine family members (relatives by marriage), and other assorted individuals 
engaging in sexual acts contrary to His will. Once again, He declares He is Lord and has the authority and 
responsibility to establish these rules.  

The family is vital to God’s plan for our lives. He not only established the institution of the family but 
also the rules by which it should function. The sexual relationship between a husband and wife was 
designed for their enjoyment and to multiply the family. But other sexual relationships among family 
members (incest) is abhorrent to God’s plans. The physical and psychological consequences of incest 
destroy the very foundation of the family. No one should ever approach any one of his close relatives to 
uncover nakedness- never, never, never. 

WHAT IS A FAMILY? 

HOW ARE FAMILIES VITAL TO GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIVES? 

WHY IS INCEST CONTRARY TO GOD’S PLAN FOR THE FAMILY? 

Lev 18:7-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother;  
                  she is your mother, you shall not uncover her nakedness.” 

As the husband and wife are of one flesh, the nakedness of the one is the nakedness of the other- their 
sexual relations are condoned and encouraged by God. Out of that union, sons and daughters are born. 
That bond between parents and children is sacred and precious. Incest between a parent and child is 
strictly prohibited. God instructs the daughter must not have sexual relations with her father, nor the son 
with his mother.  

In the United States, every state has some form of prohibition against incest (though the legal penalties 
vary from state to state). Texas, Massachusetts, Virginia, and Oregon punish incest with up to 20 years in 
prison. Georgia penalizes incest with up to 30 years; whereas in Wisconsin, the penalty for incest is up to 
40 years in prison. The penalty for incest in Nevada, Montana, Idaho, and Michigan can be as much as 
life imprisonment. Incest between a parent and offspring is abhorred by most civilized nations.  

WHY DOES GOD ENCOURAGE  SEXUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN A HUSBAND AND WIFE? 

WHY DOES GOD CONDEMN SEXUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN PARENTS AND 
OFFSPRING? 

WHY DOES GOVERNMENT CONDEMN INCEST? 

�240

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nevada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idaho
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan


Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 18:8-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is your father's nakedness.” 

The next prohibition was against sexual relations between a step-parent and step-child. This affine 
relationship (relative by marriage) was considered to be the the same as the consanguine parent-child 
relationship. The parent-child kinship, whether by blood or marriage, was sacred. It was not to be defiled.  

A step-parent has a unique caring relationship with the offspring of his or her spouse; but that relationship  
has a fundamentally different structure than that of a blood relative. Ask any blended family and they will 
tell you that they had to travel over many potholes on their way to a smooth highway. The foundation of 
that relationship is trust. Nothing can destroy that trust more than inappropriate sexual contact within the 
family structure. God strictly prohibits this incestuous relationship.     

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A STEP-PARENT? 

WHY IS TRUST IMPORTANT IN A MIXED FAMILY? 

HOW IS TRUST DEVELOPED? 

HOW IS TRUST DESTROYED? 

Lev 18:9-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father's daughter or your mother's  
                  daughter, whether brought up in the family or in another home.” 

Siblings have a special emotional bond within the family structure. Brothers and sisters are usually each 
others first playmates as children and oldest friends as adults. God directed there be no sexual contact 
between blood-siblings (having a common father, mother, or both) in order to preserve the family 
structure and to prevent life-long genetic and/or psycho-social dysfunction.  

Sibling relationships influence children’s adjustment and development almost as much as parenting does. 
Brothers and sisters can either teach each other valuable social skills or can cause life-long social 
dysfunction. Sibling relationships are often among the most critical factors influencing adult well-being 
and can echo throughout a lifetime. Incest between siblings can cause lasting difficulties in establishing 
and maintaining close relationships, especially sexual ones. God’s rules were established to protect us.   

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF SIBLINGS IN A FAMILY? 

HOW DO SIBLINGS CONTRIBUTE TO EACH OTHER’S WELLBEING? 

HOW CAN SIBLINGS CONTRIBUTE TO EACH OTHER’S DYSFUNCTION? 
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Lev 18:10--“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your son's daughter or of your daughter's  
                      daughter, for their nakedness is your own nakedness.                   

God next established the proper conduct regarding the relationship between grandparents and 
grandchildren. There was to be no sexual contact within this kinship. The generational bond between 
grandparent and grandchild was special and was not to be breached by inappropriate sexual behavior.   

Three-quarters of adults will become grandparents. The mean age of becoming a grandparent is about 54 
years of age. This intergenerational bond comes with distinctive benefits. Close grandparent-grandchild 
relationships are associated with fewer emotional and behavioral problems and fewer difficulties with 
peers. Emotionally close ties between grandparents and adult grandchildren can even reduce depressive 
symptoms in both groups. But if abnormal behavior occurs, the consequences can be equally devastating.  

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF GRANDPARENTS IN THE FAMILY? 

HOW CAN GRANDPARENT-GRANDCHILD RELATIONSHIPS CONTRIBUTE TO 
WELLBEING? 

HOW CAN THEY BE HARMFUL?    

Lev 18:11-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife's daughter, brought up in your  
                     father's family, since she is your sister.” 

Affinity is the kinship relationship created between two people as a result of someone's marriage. Non-
consanguine siblings (not having a blood relationship) were still considered to be family members under 
God’s law. Though congenitally distinct, these siblings were as much brother and sister as any others in 
the family dynamic. Sexual relationships between all siblings was prohibited.     

Unlike blood relationships (consanguinity), which may have genetic consequences, affinity is essentially a 
social or moral construct, usually backed by legal consequences. Today, most states understand the 
importance of preserving the relationship of all siblings within a family by legally prohibiting sexual 
interactions among all of them.  

Many instances of sibling incest are profoundly exploitative. Sibling incest can be a form of traumatic 
bonding where one person mistreats the other with abuse, threats, and intimidation. The victim becomes 
accustomed to linking mistreatment with a perverse form of caring. It can lead to significant loss of trust 
in others and anger, hurt, and confusion about relationships in general.  

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF HALF-SIBLINGS IN THE FAMILY? 

HOW CAN SIBLING INCEST BE EXPLOITATIVE? 

HOW DOES SIBLING INCEST CAUSE TRUST ISSUES?  
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Lev 18:12-14-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is your father's relative.  

                         You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is your mother’s 
                         relative.  

                         You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother, that is, you shall not  
                         approach his wife; she is your aunt.” 

Aunts and uncles, unlike parents, have no legal responsibility to care for the child of their siblings- they  
choose to be involved in their lives. They are related to the child but they generally don't live under the 
same roof. They’re connected but also detached from the everyday dynamics of the immediate family 
structure. Aunts and uncles often take on a role of both surrogate parent and friend- the latter playing a 
more important role as time goes on. God instructed there was to be no sexual component to that 
important relationship.  

God wanted to preserve the integrity of not just the immediate family unit but of the entire extended 
family. Aunts and uncles often play a vital role in the lives of their nieces and nephews long into 
adulthood. Likewise, the reverse is also often true. Interjecting a sexual relationship into that dynamic can 
be devastating. God puts a premium on the maintenance of the extended family - the bond among aunts, 
uncles, nieces, and nephews must remain pure.   

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF AUNTS AND UNCLES IN THE FAMILY? 

WHY DOES GOD WANT TO MAINTAIN THE EXTENDED FAMILY? 

HOW ARE AUNTS AND UNCLES OFTEN SURROGATE PARENTS? 

Lev 18:15-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son's wife, you  
                    shall not uncover her nakedness.”       

Father-in-laws play an important role in their daughter-in-law’s life. Though he can never take the place 
of her real father, a father-in-law often takes her under his wing and guides her in the ways of her new 
family. As a pseudo-father to her, the relationship must be one of mutual trust and understanding. God 
strictly prohibits any form of incestuous relationship that can destroy that bond.   

There is really only one way that a father-in-law should ever relate to his daughter-in-law- as his own 
child. The relationship should be one of caring, support, and prayer. He should encourage the autonomy 
of his son and his wife as a couple but be available to offer assistance when asked. The relationship 
should be a blessing to all.   

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF FATHER-IN-LAWS AND MOTHER-IN-LAWS IN THE FAMILY? 

HOW CAN THEY BENEFIT THEIR SON-IN-LAWS AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAWS? 

HOW CAN THEY BE A DETRIMENT TO THEIR SON-IN-LAWS AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAWS? 

�243



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 18:16-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's  
                     nakedness.”  

Sister-in-laws and brother-in-laws have a special place in the family. Whereas siblings usually grow up in 
the same home environment, these “pseudo-siblings” are brought together much later in the familial 
structure and must often find their own interactive roles. God did not want any sexual interactions to 
interfere with that relationship. He expected they would be treated as family.  
  
Just as we do not choose our family, we don’t get to choose our sibling-in-laws- but they are family, 
nonetheless. In adulthood, our sister-in-laws and brother-in-laws can often become closer to us than our 
own siblings. This sibling-in-law relationship brings all the same benefits and conflicts of any sibling 
kinship. Adding new members to any group changes its dynamics- God wants the transition to be as 
smooth as possible. Sexual tensions have no place in family dynamics.    

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF BROTHER-IN-LAWS AND SISTER-IN-LAWS IN THE FAMILY? 

WHAT ARE THE DIFFICULTIES IN ESTABLISHING THAT RELATIONSHIP? 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS IN ESTABLISHING THAT RELATIONSHIP? 

Lev 18:17-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not  
                     take her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are 
                     relatives; it is depravity.”    

God next prohibits what He calls depravity- having sexual relations with both a woman and her daughter 
or granddaughter. Regarding marriage, if a man married a widow who had a daughter by a former 
husband or out of wedlock, he was forbidden to later marry and/or have sexual relations with the daughter 
or granddaughter.  They were of one flesh with the mother who had become one flesh with the man that 
she married. The daughter and granddaughter of the man’s wife were considered his daughter and 
granddaughter also.   

Unfortunately, incestuous relationships between fathers and step-daughters occur today at an alarming 
rate. In one random study of 930 women, 17 percent of step-daughters reported sexual contact with either 
their natural father or stepfather (Russell D: The incidence and prevalence of intrafamilial and 
extrafamilial sexual abuse of female children. Child Abuse Neglect 7:133-46, 1982 ). In addition to the 
increased risk of incest, girls in step-parent families were also more likely to be victimized by other men, 
especially friends of their stepfather. What word could God have used for this practice other than 
“depravity?” 

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF STEP-FATHERS AND STEP-MOTHERS IN THE FAMILY? 

WHY MUST THE ROLE BE THE SAME AS A FATHER AND MOTHER TO THEIR NATURAL 
CHILD? 

WHY DOES GOD CALL INCEST IN THIS RELATIONSHIP A “DEPRAVITY?” 
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Lev 18:18-“And you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to her sister, uncovering her nakedness  
                    while her sister is still alive.” 

Here, God prohibited a man to take a second sister for a wife in addition to the one who is already his 
wife while she is still alive. Unlike today, in Mosaic times, polygamy was allowed. The first reference to 
polygamy is found in Genesis in the lineage of Cain: 

         Gen 4:19-“And Lamech took two wives: the name of one was Adah, and the name of the second  
                           was Zillah.” 

In the Old Testament there are many mentions of polygamous relationships- including among some of the 
the patriarchs of Israel. Abraham, Jacob, David, and Solomon all had multiple wives. However, 
polygamous relationships are never mentioned in a positive light; and the problems of such relationships 
are presented. 

Polygamy was contrary to the original intent of God’s creation of marriage (Genesis 2). The taking of 
multiple wives is not in accord with God’s design from the beginning. Our Bible makes it clear that He 
intends marriage to be between one man and one woman—as it was “from the beginning” (Matthew 19:8; 
Mark 10:6). Any challenge to this teaching stands in opposition to God’s plan for His creation. 

WHAT IS POLYGAMY? 

WHY DID GOD ALLOW POLYGAMY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT? 

WHY IS POLYGAMY NOT ALLOWED TODAY? 

Lev 18:19-“You shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual  
                    uncleanness.” 

[See discussion in Leviticus Chapter 15]  

Lev 18:20-“And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so make yourself unclean  
                     with her.” 

God’s “Ten Commandments” appear twice in the Old Testament- in Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 
5:1-22. This Levitical law merely reinforced God’s last commandment: 

     Ex 20:17-  “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his  
                          male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
                          neighbor's.” 
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It seems obvious to us that we should follow this law; yet adultery is much too commonplace today. 
Statistics vary on this subject, but it is widely reported that 60% of men and 40% of women will 
participate in an extramarital affair at some point during their married life. Is it any wonder that almost  
one-half of all marriages end in divorce? God’s gave us His laws for a reason! 

WHAT IS ADULTERY? 

WHY IS ADULTERY NOT PERMITTED? 

WHY IS ADULTERY SO PREVALENT TODAY? 

Lev 18:21-“You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name  
                     of your God: I am the Lord.” 

Biblical scholars have differed regarding the meaning of this verse. Molech was a Canaanite and 
Phoenician deity, the name meaning “King” (just as Baal means “Lord"). Later Biblical references 
indicate children were often burned in sacrifice on the altar of Molech (2 Kings 23:10).  Some believe this 
verse is a prohibition against child sacrifice, while others postulate that it might have only been a rite by 
which children were dedicated to Molech. Regardless, it was an idolatrous ceremony prohibited by God 
(“You shall not…profane the name of your God; I am the Lord”).  

Up until this verse, this chapter dealt with various prohibitions regarding sexual relationships in families. 
This verse acts as a transition point to describe prohibited acts that the Israelites would encounter as they 
traveled through foreign lands. Six times in this chapter God proclaims, “I am the Lord.” His people were  
“not do as they do in the land of Canaan” (vs 3).  

Today, we are surrounded by practices that are abhorrent to God. Almost daily, we are witnessing our 
culture intentionally confuse evil and darkness for “good.” 

      Isaiah 5:20-21- “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 
                                  who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 
                                  who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 
      
                                  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, 
                                  and shrewd in their own sight! 

Perhaps it is time for us to wake up and start fighting back. As Edmund Burke once quoted: 

                                “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing”   

WHAT IDOLS ARE WORSHIPPED TODAY? 

WHAT EVILS ARE CALLED “GOOD" TODAY? 

WHAT EVILS DO WE NEED TO FIGHT AGAINST TODAY? 
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Lev 18:22-“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.” 

This simple command has caused more controversy than almost any other verse in the Bible. Liberal 
“scholars” have attempted to mitigate its truth by stating that Christians no longer live under Levitical 
Law; and thus, this rule is not applicable today. If Leviticus was the only place where this prohibition was 
found in our Bible, they might have a point. But even in the New Testament, homosexual behavior is 
condemned: 

      
     Rom 1:24-27-“ For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women  
                              exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise 
                              gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one  
                              another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due 
                              penalty for their error.” 

      1 Tim 1-8-10- “Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the  
                               law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly  
                               and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and  
                               mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, 
                               enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 

     1 Corinthians 6:9-10-“Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  
                                          Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,  
                                          nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor  
                                          drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.”       

    
Other “progressive” Biblical interpreters conduct linguistic gymnastics in an attempt to change the 
obvious meaning of this prohibition. Their "cultural distance” argument claims verses on homosexuality 
were addressing a different form of same-sex behavior than practiced today. They assert our current 
Biblical translations are incorrect and that this repudiation only applied to “forced” same-sex master-slave 
relationships, adult-child relationships, and prostitution. But this revisionist position is an argument 
without foundation. Nowhere does the Bible reject homosexual behavior based only on slavery, 
pedophilia, or exploitation; it is the practice itself that is prohibited- “You shall not lie with a male as with 
a woman.” 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) states that 1.6 percent of adults identify as 
gay or lesbian, while 0.8 percent identify as bisexual. Therefore, 2.4 percent of U.S. adults self-identify as 
either lesbian, gay, or bisexual (LGB). So how should Christians treat these individuals? The answer to 
that question is simple- with love, respect, and dignity. But, loving someone does not mean agreeing with 
them on every issue. While we reach out with love, we should also uphold the truth of God's design for 
marriage, sexuality, and relationships.   

WHY DOES GOD PROHIBIT HOMOSEXUAL RELATIONS? 

HOW SHOULD YOU TREAT INDIVIDUALS THAT IDENTIFY AS “LGB…?” 

HOW CAN YOU REACH OUT IN LOVE WITHOUT AGREEING WITH THEIR LIFESTYLE? 
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Lev 18:23-“And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall  
                    any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion.” 

This degrading practice actually formed a part of the religious worship of the Egyptians in connection 
with their goat deities. It was a perverse sexual sin. God’s punishment for such a vile act in the Old 
Testament was instant death for both the person and the animal involved (Ex 22:19; Lev 20:15-16; Deut 
27:21).  

Although bestiality is a sexual sin that is rarely discussed, it still exists today. It is one of the most 
perverse sexual sins that a human being can commit. Though it’s hard to believe human beings could 
engage in such a vile act, our Bible tells us the human heart has no depths when it comes to sinful 
depravity:    

      Jeremiah 17:9-“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

WHAT IS BESTIALITY? 

WHAT IS PERVERSION? 

HOW IS THE HEART SOMETIMES DECEPTIVELY WICKED? 

Lev 18:24-25-“Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all these the nations I am  
                         driving out before you have become unclean,  

                         and the land became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out  
                         its inhabitants.” 

The Israelites were about to embark on a journey that would take them through many foreign cultures on 
their way to the promised land. The path was occupied by nations that practiced “profane”, “abominable”, 
and “perverse” acts. Child sacrifice, homosexuality, and bestiality were just some of the “unclean” 
practices to be avoided by God’s people. Because of their “iniquity”, these foreign nations would be 
“punished” and “vomited out” of the path of the Israelites. God did not want His people to become 
“unclean” by participating in any of the wicked ways of these vile cultures.   
  
Culture can be defined as the customs and common social interactions of a particular nation or 
community. It’s the shared beliefs and behaviors of a group of people- their common world-view. Today, 
Christianity is in conflict with two prevailing cultural world-views- pluralism and secularism.  

Pluralism is synonymous with “relativeness,” “openness,” and “tolerance.” It’s the belief that truth is 
relative and all ideas are of equal value. However, those who openly disagree with this view are often 
labeled intolerant (apparently, it’s ok to privately have a belief as long as it is not publicly expressed).  
But Christianity is not just personal opinion; it is objective Truth. It’s important for Christians to always 
remember whereas truth can change a belief, a belief can never change a truth. God’s Truth is not relative 
and it should be openly proclaimed to all who have ears to hear. 
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Secularism, on the other hand, is a philosophical system that rejects all forms of religious faith. It  
interprets life based on principles taken solely from the material world. Secularism attempts to shift the 
focus from religion to nature, reason, and science- it challenges Christianity head on. It considers 
Christianity, and indeed any religion, as a fraudulent and sinister phenomenon that ought to be ridiculed 
and discarded.     

God rejects both pluralism and secularism. It is imperative Christians not make themselves “unclean” by 
falling into the traps of these philosophical acts of disobedience to God’s Word. Any honest assessment 
will find  God’s Truth has stood the test of time.  

        Rom 12:2-“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
                            by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and  
                            perfect.” 

WHY DOES GOD REJECT PLURALISM? 

WHY DOES GOD REJECT SECULARISM? 

HOW SHOULD  CHRISTIANS CONFRONT PLURALISM AND SECULARISM? 

Lev 18:26-28-“But you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either  
                          the native or the stranger who sojourns among you  

                         (for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so that  
                          the land became unclean),  

                         lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that  
                         was before you.” 

After God offered the “carrot” by promising to drive out “unclean” nations in the Israelites’ path, He then 
delivered the “stick.” There was much reward for those that followed His path; but even greater 
punishment for those who did not. God’s people (and those that joined them) were to keep His statues and 
avoid the “abominations” of foreign cultures lest the Israelites be “vomited out” like those vile peoples 
who occupied the land before them.  

Fortunately for us, God no longer entices us with carrots and sticks. Jesus took upon Himself the stick of 
punishment and freely feeds the carrot to us. We simply have to reach out and accept it. We keep His 
statutes not to earn salvation, but rather in appreciation for it:  

John 14:5-“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments”   

WHY DOES GOD NO LONGER USE A CARROT AND STICK? 

WHY DO YOU OBEY GOD? 

HOW DO YOU SHOW YOUR APPRECIATION FOR WHAT JESUS GAVE YOU? 
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Lev 18:29-30-“For everyone who does any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be  
                         cut off from among their people. 

                         So keep my charge never to practice any of these abominable customs that were 
                         practiced  before you, and never to make yourselves unclean by them: I am the Lord 
                         your God.” 

“Karath” (Hebrew “to cut off”) is a word with multiple meanings in our Bible. Ancient languages had 
only a few thousand words; therefore, a single word often had to express multiple ideas. Depending on its 
use, “Karath” was a form of punishment by God resulting in either a person’s exclusion from fellowship 
with his people or in his physical death by execution. The latter meaning was the most common 
consequence of defying God’s laws regarding sexual immorality and pagan idol worship (Lev 20:1-21). 
God considered sexual immorality and idolatry to be very serious sins indeed.  

Today, we longer stone those who commit sexually immoral acts or pursue their own idols. But the result 
of either of these acts is not without consequence. God considers them to be abominations- actions that  
should cause disgust and hatred. He warns us to “never practice any of these abominable customs” lest we 
make ourselves “unclean.” God demands we separate ourselves from the world’s customs and practices 
for our own protection. He is the Lord our God- we would be wise to heed his command!  

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN “CUT OFF” FOR YOUR BEHAVIOR? 

HOW DO YOU AVOID CUSTOMS THAT ARE ABOMINABLE TO GOD? 

HOW CAN YOU LIVE “IN THE WORLD” BUT NOT BE “OF THE WORLD?”  
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 19 
  

LAWS REGARDING HOLINESS 

Leviticus 19:1-37-  “And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying 

2 “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the 
Lord your God am holy.  

3 Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the 
Lord your God.  

4 Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the Lord your God. 

5 “When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord, you shall offer it so that you may be 
accepted.  

6 It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything left over until the third 
day shall be burned up with fire.  

7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is tainted; it will not be accepted, 8 and everyone who eats it 
shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned what is holy to the Lord, and that person shall be cut 
off from his people. 

9 “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither 
shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest.  

10 And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your 
vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God. 

11 “You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another.  

12 You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the Lord. 

13 “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not remain 
with you all night until the morning.  

14 You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I 
am the Lord. 

15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in 
righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.  

16 You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up against the 
life of your neighbor: I am the Lord. 

17 “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest 
you incur sin because of him.  
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18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

19 “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind. You shall not 
sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of 
material. 

20 “If a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, assigned to another man and not yet ransomed 
or given her freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to death, because she was not 
free;  

21 but he shall bring his compensation to the Lord, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, a ram for a 
guilt offering.  

22 And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering before the Lord for 
his sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven for the sin that he has committed. 

23 “When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, then you shall regard its fruit as 
forbidden. Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten.  

24 And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an offering of praise to the Lord.  

25 But in the fifth year you may eat of its fruit, to increase its yield for you: I am the Lord your God. 

26 “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes.  

27 You shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard.  

28 You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the Lord. 

29 “Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and 
the land become full of depravity.  

30 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord. 

31 “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean 
by them: I am the Lord your God. 

32 “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall fear your 
God: I am the Lord. 

33 “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong.  

34 You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you shall love him 
as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

35 “You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity.  

36 You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt.  

37 And you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the Lord.” 
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Lev 19:1-2-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                   “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for  
                     I the Lord your God am holy.” 

God’s people were instructed to be holy because God was holy. In the Old Testament, holiness was 
associated with God's perfection. The word translated "holiness" in the New Testament meant to be "set 
apart." When God told the Israelites to be holy, He was instructing them to be "set apart" from the other 
nations by following His perfect way of governing their lives. They were His special people and God 
gave them standards to live by so the world would know they belonged to Him. To have a close 
relationship with God, they needed to emulate Him.  

As Christians, we are also called to be holy- to be “set apart” and “perfected.” But we realize we are 
incapable of following all of God’s rules. After all, we are sinners (Rom 3:23). The only way we can be 
“set apart” and made “holy” is through the salvation offered through Jesus Christ (Rom 10:9; Eph 2:8-9). 
When we believe in Jesus as Lord, He cleanses us from our sins (1 John 1:7). Scholars refer to this 
cleansing as “justification”- being declared “not guilty” of our transgressions and declared “righteous” 
before God.  

After accepting Jesus’ free gift of salvation, Christians are then commanded to avoid their old ways. 
Instead, Christians are to live according to God's ways. Theologians refer to this daily practice of living 
for God as progressive “sanctification.” It’s the Christian growth brought about by the indwelling Holy 
Spirit in the believer. Though we will never be perfect in this life, God works in our lives to enable us to 
live for Him. 

HOW ARE YOU SET APART? 

HOW HAVE YOU CHANGED? 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION? 
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Lev 19:3-“Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and you shall keep my Sabbaths: I  
                  am the Lord your God.” 

This chapter of Leviticus reinforces many of the ten commandments first given in Exodus 20:2-17 (and 
later repeated in Deuteronomy 5:6-21).  

The Ten Commandments 
 (“The Decalogue”) 

•  You shall have no other Gods but me. 
•  You shall not make for yourself any idol, nor bow down to it or worship it. 
•  You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
•  You shall remember and keep the Sabbath day holy. 
•  Respect your father and mother. 
•  You must not commit murder. 
•  You must not commit adultery. 
•  You must not steal. 
•  You must not give false evidence against your neighbor. 
•  You must not be envious of your neighbor's goods. You shall not be envious of his house nor his 

wife, nor anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

To reflect the holiness of God, the Israelites were first instructed to honor their parents and keep the 
Sabbath. These were the fourth and fifth commandments first given to Moses on Mount Sinai shortly after 
leaving Egypt. Of note, unlike the rest of the commandments, these two were positive in nature (the other 
eight commandments started with “you shall not”). Both God and parents were to be honored and obeyed- 
God, because He was holy; and parents, because they had the responsibility to train their children in His 
ways.   

WHY ARE PARENTS TO BE HONORED? 

HOW ARE PARENTS TO BE HONORED? 

WHY IS GOD TO BE HONORED? 

HOW IS GOD TO BE HONORED? 

Lev 19:4- “Do not turn to idols or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the Lord your  
                  God.” 

Next God repeated the first two commandments He gave Moses on Mt Sinai. The Israelites were to  
worship only the One True God. To be holy meant to be imitators of God’s perfect ways. His people were 
not to make or bow down before any false idols because worshiping idols was the anthesis of perfection. 
It was not only blasphemy, it was a totally useless endeavor. As the apostle Paul would say years later,  

      “… we know that an idol has no real existence, and that there is no God but one” (1 Cor 8:4). 
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How many false gods are worshiped today? How often do we pursued idols that have no eternal 
existence? Materialism, ego, and self-indulgence pull at us daily. Sometimes we even make false idols out 
of the good things God gives us- family, work, and recreation.  

Most idolatry has its roots in three common worldly lusts- 
      
     “For all that is in the world-  [1] the desires of the flesh and  

                                                     [2] the desires of the eyes and 

                                                     [3] pride of life-  
                                                                        
       is not from the Father but is from the world” (1 John 2:16).  

God began His ten commandments with the admonition to avoid idols for a reason. We should be very 
careful to worship only the God Who created the heavens, the earth, and all of mankind. Only He is 
worthy of our praise.   

DO YOU PURSUE IDOLS? 

WHAT ARE YOUR IDOLS? 

WHY DO YOU PURSUE THEM? 

Lev 19:5-8-“When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord, you shall offer it so that you  
                     may be accepted.  

                     It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything left over until  
                     the third day shall be burned up with fire.  

                     If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is tainted; it will not be accepted,            

                     and everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he has profaned what is holy to 
                     the Lord, and that person shall be cut off from his people.” 

Of the three types of Peace/Fellowship Offerings listed in the third and seventh chapters of Leviticus 
(Thanksgiving, Votive, and Freewill Offerings), it appears  this regulation pertained to the latter offering. It 
was a voluntary act of worship expressing devotion or thankfulness to God for some unexpected blessing. 
This offering was always accompanied by a Grain Offering and it included a communal meal.  

The Freewill Offering could be eaten over two days; but on the third day, what remained had to be 
burned. If one did eat it on the third day, his offering was considered tainted and unacceptable to the Lord. 
The individual would be “cut off from his people.”  

Here, the word for “cut off” (“Karath”) meant an imposed penalty of separation from the fellowship and 
company of His people- it was a loss of civil and religious privileges. “Karath” was punishment decided 
by God for disobedience. Fortunately, the word “Karath” is not found in the New Testament. Because we 
were given redemption through Jesus, we no longer are to be “cut off" for our sins. 
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DO YOU THANK GOD FOR UNEXPECTED BLESSINGS? 

HOW? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN “CUT OFF” FOR DISOBEDIENCE? 

Lev 19:9-10-“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge,  
                        neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest.  

                        And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of  
                        your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord 
                        your God.” 

The Holiness of God is also reflected in how one treats the poor. Just as God was merciful, the Israelites 
were also to have mercy on the needy.  This Law established the legal rights of the poor to a portion of the 
produce of a field. The maximum extent of this “corner” portion to be left for the poor was not given; but 
the minimum was stated by Jewish tradition to be no less than a sixtieth part of the field. A “corner” was 
generally left at the end of the field, so that the poor could easily get at it. Additionally, the gleanings 
(left- overs) from the harvest after reaping were to remain on the ground for the poor to gather later.  

In vineyards, only large clusters were to be cut off and harvested. Branches or twigs which had only one 
or two grapes on them were to be left in place for the needy. In addition, single grapes that fell to the 
ground during gathering were also to be left “for the poor and for the sojourner.”  

      “For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide  
        your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’ (Deut 15:11) 

      “A righteous man knows the rights of the poor; a wicked man does not understand such  
        knowledge.” (Prov 29:7) 

      “Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors  
         Him.” (Prov 14:31) 

      “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.” (Phil 2:4)  

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN POOR? 

HOW DID YOU WISH TO BE TREATED? 

HOW DO YOU TREAT THE POOR? 

�256



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 19:11-“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another.” 

God combined His eighth and ninth commandments in this verse- He directed His people not to lie, steal, 
or cheat. Making a false statement to intentionally deceive, taking something without permission, or 
acting dishonestly in order to gain an advantage were all contrary to the Holiness that God demanded they 
strive for. Holiness required all people be dealt with in a fair and honest manner.  

Despite knowing lying, stealing, and cheating are obviously wrong, we still seem to have a difficult time 
avoiding these transgressions. The National Retail Federation states that, in 2019, theft cost the US retail 
industry $46.8 billion. In 2018, the Federal Trade Commission reported 3 million identity theft and fraud 
reports that resulted in almost $1.5 billion in losses to consumers. And, according to a study conducted by 
the University of Massachusetts, 60% of adults can’t even have a ten minute conversation without lying at 
least once. Can anyone really doubt that we are fallen creatures in need of redemption? 

WHY DO PEOPLE LIE? 

WHY DO PEOPLE STEAL? 

WHY DO PEOPLE CHEAT? 

WHY DO YOU LIE, STEAL, AND CHEAT?  

Lev 19:12-“You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name of your God: I am the  
                    Lord.” 

God’s third commandant prohibited profaning His name by swearing falsely by it, uttering rash or vain 
oaths in His name, or using His name to commit perjury in a court of law. God’s Holy name was not to be 
misused in any way. Profaning God’s name was an attempt to make it “common” (“vulgar”) by taking 
away its sense of “awe.” But God can never be “common”- He’s in a class all by Himself. He is the very 
definition of holiness. 

The Israelites took God’s name very seriously. Because they were so concerned not to misuse the name of 
God, they read it as “Adonai” (“My Lord”) in place of “YHWH” (“He-Who-Is”). God’s name was only 
spoken aloud by the High Priest when he entered the Holy of Holies to offer the blood of the sacrifice on 
the Day of Atonement. By tradition, it was never to be spoken by anyone else; not even by the High Priest 
at any other time. In this way, the Jews sought to be certain that no improper use of the name could occur. 

Everywhere in Scripture the name of the Lord is exalted in the highest possible terms.  

           “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” (Ps. 8:1) 

The first petition of the Lord’s Prayer is  

            “Hallowed be your name” (Matt. 6:9). 
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 The apostles proclaimed that  
    
            “There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  

Paul assured the Romans that  

            “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom. 10:13). 

 And the culminating event in all of creation is when,  

            “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
             every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10–11).  

DO YOU PROFANE GOD’S NAME? 

HOW / WHY? 

HOW SHOULD YOU TREAT GOD’S NAME? 

Lev 19:13-“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired worker shall not  
                    remain with you all night until the morning.” 

Oppression referred to acts of abuse of power or authority to take advantage of another person for one’s 
own unjust purposes. Robbery was the forceful taking of the property of another against his will. And the 
withholding of a workers wages was depriving a worker of his ability to sustain his family. All of these 
sins were prohibited because they were evil and did not reflect the Holiness of God.  

God does not oppress mankind; He is the refuge for the oppressed:  

        “The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble” (Psalm 9:9).  

God does not forcefully take what does not belong to Him; He already owns everything: 

        “The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it. (Psalm 24:1) 

God does not deprive a worker of his wages; He gives more than can ever be earned: 

        “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of  
         God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Eph 2:8-9) 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN OPPRESSED, ROBBED, OR HAD WAGES WITHHELD? 

HAVE YOU EVER OPPRESSED, ROBBED, OR WITHHELD WAGES FROM SOMEONE? 

HOW / WHY? 
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Lev 19:14-“You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear  
                     your God: I am the Lord.” 

This prohibition did not only refer to the physically impaired but also to those who were figuratively 
“deaf” and “blind” to the circumstances surrounding them. It banned the taking advantage of the ignorant 
and misdirecting those seeking advice, thus causing them to stumble and fall.  One was not to prey on 
someone in his weakness or mislead someone who could not perceive the facts of a situation. Instead, the 
Israelites were to imitate God’s Holiness in leading the “deaf” and “blind” to His perfect ways.  
        
       “And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will  
         guide them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These  
        are the things I do, and I do not forsake them.” (Isaiah 42:16) 

So how can we lead the “deaf” and “blind” out of their silence and darkness? The answer is simple. We 
must engage their other senses- we must appeal to the eyes and ears of the heart. There is spiritual vision 
beyond natural seeing and there is spiritual sound beyond natural hearing. The truth of God can be clearly 
discerned by all who are willing to open their hearts and minds: 

         “For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly  
           perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 
           without excuse.” (Rom 1:20)  

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN DEAF AND BLIND? 

WHO ENGAGED YOUR OTHER SENSES TO LEAD YOU OUT OF YOUR DEAFNESS AND 
BLINDNESS? 

HOW? 

Lev 19:15-“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great,  
                     but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor.” 

Judges were to be impartial in their jurisprudence. All men were to be treated equally in the sight of the 
law- both rich and poor alike. Pity of a poor man or deference to a rich man had no place in the 
courtroom. Justice and equity were the only scales on which guilt or innocence was to be weighed.  

Throughout our country, courtrooms display “Lady Justice” blindly holding scales in one 
hand and a sword in the other.  The scales represent the equal weighing of evidence. The 
blindfold indicates impartiality- the ideal that justice should be applied without regard to 
wealth, power, or status. And the sword stands for authority; it conveys the idea that 
justice should be swift and final. If judges and juries followed God’s rules regarding 
impartial jurisprudence, our courtrooms would be much better places.   

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN TREATED UNFAIRLY IN COURT? 

HAVE YOU EVER TREATED SOMEONE UNFAIRLY IN COURT? 

HOW / WHY? 
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Lev 19:16-“You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand up  
                     against the life of your neighbor: I am the Lord.”  

Slander was a dangerous practice that could ruin the character and destroy the life of an innocent person. 
The Jewish Talmud states that slander kills three persons with one act- the person who slanders, the 
person who is slandered, and the person who listens to the slander. True witness was to be given both in 
and out of court to save the character and sometimes even the life of the innocent.   

Additionally, one was not to stand still (“stand up”) when one’s neighbor was in eminent danger of his  
life. God demanded one render assistance even at the peril of one’s own life. One was not to be silent in 
court testimony regarding an assault against one’s neighbor. Honor and truth were the standards of 
holiness  expected to be followed. 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN SLANDERED? 

HAVE YOU EVER SLANDERED SOMEONE? 

HOW / WHY? 

Lev 19:17--“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your  
                          neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him.       

Jesus later compared hatred in the heart to murder: 

        Mat 5:21-24-“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever  
                                murders will be liable to judgment.’  

                                But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
                                 judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
                                 says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  

                                 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
                                 something against you,  

                                leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and  
                                 then come and offer your gift.” 

Even if not expressed by words or actions, hatred in the heart was still a breach of the sixth 
commandment- “do not commit murder.” Instead of harboring feelings of malice or revenge against a 
person who had committed an insult or injury, God’s people were commanded to calmly and reasonably 
rebuke the offender with the goal of reconciliation. One bad turn did not deserve another- it would only 
lead to further sin.   

�260



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

WHAT IS HATE? 

HAVE YOU EVER HATED YOUR “NEIGHBOR” ? 

HAVE YOU EVER HATED YOUR “ENEMY” ?  

HOW / WHY?  

Lev 19:18-“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but  
                     you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord” 

Jesus later expanded this rule to include loving enemies as well as neighbors: 

      Mat 5:43-48“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  

                             But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  

                              so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on 
                              the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  

                              For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax  
                              collectors do the same?  

                              And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even  
                              the Gentiles do the same?  

                              You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  

To be “holy,” is to imitate God’s perfection with love for both neighbors and enemies alike. Loving the 
unlovable is an attribute God models for us on a daily basis.  

WHAT IS LOVE? 

HOW SHOULD YOU LOVE YOUR “NEIGHBOR” ? 

HOW SHOULD YOU LOVE YOUR “ENEMY” ?  
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Lev 19:19-“You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind. You  
                    shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth made 
                     of two kinds of material.” 

God next used three rules of separation to distinguish His people from foreign cultures. These 
prohibitions against mixing different species of livestock, plants, and fabrics were a reminder that there 
were certain incompatible principles which were opposed to one another. To be “holy” like God,  the 
Israelites needed to understand God’s rules were distinct from man’s rules. God wanted His people to act 
differently from the cultures they would encounter. He demanded they keep His statutes (and only his 
statutes) to be set apart as “holy.”  

Today, as Christians, animal breeding practices, agricultural techniques, and material manufacturing 
methods are no longer what separate us from pagan cultures. It’s the attitude of the heart and mind that 
separate us from the contaminates of the world. The Christian life is meant to be separate from the world- 
mixing of the two causes unneeded confusion and unwanted problems. God wants us to be “set apart” as 
“holy” to distinguish us from commonality of the culture that surrounds us. 

WHY DO YOU SEPARATE YOURSELF “FROM” THE WORLD? 

HOW DO YOU SEPARATE YOURSELF “FROM” THE WORLD? 

HOW SHOULD YOU LIVE “IN” THE WORLD? 

Lev 19:20-22-“If a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, assigned to another man and not  
                         yet ransomed or given her freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to 
                         death, because she was not free;  

                         but he shall bring his compensation to the Lord, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, a  
                         ram for a guilt offering.  

                         And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering before  
                         the Lord for his sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven for the sin that he 
                         has committed.” 

Ancient law allowed a destitute father to sell his pre-adolescent daughter as a “slave” to another Israelite 
(Ex 21:7-11). When she became of eligible age to be married, her new “master” was required to either 
marry her himself, marry her to his son, or pledge her in marriage (“ransomed”) to another Israelite 
outside the family for a price.  If she had sexual relations with another man before finalizing the sale, the 
transaction was canceled and the man who had relations with her had to compensate the “master” for his 
financial loss. Since the marriage was called off, the “master” would have to continue caring for her in his 
household.  

Because God’s law was broken, the man who had relations with the woman not only owed financial 
restitution to the woman’s “master,” but also a twenty percent fine commanded by God (Lev 6:4-5). He 
was instructed to bring a ram to the priest for a Guilt Offering to cleanse him for the sin he had 
committed. In rabbinic sources, this Guilt Offering was known as “shifhah harufah”- “The Guilt Offering 
of the Pre-designated Slave Woman.” Sin required atonement; but God wanted to restore the sinner to 
holiness.  
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Fortunately, we no longer pledge our daughters to another for money. But we do enter into binding 
contracts with other people for other purposes. When contracts are either broken by a party to the contract 
or interfered with by outside individuals, compensation is owed. God expects us to always act honorably 
and keep our word.    

WHAT IS A CONTRACT? 

WHY ARE CONTRACTS NECESSARY? 

HOW  / WHY  ARE CONTRACTS SOMETIMES BROKEN? 

Lev 19:23-25-“When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, then you shall regard  
                          its fruit as forbidden. Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten.  

                         And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an offering of praise to the Lord.  

                         But in the fifth year you may eat of its fruit, to increase its yield for you: I am the Lord  
                          your God” 

These verses describe an ordinance for the Israelite’s future- when they were to finally enter the land of 
Canaan.  They were commanded to not eat the fruit of a tree until the fifth year after its planting. In the 
first three years they were to “regard its fruit as forbidden” (literally: “you shall trim its foreskin as 
foreskin”- the fruit was to be trimmed off and discarded just as the foreskin of the flesh). In the fourth 
year, all of these “first-fruits” belonged to God; and in the fifth year, the fruit was to be enjoyed by all. 

God has perfect timing. Just as a tree must be carefully pruned for years before producing good fruit, so 
must we be molded and nourished to produce the same. God does not rush or inhibit our progression- His 
timing is not our timing. Whereas we may want to prematurely produce fruit without first establishing a 
good root system, God understands that we must first be pruned over years to make us stronger.  At a time 
of His own choosing, He later savors our first-fruits and then send us out to nourish others.  To be holy is 
to patiently wait on God’s timing.  

WHAT IS MAN’S TIMING? 

WHAT IS GOD’S TIMING? 

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT? 

Lev 19:26-“You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it. You shall not interpret omens or tell  
                    fortunes.” 

The prohibition against the eating of blood was covered at length in Leviticus Chapter 17. Blood was the 
means by which atonement was made. To consume blood was to profane it; but many pagan rituals 
celebrated the eating and drinking of blood. God demanded that His people not participate in such an 
obscene practice. 
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Additionally, interpreting omens or telling fortunes (“soothsaying, divination, or sorcery”) were 
prohibited by God. Deep-rooted superstitions had no place in the pursuit of holiness. The concept of 
obtaining supernatural good or bad “luck” as the result of charms, incantations, or random actions was in 
opposition to God’s divine authority. There was only One who could foretell the future- the God who 
created all time, space, and matter. All other fortune telling was both sacrilegious and futile.    

Not all decisions in life are about “right or wrong”- many are only “right or left.” Today, most of us use 
the term good or bad “luck” to merely represent the positive or negative effects resulting from random 
“right or left” decisions. We understand that no superstitious words or actions on our part can change the 
outcome. It’s only through prayer to our omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent God that our future can 
be made known to us.  His Word is all we need to guide us in the “right or wrong” decisions concerning 
our future.   

WHAT ARE “LEFT OR RIGHT" DECISIONS? 

WHAT ARE “RIGHT OR WRONG” DECISIONS? 

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT?  

WHERE DO YOU GO FOR HELP WITH “RIGHT OR WRONG” DECISIONS? 

WHY? 

Lev 19:27-28-“You shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard.  

                         You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the 
                         Lord.” 

When studied in context with Leviticus 21:4-5 and Deuteronomy 14:1-2, these verses are understood to 
pertain to acts associated with excessive mourning for the dead. In ancient times, when someone died, the 
surviving relatives were sometimes so distraught they would cut their skin until they bled and shave bald 
spots on their head as a sign of mourning. God demanded His people refrain from these practices. He 
prohibited the demonstration of mourning by making bald spots on the head, shaving the edges of a beard, 
or cutting and writing on the skin. His people were to be distinct from the world.   

Unfortunately, these verses have too often been taught out of context. Various individuals have attempted 
to use these two verses as a prohibition against cutting hair, grooming beards, or applying tattoos; but, our 
Bible teaches no such restrictions. How we style our hair, trim our beards, or apply (or not) tattoos is 
governed by only one overriding principle: 

      1 Cor 6:19-20-“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom  
                                you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  
                                Therefore honor God with your body.” 
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WHY / HOW  DO YOU MOURN? 

DO YOU HONOR GOD WITH YOUR BODY? 

HOW? 

Lev 19:29-“Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution  
                    and the land become full of depravity.” 

The “Contemporary English” version captures the meaning of this verse best: 

         “Don't let your daughters serve as temple prostitutes--this would bring disgrace both to them and  
           the land.” 

This verse referred to the practice of pagan cultures where women would be prostituted in the temples of 
their idols as a form of worship. These “sacred prostitutes” were a principle source of income for these 
idolatrous temples. A poor father might be tempted by money to offer his daughter to such a “profession.” 
God considered this to be a depravity to be avoided by both the individual and society as a whole.   

                            The Book of Proverbs (Prov 5:3-23) Summarizes Prostitution: 

         “My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my understanding, 
  
           that you may keep discretion, and your lips may guard knowledge. 
  
           For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, 
  
           but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 
  
           Her feet go down to death, her steps follow the path to Sheol; 

           she does not ponder the path of life; her ways wander, and she does not know it. 
  
           And now, O sons, listen to me, and do not depart from the words of my mouth. 

           Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her house, 

           lest you give your honor to others and your years to the merciless, 

           lest strangers take their fill of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, 
      
           and at the end of your life you groan, when your flesh and body are consumed, 
  
           and you say, “How I hated discipline, and my heart despised reproof! 
  
           I did not listen to the voice of my teachers or incline my ear to my instructors. 
  
           I am at the brink of utter ruin in the assembled congregation.” 
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           Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well. 
  
           Should your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? 
  
           Let them be for yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. 
  
           Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, 

           a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; 
           be intoxicated always in her love. 
  
           Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an  
           adulteress? 
  
           For a man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he ponders all his paths. 
  
           The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and he is held fast in the cords of his sin. 
  
           He dies for lack of discipline, and because of his great folly he is led astray.” 

WHAT IS PROSTITUTION? 

WHY IS IT OFFENSIVE TO GOD? 

WHO SUFFERS WITH PROSTITUTION? 

Lev 19:30-“You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.” 

God’s fourth commandment, “You shall remember and keep the Sabbath day holy,” was again 
emphasized. God’s people were to keep His Sabbath as a day of devoted worship. Unlike pagan temples, 
God’s sanctuary was not to be defiled by doing anything in it that was unseemly or unbecoming. He was 
God- He was deserving of everyone’s respect, reverence, and awe.  

Nothing defiles a church as much as the acceptance of sinfulness and evil. In the Book of Revelation, 
Jesus warned the church in Thyatira against accepting false teachings and evil practices:    

       Rev 2:20- “But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a  
                          prophetess and is teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to  
                          eat food sacrificed to idols.  I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her  
                          sexual immorality.” 

Today, far too many churches have veered from the Truth. Denomination after denomination has accepted 
and even embraced the evil practices of the world. When false teachings are preached and accepted, 
God’s sanctuary is defiled. God did not request that His Sabbath day be holy- He demanded it.  Anyone 
who corrupts His Sabbath is destined for His righteous rebuke.  
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HOW HAVE SOME CHURCHES DEFILED THE SABBATH? 

WHAT FALSE TEACHINGS HAVE PENETRATED SOME CHURCHES? 

HOW SHOULD A CHURCH FOLLOW GOD’S TRUTH? 

Lev 19:31-“Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves     
                    unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.”   

Necromancy was the practice of magic involving supposed communication with the dead by summoning 
their “spirit” for the purpose of seeking knowledge of the future (divination). “Mediums” practiced 
“meditation” where they claimed to reach an altered state of consciousness enabling them to perceive 
“spirit messages.” These messages manifested themselves as a “thought voice” in the medium’s mind 
that took over the “medium’s” voice. God demanded that His people stay far away from these false 
prophets who would make them “unclean.”  

Most of us do not consult necromancers or mediums to plan our future- but, too often we seek advice in 
equally misguided places. Our bookshelves are lined with secular “self-help” books written by “experts” 
who have never opened the one “Book" where the answers to our important problems can be found. Our 
Bible contains sixty-six tomes inspired by the Creator of all knowledge. Perhaps we should seek God’s 
“Word” every morning before we plan our day.    

HAVE YOU EVER CONSULTED FALSE “EXPERTS” ? 

WHY DID YOU CONSULT THEM? 

HOW CAN YOU FIND TRUTH? 

  

Lev 19:32-34-“You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you  
                          shall fear your God: I am the Lord. 

                        “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong.  

                         You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you 
                         shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord 
                         your God.” 

Next, God taught the Israelites some “good ‘ol Southern” manners and hospitality. "Honor your elders” 
and “treat strangers kindly” was a mantra that God wanted to ingrain in His people’s hearts and minds. 
God demanded the Israelites respect and care for the aged. Additionally, they were to treat sojourners as 
they wished the Egyptians would have treated them. They were not to exploit them, deprive them of 
property, or deny them any legal right to which they were entitled. Sojourners were to be treated as fairly 
as they would a fellow citizen. The Israelites were expected to mimic God’s “Holiness” in their treatment 
of both the elderly and of strangers alike.  
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In todays’s nomadic life, extended families are often separated by thousands of miles. Grandparents, 
parents, and grandchildren no longer live under the same roof- thereby depriving each other of the joys 
and wisdom each has to offer. Extended Care Facilities are overrun with far too many experienced elders 
who have a wealth of knowledge and understanding waiting to be tapped. The world would be a better 
place if more honor and deference were shown to those gray headed sages.   

HOW DO YOU TREAT YOUR ELDERS? 

HOW DO YOU TREAT STRANGERS? 

WHAT WOULD BE THE ADVANTAGE TO CONSULTING SOME OF OUR “GRAY HEADED 
SAGES” IN RETIREMENT? 

  

Lev 19:35-36-“You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity.  

                         You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: I am the Lord  
                         your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.” 

Ancient scales had two balanced cups on either side. In one was a stone weight (‘even) and in the other 
held the goods to be weighed. An “efhah” was a dry measure of capacity and a “hin” was a liquid 
measure. Public overseers were appointed to inspect the weights and measures. They prohibited weights 
to be made of iron, lead, or other metal that was liable to become lighter by wear or rust, and ordered 
them to be made of polished rock.  Severe punishment was administered for fraud.    

These weights and measures were intended to illustrate the need for honesty. A measurer was a judge; and 
if he acted deceitfully, he perverted that judgment. It was considered equivalent to a corrupt judge 
willfully passing a fraudulent sentence.  He did that which was detestable before both God and man. 
Holiness required honesty.  

       Prov 11:1-“A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is His delight.”? 

WHAT IS DECEIT? 

WHAT IS HONESTY? 

ARE YOU ALWAYS HONEST? 

WHY / WHY NOT? 
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 Lev 19:37-“And you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the Lord.” 

Jewish tradition states that there were 613 commandments in the Torah (the first five books of our Bible). 
There were 365 “positive commandments” to perform certain acts and  248 “negative commandments” to 
abstain from certain acts. God demanded that the Israelites observe ALL of His statutes- a very tall order .  

Today we understand that God gave the “LAW” to show us that we are incapable of following ALL of it. 
It was designed to (1) bring us knowledge of sin, (2) show us that we are not able to earn our salvation, 
and (3) show us our need for a Redeemer. Jesus Christ was that redeemer. It is only through faith in Him 
that we are saved.  

         Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is  
                                      the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

         John 5:24 -“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has  
                              eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” 

         Romans 10:9-10 -“That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart  
                                        that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart  
                                        that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and  
                                        are saved.” 

WHEN DID YOU FIRST HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR SINS? 

WHEN DID YOU REALIZE THAT YOU WOULD NEVER BE GOOD ENOUGH ON YOUR 
OWN MERIT? 

WHERE DID YOU SEEK A REDEEMER? 

WHO IS YOUR REDEEMER? 

WHY DID YOU ACCEPT YOUR REDEEMER?
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 20 
  

PENALTIES FOR BREAKING THE LAW 

Leviticus 20:1-27 

1.The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Say to the people of Israel, Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel 
who gives any of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone 
him with stones.  

3 I myself will set my face against that man and will cut him off from among his people, because he 
has given one of his children to Molech, to make my sanctuary unclean and to profane my holy name.  

4 And if the people of the land do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his children to 
Molech, and do not put him to death,  

5 then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them off from among their 
people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech. 

6 “If a person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring after them, I will set my face against that 
person and will cut him off from among his people.  

7 Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.  

8 Keep my statutes and do them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you.  

9 For anyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death; he has cursed his father 
or his mother; his blood is upon him. 

10 “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall 
surely be put to death.  

11 If a man lies with his father's wife, he has uncovered his father's nakedness; both of them shall 
surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.  

12 If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they have 
committed perversion; their blood is upon them.  

13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall 
surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.  

14 If a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity; he and they shall be burned with fire, 
that there may be no depravity among you.  

15 If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the animal.  
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16 If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they 
shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 

17 “If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a daughter of his mother, and sees her 
nakedness, and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the sight of the 
children of their people. He has uncovered his sister's nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity.  

18 If a man lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he has made 
naked her fountain, and she has uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off 
from among their people.  

19 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister or of your father's sister, for that is to 
make naked one's relative; they shall bear their iniquity.  

20 If a man lies with his uncle's wife, he has uncovered his uncle's nakedness; they shall bear their 
sin; they shall die childless.  

21 If a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has uncovered his brother's nakedness; they 
shall be childless. 

22 “You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the land where I am 
bringing you to live may not vomit you out.  

23 And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for they did all 
these things, and therefore I detested them.  

24 But I have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to possess, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.’ I am the Lord your God, who has separated you from the peoples.  

25 You shall therefore separate the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird from the clean. 
You shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by anything with which the ground 
crawls, which I have set apart for you to hold unclean.  

26 You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you 
should be mine. 

27 “A man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer shall surely be put to death. They shall be 
stoned with stones; their blood shall be upon them.” 
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Lev 20:1-2-“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Say to the people of Israel …” 

God was about to disclose the penalties for disobeying the “Law” defined in Leviticus Chapters 18 and 
19. Just as in today’s legal system, a crime against the “Law” contained four elements: 

                 1. A Guilty Mind (Latin- “Mens Rea”)- The criminal act must be voluntary or purposeful. 

                 2. A Guilty Act (Latin- “Actus Reus”)-  A criminal act or an unlawful omission of an act,  
                                                                                  must have occurred 

                 3. Concurrence- “Mens Rea” and “Actus Reus” must occur at the same time- that is, the  
                                                                                  criminal intent must precede or coexist with the  
                                                                                  criminal act, or in some way activate the act. 

                 4. Causation-  Actual harm must occur as the result of the crime 

When these four elements were present, Capital Punishment (loss of life) or Loss of Civil and/or 
Religious Privileges were to be prescribed depending on the severity of the infraction. God is always just 
in His judgements. It is our own “(1) purposeful (2) acts (3) resulting in (4) harm” (“sin”) that get us in 
trouble. Laws are meaningless without consequences.  

WHAT IS A LAW? 

WHAT IS A CRIME? 

WHY MUST LAWS HAVE CONSEQUENCES? 

Lev 20:2-3-“… Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel who gives any  
                      of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone  
                      him with stones.  

                     I myself will set my face against that man and will cut him off from among his people, 
                     because he has given one of his children to Molech, to make my sanctuary unclean and to  
                     profane my holy name.” 

Leviticus 18:21 defined the “Law” regarding offering children to the pagan god, Molech: 

               “You shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of  
                  your God: I am the Lord.” 
  
God then prescribed the “penalty” for disobedience of this “Law. He demanded death by stoning 
(“lapidation”) - the severest of four methods of capital punishment (the three others being burning, 
beheading, and strangling). The individual had (1) purposely  (2) committed a criminal act  that (3) 
caused (4) harm to occur by offering his child to a false god, making God’s sanctuary unclean, and 
profaning God’s name.  The four elements of a crime were satisfied and punishment was prescribed 
commensurate with the infraction. This was one of eighteen “crimes” for which stoning was required 
under the “Law.” 
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Children are precious to God. Worshipping false gods is abhorrent to Him. Harming children in the act of 
prostrating oneself to a false idol is a heinous practice deserving of God’s severest punishment. Capital 
punishment is still present today in sixty percent of the United States. What is the appropriate punishment 
for someone who would abuse children for the pursuit of their idols of money, power, or sex?       

WHAT IS AN IDOL? 

HOW  DOES SEEKING IDOLS LEAD TO DEPRAVITY? 

HOW DOES SEEKING IDOLS LEAD TO DESTRUCTION? 

Lev 20:4-5-“And if the people of the land do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his  
                      children to Molech, and do not put him to death,  

                     then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them off from  
                     among their people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech.” 

Those who willfully ignored the wicked behavior of “the man when he gives one of his children to 
Molech” were to be “cut off” from their people. Their’s was a sin of both omission and commission. They 
allowed the infraction to occur by not putting a stop to it and participated in the coverup by not carrying 
out God’s prescribed penalty afterwards.     
  
In criminal law, an “omission” is a “failure to act” which can amount to an “actus reus” (“guilty act”). It 
can give rise to liability when the law “imposes a duty to act” and the defendant is “in breach of that 
duty.” God clearly was stating we have a duty to act” when the well-being of a child is at stake. One 
cannot sit on the sidelines when a known wrong is occurring.  

A “commission” is a criminal action undertaken consciously. When those Israelites (who had the duty to 
adjudicate and punish the offender) chose not to act, God considered them guilty under the “Law.”  All of 
“his clan” who chose not to implement God’s prescribed punishment were considered to have followed 
the offender “in whoring after Molech.” They were also to be “cut off" from their people. God does not 
tolerate those who abuse children; nor those who allow it to happen.  

WHAT ARE CRIMES OF OMISSION? 

WHAT ARE  SOME EXAMPLES OF  “OMISSION” CRIMES  AGAINST MAN’S LAW? 

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF “OMISSION” CRIMES AGAINST GOD’S LAW? 
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Lev 20:6-“If a person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring after them, I will set my face 
                  against that person and will cut him off from among his people.” 

Leviticus 19:31 commanded, “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so  
                                                  make yourselves unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.”   

The penalty for consulting a medium was severe- God would set His “face against that person” and “cut 
him off from his people.” Only God knows the future.  

Necromancy is both sinful and futile. It opens one up to demonic attacks and imparts no truth or wisdom. 
Whereas God’s path of “holiness” leads to truth, knowledge, and life, Satan’s road of deceit is lined with 
lies and destruction. Why would anyone seek wisdom from anyone other than the Creator of all 
knowledge? God gave us His wisdom in His Scriptures; perhaps we should open our Bible and read it.  

         Mat 7:13-14-“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to  
                                 destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  
         
                                For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are 
                                 few.” 

WHY DO PEOPLE SEEK FORTUNE TELLERS? 

WHERE DO YOU GO FOR WISDOM ABOUT THE FUTURE? 

WHERE SHOULD YOU GO FOR WISDOM  ABOUT THE FUTURE? 

Lev 20:7-8-“Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.  

                    Keep my statutes and do them; I am the Lord who sanctifies you.” 

In the middle of ascribing penalties for disobedience of His “Laws,” God once again commanded His 
people to instead keep His statutes and be “holy.” God did not want to punish His people; He desired 
them to be  “sanctified.”  Sanctification is the Greek word “hagiazo” which means to be "separate" or to 
be "set apart." God wanted the Israelites to separate themselves from the obscene practices of their 
surrounding cultures. 

For Christians, sanctification occurs as a result of justification- the salvation bestowed upon believers 
through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for our sins. The moment we are saved in Christ we are also 
sanctified (“set apart”) and begin the process of being conformed to His image.  Sanctification does not 
stop with salvation, but is a progressive process that continues throughout a Christian's life.   
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WHAT DOES SANCTIFICATION MEAN? 

WHAT DOES SALVATION MEAN? 

HOW IS SANCTIFICATION IMMEDIATE? 

HOW IS SANCTIFICATION A PROCESS? 

Lev 20:9-“For anyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death; he has cursed  
                  his father or his mother; his blood is upon him.” 

God’s Fifth Commandment regarding the proper treatment of parents was reiterated in Leviticus 19:3-  

                                  “Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father,…” 

Mistreating parents by maliciously “cursing” them was placed on par with murder- the penalty was 
death. The phrase “his blood is upon him” was commonly understood to mean death by “stoning." The 
word “curse” meant much more than just saying a bad word. It was the Hebrew word “awor” which 
carried the meaning “to remove the influence of God.” Cursing one’s parents was the desire to remove 
God’s presence, love, and protection in their lives. It was a contemptuous utterance intended to inflict 
maximum supernatural harm on one’s parents.  

We are to honor our parents in words and action. The Greek word for “honor" means “to prize” or “to 
value.” Most parents honor God by giving guidance, protection, teaching and discipline to their children- 
four elements needed grow in God’s ways. Though some parents fall short of the ideal, children of all 
ages should honor their parents, regardless of whether or not their parents “deserve” honor.  Intentionally 
desiring to inflict harm on one’s parents by words or action is abhorrent to God’s sacred plan for the 
family.   

WHAT DOES A CURSE REALLY MEAN? 

HAVE YOU EVER CURSED SOMEONE? 

DO YOU HONOR YOUR PARENTS? 

HOW? 

Lev 20:10-“If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the  
                    adulteress shall surely be put to death.” 

First, God first gave the “Law” regarding “coveting” one’s neighbor’s wife: 

           Exodus 20:17-“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's  
                                     wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or  
                                     anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
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 Then, God gave the “Law” regarding the culmination of that “coveting;” 
    
           Leviticus 18:20 “And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor's wife and so make yourself  
                                       unclean with her.” 

Adultery was punishable by death for both the adulterer and the adulteress. This was the first of the 
capital punishments to be administered for sexual impurities. The aberration and perversion of sexual 
relationships would not be tolerated by God. Sex was to be enjoyed by a husband and wife in becoming 
“of one flesh.” It was a sacred union that was not to breached by either coveting an impure relationship or 
acting upon that unholy desire through adultery.  
  
Lust is desire out of control; too often, it results in adultery. Adultery produces self-inflicted consequences 
that last long past the temporary fantasy and excitement of the moment. Infidelity destroys the 
relationship with one’s spouse, one’s family, one’s friends, and with God Himself. God put a premium on 
the relationship between a husband and wife- it was meant to reflect our relationship with God: 

         Eph 5:21-32- “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  

                                  For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, 
                                   his body, and is himself its Savior.  

                                  Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything 
                                   to their husbands. 
                       Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
                                  her,  

                                  that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
                                  word,  

                                  so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 
                                  any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

                                  In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
                                  his wife loves himself.  

                                  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ  
                                  does the church,  

                                  because we are members of his body.  

                                “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the 
                                  two shall become one flesh.”  

                                This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.” 

That is why Jesus taught a more profound “law” regarding adultery:   

          Matthew 5:28- “But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has  
                                     already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  
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WHAT IS COVETING? 

WHAT HAVE YOU COVETED? 

WHAT IS LUST? 

HOW CAN LUST LEAD TO ADULTERY? 

HOW IS LUST ALREADY ADULTERY? 

Lev 20:11-12-“If a man lies with his father's wife, he has uncovered his father's nakedness; both of  
                         them shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 

                          If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they  
                          have committed perversion; their blood is upon them. 

The “Laws” regarding these sins were given in Leviticus 18:8 and 15:   

         “You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's wife; it is your father's nakedness.” 

         “You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son's wife, you  
            shall not uncover her nakedness.”  

A man was not to have sexual relations with his father’s wife, whether she be his own mother or his 
stepmother.  The wicked and shameful breaching of this  “Law’ carried the penalty of death by stoning 
(“their blood is upon them”) for both parties.   

Additionally, God considered a man having sexual relations with his daughter-in-law to be an 
abomination. It was a perversion of the father-in-law’s role in the family. His job was to guide and support  
his son’s wife into the integration of the family. Breeching that sacred duty through an incestuous 
relationship was also punishable by death by stoning. 

  

WHAT IS A RELATIVE? 

WHAT IS INCEST? 

WHY DOES GOD PROHIBIT INCEST? 
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Lev  20:13-“ If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination;  
                      they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.” 

The “Law “ against homosexual sexual relationships was expressed in Leviticus 18:22- 

                  “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination” 

The penalty for disobedience of this “Law” was severe- death by stoning for both individuals. Like other 
sexual sins, it was an abomination to God. It defied His design for sexual relationships. Even in the New 
Testament, homosexual relationships are considered “unnatural,” “indecent,” and an “abandonment of 
natural functions.” It is an exchange of truth for a lie:   

      Romans 1:25-27-“because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the  
                                    creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 
    
                                    For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women  
                                    exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;  

                                    and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed  
                                    with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and  
                                    receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.   

Homosexuality is against God’s natural law. As with any sin, it can be forgiven. But to be forgiven of a 
sin, one must first admit to sinning. There is no question about it- the Bible prohibits homosexual 
behavior but offers forgiveness to those who repent.   

WHAT IS HOMOSEXUALITY? 

IS SAME-SEX ATTRACTION AGAINST GOD’S LAW? 

IS SAME- SEX RELATIONS AGAINST GOD’S LAW? 

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE?  

  

Lev 20:14-“ If a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity; he and they shall be burned  
                     with fire, that there may be no depravity among you.” 

The “Law” regarding this sin was described in Leviticus 18:17: 

              “You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not  
                 take her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are 
                 relatives; it is depravity.”  
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God decreed having sexual relation with both a mother and her daughter to be a depravity deserving of 
death. Unlike previous means of capital punishment, the penalty for this detestable practice was death by 
burning. According to Jewish tradition, the offender was put into dung up to his knees, a cloth was tied 
around his throat and drawn tight until he opened his mouth, and then molten lead was poured down his 
throat, thus burning him to death. This severe punishment was to be inflicted as a deterrent to prevent 
others from succumbing to this depraved sin.  

Today, God does not pour hot lead down our throats for disobedience to His Word; but sin can still parch 
our throats. It is only through the saving blood, sweat, and tears of Jesus that we are saved from the 
consequences of our inequities. He voluntarily chose to take our punishment upon Himself in order that 
we not have to be burned alive from the inside out. Who else would be willing to do that for us but our 
merciful Savior?     

WHAT IS THE PENALTY FOR SIN? 

WHAT IS THE DETERRENT TO SIN? 

WHAT DO WE DESERVE FOR OUR SINS? 

    

 Lev 20:15-16“If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the  
                         animal. 

                        If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the 
                        animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.” 

The “Law” against bestiality was given in Leviticus 18:23: 

         “And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall  
           any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion.” 

Death by stoning was the prescribed punishment for this perverted sin: 

         Ex 22:19-“Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death.” 

         Deut  27:21-“Cursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal.’ And all the people shall say, 
                               Amen.” 

The depravity of man knows no bounds. God abhors sins. Shouldn’t we hate sin as much as God ?  

WHAT IS DEPRAVITY? 

HOW IS MANKIND DEPRAVED? 

DO YOU HATE SIN? 

WHY? 
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Lev 20:17-“If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a daughter of his mother, and sees her 
                    nakedness, and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the  
                    sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his sister's nakedness, and he shall  
                    bear his iniquity.” 

Leviticus 18:9 gave the “Law” regarding incest with one’s sister: 

          “You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father's daughter or your mother's  
            daughter, whether brought up in the family or in another home.” 

A violator of this “Law” was to be “cut off” from his people. Whether this form of “karath” was death or  
expulsion from the community is subject to debate. What is not debatable is the fact that the offender 
would have to “bear his iniquity.” The word “iniquity” comes from the Latin prefix “in” (which means 
“not”) and “aequus” (which means “equal” or “just”).  Iniquity was a “not just” action that had 
consequences. The phrase "bear his iniquity" was an expression describing his need to suffer those 
consequences of his “unjust” actions. Due to the evilness of his heart, damnation was the penalty he 
deserved.    

All actions have consequences. Issac Newton's third laws of physics states: 

             “For every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction” 

For every sin there must be “an equal and opposite reaction.” Sin requires a reaction from God. It would 
be contrary to the orderly world He created if there was no push back against sin. We are told plainly in 
Roman’s 6:23 what the consequence of sin should be: 

             “For the wages of sin is death…” 

But fortunately, in that same sentence, we are assured that there is another “Force” at work that counters 
the effects of our sin: 

              “…but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

The choice is simple- suffer what we deserve or accept Christ’s suffering offered on our behalf. Only a 
fool would choose the former.  

WHY MUST EVERY ACTION HAVE AN EQUAL AND OPPOSITE REACTION? 

WHY MUST EVERY SIN HAVE AN EQUAL AND OPPOSITE REACTION? 

WHAT IS THE EQUAL AND OPPOSITE REACTION TO SIN? 
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Lev 20:18-“If a man lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he 
                    has made naked her fountain, and she has uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of  
                    them shall be cut off from among their people.” 

The “Law” regarding intercourse with a woman during her period is addressed in Leviticus Chapters 15 
and 18: 

        Lev 15:24-“And if any man lies with her and her menstrual impurity comes upon him, he shall be  
                            unclean seven days, and every bed on which he lies shall be unclean.” 

        Lev 18:19-“You shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual  
                            uncleanness.” 

In the sacrificial system, blood was sacred. A woman’s “uncleanness” during her period was symbolic of 
the value placed on blood. If a Levite unknowingly had intercourse with his wife during her period, he was 
considered unclean for seven days. No further ceremonial cleansing was required other than bathing. 
However, if he knowingly had sexual relations with her while she was menstruating, they both were to be 
“cut off from among their people”. 

Today we are no longer under the Levitical ceremonial law. But God always has a reason for His rules. 
Since we do not know all of God’s reasons, we can only speculate regarding the rationale behind this 
prohibition and what it should mean to us today. The New Testament makes no mention of rules 
concerning having intercourse during a woman's menstruation. Basically, this issue should be decided by 
a wife and husband in the spirit of “mutual agreement.” 

         1 Cor 7:4-5-“For the wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does.  
                               Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.  
                               Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you  
                               may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not 
                               tempt you because of your lack of self-control.” 

DO  LEVITICAL LAWS APPLY TODAY? 

WHY? 

WHY NOT? 

Lev 20:19-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister or of your father's sister, for 
                    that is to make naked one's relative; they shall bear their iniquity.” 

Leviticus 18:12-14 stated: 

         “You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is your father's relative.  

           You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is your mother’s relative.  

           You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother, that is, you shall not approach his 
            wife; she is your aunt.” 
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Those who disobeyed this “Law” regarding sexual relations with “consanguine” (blood relative) aunts 
and uncles were to “bear their iniquity.” They were guilty of a sin and deserved the punishment imposed 
by the court- it was, ipso facto, the Lord’s punishment of the sinner.   

Today, after a trial where the defendant is found guilty of the four elements of a crime, our courts hand 
down a punishment. Because all government is given to us by God, that judicial proceeding and the 
punishment issued is considered to be on par with God’s wishes for a just society. As individuals, we may 
not always agree with all decisions that come forth from our courts; but, as Christians, we are expected  
to abide by them. Even if we chose to disobey a ruling because it is contrary to God’s laws, we still must 
accept the punishment just as Christ accepted His undeserved death on the cross.          

HOW IS GOVERNMENT GIVEN TO US BY GOD? 

WHY SHOULD WE OBEY OUR COURTS? 

WHEN SHOULD WE NOT OBEY OUR COURTS? 

WHY / HOW SHOULD WE ACCEPT PUNISHMENT FROM OUR COURTS? 

Lev 20:20-21-“If a man lies with his uncle's wife, he has uncovered his uncle's nakedness; they shall 
                         bear their sin; they shall die childless.  

                         If a man takes his brother's wife, it is impurity. He has uncovered his brother's  
                         nakedness; they shall be childless.” 

God next gave His “Laws” prohibiting sexual relations with “affine” (relative by marriage) uncles, aunts, 
and sister-in-laws in Leviticus Chapter 18: 

     Lev 18:14-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother, that is, you shall not  
                              approach his wife; she is your aunt.” 

      Lev 18:16-“You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your brother's  
                          nakedness.”  

The penalty for breaking theses rules was something only God could administer- He would make the 
offenders childless. Scholars have debated the meaning of this penalty, but they come down to three 
schools of thought. Either (1) they would have no children from such an unlawful sexual union,  (2) their 
children would die before them, or (3) their offspring would not be regarded as lawfully theirs, nor be 
entitled to any hereditary privileges. In any case, the offenders would be left without heirs- a severe 
punishment in ancient times.  
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Our children are a blessing given to us from God who is the Creator of all life:  

      Psalm 127:3-“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.” 

      Psalm 139:13-16- For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 

                                    I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; 
                                    my soul knows it very well. 
  
                                    My frame was not hidden from you when I was being made in secret, intricately   
                                    woven in the depths of the earth. 

                                   Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of  
                                    them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 

        John 1:3-4-"All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing made that was 
                             made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

God forms a child in the womb and knows each of his or her days. A child is a gift on loan to us from 
God. If God blesses us with children, we are expected to raise them in accordance with His will. It is a 
task not be taken lightly. Someday, He will want them back- after all, they belong to Him in the first 
place. We may think of them as our worldly heirs, but they are really heavenly heirs to God’s Holy 
Kingdom. 

WHY ARE CHILDREN PRECIOUS TO GOD? 

WHY ARE CHILDREN PRECIOUS TO US? 

HOW ARE CHILDREN ONLY “ON LOAN” TO US?  

WHAT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO OUR CHILDREN? 
  
  

Lev 20:22-24-“You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the land 
                          where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out.  

                          And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, 
                          for they did all these things, and therefore I detested them. 

                          But I have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to possess, 
                           a  land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am the Lord your God, who has separated you  
                           from the peoples.” 

God again commanded His people to follow His rules lest the lands He was about to give them “vomit” 
them out. He would clear the land beforehand of all who committed the “detestable” deeds of which His 
people were being warned against. The sinful sexual customs of other nations would not be tolerated. God 
wanted His people to be holy.  
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What happens to Christians when they compromise their values? Does an individual or even the world 
become a better place when God’s will is thwarted? It has been proven time after time that mankind 
degenerates into depravity without restraints. Levitical Law was severe and unbending because God 
needed to show mankind exactly what it took to be holy- it required perfection. It was an impossible 
standard to live by. The Law was designed to demonstrate the need for redemption by another means. 
Jesus offered His life because we can not become holy on our own. We can choose to accept His gift or 
we can choose to be “vomited out” of a land “flowing with milk and honey” that He is preparing for us. 
The choice seems rather simple.     

WHAT IS COMPROMISE? 

WHEN IS IT OK TO COMPROMISE? 

WHEN IS IT NOT OK TO COMPROMISE? 

WHY IS PERFECTION IMPOSSIBLE FOR US ACHIEVE? 

  

   

Lev 20:25-26-“You shall therefore separate the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird  
                          from the clean. You shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by  
                          anything with which the ground crawls, which I have set apart for you to hold unclean.  

                         You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy and have separated you from the 
                          peoples, that you should be mine.” 

Chapter 11 of Leviticus gave God’s rules regarding “clean" and “unclean" foods. They were designed to 
discourage the Israelites from intermingling with other cultures that worshiped false idols and engaged in 
practices contrary to God’s Word. God wanted to keep the Israelites a distinct people. He expected His 
people to follow His rules in the “little” things to make it easier to resist temptation when “big” things 
came along. All of God’s commandments were put in place as stepping stones to a holy life.   

How much easier is it to step over a line once a toe has creeped next to it. We need to follow God’s 
instructions in the “small” things to develop the habit of following Him in the “big” things of life. A habit 
is a repetitive behavior that occurs subconsciously. The more we follow in God’s ways, the easier it 
becomes- the repetition of holy behavior becomes ingrained in our subconscious and righteous decisions 
become less difficult. Following Christ’s footsteps will never lead us astray- His toe never crosses the 
line.    
      

WHY / HOW DOES GOD EXPECT OBEDIENCE IN THE “LITTLE” THINGS? 

WHY / HOW DOES GOD EXPECT OBEDIENCE IN THE “BIG” THINGS? 

WHAT ARE BAD HABITS? 

WHAT ARE GOOD HABITS? 

HOW CAN YOU DEVELOP GOOD HABITS? 
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Lev 20:27-“A man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer shall surely be put to death. They  
                    shall be stoned with stones; their blood shall be upon them.” 

Every man or woman who pretended to disclose future events by means of necromancy was attempting to  
usurp the functions of God. Whereas God earlier warned against seeking out such false “wisdom,” He 
now gave His punishment for those who deceived people by offering necromancy. Those “false prophets” 
who pretended to offer this  “knowledge” (of which they had none) were to receive a severe penalty- 
death by stoning.   

The world is filled with “false prophets” who attempt to deceive us on a daily basis. Unfortunately, we 
too often listen to those whom we want to hear and not to those whom we need to hear. God warns us 
against bending sound doctrine to our own whims:  

        2 Timothy 4:3-4- “For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
                                       itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own  
                                       passions,  

                                       and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.”  

There is only one truth- God’s Truth. Those who teach otherwise are deserving of the punishment they 
will undoubtedly receive by the hand of the all-knowing God, Ruler of the universe.   

WHY ARE FALSE PROPHETS SO DANGEROUS? 

HOW DO YOU DISCERN A FALSE PROPHET? 

WHY DO PEOPLE LISTEN TO FALSE PROPHETS? 

      1 John 4:1- “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
                            whether they are from God, for many false prophets have  
                            gone out into the world.” 

WHY MUST LAWS HAVE  
CONSEQUENCES?
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 21 
  

HOLINESS AND THE PRIESTS 

Leviticus 21:1-24 

1 “And the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them, No one shall 
make himself unclean for the dead among his people,  

2 except for his closest relatives, his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, his brother,  

3 or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she has had no husband; for her he may make 
himself unclean).  

4 He shall not make himself unclean as a husband among his people and so profane himself.  

5 They shall not make bald patches on their heads, nor shave off the edges of their beards, nor make 
any cuts on their body.  

6 They shall be holy to their God and not profane the name of their God. For they offer the Lord's food 
offerings, the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy.  

7 They shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who has been defiled, neither shall they marry a 
woman divorced from her husband, for the priest is holy to his God.  

8 You shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for I, the Lord, 
who sanctify you, am holy.  

9 And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father; she shall be 
burned with fire. 

10 “The priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil is poured and who 
has been consecrated to wear the garments, shall not let the hair of his head hang loose nor tear his 
clothes.  

11 He shall not go in to any dead bodies nor make himself unclean, even for his father or for his 
mother.  

12 He shall not go out of the sanctuary, lest he profane the sanctuary of his God, for the consecration 
of the anointing oil of his God is on him: I am the Lord.  

13 And he shall take a wife in her virginity.  

14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or a woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute, these he shall not 
marry. But he shall take as his wife a virgin of his own people,  

15 that he may not profane his offspring among his people, for I am the Lord who sanctifies him.” 
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16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

17 “Speak to Aaron, saying, None of your offspring throughout their generations who has a blemish 
may approach to offer the bread of his God.  

18 For no one who has a blemish shall draw near, a man blind or lame, or one who has a mutilated 
face or a limb too long,  

19 or a man who has an injured foot or an injured hand,  

20 or a hunchback or a dwarf or a man with a defect in his sight or an itching disease or scabs or 
crushed testicles.  

21 No man of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a blemish shall come near to offer the Lord's 
food offerings; since he has a blemish, he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God.  

22 He may eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy and of the holy things,  

23 but he shall not go through the veil or approach the altar, because he has a blemish, that he may not 
profane my sanctuaries, for I am the Lord who sanctifies them.”  

24 So Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons and to all the people of Israel.” 
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Lev 21:1-“And the Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them, No  
                  one shall make himself unclean for the dead among his people,” 

After giving His general rules of holiness for the general population, God next turned His attention to the 
priesthood. As ministers of the people, they were to be models of both ceremonial and moral purity. The 
sons of Aaron, designated priests not by merit but by lineage, needed their own set of rules to live by to 
keep themselves from defilement. They were in special service to God and needed to keep themselves 
holy as they led other in worship.   

God’s first instructions concerned the preservation of the office of the priesthood. The priests were 
prohibited from becoming “unclean” and thus interrupting their sacred duties. Contact with a corpse, or 
even being near to the place where it lay, brought about ceremonial defilement. All mourners were 
disbarred from the tabernacle for a full week (Nu 19:14). The exclusion of a priest’s services for seven 
days would have caused a disturbance in the maintenance of the altar. Priests were not to defile 
themselves in mourning over the dead except in special  circumstances.  

HOW DOES PERSONAL DEFILEMENT AFFECT OUR MINISTRY FOR GOD? 

HOW LONG HAS YOUR MINISTRY BEEN INTERRUPTED BECAUSE OF YOUR PERSONAL 
MISTAKES?  

WHAT COURSE CORRECTION DO YOU NEED TO GET BACK ON TRACK? 

Lev 21:2-3-“except for his closest relatives, his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, his brother,  

                     or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she has had no husband; for her he may  
                     make himself unclean).” 

God allowed seven exceptions to His general rule regarding mourning by priests. The phrase “except for 
his closest relatives” included his wife and six other specifically mentioned blood relatives. An ordinary 
priest was permitted to temporarily become “unclean” in the mourning of these family members and was 
able to to attend to their funerals. His defilement would then keep him from his priestly duties for seven 
days.  

Should Christians mourn for a loved ones? In the shortest verse in the Bible we are taught that even 
“Jesus wept” (Jn 11:35-).  Jesus cried for His friend Lazarus, who died while Jesus was on the way to 
raise him from the dead! Jesus mourned despite knowing the miraculous outcome that awaited. If it’s 
okay for Jesus to be sorrowful, it’s most certainly okay for us to weep and mourn over our loved ones. 

WHY DID JESUS MOURN? 

WHY DO WE MOURN? 

WHAT DO YOU MOURN? 
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Lev 21:4-“He shall not make himself unclean as a husband among his people and so profane  
                  himself.” 

The "New International Version" translation of this verse is somewhat clearer: 
       
        “He must not make himself unclean for people related to him by marriage, and so defile himself.” 

Other than the seven specific exceptions, a priest was not to defile himself in mourning for other relatives. 
To do so would be to “profane himself”- making himself unfit for sacred service and becoming no more 
capable of administering to the altar than a common person. The priests were to be “set apart.”   

The tabernacle, representing the pure presence of God, was totally devoted to life. By shunning contact 
with the dead, the priests represented God’s opposition to death. Death was an abomination- it had no 
place in God’s original creation. Rather, it originated with the entrance of sin into this world: 

                            Rom 6:23- “The wages of sin is death…” 

As Christians, we are forgiven of our sins and understand that death was never God’s desire for His 
people. We have knowledge of a better place that awaits us. We can grieve for what is lost in death, but 
are able to rejoice at what is gained in future life:   

                            Rom 6:23- “…but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

WHY IS DEATH AN ABOMINATION? 

WHY WAS DEATH NOT IN GOD’S ORIGINAL PLAN? 

WHAT IS ETERNAL LIFE? 

Lev 21:5-“They shall not make bald patches on their heads, nor shave off the edges of their beards,  
                   nor make any cuts on their body.” 

This rule regarding mourning was first issued to the common people: 

       Lev 19:27-28-“You shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard.  

                                You shall not make any cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the 
                                Lord.” 

Cutting the skin and shaving bald spots on the head or beard as a sign of mourning was a common pagan 
practice. Both the lay Israelites and their priests were prohibited from this practice. Even in the mourning 
of their dead, God’s people were to be distinct from the world. 
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Christian rituals of mourning vary- the expression of grief on behalf of a lost loved one is unique and 
personal. But all Christians do have one thing in common- we do not grieve like unbelievers do. 
Christians experience grief without despair, sorrow without defeat, and sadness without hopelessness.  

       1 The 4:13- “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you  
                             may not grieve as others do who have no hope” 

It is good to grieve; but we grieve hopefully because we grieve temporarily. While our Christian loved 
ones have left us, they have not ceased to exist. They have simply gone on ahead to a place Jesus has 
prepared for all of us. They are where we yearn to be. 

      John 14:3-“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that  
                         where I am you may be also.” 

HOW DO YOU EXPRESS MOURNING? 

HOW DOES ONE MOURN HOPEFULLY? 

WHY DO CHRISTIANS GRIEVE ONLY TEMPORARILY? 

Lev 21:6-“They shall be holy to their God and not profane the name of their God. For they offer the  
                  Lord's food offerings, the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy.” 

God demanded His priests be “holy." They were to be “set apart”- not just from other cultures, but from 
ordinary Israelites as well. The priests were entrusted with the responsibility of administering the 
sacrifices to God (“the Lord's food offerings, the bread of their God”) on behalf of the people. Any unholy 
action on their part would tarnish them and would also “profane the name of their God.” At all times, the 
priesthood was to uphold the sacred duty given to them by God Himself. 

Pastors and lay teachers alike have also been “set apart” for the work of God. They have a special 
obligation to not “profane the name of their God.”  James, the half brother of Jesus, gave a profound 
warning to those who teach God’s Word: 

      James 3:1-“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach  
                         will be judged with greater strictness.” 
  

HOW HAVE YOU BEEN “SET APART” FOR THE WORK OF GOD? 

WHAT IS YOUR SACRED DUTY IN THAT WORK? 

DO YOU TAKE YOUR WORK FOR GOD SERIOUSLY ENOUGH? 
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Lev 21:7-“They shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who has been defiled, neither shall they marry  
                   a woman divorced from her husband, for the priest is holy to his God.” 

After giving His Laws prohibiting priestly defilement by contact with death, God presented His 
regulations to preserve the holiness of the priests in the decisions of life- specifically, their choice of a 
spouse. They could not marry a woman who prostituted herself through lust or money; nor could they 
pledge themselves to a  woman who’s virginity had been violated either willingly by enticement or even 
unwillingly by force. Additionally, they were prohibited from marrying a divorced woman. The priests 
were to be holy and devoted to the service of God. They were “set apart” from the common people and 
were to be above reproach; their lives were to be without scandal.   

What does it really mean to be “above reproach?” For Christian leaders, it means that interactions with 
others are to be of such moral quality that they do not bring shame or disgrace to the body of Christ.  
Being “above reproach” is to be free from sinful habits or behaviors that would impede setting the highest 
Christian standard for others to emulate. The apostle Paul said it best:   

      1 Timothy 3:2-“Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober- 
                                 minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach…” 

       Titus 1:7-“For an overseer, as God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or  
                         quick tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain”  

ARE YOU ABOVE REPROACH? 

WHY?  WHY NOT? 

WHAT SINFUL HABITS AND BEHAVIORS DO YOU NEED TO DISCARD? 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME  THE  LEADER GOD WANTS YOU TO BE?  

   

Lev 21:8-“You shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for I,  
                   the Lord, who sanctify you, am holy.” 

The priests were put under the watchful eye of the people- the performance of the priests’ duties was 
their’s to examine. The Israelites were to “sanctify” (“hold in highest esteem”) those priests who were 
above reproach in the obedience of God’s statutes regarding marriage. When the priests acted in 
accordance with their sacred office, the people were to respect their leadership. The priests were in charge 
of the daily sacrifices (“bread of God”) and they were required to be holy because God was holy. The 
priest was expected to care for and revere his flock just as God cared for and sanctified His people.   

How should we show respect to our clerical leaders? How should leaders show respect to those under 
their care? Respect is earned through consistency, responsiveness, forgiveness, and a willingness to admit 
and correct failure. It is demonstrated and gained through honesty- saying what you mean and meaning 
what you say. But, the best way to earn respect is by simply doing what is right in the sight of the God. 
Then, we can be truly sanctified.    
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HOW ARE WE TO EXAMINE OUR LEADERS? 

WHAT IS RESPECT? 

HOW DO YOU EARN THE RESPECT OF OTHERS? 

WHY IS RESPECT SO IMPORTANT? 

Lev 21:9-“And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father; she  
                  shall be burned with fire.” 

The daughter of a priest who profaned herself by whoring was to suffer a severe penalty- death by 
burning. She had the honor of being the daughter of a father who held a sacred office. She had the 
advantage of her father’s teaching. She had even eaten of the holy things in her father's house. Her actions 
brought him disgrace, disparaged his office, and exposed him to censure, reproach, and ridicule. Her 
crime was an affront to both her earthly father and to God.  

Why do many PK’s (“pastor’s kids”) turn away from God and the church? In a Barna Research Group   
report based upon a nationwide sample of over 600 senior pastors of Protestant churches throughout the 
United States, pastors with children over the age of fifteen years said the following is accurate of their 
own children. Forty percent went through a period where they seriously doubted their faith, thirty-three 
percent were no longer actively involved in a church, and seven percent no longer considered themselves 
to be a Christian. This was due to a variety of reasons including the unrealistic expectation placed on 
them, exposure to the negative aspects of the church, faith not being modeled consistently at home, and 
worldly peer pressure.  

PK’s are just like all children. They need to be introduced to Christ early and to be nurtured in a Bible 
centered home. They need good models to emulate.. They need their parent’s time and require their 
support in times of struggles. And they especially need to be loved unconditionally as they make their 
own choices in life. Parents can only do so much- the rest is up to their Godly Father.  

WHAT SPECIAL OBLIGATION COMES WITH PRIVILEGE?  

HOW ARE WE PRIVILEGED? 

HOW SHOULD WE NUTURE OUR CHILDREN IN CHRIST’S WAYS? 
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Lev 21:10-12-“The priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil is poured  
                         and who has been consecrated to wear the garments, shall not let the hair of his head  
                         hang loose nor tear his clothes. 

                         He shall not go in to any dead bodies nor make himself unclean, even for his father or 
                         for his mother.  

                         He shall not go out of the sanctuary, lest he profane the sanctuary of his God, for the  
                         consecration of the anointing oil of his God is on him: I am the Lord.”  

The anointed High Priest (“chief among his brothers”) was to be “set apart” from the rest of the 
priesthood. He  could not “let the hair of his head hang loose nor tear his clothing”- typical expressions 
of Israelite mourning. The outward mourning for even his parents, which was granted to the common 
priests, was denied to the High Priest. He was not to become defiled by death and thus become 
unavailable to the sanctuary. He had to remain ceremonially clean as the intercessor of the people before 
God. His office demanded a superiority in personal holiness. 

Pastors have a unique role to play as leaders of the church body and as mentors to those under them.  
Their position also demands a superiority in personal holiness. When God calls and qualifies a man for 
the ministry, it should be readily apparent to all that God has chosen him for that position of leadership. 
He in turn must do everything in his power to live up to the Biblical expectation set forth by God for this 
sacred role (1 Tim 3:1-16, Titus 1:5-9, and 1 Cor 9:16). He has been ordained (“set in place”) by God to 
further His Word and has a sacred duty to not “profane the sanctuary of his God.”  

WHY MUST PASTORS BE ESPECIALLY CAREFUL IN THEIR BEHAVIOR? 

HOW CAN YOU TELL WHEN GOD HAS CHOSEN SOMEONE FOR LEADERSHIP? 

WHAT ARE GOD’S CRITERIA FOR LEADERSHIP? 

Lev 21:13-15-“And he shall take a wife in her virginity.  

                         A widow, or a divorced woman, or a woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute, these 
                         he shall not marry. But he shall take as his wife a virgin of his own people,  

                         that he may not profane his offspring among his people, for I am the Lord who  
                         sanctifies him.”   

According to Jewish tradition, the High Priest was to assure the virginity of his betrothed by choosing a 
young woman who was not quite ready for marriage (her puberty not fully completed- which was the age 
of twelve years). She had to be the daughter of pure Israelite parents by race and not the daughter of 
proselytes (who ordinary priests were allowed to marry). The High Priest was prohibited from marrying 
“a widow, or a divorced woman, or a woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute.” He was to abstain 
from such marriages and thereby not bring shame upon his offspring by making them unfit to succeed 
him in the priesthood.    

�294



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Choosing a spouse is the second most important decision we make in our lives. It is God who gives the 
gift of a wife or husband. One important question to ask in choosing a spouse is, "What is going to please 
the Lord?" The New Testament criteria for choosing a mate is not as stringent as it was for the High 
Priest; but God’s rules do abound to help in making that decision. Anyone contemplating marriage would 
be wise to seek God’s Biblical guidance first.    

HOW DID YOU CHOOSE YOUR SPOUSE? 

DID YOU USE GOD’S CRITERIA OR YOUR OWN? 

WHAT IS GOD’S CRITERIA FOR CHOOSING A SPOUSE? 

Lev 21:16-17-“ And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                        “Speak to Aaron, saying, None of your offspring throughout their generations who has 
                          a blemish may approach to offer the bread of his God.” 

Priests with personal defects were not allowed to publicly officiate sacrifices on behalf of the people. God 
only allowed perfection in His presence. They could participate in other duties about the sanctuary but 
could not perform the sacred offerings.  

Today, we understand that the priest and the sacrifice were representative of Christ, the great High Priest 
and perfect Sacrificial Lamb. Jesus was holy and without spot or blemish. He offered Himself as the 
ultimate sacrifice for the sins of mankind.   

      Heb 7:22-28-“ This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 
    
                              The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 
                              continuing in office,  

                              but He holds his priesthood permanently, because He continues forever.  

                              Consequently, He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
                              Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

                              For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, innocent,  
                              unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.  

                              He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins  
                              and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all when He offered up 
                              Himself.  

                              For the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, 
                              which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.” 
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HOW IS JESUS THE GREATEST HIGH PRIEST? 

HOW WAS JESUS THE PERFECT SACRIFICE? 

WHY DID JESUS NEED TO BE WITHOUT BLEMISH? 

Lev 21:18-21-“For no one who has a blemish shall draw near, a man blind or lame, or one who has a  
                          mutilated face or a limb too long,  

                          or a man who has an injured foot or an injured hand,  

                          or a hunchback or a dwarf or a man with a defect in his sight or an itching disease or 
                          scabs or crushed testicles.  

                          No man of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a blemish shall come near to offer 
                          the Lord's food offerings; since he has a blemish, he shall not come near to offer the 
                          bread of his God.” 

These verses simply introduce examples of the bodily defects which disqualified the priests for the 
service at the altar. Blemishes of the eyes, scars on the face, imperfections in gait, malformations of bony 
structures, dermatological conditions, and injuries to reproductive organs disqualified the priest from 
offering the sacrifices. The priest was to be as unblemished and holy as possible when he approached God 
on behalf of the people. 

We no longer have any trepidation in approaching God with physical deformities. But it might be wise to 
take a personal inventory of our corrupted actions that stain us and have the potential to inhibit our 
relationship with Him. Sin is the ultimate stain on our souls. Though we are forgiven of those sins with 
the acceptance of Jesus as our Savior, it is still our responsibility to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God. 

      Rom 12:1-2-“ I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a  
                               living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

                                Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  
                               that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
                               and perfect”   

HAVE YOU TAKEN A PERSONAL INVENTORY OF YOUR SINFUL BLEMISHES LATELY? 

WHAT DID YOU DISCOVER? 

HOW DO YOU OFFER YOURSELF AS A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY AND PLEASING TO 
GOD? 
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Lev 21:22-24-“ He may eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy and of the holy things,  

                           but he shall not go through the veil or approach the altar, because he has a blemish,  
                           that he may not profane my sanctuaries, for I am the Lord who sanctifies them.”  

                           So Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons and to all the people of Israel.” 

A priest with a defect was not treated as an outcast, but enjoyed the privileges as a son of Aaron, except in 
regard to active duties. He could be employed in some inferior role about the sanctuary but could not “go 
through the veil or approach the altar.” However, a priest with a physical blemish was not considered to 
be ceremonially “unclean.” Having no inheritance and having no other way of earning his livelihood,  
provision was made that he and his family would not perish because of his physical defect. He was still 
entitled to his share of all tithes and the remains of the most holy meat-offerings, sin-offerings, and  
trespass-offerings. 

God always takes care of His people. We’re all flawed and in need of His perfect provision in our lives. 
Whereas we see ourselves for our imperfections, He sees us for who He wants us to be. He is able to look 
past our blemishes and see only the stainless child of His original creation. His precious gift of life is 
available to all who ask. When we accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, we no longer need to worry about our 
imperfections. All we have to do is pray for God’s provision. 

       Phil 4:6- “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
                        thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” 

DO YOU SEE ONLY YOUR IMPERFECTIONS? 

WHAT DOES GOD SEE IN YOU? 

HOW HAS GOD TAKEN CARE OF YOU? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 22 
  

CONDUCT OF PRIESTS AND THE SACRIFICES 

Leviticus 22:1-33 

1 “And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons so that they abstain from the holy things of the people of Israel, which 
they dedicate to me, so that they do not profane my holy name: I am the Lord.  

3 Say to them, ‘If any one of all your offspring throughout your generations approaches the holy 
things that the people of Israel dedicate to the Lord, while he has an uncleanness, that person shall be 
cut off from my presence: I am the Lord.  

4 None of the offspring of Aaron who has a leprous disease or a discharge may eat of the holy things 
until he is clean. Whoever touches anything that is unclean through contact with the dead or a man 
who has had an emission of semen,  

5 and whoever touches a swarming thing by which he may be made unclean or a person from whom he 
may take uncleanness, whatever his uncleanness may be-  

6 the person who touches such a thing shall be unclean until the evening and shall not eat of the holy 
things unless he has bathed his body in water.  

7 When the sun goes down he shall be clean, and afterward he may eat of the holy things, because they 
are his food.  

8 He shall not eat what dies of itself or is torn by beasts, and so make himself unclean by it: I am the 
Lord. 

9 They shall therefore keep my charge, lest they bear sin for it and die thereby when they profane it: I 
am the Lord who sanctifies them. 

10 “A lay person shall not eat of a holy thing; no foreign guest of the priest or hired worker shall eat of 
a holy thing,  

11 but if a priest buys a slave as his property for money, the slave may eat of it, and anyone born in his 
house may eat of his food.  

12 If a priest's daughter marries a layman, she shall not eat of the contribution of the holy things. 

 13 But if a priest's daughter is widowed or divorced and has no child and returns to her father's 
house, as in her youth, she may eat of her father's food; yet no lay person shall eat of it.  

14 And if anyone eats of a holy thing unintentionally, he shall add the fifth of its value to it and give 
the holy thing to the priest.  
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15 They shall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, which they contribute to the Lord,  

16 and so cause them to bear iniquity and guilt, by eating their holy things: for I am the Lord who 
sanctifies them.” 

17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

18 “Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of the 
house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of their 
vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the Lord,  

19 if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, of the bulls or the sheep or the 
goats.  

20 You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you.  

21 And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord to fulfill a vow or as a freewill 
offering from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be perfect; there shall be no blemish in 
it.  

22 Animals blind or disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or an itch or scabs you shall not offer 
to the Lord or give them to the Lord as a food offering on the altar.  

23 You may present a bull or a lamb that has a part too long or too short for a freewill offering, but for 
a vow offering it cannot be accepted.  

24 Any animal that has its testicles bruised or crushed or torn or cut you shall not offer to the Lord; 
you shall not do it within your land,  

25 neither shall you offer as the bread of your God any such animals gotten from a foreigner. Since 
there is a blemish in them, because of their mutilation, they will not be accepted for you.” 

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

27 “When an ox or sheep or goat is born, it shall remain seven days with its mother, and from the 
eighth day on it shall be acceptable as a food offering to the Lord.  

28 But you shall not kill an ox or a sheep and her young in one day.  

29 And when you sacrifice a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord, you shall sacrifice it so that you may 
be accepted.  

30 It shall be eaten on the same day; you shall leave none of it until morning: I am the Lord. 

31 “So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the Lord.  

32 And you shall not profane my holy name, that I may be sanctified among the people of Israel. I am 
the Lord who sanctifies you,  

33 who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the Lord.” 
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Lev 22:1-2-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                    “Speak to Aaron and his sons so that they abstain from the holy things of the people of  
                      Israel, which they dedicate to me, so that they do not profane my holy name: I am the 
                      Lord.” 

The last chapter concluded by stating those priests who were disqualified from directly serving the altar 
due to deformity were still eligible to eat their portion of the sacrifices. However, they, like all priests, 
were only entitled to that portion because God gave it to them. This chapter discusses conditions that 
disqualified the priest from partaking in the sacred offerings. They were to abstain from “the holy things 
of the people” whenever they became ceremonially “unclean.” God was not to be profaned by a priest’s 
inappropriate dedication of the sacrifices of His people.   

Christians today do not offer animals for sacrifice at the altar; but we do partake of a sacred observance- 
the rite of communion.  The “Lord’s Table” is celebrated by believers in Christ in recognition of His death 
and resurrection. It’s to be received only after a careful self-examination of one’s life and the recognition  
of the need for repentance. Unrepentant sinners should not partake in communion- it profanes God and 
brings judgement.  

      1 Cor 11:23- "For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the  
                             night when He was betrayed took bread,  

                             and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said, “This is My body, which is for 
                             you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 

                             In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new  
                             covenant in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

                             For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until  
                             He comes. 

                             Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner  
                             will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  

                             Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  

                             For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment  
                             on himself.” 

HOW SHOULD YOU APPROACH THE LORD’S TABLE? 

WHY SHOULD YOU DO A SELF- EXAMINATION OF YOUR LIFE BEFORE 
PARTICIPATING? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO CONFESS AND REPENT? 
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Lev 22:3-“Say to them, ‘If any one of all your offspring throughout your generations approaches the  
                  holy things that the people of Israel dedicate to the Lord, while he has an uncleanness, that  
                  person shall be cut off from my presence: I am the Lord.” 

As with all laws, disobedience to God’s Law had consequences. If any defiled priest approached the altar 
to partake of the holy sacrifices in his unclean state, God Himself would banish him from His presence. 
His priests were not exempt from the Law. In fact, they were under a greater duty to observe the Law- 
their priestly station demanded it.  

Aristotle once wrote: "It is more proper that law should govern than any one of the citizens.” No one is 
above the law. Fidelity to the rule of law is the centerpiece of a just society. It means no one is beneath the 
protection of the law and no one is absolved of the obligation to comply with it. Christians  are not above 
the law. In fact, we have a higher duty to follow laws because our station demands it. 

       Romans 13 1-2-“Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except  
                                   that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by  
                                   God.  

                                  Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God  
                                   has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE ABOVE THE LAW? 

WHY IS NO ONE ABOVE THE LAW? 

WHY ARE CHRISTIANS NOT ABOVE THE LAW? 

Lev 22:4-6-“None of the offspring of Aaron who has a leprous disease or a discharge may eat of the 
                      holy things until he is clean. Whoever touches anything that is unclean through contact  
                      with the dead or a man who has had an emission of semen,  

                      and whoever touches a swarming thing by which he may be made unclean or a person 
                      from whom he may take uncleanness, whatever his uncleanness may be-  

                      the person who touches such a thing shall be unclean until the evening and shall not eat 
                      of the holy things unless he has bathed his body in water.” 

The “offspring of Aaron” (the priesthood) were required to follow all Levitical Laws just as any lay 
person. Skin conditions (Lev 13), bodily discharges and emissions (Lev 15), and contact with dead things, 
swarming things, or an unclean person (Lev 11) also made the priest unclean. Like anyone else who 
became unclean, he remained that way until at least the evening. The priest was also not allowed to “eat 
of the holy things” until he ceremonially “bathed his body in water” and cleansed himself of his 
defilement.  
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Our pastors and leaders are subject to the same temptations as any member of the congregation. They live 
in the same contaminated world as everyone else and can be defiled, intentionally or unintentionally, just 
as easily. When they occasionally step into those pools of filth, they also need a path to restore their 
cleanliness. God gave His Levitical priests a way back to fellowship with Him; shouldn’t we be just as 
forgiving of our clergy when they repent? 

WHAT CESSPOOLS HAVE YOU STEPPED IN? 

WHAT CESSPOOLS CAN CLERGY STEP IN? 

ARE YOU FORGIVING OF OTHERS? 

Lev 22:7-“When the sun goes down he shall be clean, and afterward he may eat of the holy things,  
                  because they are his food.” 

After sunset, when his ceremonial cleansing from defilement was completed, the priest was again allowed 
to “ eat of the holy things.” God designated a portion of certain sacrifices for the sustenance of the priests.  
Until they were clean, they could neither participate in the offering of the sacrifices, nor eat from their 
share of what remained. God demanded holiness, not just in worship at His altar, but also at the table 
where the food He provided for them was consumed. God wanted them to understand that they were 
dependent upon Him for their sustenance - both spiritually and physically.  

Christians also need to acknowledge that their sustenance comes from God. Whether in worship at church 
or around the dinner table at night, we should thank God for the blessings He has bestowed upon us. The  
common act of "saying grace" before a meal is an acknowledgement of our dependence on God and a 
simple way of giving thanks to Him for meeting our needs. The word "grace" means undeserved merit or 
favor. We are certainly undeserving of God’s blessings; but because God is gracious and loving, He 
provides for us anyway. We should be ever mindful of our dependence upon Him. 

DO YOU SAY GRACE? 

WHY? 

WHAT DO YOU DESERVE? 

WHAT GRACE HAVE YOU RECEIVED? 
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Lev 22:8-9-“He shall not eat what dies of itself or is torn by beasts, and so make himself unclean by it:  
                      I  am the Lord. 

                     They shall therefore keep my charge, lest they bear sin for it and die thereby when they 
                      profane it: I am the Lord who sanctifies them.” 

This Law was first given to all of the inhabitants of the young nation: 

         Lev 17:15-16-“And every person who eats what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts, whether he 
                                   is a native or a sojourner, shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be  
                                   unclean until the evening; then he shall be clean.” 

It was presented in conjunction with God’s prohibition against eating blood (as the blood could not be 
fully drained from an animal that had died of unknown causes or had been torn apart by another beast): 

         Lev 17:11-12-“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar to  
                                  make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life.  

                                  Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, 
                                  neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood.” 
  
Eating unclean food made a priest unclean. Because they were especially knowledgable of the Law, the 
priests understood they had a sacred duty to follow the Law- not just to keep themselves holy, but also to 
protect the holiness of the sanctuary. If they defiled the sanctuary with uncleanliness, they were to “bear 
sin for it and die.” Keeping God’s sanctuary holy was serious business indeed.  
  
Too many of our churches have been defiled with selfishness, greed, and false teachings. How should we 
keep our places of worship clean? The answer is once again found in our Bible. As Paul explained to 
Titus, false teachers must be recognized, resisted, and rebuked.   

      Titus 1:10-16-“ For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, especially  
                                those of the circumcision party.  

                               They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for  
                                shameful gain what they ought not to teach.  

                                One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil 
                                beasts, lazy gluttons.” 

                              This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the  
                                faith,  

                                not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who turn away 
                                from the truth.  

                               To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but  
                                both their minds and their consciences are defiled.  

                               They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are detestable,  
                                disobedient, unfit for any good work.” 
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HOW DO YOU RECOGNIZE FALSE TEACHING? 

HOW DO YOU RESIST FALSE TEACHING? 

HOW DO YOU REBUKE FALSE TEACHING? 

Lev 22:10-“A lay person shall not eat of a holy thing; no foreign guest of the priest or hired worker 
                    shall eat of a holy thing,” 

The portion of the sacrifice designated for the support of the officiating priests was for the exclusive use 
of his own family. Temporary guests or hired servants were not at liberty to join them in eating what God 
had assigned to only the priest and his family. God “set apart” the priest and his family and allowed them 
to partake of the sacrifice; but no stranger was to “eat of a holy thing.”  

Being a part of the family of God is the greatest blessing bestowed upon believers. Though God desires to 
help everyone, there is one thing that He will only share with His family- His Eternal Kingdom. Only 
those who believe in Jesus and accept His sacrifice for their sins are reconciled to God and adopted into 
His family (John 1:12–13). When we confess our sins and place our faith and trust in Jesus, we are born 
into God’s kingdom as His children and become heirs with Him for eternity. His Eternal Kingdom is for 
“family members” only- no “strangers” are allowed.   

WHAT SHOULD CHRISTIANS SHARE WITH “STRANGERS?" 

WHAT IS GOD WILLING TO SHARE WITH “STRANGERS?” 

WHY WILL GOD NOT  SHARE EVERYTHING WITH “STRANGERS?" 

Lev 22:11-“but if a priest buys a slave as his property for money, the slave may eat of it, and anyone 
                    born in his house may eat of his food.” 

Slavery and indentured servitude were common in Old Testament times- even priests participated in these 
practices. As these servants were considered to be under the umbrella of the priest’s familial obligation, 
they were entitled to share in their portions of the sacrifice. They were to be treated as part of an extended 
family. This included the children of slaves and of indentured servants as well.   

The Old Testament differentiated between two categories of slaves- Hebrew “slaves” and non-Hebrew 
slaves. Each was subject to different regulations. Actually, no Hebrew could become a true slave as the 
word is typically understood. Hebrews could only sell themselves as a “slave” (indentured servant) for a 
six-year period to eliminate their debts, after which they could go free. 

      Ex 21:1-2“Now these are the rules that you shall set before them. 

                       When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out 
                        free, for nothing.” 
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      Deut 15:12- “If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he shall serve you 
                            six years, and in the seventh year you shall let him go free from you.  

                           And when you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty-handed. 

                      You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing floor, and out of  
                           your winepress. As the Lord your God has blessed you, you shall give to him. 

                      You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God  
                           redeemed you; therefore I command you this today.” 

Non-Hebrew slaves, on the other hand, were subjected to slavery in exactly the way that it is usually 
understood. These slaves could be bought (from foreign nations or foreigners), sold, and inherited when 
their owner died. 

      Lev 25:44-46-“As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and  
                                female slaves from among the nations that are around you. 

                               You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with you and their clans that 
                                are with you, who have been born in your land, and they may be your property.  

                               You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a possession forever. You  
                                may make slaves of them, but over your brothers the people of Israel you shall not  
                                rule, one over another ruthlessly.” 

It’s clear from the New Testament that slavery was also a basic part of the social and economic structure 
of the Roman Empire. Many Christians were slaves. Early Christians regarded slaves who converted to 
Christianity as spiritually free men, brothers in Christ, receiving the same portion of the inheritance of 
Christ's Kingdom. 

Fortunately, there is no longer slavery in our country. Unfortunately, this is not true of other regions of the 
world. As Christians, we should lead the effort to eliminate this oppression. God’s desire for mankind is 
that all would be equal under the common banner of Christ. 

      Gal 3:28-“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and  
                        female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

WHY IS SLAVERY AGAINST GOD’S PLAN FOR MANKIND? 

WHY DID GOD ALLOW SLAVERY IN ANCIENT TIMES? 

WHAT KINDS OF SLAVERY EXIST TODAY? 

 WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT SLAVERY TODAY? 
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Lev 22:12-13-“ If a priest's daughter marries a layman, she shall not eat of the contribution of the holy 
                          things. 

                          But if a priest's daughter is widowed or divorced and has no child and returns to her 
                          father's house, as in her youth, she may eat of her father's food; yet no lay person shall 
                          eat of it.” 

A priest’s daughter who married outside of the descendants of Aaron (outside the priesthood) ceased to be 
part of the immediate family and lost her right to partake of the “holy things.” Her sustenance was to 
come from her husband. However, if she became widowed while childless, she could be reinstated to her 
father’s household and eat from his portion of the sacrifice. But if she became a mother, her children were 
responsible for her care and she could not eat from her father’s allocation. 

Family should take care of family. We are even exhorted that it is a denial of our faith to not take care of 
our families.   

     1 Tim 5:8-“But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his  
                        household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” 

However, there comes a time when a child should eventually leave the nest and starts his or her own 
family.  

      Gen 2:24-“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall  
                        become one flesh.”  

God ordained this constant regeneration of the family structure. Immediate family members are to take 
care of their own- parents and children alike.  

      1 Tim 5:3-4-“Honor widows who are truly widows.  

                           But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness to 
                           their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing in the 
                           sight of God.” 

WHY SHOULD YOU TAKE CARE OF YOUR FAMILY? 

HOW SHOULD YOU TAKE CARE OF YOUR FAMILY? 

WHO IS YOUR FAMILY? 
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Lev 22:14-16-“And if anyone eats of a holy thing unintentionally, he shall add the fifth of its value to it  
                         and give the holy thing to the priest.  

                         They shall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, which they contribute to 
                         the Lord,  

                         and so cause them to bear iniquity and guilt, by eating their holy things: for I am the  
                         Lord who sanctifies them.” 

Leviticus Chapters 4 and 5 discussed “unintentional sin.” The idea of “unintentional sin” referred to sin 
caused by straying or by accident. It required a sacrificial Guilt Offering and a monetary fine.  

      Lev 5:14-16-“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                             If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of  
                             the Lord, he shall bring to the Lord as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of  
                             the flock, valued in silver shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt  
                             offering. 

                             He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and shall 
                             add a fifth to it and give it to the priest. And the priest shall make atonement for him  
                             with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.” 

On the other hand, “intentional sin” was the openly defiant unrepentant rebellion against God Himself. 
Literally, it meant to “sin with a high hand” or to sin “boldly.” There was no sacrificial atonement 
available for the one whose heart was so defiantly turned against the Lord: 

      Nu 15:30-31- “But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a  
                               sojourner, reviles the Lord, and that person shall be cut off from among his people. 
  
                               Because he has despised the word of the Lord and has broken his commandment, that  
                               person shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be on him.” 

We all make mistakes from time to time. Sometimes we stray from God’s Word by accident; sometimes 
we disobey due to the selfish desires of our heart. With true repentance, both can be forgiven. But when 
we intentionally and defiantly “sin with a high hand”  against God Himself, the penalty is severe. It “cuts 
us off” from His presence and leaves us in a cesspool of our own iniquity. We should be careful to not 
“profane” His “holy things.” He is a forgiving God; but He is also our God to be feared.    

      Deut 10:12 -“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your  
                            God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart  
                            and with all your soul” 

HOW  HAVE YOU UNINTENTIONALLY SINNED? 

HOW HAVE YOU INTENTIONALLY SINNED? 

DO YOU FEAR GOD? WHY? 
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Lev 22:17-20-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                       “Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, When any one 
                         of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offering as his  
                         offering, for any of their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the Lord,  

                        if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, of the bulls or the sheep  
                        or the goats.  

                        You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you.” 

A Burnt Offering was a voluntary act of worship for either atonement of “unintentional sin” or as an 
expression of one’s complete commitment and surrender to God. An unblemished bull or ram (or a dove 
or young pigeon for the poor) was wholly consumed on the altar during the sacrifice.   

A Freewill  Offering could be offered as either a Burnt Offering or as a Fellowship / Peace Offering. It 
was a voluntary sacrifice offered to express devotion or thankfulness to God for some unexpected 
blessing. When presented as an offering at the altar, it also required an unblemished animal to be 
sacrificed.  

Earlier, in the Book of Exodus, the Lord commanded another type of freewill offering from the people.  

      Ex 10:4-29-  “Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing that the  
                             Lord has commanded. Take from among you a contribution to the Lord. Whoever is of a 
                             generous heart, let him bring the Lord's contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; blue and  
                             purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats' hair,  tanned rams' skins, and 
                             goatskins; acacia wood,  oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the  
                             fragrant incense, and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the  
                             breastpiece. 

                            “Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the Lord has  
                              commanded: 

                              the tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars,  
                              and its bases; the ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the veil of the screen; the table  
                              with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; the lampstand also for 
                              the light; with its utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; and the altar of  
                              incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the screen  
                              for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; the altar of burnt offering, with its grating 
                              of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin and its stand; the hangings of the  
                              court, its pillars and its bases,and the screen for the gate of the court; the pegs of the  
                              tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their cords; the finely worked garments for  
                              ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments 
                              of his sons, for their service as priests.” 

                              Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 
             
                              And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved 
                               him, and brought the Lord's contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all  
                               its service, and for the holy garments.  
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                               So they came, both men and women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches 
                               and earrings and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, every man  
                               dedicating an offering of gold to the Lord. And every one who possessed blue or  
                               purple or scarlet yarns or fine linen or goats' hair or tanned rams' skins or goatskins  
                               brought them. Everyone who could make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it  
                               as the Lord's contribution. And every one who possessed acacia wood of any use in the 
                               work brought it.  And every skillful woman spun with her hands, and they all brought  
                               what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. All the  
                               women whose hearts stirred them to use their skill spun the goats' hair.  

                               And the leaders brought onyx stones and stones to be set, for the ephod and for the 
                               breastpiece, and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the  
                               fragrant incense.   

                              All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to bring  
                              anything for the work that the Lord had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as  
                              a freewill offering to the Lord.” 

Today, God doesn’t demand offerings of animals; but He does expect we give Him only our very best. We 
can present ourselves unblemished because Jesus’ sacrifice made us that way in His sight. God wants us 
to offer ourselves as a voluntary expression of devotion and thankfulness to Him for our unexpected 
blessing. Just as the Israelites of Exodus gave their time, skills, and resources as a freewill offering to  
build the tabernacle, we should offer ourselves to build the body of Christ. Our hearts should move us to 
do “the work that the Lord had commanded.”      

      Matthew 28:19-20-“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the  
                                       Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

                                       teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with  
                                       you always, to the end of the age.” 

WHAT IS YOUR FREEWILL OFFERING TO GOD? 

HOW CAN YOU OFFER YOURSELF VOLUNTARILY AND THANKFULLY TO GOD? 

WHAT TIME, SKILLS, AND RESOURCES CAN YOU GIVE TO THE BUILDING OF THE 
BODY OF CHRIST? 
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Lev 22:21-25-“And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord to fulfill a vow or as 
                          a freewill offering from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be perfect;  
                          there shall be no blemish in it.  

                          Animals blind or disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or an itch or scabs you  
                          shall not offer to the Lord or give them to the Lord as a food offering on the altar.  

                          You may present a bull or a lamb that has a part too long or too short for a freewill  
                          offering, but for a vow offering it cannot be accepted.  

                           Any animal that has its testicles bruised or crushed or torn or cut you shall not offer to 
                           the Lord; you shall not do it within your land,  

                          neither shall you offer as the bread of your God any such animals gotten from a 
                          foreigner. Since there is a blemish in them, because of their mutilation, they will not be  
                          accepted for you.” 

Imperfection was not accepted by God. Whether the animal came from the herds and flocks of the 
Israelites or purchased from those of foreigners, it had to be without blemish. Just because a foreigner 
(and not an Israelite) may have castrated the animal before purchase, an Israelite still could not skirt the 
Law and present it as a sacrifice. To do so was a transgression of the intent of the Law - the worshipper  
was to present only perfection to God.   

How often do we attempt to skirt the law? How many times have we used faulty tortured arguments 
trying to avoid the rules without truly breaking them? How many people have fallen over the edge of the 
Grand Canyon because they thought that they could “get away with” not following the posted warnings? 
It’s in our fallen nature to go around the edges of rules and regulations. But there is no “getting away with 
it” with God- He sees all, hears all, and knows all. Wouldn’t it much simpler and safer to just do what He 
says?   

HAVE YOU EVER TRIED TO SKIRT THE LAW? 

HOW?  WHY? 

HAVE YOU TRIED TO SKIRT GOD’S LAW? 

HOW?  WHY? 

DID YOU REALLY THINK YOU COULD GET AWAY WITH IT? 

HOW?  WHY? 
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Lev 22:27-28-“When an ox or sheep or goat is born, it shall remain seven days with its mother, and  
                         from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as a food offering to the Lord.  

                         But you shall not kill an ox or a sheep and her young in one day.” 

Newborn human infants, due to their weakened condition, were not to be circumcised until the eighth day 
after their birth. Likewise, an animal could not be offered for sacrifice until its eighth day. An extremely 
weakened newborn animal was unfit for both consumption by humans and as an offering for God’s 
“food.”  Additionally, God prohibited the slaughter of a mother ox or sheep and her offspring on the same 
day. This was to be a reminder of the sacred relationship that should exist between a mother and child. It 
was also a demonstration of God’s mercy.  

When we were first reborn in Christ, we were in a weakened state- we needed time to grow and mature. 
As spiritual infants, we were receivers, not givers; we needed milk before partaking of solid food. The 
apostle Paul understood that some of his followers were still spiritual babes in the woods: 

      1 Cor 3:1-2-“But I, brothers could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as 
                            infants in Christ.  

                           I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are 
                           not yet ready,”  

Just as God gave His Son years to physically mature on this earth before allowing Him to save the world,  
it takes time for us to spiritually mature. We are saved immediately upon accepting Christ’s sacrifice 
(“justification”), but it takes time to be changed by God to free us from sinful habits and form us into 
Christ’s image (“sanctification”). Paul warned against giving a new believer too much responsibility 
before he is spiritually ready.  

      1 Tim 3:6-“He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the  
                         condemnation of the devil."   

We do eventually need to stop just being receivers of God’s Word, and to start to become givers of His 
“good news.” But new believers all need time to build up their strength to be ready for the struggles that 
come with following Christ. Paul knew those strength sapping struggles only too well. 

      2 Cor 11:24-30- “Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one.  

                                  Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was  
                                  shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea;  

                                  on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my  
                                  own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness,  
                                  danger at sea, danger from false brothers;  

                                  in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often  
                                  without food, in cold and exposure.  
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                                  And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all 
                                  the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not  
                                  indignant? 

                                  If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.” 

WHY DO BABES IN CHRIST NEED TIME TO MATURE? 

WHY DID YOU NEED TIME AS A NEW BELIEVER? 

WHY DOES A NEW BELIEVER NEED TO  BUILD UP  STRENGTH FOR WHAT IS TO 
COME? 

HOW DOES ONE GAIN STRENGTH? 

Lev 22:29-30-“And when you sacrifice a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord, you shall sacrifice it so  
                         that you may be accepted.  

                         It shall be eaten on the same day; you shall leave none of it until morning: I am the 
                         Lord.” 

As previously described in Leviticus Chapter Three, there were three subcategories of the Fellowship / 
Peace Offering- the Thanksgiving Offering, the Votive Offering, and the Freewill Offering. The 
Thanksgiving Offering was the most common- it was an acknowledgement to others of God’s answer to 
prayer.   

When the priest offered a Thanksgiving Offering of an animal from the herd or flock (bull, cow, or sheep), 
he also offered unleavened loaves or wafers of fine grain mixed with olive oil. The offerer  was instructed 
to also bring loaves of leavened bread. One loaf was offered to the Lord  and  and the rest was distributed 
to the priest for food. The remaining animal left over after God took His memorial portion was to be 
entirely eaten as a shared communal meal on the same day that it was offered.  

      Lev 7:11-15- “And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD.  

                                            If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice 
                             unleavened loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of 
                             fine flour well mixed with oil. 

                             With the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with  
                             loaves of leavened bread.  

                                           And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a gift to the LORD. It shall  
                             belong to the priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings.  

                              And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten on 
                              the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning.”  
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God is not just concerned with what is being offered but also how it is offered. We need to be careful that 
what we offer to God is given in such a manner it would be acceptable to Him. Giving our gifts, talents, 
time, and energy are not enough if given in the wrong way. Just as the Israelites of old were instructed in 
the proper manner of offering a sacrifice, God has given us a mandate as well. 

        2 Cor 9:7-“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
                           for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

WHY IS THE “”HOW” MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE “WHAT?” 

DO YOU FOLLOW GOD’S RULES RELUCTANTLY? 

DO YOU FOLLOW GOD’S RULES UNDER COMPULSION? 

HOW?  WHY? 

HOW CAN YOU FOLLOW GOD’S RULES CHEERFULLY?  

HOW CAN YOU GIVE TO GOD CHEERFULLY?  

Lev 22:31-33-“So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the Lord.  

                         And you shall not profane my holy name, that I may be sanctified among the people of 
                         Israel. I am the Lord who sanctifies you,  

                         who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the Lord.” 

The chapter ends with a straight forward mandate- “So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I 
am the Lord.” There was no ambiguity in God’s statement. He was their Lord who brought them out of 
Egypt. He was their Lord who sanctified them. He was their Lord who would not be profaned. He was to 
be obeyed at all times and at all cost. He was the Lord. Period- end of statement.   

We need to keep God’s commandments  There is no ambiguity in what He expects of us. He is our Lord 
who brought us out of our spiritual exile. He is our Lord who sanctified us. He is our Lord who will not 
be profaned. He is to be obeyed at all times and at all cost. He is the Lord. Period- end of statement.   

WHAT ARE GOD’S COMMANDMENTS? 

WHAT EXILE DID GOD DELIVER YOU FROM? 

HOW IS GOD SANCTIFYING YOU? 

HOW?  WHY? 

ARE YOU READY TO FOLLOW CHRIST AT ALL TIMES AND AT ALL COSTS? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 23 
  

 FEASTS OF THE LORD 

Leviticus 23:1-44 

1 “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, These are the appointed feasts of the Lord that you 
shall proclaim as holy convocations; they are my appointed feasts. 

The Sabbath 

3 “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. 
You shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the Lord in all your dwelling places. 

The Passover 

4 “These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, the holy convocations, which you shall proclaim at the 
time appointed for them.  

5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight, is the Lord's Passover.  

The Feast of Unleavened Bread 

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; for seven 
days you shall eat unleavened bread.  

7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.  

8 But you shall present a food offering to the Lord for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy 
convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.” 

The Feast of Firstfruits 

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

10 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give you and 
reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest,  

11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the 
Sabbath the priest shall wave it.  

12 And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year old without blemish as 
a burnt offering to the Lord.  
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13 And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, a food 
offering to the Lord with a pleasing aroma, and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a 
hin. 

 14 And you shall eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until you have 
brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings. 

The Feast of Weeks 

15 “You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the 
sheaf of the wave offering.  

16 You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a grain 
offering of new grain to the Lord.  

17 You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an 
ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as firstfruits to the Lord.  

18 And you shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, and one bull from the 
herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the Lord, with their grain offering and their drink 
offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord.  

19 And you shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of 
peace offerings.  

20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the Lord, 
with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the Lord for the priest.  

21 And you shall make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy convocation. You shall 
not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling places throughout your 
generations. 

22 “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, nor 
shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 
sojourner: I am the Lord your God.” 

The Feast of Trumpets 

23 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

24 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall 
observe a day of solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy convocation.  

25 You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall present a food offering to the Lord.” 

The Day of Atonement 

26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

27 “Now on the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be for you a time of 
holy convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves[d] and present a food offering to the Lord.  
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28 And you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to make atonement for 
you before the Lord your God.  

29 For whoever is not afflicted[e] on that very day shall be cut off from his people.  

30 And whoever does any work on that very day, that person I will destroy from among his people.  

31 You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwelling 
places.  

32 It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves. On the ninth day of the 
month beginning at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep your Sabbath.” 

The Feast of Booths 

33 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

34 “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for seven days 
is the Feast of Booths[f] to the Lord.  

35 On the first day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.  

36 For seven days you shall present food offerings to the Lord. On the eighth day you shall hold a holy 
convocation and present a food offering to the Lord. It is a solemn assembly; you shall not do any 
ordinary work. 

37 “These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, 
for presenting to the Lord food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink 
offerings, each on its proper day,  

38 besides the Lord's Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all 
your freewill offerings, which you give to the Lord. 

39 “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you 
shall celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the 
eighth day shall be a solemn rest.  

40 And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of 
leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven days.  

41 You shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever 
throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month.  

42 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths,  

43 that your generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 

44 Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the Lord.” 
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Lev 23:1-2- “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                     “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, These are the appointed feasts of the Lord 
                      that you shall proclaim as holy convocations; they are my appointed feasts.” 

God was about to designate “appointed gatherings” (“feasts”) that were to be observed by all of His 
people. On these days, the congregation was to come together for communal worship and celebration of 
the Lord.  These annual events were to be fixed on their calendars. They were holy- appointed by God 
Himself.   

Most of the feasts were celebrated locally with family, friends, and acquaintances. However, three were 
“pilgrimage feasts,” where all Israelites had to travel to assemble together in a designated place on a 
yearly basis. The feasts of (1) “Chag Hamatzot” (“Feast of Unleavened Bread"), (2) “Shavuot” (“Feast of 
Weeks” or “First Fruits Harvest”), and (3) “Sukkot” (“Feast of Tabernacles”- also known as Chag HaAsif, 
the “Festival of Ingathering") required all Jewish men to leave their homes for a period of time to 
pilgrimage together and worship God before the tabernacle.       

      Ex 23:14-17 -“Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to me.  

                              You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you, you shall eat 
                              unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in it  
                              you came out of Egypt. None shall appear before me empty-handed.  

                              You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in 
                              the field. You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you  
                              gather in from the field the fruit of your labor.  

                                                 Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord GOD.” 

WHAT IS A FEAST? 

WHAT FEASTS DO YOU CELEBRATE? 

WHY? 

Lev 23:3-“Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy  
                  convocation. You shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the Lord in all your dwelling places.” 

The Sabbath (a weekly event as opposed to an annual time of worship) was proclaimed by God as His 
fourth Commandment: 

      Ex 20:8-11-“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  

                           Six days you shall labor, and do all your work,  

                           but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, 
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                           you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your 
                           livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates.  

                           For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and  
                           rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 

God demanded three things regarding the Sabbath- (1) no work was to be performed on the Sabbath, (2) 
the day was to be set apart as holy, and (3) the Sabbath was to be observed throughout the land in all 
dwelling places once a week. It was a day of rest- just as God “rested on the seventh day”(Gen 2:1-3). 
Whereas, on Feast days, both Israelites and sojourners in their land were to refrain from work to 
celebrate, on the Sabbath, they were to refrain from work to rest. It was one day in seven that was to be 
different from their normal routine. They were to cease work and be refreshed in body and soul while 
spending time worshiping God. Throughout Jewish history, that day was  traditionally on Saturday.      

Does God proclaim a day of rest for us today? When should that day be? What should it look like? Is 
going to church required every week? These are questions many Christians ask, but are often presented 
with various answers. There is one thing of which we can be certain- according to our Bible, our Lord 
does have a day: 

      Rev 1:10-“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet”  

Two early texts,“The Didache” (the oldest extra-Biblical Christian document known to exist) and first 
century church father Ignattius’ “Letter to the Magnesians” confirm the understanding that the “Lord’s 
day” (in early Christian history) referred to Sunday- the “first day of the week.” Christians celebrated it 
on the first day of the week because that was the day on which Christ arose from the dead. It was a day set 
aside to honor Jesus and to commemorate His death and resurrection.  

      Acts 20:7- “On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul  
                                talked with them, intending to depart on the next day, and he prolonged his speech  
                                until midnight.”) 

      1 Cor 16:2- “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, 
                                  as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come”) 

As Christians, we’re no longer under the law, but under grace. When it comes to the “Sabbath,” we  
should not observe it legalistically, but joyfully. The Lord’s Day is a gift from God- one day each week set 
aside from our hectic lives to rest and worship Him. We should use it to reflect on who God is and what 
He has given us. It should be a time to gather as believers, to read God’s Word, to pray, and to consider 
whether our lives are pleasing to Him.  

DO YOU “REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY?” 

WHY? 

HOW? 
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Lev 23:4-5-“These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, the holy convocations, which you shall  
                      proclaim at the time appointed for them.  

                     In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight, is the Lord's Passover.” 

For more than four hundred years, the Jews lived as slaves in Egypt. God sent Moses to free His people 
from the tyranny of Pharaoh; but the ruler had refused. In an effort to bring clarity to the situation, God 
inflicted a series of plagues upon Egypt and their false deities. When Pharaoh continued to resist,  Moses 
decreed God’s tenth and final plague- all of the first born children in the land would die unless they were 
under His protection.  

In Exodus 12:1-14, God outlined very specific steps each Israelite had to perform in order to save their 
children:  

      “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,  

            This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you.  

           Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb  
         according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household.  

            And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to 
        the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb.  

         Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the  
         goats,  

         and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the  
         congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 

           “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses 
         in which they eat it.  

              They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they 
          shall eat it.  

          Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 

         And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you 
         shall burn.  

         In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
         your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover.  

         For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of 
         Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.  

           The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
         over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 

       “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD;  
         throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 
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The Israelites obeyed God’s commands and their children 
were saved; but the rest of Egypt was not as fortunate. After 
the death of his own firstborn son, Pharaoh finally 
capitulated and agreed (though only temporarily) to release 
God’s people. Over a million former slaves followed Moses 
out of Egypt on a journey that would last forty years. From 
that day forward, the Jewish “religious” calendar began 
with the month in which the Passover occurred (March-
April today). That month was called “Abib" in the 
Pentateuch (Exodus 13:4; Exodus 23:15; Deuteronomy 
16:1), and “Nisan” in later books (Nehemiah 2:1; Esther 
3:7).  

Prior to the Exodus and the establishment of this new religious calendar, the Israelites utilized their civil 
(agricultural) calendar based on harvest times. After the Exodus, they followed both calendars- the 
religious and the agricultural. Hence, the Israelites observed two New Years- the religious New Year in 
Nisan (March-April) and the civil New Year (September-October- around the Feast of Trumpets). Since 
both calendars were based on lunar cycles (and not solar cycles as does our present day Gregorian 
calendar), the Jewish Holy Days appear to change dates each year on our secular calendars. In the Bible, 
the religious calendar is used for all dating.     

 ` 
Today, Jews around the world annually celebrate the Passover (“Pesach”) with a prescribed home service 
called “Seder” (which simply means “Order”). The proper conduct of “Seder” is outlined in the 
“Haggadah”- a book of prayers, songs, and narrative readings commemorating the Passover. The 
“Seder” dinner incorporates a roasted lamb, the matzah” (unleavened bread), and bitter herbs to 
memorialize the evening meal prescribed by God on the night before the original Passover occurred.  
Having been celebrated for well over 3,500 years, Passover is the oldest continually observed feast in 
existence.  

Passover foreshadowed the Jewish Messiah as the true Passover Lamb. Jesus is that Messiah. He’s the 
innocent lamb who shed His blood to provide deliverance from sin. He took on the bitter judgement of 
God in order to save mankind. Perhaps we should celebrate our own yearly Christian “Seder” as a 
reminder of that great gift.   

HAVE YOU EVER ATTENDED A JEWISH SEDER? 

HAVE YOU EVER ATTENDED A CHRISTIAN SEDER? 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE? 

HOW IS JESUS THE TRUE PASSOVER LAMB? 
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Lev 23:6-8-“And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord;    
                     for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.  

                     On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.  

                     But you shall present a food offering to the Lord for seven days. On the seventh day is a  
                     holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.”  

The Feast of Unleavened Bread began on the very next day after the Passover- on the fifteenth day of the  
month of Nissan (March/April). It lasted seven days and was the first of the “pilgrimage feasts.” It was to 
be a reminder of the Israelites’ hurried deliverance from Egypt where there was not even enough time for 
bread to rise.  

In Exodus 12:15-28, God prescribed this feast prior to the Israelite’s deliverance out of Egypt: 

        “Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your 
          houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person 
          shall be cut off from Israel.  

          On the first day you shall hold a holy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly. No work  
          shall be done on those days. But what everyone needs to eat, that alone may be prepared by you.  

          And you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your hosts out 
          of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute 
          forever.  

            In the first month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread  
         until the twenty-first day of the month at evening.  

              For seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses. If anyone eats what is leavened, that person 
         will be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a native of the land.  

           You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.” 

          Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for yourselves  
          according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb.  

          Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two 
          doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until  
          the morning.  

              For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on gthe lintel 
          and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and jwill not allow the destroyer to  
          enter your houses to strike you.  

          You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever.      

              And when you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this 
         service.  

          And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’  
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          you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD's Passover, for he passed over the houses of the  
          people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the people  
         bowed their heads and worshiped. 

          Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they 
          did.” 

In Scripture, three instructions were given regarding this week long celebration of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread- (1) the Sabbath day, on which no work was to be performed, was the first and seventh 
days of the feast., (2) special sacrifices were to be offered each day [Lev 23:8, Num 28:19-24], and (3) 
leaven was strictly prohibited from being eaten or even being present in the house during this feast.  

Today, the Passover Feast and the Feast of Unleavened Bread are often observed as one continuous 
ceremony and are simply referred to as Passover. On the night of Passover eve, observant Jewish 
households remove all leaven from their homes and begin the celebration with the “Bedikat Hametz..” 
This “Search for Leaven” is a ceremony where children follow their father around the house as he (using 
a wooden spoon and goose feather) sweeps up any remaining leaven. The leaven, spoon, and feather are 
then tied together in a cloth and are burned the next morning. For the next seven days, no leaven is 
present in the home as they commemorate their Exodus from Egyptian slavery.                  

Throughout the Bible, leaven is often used as a symbol for sin. 

      Mat 16:6-“Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”   

      Mk 8:15-“And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the  
                       leaven of Herod.” 

      Gal 5:9-“A  little leaven leavens the whole lump” 

For Christians, just as the Passover Feast commemorates the substitutionary death of the Messiah as the 
"Passover Lamb”, the Feast of Unleavened Bread celebrates His conquering of sin. Jesus was the 
unblemished, sinless (without leaven) sacrifice. We are instructed to celebrate His sacrifice in a spirit of 
sincerity and truth: 

      1 Cor 5:7-8-“Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. 
                            For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  

                           Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and 
                           evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”   

HOW HAVE CHRISTIANS BEEN “UNLEAVENED?” 

WHY SHOULD WE CELEBRATE THE “FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD” TODAY? 

HOW SHOULD WE CELEBRATE WITH SINCERITY AND TRUTH? 

�324



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 23:9-14-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                      “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give  
                        you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the 
                        priest,  

                       and he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, so that you may be accepted. On the day 
                       after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it.  

                       And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year old without  
                       blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord.  

                       And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, 
                       a food offering to the Lord with a pleasing aroma, and the drink offering with it shall be 
                       of wine, a fourth of a hin. 

                      And you shall eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until you 
                      have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations 
                      in all your dwellings.” 

The Feast of Firstfruits (Yom HaBikkurim) was the third of the prescribed annual sacred Spring feasts. 
Though Scripture does not specify the actual date of this feast other than as occurring “on the day after 
the Sabbath,” the Feast of Firstfruits was traditionally observed on the 16th day in the month of Nisan 
(two days after the beginning of the week of the Feast of Unleavened Bread).  

Josephus, the ancient first century historian, wrote: 

      “But on the second day of unleavened bread, which is the sixteenth day of the month, they first partake 
        of the fruits of the earth; before that day they do not touch them” (“Antiquities of the Jews 3.10.5”) 

          
It marked the beginning of the grain harvest and it started the countdown to the fourth designated feast - 
the Feast of Weeks. God was to get the first offerings from all harvests. The Israelites were instructed to 

        “eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until you have brought the offering  
          of your God.”  

A shief  (an “omer” or “measure”) of the grain was waved by the priest before the Lord and a blood 
sacrifice of a one year old unblemished lamb, a drink offering of wine, and a food offering of “two tenths 
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil” were presented.  

Deuteronomy 26:1-10 described the order of worship:    

      “When you come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken 
        possession of it and live in it,  

        you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that 
        the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that 
        the Lord your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there.  
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       And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the Lord  
       your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’  

       Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord your  
       God. 
  
      “And you shall make response before the Lord your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my father. And 
        he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a nation, great, 
        mighty, and populous.  

        And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor.  

        Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our  
        affliction, our toil, and our oppression.  

        And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds  
        of terror, with signs and wonders.  

        And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  

        And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O Lord, have given me.’ And  
        you shall set it down before the Lord your God and worship before the Lord your God.”  

Today, Jews no longer offer sacrifices on the Feast of Firstfruits. However, the date is still used to start 
the "Sefirat Ha-Omer” (the “Counting of the Omer”)- the fifty days from Firstfruits until the Feast of 
Weeks (Shavuot).  It is a reminder that all blessings come from God.  

Jesus rose from the dead on the third day after Passover- the day dedicated to the Feast of Firstfruits. He 
became the Firstfruits offering on behalf of all of His believers. Christ’s resurrection was the firstfruit of 
the final harvest of mankind. It was a guarantee that those who put their trust and faith in Him will also 
someday be resurrected to everlasting life.  

      1 Cor 15:20-“ But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen  
                              asleep.” 

HOW WAS JESUS THE “FIRSTFRUIT OFFERING?” 

HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE THE “FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS?” 

WHAT DOES THE GUARANTEE OF RESURRECTION MEAN TO YOU? 
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Lev 23:15-22-“You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you  
                          brought the sheaf of the wave offering.  

                          You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a 
                          grain offering of new grain to the Lord.  

                          You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two 
                          tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as  
                          firstfruits to the Lord.  

                         And you shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, and one  
                         bull from the herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the Lord, with their  
                         grain offering and their drink offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the 
                         Lord.  

                         And you shall offer one male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a 
                         sacrifice of peace offerings.  

                         And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before 
                         the Lord, with the two lambs. They shall be holy to the Lord for the priest.  

                         And you shall make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy convocation. 
                         You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling places  
                         throughout your generations. 

                        “And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to 
                          its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for  
                          the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.” 

The fourth holy day, The Feast of Weeks (“Hag Hashavout”) was also referred to simply as  
“Shavuot” (meaning “weeks”). It was known in the Jewish Talmud as “Atzeret” (meaning “Conclusion”) 
as it marked the end of the Passover season and the end of the seven week Spring harvest.  

Just as the Feast of Firstfruits marked the beginning of the spring barley harvest, the Feast of Weeks 
marked the beginning of the summer wheat harvest.  It was to be observed seven weeks after the Feast of 
Firstfruits.  Shavuot was the second of the “pilgrimage feasts” where all Israelite males were required to 
present themselves before the tabernacle. It was a “holy convocation” during which “no ordinary work” 
was to be performed.   

No wheat crop was to be eaten until God received His firstfruit offering. It consisted of two long, flat, 
leavened loaves of baked wheat bread. These loaves and two lambs were presented as a wave offering to 
God. Additionally, seven young unblemished lambs, one bull and two rams were presented as a Burnt 
Offering, one male goat was offered as a Sin Offering, and two young male lambs were sacrificed as a 
Peace Offerings.  

Today, modern Judaism has refocused the Shavuot observance away from agriculture and instead toward  
the day that the Torah (the Law) was given to Moses on Mt Sinai. This theme was chosen by the 
Sanhedrin in AD 140- seventy years following the destruction of the temple and the eventual dispersion 
of the Jews. Since the Law had been given in the same month as the Feast of Weeks, it became the new 
focus of this feast. It is now celebrated as the birthday of Judaism.   
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The Greek name for Shavuot is “Pentecost.” For Christians, Pentecost is significant as the the day that the 
Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples of Jesus (Acts 2). On that day, the apostles  

       “were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave the 
         utterance” (Acts 2:4).  

Because Pentecost (Shavuot) was a “pilgrimage feast,” many Jews were visiting from countries 
throughout the Middle East, Northern Africa, Europe, and Asia. As the apostles addressed the crowd,  

      “they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language” (Acts 2:6).  

      “And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? “And  
        how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites  
        and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,  
        Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,     
        Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God” (Acts 
        2:7-11).   

By the time Peter and the apostles were finished speaking,  

      “those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand 
        souls” (Acts 2:41).  

This is the reason that Christians still celebrate Pentecost today. 

WHY IS PENTECOST SIGNIFICANT? 

HOW HAS THE HOLY SPIRIT AFFECTED YOU? 

HOW ARE YOU USING THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT? 

  

Lev 23:23-25- "And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                        “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, on the first day of the  
                          month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed with blast of 
                          trumpets, a holy convocation.  

                         You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall present a food offering to the Lord.” 

After prescribing His four Spring feasts, God then ordained His Fall “appointed gatherings.” The first of 
these was called “Yom Teruah” (“Day of Blowing [Trumpets]”). The Feast of Trumpets was simply a day 
of sounding trumpets throughout the land. This blowing of trumpets was a call to assembly- it signaled a 
“holy convocation” observed with a “day of solemn rest” where no “ordinary work” was performed and a 
food offering was presented to the Lord.  
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Fifteen hundred years after the institution of this feast (following the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 
70 AD), its observance was radically altered. Without the temple, the Feast of Trumpets was threatened 
and a new tradition was instituted for those Jews scattered outside of their homeland without a temple. 
Since the timing of the Feast of Trumpets corresponded with the Jewish civil New Year, its new name 
became known as “The Head of the Year”- Rosh Hashanah.  It became the Jewish New Year Festival.      

Rosh Hashanah occurs on the first day of the seventh Hebrew month of Tishri (mid-September- early 
October). The other two autumn feasts follow only days later. Rosh Hashanah is the only Jewish holiday 
that occurs on the first day of the month (at the New Moon) when the moon is observed as only a thin 
crescent. All other feasts occur later in their respective months when the moon is bright. Whereas New 
Moons in other months were usually announced by short blasts of the trumpet, the New Moon of this 
seventh month was proclaimed by long blasts of the trumpet to mark its solemnity and uniqueness among 
months.   

In Jewish tradition, the ten day period between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) 
is known as the “Days of Awe.” Jews believe that God opens three books of judgement on Rosh 
Hashanah. The first one contains the names of the wicked where judgement is final and irrevocable- they 
will have their life cut short in the coming year. The righteous, named in the second book, will be granted 
another year of life and prosperity. In the third book, the fate of the remaining people is uncertain until 
Yom Kippur - if they sincerely repent during the Days of Awe, God will grant them life for another year 
until the following Day of Atonement.     

For Christians, the Feast of Trumpets/Rosh Hashanah (being the first of the Fall feasts), represents the 
beginning of a symbolic transition between history and the future. Whereas the Messiah’s redemptive 
work was depicted by the four Spring feasts, the three Fall feasts symbolize a future that has yet to be 
fulfilled. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost began the Church Age; the trumpets that will 
announce the Messiah’s Second Coming to rapture the Church (and judge the wicked) will end the Church 
Age.  

      1 Th 4:16-17-“For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice  
                               of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will 
                              rise first.  

                         Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds  
                               to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord."   

WHAT IS THE “CHURCH AGE?” 

WHERE WILL YOU BE IN GOD’S BOOK OF JUDGEMENT  AT THE END OF THE CHURCH 
AGE? 

HOW DO YOU KNOW? 
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Lev 23:26-32-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                       “Now on the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be for you 
                         a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves and present a food offering  
                         to the Lord.  

                         And you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to make 
                         atonement for you before the Lord your God.  

                        For whoever is not afflicted on that very day shall be cut off from his people.  

                         And whoever does any work on that very day, that person I will destroy from among his  
                         people.  

                         You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever throughout your generations in all 
                         your dwelling places.  

                         It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves. On the  
                         ninth day of the month beginning at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep 
                         your Sabbath.” 

The Israelite’s most holy day was Yom Kippur - “The Day of Atonement.” It was the second of the Spring 
feasts, occurring on the 10th day of the month of Tishri (just nine days after Rosh Hashanah).  Kippur is 
from the Hebrew word “kephar”- meaning “to cover.” The translation to “atonement” was first made by  
Willian Tyndale in his English version of the Bible. To atone (to be “at one”) was to reconcile- in this 
case, with God. The meticulous instructions for the conduct of this Day of Atonement were given in 
Leviticus Chapter Sixteen.   

The day was set aside for the atonement of all of the sins of the past year. The Israelites were called to 
afflict their souls with repentance, contrition, and humiliation for their sins. Yom Kippur was the only full 
day of fasting mandated by Scripture. No work was to be performed on this day- it was a time fully 
devoted to introspection and repentance. Specific animal blood sacrifices were to be offered; and, on this 
day, and this day only, the High Priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies” to make atonement for the 
sins of both the congregation and the priests under his guidance.  

Today, Yom Kippur is usually the most attended Jewish worship service of the year. Instead of blood 
sacrifices, “good works” (“mitzvot”) are offered for atonement. The synagogue is decorated in white 
colors to represent purity and cleansing from the sins of the past year.   

Christians understand Yom Kippur (The Day of Atonement) points to the Messiah’s role in the atonement 
of sin. But, His forgiveness in not just for the sins of the past year, but for the transgressions of a lifetime. 
Jesus’ substitutionary death was required for the forgiveness of our sins- not just our “good works.” The 
old Mosaic Covenant of Law has been replaced with His New Covenant of Grace.  

The New Covenant was promised to the Israelites:  

       Jer 31:31-“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the  
                         house of Israel and the house of Judah”       
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Jesus said that He was the fulfillment of the Old Covenant Law: 

      Mat 5:17-“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to  
                        abolish them but to fulfill them.” 

Jesus shed His blood for the New Covenant: 

      Mat 26:28-“For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of  
                          sins.”  

Jesus’ sacrifice redeemed the sins committed under the Old Covenant:  

      Heb 9:15-“ Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive  
                          the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the  
                          transgressions committed under the first covenant.” 

Those who believe in Jesus are released from the Law and are justified by His Grace: 

      Rom 7:6-“But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we 
                       serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code" 

      Rom 3:24-“And are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 

      Rom 6:14-“For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace” 

      Rom 6:23-“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
                          Lord.” 

We can continue in our futile efforts to attain atonement on our own, or we can accept Jesus’ free gift of 
redemption. How many times does one need to run into a brick wall before accepting a free and 
guaranteed passage through the door? The choice seems rather simple.   

HOW WAS JESUS THE FULFILLMENT OF THE OLD COVENANT LAW? 

WHAT IS THE NEW COVENANT? 

WHAT IS GOD’S GRACE? 
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Lev 23:33-44-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                       “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for  
                         seven days is the Feast of Booths to the Lord.  

                         On the first day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.  

                        For seven days you shall present food offerings to the Lord. On the eighth day you shall  
                        hold a holy convocation and present a food offering to the Lord. It is a solemn assembly;  
                        you shall not do any ordinary work. 

                       “These are the appointed feasts of the Lord, which you shall proclaim as times of holy 
                        convocation, for presenting to the Lord food offerings, burnt offerings and grain  
                        offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day,  

                        besides the Lord's Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings  
                        and besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the Lord. 

                      “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the  
                        land, you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord seven days. On the first day shall be a  
                        solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest.  

                       And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and  
                       boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your  
                       God seven days.  

                       You shall celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It is a statute 
                       forever throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month.  

                       You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths,  

                       that your generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I  
                       brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 

                       Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the Lord.” 

The Feast of Tabernacles, also known as the “Feast of Ingathering” (Ex 23:16; 34:22) was observed after 
all of the crops had been harvested and gathered. It was an annual reminder of God’s provision. In later 
years, it commemorated the sustenance He provided throughout their years in the wilderness.  The Feast 
of Ingathering was the final Fall feast prescribed by God and was the third of the “pilgrimage 
feasts” (along with the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of Weeks) where all Israelite males were 
required to travel to the tabernacle.      

This Feast of Booths (“Sukkot” = “Tabernacles” = “Booths") derived its name from the requirement of 
the Israelites to dwell in temporary shelters during this time of celebration: 

         “You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths” 

It was to be a reminder of their hastily built houses in the wilderness.  In later days, the Sadducees and 
Pharisees would argue as to whether the “fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of 
leafy trees and willows of the brook” referred to the construction of the booths or were simply items to be 
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carried by hand in celebration as they observed God’s command to “rejoice before the Lord your God 
seven days.”  
                   
Sukkot was a joyful celebration that started on the 15th day of Tishiri, the seventh month of the religious 
calendar (late September to mid October). The first and last days of this weeklong celebration were 
considered “solemn assemblies” where no work was allowed. On each day, various sacrifices and gifts 
were offered:  

      “burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, besides  
        the Lord's Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all your   
        freewill offerings, which you give to the Lord” 

In later years, Sukkot became more closely associated with Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement occurring 
just five days earlier). “Hoshana Rabbah,” the last day of the the Feast of Tabernacles, became the last 
day on which judgements imposed by God on Yom Kippur could be reversed.  

As Christians, we understand from Scripture that a “gathering of the harvest” is to come in the future. 
The Bible speaks of the final judgement as a “harvest” (Rev 14; Mat 13:39).  This future “ingathering”  
will be when God finally gathers the people in judgement and burns the wicked like the chaff and stubble: 

      Mal 4:1-2-“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all  
                         evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of  
                         hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.  

                         But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its  
                         wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall." 

But, someday in the future, Israel, as a nation, will look upon the pierced Messiah and repent of their 
rejection of Him.  

      Zech 12:10-“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of  
                            grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have  
                            pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly 
                            over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.” 

Along with believing Gentiles, God will then gather to Him the remnants of Israel- those who believe in 
the saving grace of His Son, Jesus Christ. When taken as a whole, all of God’s feasts pointed to the New 
Covenant of Grace that was to replace the Old Covenant of Law. The Feast of Tabernacles was the last of 
God’s feasts that pointed to the future establishment of His eternal kingdom where, through His grace, 
both Jew and Gentile will live side by side with Him forever. 

        Rev 21:3-“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
                          with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be  
                          with them as their God” 

WHAT IS GOD’S FUTURE KINGDOM? 

WHAT IS THE PRICE OF ADMISSION? 

ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO SHARING GOD’S KINGDOM WITH YOUR JEWISH 
BROTHERS IN CHRIST? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 24 
  

 LAMPS, LOAVES, AND LAWS 

Leviticus 24:1-23  

1 “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may 
be kept burning regularly.  

3 Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to 
morning before the Lord regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations.  

4 He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold before the Lord regularly. 

5 “You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it; two tenths of an ephah shall be in each 
loaf.    

6 And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, on the table of pure goldeach cake was ten hands' 
breadth long, five broad, and seven fingers its horns, or was so high before the Lord.  

7 And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the bread as a memorial 
portion as a food offering to the Lord.  

8 Every Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the Lord regularly; it is from the people of Israel as 
a covenant forever.  

9 And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place, since it is for him a most 
holy portion out of the Lord's food offerings, a perpetual due.” 

10 Now an Israelite woman's son, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the people of Israel. 
And the Israelite woman's son and a man of Israel fought in the camp,  

11 and the Israelite woman's son blasphemed the Name, and cursed. Then they brought him to Moses. 
His mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan.  

12 And they put him in custody, till the will of the Lord should be clear to them. 

13 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

14 “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their hands on his head, 
and let all the congregation stone him.  

15 And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin.  
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16 Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall 
stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death. 

17 “Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death.  

18 Whoever takes an animal's life shall make it good, life for life.  

19 If anyone injures his neighbor, as he has done it shall be done to him,  

20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever injury he has given a person shall be 
given to him.  

21 Whoever kills an animal shall make it good, and whoever kills a person shall be put to death.  

22 You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the Lord your God.”  

23 So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they brought out of the camp the one who had cursed 
and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as the Lord commanded Moses.” 
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Lev 24:1-2-“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                   “Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that 
                     light may be kept burning regularly.”  

God told Moses the common people were to be involved in the daily service and maintenance of the 
Tabernacle. Moses, as the chief judicial magistrate under God, had the authority to issue commands to the 
people. He was to instruct them to regularly bring only the purist of olive oil for the lamps located  within 
the outer chamber of the Tent of Meeting.  

God was very specific in His instructions that the olives were only to be “beaten” because this process 
would yield the purest form of oil. “Beaten" olive oil was made by “bruising” the olives in a mortar or 
mill without the application of heat. Less pure oil could be made using stronger pressure and with the aid 
of heat. An olive that had been beaten, bruised and crushed produced the purest olive oil- God demanded 
only the very best.   

The lamps were to burn “regularly” to illuminate the outer chamber of the Tabernacle darkened by its 
thick covering.  The Tabernacle had four coverings- the first was linen, the second was goats hair, the 
third was ram's skin dyed red, and the fourth was badger skins. The badger skin covering was the only 
covering which was seen on the outside (Ex 26). 

Darkness is the anthesis of God. Whereas light symbolizes God, darkness represents everything that is 
anti-God. The burning lamps were one reminder of God’s absolute rule over darkness and the powers of 
evil. Satan’s darkness has no power over God. The devil’s darkness will always be dispelled by the pure 
bright presence of the glory of God.   

HOW ARE YOU INVOLVED IN YOUR CHURCH?  

HOW ARE YOU “PRODUCING PURE OIL FOR THE LAMPS?”  

ARE YOU CURRENTLY IN DARKNESS OR IN LIGHT? 

Lev 24:3-4-“Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from  
                      evening to morning before the Lord regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout  
                      your generations.  

                      He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold before the Lord regularly.”    

The High Priest (and his future generations) were to “arrange” (“set up”) 
the seven lamps on the golden lamp stand each evening. It was the High 
Priest’s responsibility to make sure the candles continued to burn 
throughout the night. Each evening the candles were lit, and each morning 
they were replenished by replacing wicks and putting fresh olive oil into 
the cups. 
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In the Holy Place (the outer chamber separated from the Holy 
of Holies by the Veil) there was no window to let in the light. 
It was illuminated from this golden lamp stand, which stood 
directly opposite the “Table of Shewbread” on the south side 
in the Holy Place. Made from one piece of solid gold, it 
weighed over 100 lbs. Each of the six branches ended in a 
cup made like an open almond flower. The seven oil lamps 
resting in the flower petals were like small bowls.  

In Hebrew, this lamp stand is known as the ‘menorah.’ It has developed into one of the most commonly 
recognized symbols of Judaism. Various meanings have been attributed to the ‘menorah’ throughout 
history- the seven days of creation, the burning bush seen by Moses on the mountain top, and even 
(according to the historian Josephus) the seven “classical planets.” Jewish tradition holds that it was to 
remind the people of Israel  they were called to be God’s “light to the nations” (Isaiah 42:6) and that they 
were to gently spread that light without force- “not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the 
LORD” (Zech 4:6).  It has also been said to represent the seven-fold “Spirit of God” (Isaiah 11:2). 
  
Regardless, the ‘menorah’ is the only symbol that God designed Himself (all other "religious" symbols 
being man-made).  

      Ex 25:31-40-“You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of hammered 
                             work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 

                             And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand  
                             out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it;  

                             three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and 
                             three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch 
                              - so for the six branches going out of the lampstand.  

                        And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with  
                             their calyxes and flowers, 

                        and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the 
                             lampstand.  

                            Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single  
                             piece of hammered work of pure gold.  

                             You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps shall be set up so as to give light on 
                             the space in front of it.  

                             Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure gold.  

                             It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent[a] of pure gold. 

                        And see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the  
                             mountain.” 
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As Christians, we understand all of the items God had Moses meticulously make for the tabernacle served 
only as "a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.” They represented The Law of the Old Covenant 
which has now given way to the Grace of the New Covenant mediated by Jesus.   

      Hebrews 8:5-6-“They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to  
                                 erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything  
                                 according to the pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” 

                           But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old  
                                 as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.” 

The ‘menorah’ was a symbol of bringing God’s glory, truth, and light into the world. According to Jesus’ 
own words, Christians are also called to be a light to the world: 

      Mat 5:14-16-“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  

                              Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light  
                              to all in the house.  

                              In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
                              works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 

HOW WERE THE ITEMS IN THE TABERNACLE ONLY A “COPY AND SHADOW OF 
HEAVENLY THINGS?”  

HOW DOES THE NEW COVENANT  OUTSHINE THE OLD? 

 ARE YOU A LIGHT TO THE WORLD? 

Lev 24:5-6-“You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it; two tenths of an ephah shall be in 
                     each loaf.    

                    And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, on the table of pure gold before the Lord.” 

God next instructed His people to provide bread for the sanctuary. This “shewbread,” (“presence bread” 
or “bread of the face”) was so named because it was to be set out before the “presence” or “face” of God. 
It consisted of twelve loaves made of the finest flour. Each loaf was made of two omers of wheat which 
was equivalent to two tenth-parts of an ephah (about six quarts of English measure). An omer was the 
quantity which supplied the daily wants of a human being (Ex16:16-19).  

The loaves were flat and thin, and were placed in two rows of six each on a 
table in the Holy Place before the Lord. They were baked by the Levites; but 
the flour was furnished by the people. Every Sabbath it was replenished with 
a fresh supply. Hot loaves were placed on the altar to replace the stale ones 
which were removed and eaten by the priests in the Holy Place of the 
Tabernacle. 
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The number of the loaves represented the twelve tribes of Israel. Placing them on the table before the 
Lord symbolized the consecration of all of the tribes to the Lord and of their acceptance of God as their 
one true God. The table for the bread was made of acacia wood, 3 feet long, 18 inches broad, and 2 feet 3 
inches high. It was plated with pure gold. Two staves, plated with gold, passed through golden rings, were 
used for carrying it.  

The bread was also a reminder God provided their sustenance. The table was never left without some 
loaves lying on it- it was a symbol of the Israelite’s continued dependence upon Him. Today, we’re still 
dependent upon God’s provision; but the bread we seek should be more than just for our physical needs. 
We should seek Jesus- the Bread of Life Who gives life to the world: 

      John 6:33-35-“For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  

                               They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 

                               Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and  
                               whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”   

HOW HAS GOD SUSTAINED YOU? 

WHY ARE YOU DEPENDENT UPON GOD? 

HOW IS JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE? 

Lev 24:7-9-“And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the bread as a  
                      memorial portion as a food offering to the Lord.  

                     Every Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the Lord regularly; it is from the people 
                     of Israel as a covenant forever.  

                     And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy place, since it is for 
                     him a most holy portion out of the Lord's food offerings, a perpetual due.”   

The “New International Version” translation captures verse seven the best: 

      “By each stack put some pure incense as a memorial portion to represent the bread and to be a food  
        offering presented to the LORD.” 

The pure frankincense was offered on the altar as God’s “memorial portion;” then the bread was given to 
the priests. Only Aaron and his priestly sons were allowed to consume the loaves in the outer chamber of 
the Tabernacle (the Holy Place) as this bread was “a most holy portion out of the Lord's food offerings.” 
The “most holy portion” was a specific term describing those portions of any offering that were to be 
eaten only by qualified members of the priesthood.  
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Each Sabbath, in perpetuity, the priests were to replace these loaves with fresh ones and present them 
before the Lord in the Tabernacle. The twelve loaves represented the Israelite’s covenant with God to 
keep the commands He gave to Moses on Mt Sinai (Ex 19-24):      

      Ex 24:3-“Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the  
                      people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will 
                      do.” 

But, little did the Israelites know, they had been "set up” for failure. They hadn’t heard the old quote: 

      “Son, don’t let your mouth write a check that your butt can't cash.” (Charles Portis) 

   
There was no way that they could possibly keep their promise to do “all the words that the Lord has 
spoken.” The sacrificial system was established for just that reason. It gave them a way out of their 
immediate failures; but it also pointed to a more permanent solution to their transgressions- Jesus.  

HAVE YOU EVER LET YOUR MOUTH WRITE A CHECK THAT YOUR BUTT COULDN’T 
CASH? 

DO YOU PROMISE MORE THAN YOU DELIVER OR DELIVER MORE THAN YOU 
PROMISE?  

DO YOU NEED A WAY OUT OF YOUR FAILURES? 

Lev 24:10-12-“ Now an Israelite woman's son, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the  
                           people of Israel. And the Israelite woman's son and a man of Israel fought in the 
                           camp,  

                           and the Israelite woman's son blasphemed the Name, and cursed. Then they brought 
                           him to Moses. His mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of  
                           Dan.  

                           And they put him in custody, till the will of the Lord should be clear to them.” 

After God gave His commands regarding the menorah and the twelve loaves (pointing to Jesus’ bringing 
“light” into the world and being the “bread of life”), He next offered instruction on the proper 
jurisprudence of His Laws. By way of a specific example, God outlined a legal system that we still follow 
today. Our legislators establish the law, our judges decide the law, and our officers enforce the law. 

      Deut 16:18- “You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns that the Lord your God is giving 
                            you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.” 
  

A young man of half- Jewish and half-Egyptian descent got into a fight with “a man of Israel.”  

    [Jewish tradition says that this young man’s father was the Egyptian whom Moses killed (Exodus 2:12)   
     and the fight was over whether this young man could pitch his tent in the tribe of Dan by way of only  
     his mother’s heritage]   
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In the course of the altercation, the young man did something that was a common practice among 
Egyptians- he cursed a deity. His Egyptian mind thought the greatest insult to his opponent was to 
blaspheme the name of the man’s god. Unfortunately, he cursed not just any deity, he profaned the name 
of the One True God.  

For this malicious deed of cursing God, he was apprehended and placed in custody by the officers of the 
law. To curse God’s name was an attempt to “murder” His character. The young man was essentially 
committing treason against God and the institution of His government. He had broken God’s third 
commandment: 

       Ex 20:7-“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
                       guiltless who takes his name in vain.” 

Incarceration was not a punishment under Mosaic Law- it was used only until the mind of God 
concerning the prisoner could be ascertained. This young man’s guilt was to be adjudicated by Moses, the 
judge, with God’s input. 

These verses established many of the aspects of our judicial system today. Laws are imposed by our 
legislative bodies- all righteous laws come from God. Infractions of these laws are to be enforced by 
officers specifically appointed for that task- our police. However, they do not have the power to 
permanently imprison a suspected offender- that individual has the right to have his case heard by a judge. 
Fortunately, we are  protected even today under this "due process” clause in our constitution: 

      “No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens  
        of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due    
        process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”    

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM? 

WHAT IS “DUE PROCESS?" 

HOW MIGHT MOSES HAVE BEEN CONFLICTED IN HIS JUDGEMENT OF THIS CASE? 

  

Lev  24:13-16-“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                         “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their hands 
                           on his head, and let all the congregation stone him.  

                          And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin.  

                          Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. All the  
                          congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes 
                          the Name, shall be put to death.” 

Another part of the judicial system was then exercised. After solemn deliberation to determine the will of 
God in this matter, Moses, delivered his judgement of the young man. He found him guilty of the severe 
crime of disparaging God’s name and his sentence was to be death by stoning (“lapidation”). He was to 
“bear his sin” for blaspheming “the name of the lord.”  
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The whole congregation was called to repudiate this reprehensible crime; and, they were all to be the 
executioners of God’s judgement. This form of treason against God was deserving of capitol punishment.. 
Under the Law, the precedent was now established- both “sojourner as well as the native, when he 
blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.”  

Fortunately, we are no longer under the Mosaic Law. But, being a Christian does not mean we will never 
sin against God’s name. By Jesus’s sacrifice and God’s grace, we’re forgiven for any transgression when 
we repent- even for the sin of occasionally disparaging God’s sacred name.  

However, whereas God may forgive us for any infraction, the government He established has a 
responsibility to hold us accountable for our actions. Though our courts today do not hold us in contempt 
for cursing God’s name, they can and should judge our civil behavior according to guidelines established 
by our elected officials appointed by God. Christians are instructed to submit to the governing authorities 
(Romans 13) and to work within the political system if changes need be made.    

WHY MUST SOCIETY AS A WHOLE REPUDIATE CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR?  

SHOULD THE CHURCH BE SUBJECT TO THE COURTS? 

HOW?  WHEN?  WHY? 

WHY MUST WE SUBMIT TO GOVERNMENT? 

    

Lev 24:17-“Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death.” 

After the prescription of capital punishment for the sin of blasphemy (trying to kill God’s name), it seems 
only appropriate this rule concerning murder immediately followed. Man is made in God’s image and that 
life is precious. This was a judicial proclamation against “murder” which was defined as the intentional 
unlawful killing of another human without justification or valid excuse. For this crime, committed with 
malice and forethought, the penalty was death.  

      Gen 9:6-“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his  
                       own image.” 

However, this was not a prohibition of the taking a life in other circumstances such as war, self defense, 
or even by accident. God made other provisions for those individuals to determine if the taking of life was 
justified.    

      Ex 21:12-14-“Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death.  

                             But if he did not lie in wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I will 
                             appoint for you a place to which he may flee.  

                              But if a man willfully attacks another to kill him by cunning, you shall take him from 
                              my altar, that he may die. 
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Later, God even designated “cities of refuge” for those individuals who took a life in a questionable 
manner until their fate could be adjudicated by the judiciary branch of their government: 
  
     Nu 35:9-15-“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

                        “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you cross the Jordan into the land of  
                          Canaan,  

                                         then you shall select cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any 
                           person without intent may flee there.  

                           The cities shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until 
                           he stands before the congregation for judgment.  

                           And the cities that you give shall be your six cities of refuge.  

                                          You shall give three cities beyond the Jordan, and three cities in the land of Canaan, to  
                           be cities of refuge.  

                           These six cities shall be for refuge for the people of Israel, and for the stranger and for 
                           the sojourner among them, that anyone who kills any person without intent may flee 
                           there.” 
  
Capital punishment should never be taken lightly. Our judicial system goes to great lengths to insure that 
the accused gets a fair trial and the penalty fits the crime. Today, some say that system is broken  and 
mistakes are too often made. But, whether one is for or against the death penalty as presently 
administered, the fact remains God recognized capital punishment for certain heinous crimes.    

WHAT IS MURDER? 

WHAT IS MANSLAUGHTER? 

HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT? 

DO YOU AGREE WITH CAPITAL PUNISHMENT? 

WHY?  WHY NOT? 

Lev 24:18-21-“Whoever takes an animal's life shall make it good, life for life.  

                         If anyone injures his neighbor, as he has done it shall be done to him,  

                         fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever injury he has given a person 
                         shall be given to him.  

                         Whoever kills an animal shall make it good, and whoever kills a person shall be put to 
                         death” 

�344



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

The remaining verses in this chapter describe the legal concept of making the punishment fit the crime- 
known as  “Lex Talonis”  (“Law of Retaliation”).  It was to be administered by the civil courts to maintain 
order. Justice was to be equitable- excessive harshness and leniency were to be avoided. Lex Talonis (“eye 
for an eye”) was not to be carried out by the individual but rather only by the court on behalf of the 
petitioner. There is no indication in Scripture this concept of an “eye for an eye” was ever followed 
literally. There are no Biblical accounts of an Israelite being maimed as a result of this law- most   
damages were repaid with payment in goods.   

Many years later (as seen in the New Testament) Pharisees and Scribes took the “eye for an eye” principle 
out of context and applied it to everyday personal relationships. They even taught that seeking personal 
revenge was acceptable. But Jesus rebuked this teaching in His Sermon on the Mount: 

      Mat 5:38-39-“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’  

                        But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right  
                             cheek, turn to him the other also.” 

“Lex Talonis” was intended to be a guiding principle for lawgivers and judges; it was never to be used to 
justify vigilantism or the settling of grievances personally. Christians are commanded to try to avoid 
conflict and to forgive those who wrong us; but enforcing “Lex Talonis” is the job of the courts. Even 
though we may forgive those who wrong us, judicial punishment may still be carried out. Jesus’ command 
to  “turn the other cheek” applies to personal relationships, not to judicial policy. 

HAVE YOU EVER SOUGHT REVENGE ON YOUR OWN? 

HAVE YOU EVER SOUGHT RECOURSE THROUGH THE COURTS? 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE? 

WHEN SHOULD YOU “TURN THE OTHER CHEEK?” 

Lev 24:22-23-“ You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the Lord 
                          your God.”  

                          So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and they brought out of the camp the one who 
                          had cursed and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as the Lord  
                          commanded Moses.” 

God demanded there was to be one standard for all, both “sojourner and native.” The principle of 
“equality under the law” was thereby established. There was to be no preconceived partiality in either the 
presumption of innocence or of guilt for those brought before the court. Today, this standard is the 
bedrock of our judicial system. Without it, there could be no justice.   

When the time finally came, Moses instructed the blasphemer to be brought outside of the camp for the 
last phase in the judicial process to be carried out. The young man had been accused, his case had been 
tried, and he was found guilty. All that was left was for the sentence to be carried out. “Thus the people of 
Israel did as the Lord commanded Moses” and they stoned him to death.  
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Punishment has one or more of four purposes: (1) retribution, (2) deterrence, (3) incapacitation, and (4) 
rehabilitation. Almost everyone agrees there should be consequences for aberrant behavior  
commensurate with the crime.  However, besides this obvious need for retribution, imposing a penalty for 
a criminal act is also intended to deter that person from repeating the act. Sometimes, a criminal’s 
incarceration is even needed just to protect society. But the most optimistic goal in punishment is to 
produce rehabilitation when the situation allows. Rehabilitation is guided by the belief every human life 
has meaning and worth.   

God demands punishment when appropriate; but He is also a forgiving God. He’s so forgiving He 
sacrificed His own Son for the sins of the world. We are all criminals in the sights of the Law. But because 
of our belief in Jesus, we’ve been given a second chance. Our conviction has been overturned and our 
sentence has been commuted. We are free. Let’s not waste what Jesus has given us.    

WHAT IS PUNISHMENT? 

 WHEN IS PUNISHMENT APPROPRIATE?  

WHEN IS PUNISHMENT NOT APPROPRIATE? 

WHAT IS GOD’S OUTLOOK ON PUNISHMENT? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 25 
  

 JUBILEE 

Leviticus 25:1-55 

1 The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give you, the land 
shall keep a Sabbath to the Lord. 

3 For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in 
its fruits,  

4 but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord. 
You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard.  

5 You shall not reap what grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It 
shall be a year of solemn rest for the land.  

6 The Sabbath of the land shall provide food for you, for yourself and for your male and female slaves 
and for your hired worker and the sojourner who lives with you,  

7 and for your cattle and for the wild animals that are in your land: all its yield shall be for food. 

8 “You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the seven weeks of 
years shall give you forty-nine years.  

9 Then you shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh month. On the Day of 
Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land.  

10 And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its 
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his property and each of you 
shall return to his clan.  

11 That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what grows of itself 
nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines.  

12 For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You may eat the produce of the field. 

13 “In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property.  

14 And if you make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not wrong one 
another.  

15 You shall pay your neighbor according to the number of years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to 
you according to the number of years for crops.  
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16 If the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall reduce the 
price, for it is the number of the crops that he is selling to you.  

17 You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God, for I am the Lord your God. 

18 “Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then you will dwell in 
the land securely.  

19 The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and dwell in it securely.  

20 And if you say, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we may not sow or gather in our crop?’  

21 I will command my blessing on you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for 
three years. 

22 When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of the old crop; you shall eat the old until 
the ninth year, when its crop arrives. 

23 “The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers and sojourners 
with me.  

24 And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption of the land. 

25 “If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, then his nearest redeemer shall come 
and redeem what his brother has sold.  

26 If a man has no one to redeem it and then himself becomes prosperous and finds sufficient means 
to redeem it,  

27 let him calculate the years since he sold it and pay back the balance to the man to whom he sold it, 
and then return to his property.  

28 But if he does not have sufficient means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the hand of 
the buyer until the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it shall be released, and he shall return to his property. 

29 “If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may redeem it within a year of its sale. For a 
full year he shall have the right of redemption.  

30 If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong in perpetuity to 
the buyer, throughout his generations; it shall not be released in the jubilee.  

31 But the houses of the villages that have no wall around them shall be classified with the fields of the 
land. They may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the jubilee.  

32 As for the cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem at any time the houses in the cities they 
possess.  

33 And if one of the Levites exercises his right of redemption, then the house that was sold in a city 
they possess shall be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the cities of the Levites are their 
possession among the people of Israel.  

34 But the fields of pastureland belonging to their cities may not be sold, for that is their possession 
forever. 
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35 “If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall support him as 
though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you.  

36 Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live beside you.  

37 You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit.  

38 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, 
and to be your God. 

39 “If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make him serve as 
a slave:  

40 he shall be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of 
the jubilee.  

41 Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his own clan and 
return to the possession of his fathers.  

42 For they are my servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves.  

43 You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your God.  

44 As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and female slaves from 
among the nations that are around you.  

45 You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with you and their clans that are with you, 
who have been born in your land, and they may be your property.  

46 You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a possession forever. You may make 
slaves of them, but over your brothers the people of Israel you shall not rule, one over another 
ruthlessly. 

47 “If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him becomes poor and 
sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the stranger's clan,  

48 then after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him,  

49 or his uncle or his cousin may redeem him, or a close relative from his clan may redeem him. Or if 
he grows rich he may redeem himself.  

50 He shall calculate with his buyer from the year when he sold himself to him until the year of jubilee, 
and the price of his sale shall vary with the number of years. The time he was with his owner shall be 
rated as the time of a hired worker.  

51 If there are still many years left, he shall pay proportionately for his redemption some of his sale 
price.  

52 If there remain but a few years until the year of jubilee, he shall calculate and pay for his 
redemption in proportion to his years of service.  
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53 He shall treat him as a worker hired year by year. He shall not rule ruthlessly over him in your 
sight.  

54 And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he and his children with him shall be released in the 
year of jubilee.  

55 For it is to me that the people of Israel are servants. They are my servants whom I brought out of 
the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 
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Lev 25:1-4-“The Lord spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying,  

                   “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give 
                     you, the land shall keep a Sabbath to the Lord. 

                    For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and 
                    gather in its fruits,  

                    but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to 
                    the Lord. You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard.” 

For generations before the Exodus, the Israelites had been slaves in Egypt. As they had no place they 
could call their own, God promised them He would soon “give” them a land. When they reached this 
“Promised Land,” God would divide the land among the tribes of Israel so every male among them would 
become a land owner (Joshua 13-21). Each family would have an inheritance. But, there would be a 
catch- it could never be sold. The land was a permanent possession that could never depart from the 
family. An Israelite could only “lease” his land to others for a limited amount of time- a maximum of fifty 
years (Lev 24:10). The land would always revert back to him or his descendants at the year of Jubilee. 

God had very specific rules regarding this land that He would bequeath them. The first was His 
instructions as to the proper care of the property. Just as God had declared a day of rest (The Sabbath) for 
His people, He also declared a “Sabbath” for His land. The fields were to rest one in every seven years to 
rejuvenate the soil.  

As God created the land, it seems reasonable that He would know best how to care for it. Leaving a field 
fallow (unplanted) every seven years was not just to be a lesson in faith, it also made common sense. 
Allowing the soil to have a rest period gave it time to replenish nutrients which would be leached from 
the soil by the plants. Fallowing the soil caused potassium and phosphorus from deep below to rise 
toward the surface where it could be used by crops planted later.  

Fallowing also raised levels of carbon, nitrogen, and organic matter, improved moisture holding capacity, 
and increased beneficial microorganisms in the soil. Today, studies have shown a field that has been 
allowed to lie fallow for just one year produces a higher crop yield when it’s finally replanted. God is a 
great farmer.  

WHAT HAS GOD PROMISED US? 

WHAT DOES GOD THINK OF THE LAND HE CREATED? 

HOW DOES GOD WANT US TO CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT HE CREATED? 
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Lev 25:5-7-“You shall not reap what grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of your  
                      undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land.  

                     The Sabbath of the land shall provide food for you, for yourself and for your male and 
                     female slaves and for your hired worker and the sojourner who lives with you,  

                     and for your cattle and for the wild animals that are in your land: all its yield shall be for 
                     food.” 

During the Sabbath year, normal agricultural practices were suspended. There was to be no cultivating of 
the crops and no pruning of the grapes. Even crops that sprang up by themselves were forbidden from 
being harvested. It was to be “a year of solemn rest for the land.” God would make sure there was enough 
food for both the people and their livestock. The Sabbath year was an object lesson in God’s sovereignty 
and provision- each Israelite had to approach it with faith. 

How do we acknowledge God’s sovereignty and provision today? Do we really recognize His supremacy 
in all things and have faith in His willingness to supply our needs? How often has uncertainty of our 
future paralyzed us or caused us to stray from God‘s righteous path? Just like the Israelites of old, God 
sometimes wants us to stop relying on our own initiative and have more faith in Him. There’s a time and 
place for us to “plow our fields,” but there is also a time and place to rely solely on God. Sometimes He 
gives us a Sabbath Year to rebuild our faith in Him. 

DO YOU ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY AND PROVISION? 

HAS YOUR UNCERTAINTY ABOUT YOUR FUTURE PARALYZED YOU? 

DO YOU RELY ON GOD OR TRY TO “PLOW YOUR OWN FIELD?” 

Lev 25:8-12-“You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the 
                        seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years.  

                       Then you shall sound the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh month. On the 
                       Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land.  

                       And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all 
                       its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his property 
                       and each of you shall return to his clan.  

                      That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither sow nor reap what 
                      grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines.  

                      For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You may eat the produce of the field.” 

Once every fifty years, on the Day of Atonement, a trumpet was to be sounded announcing the Jubilee. It 
was a proclamation of liberty throughout the land where all lands were to be returned to their original 
owners- those families to whom God first gave the Promised Land. Any “sale” of property within the fifty 
year period between Jubilees was really only a “term lease” that could last no longer than until the next  
Jubilee. The lease was a contract by which one party conveyed land, property, or services to another for a 
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specified time, in return for a periodic payment. This prevented any family from becoming permanently 
landless through sale, mortgage, or lease of its assigned land. The Jubilee was also a Sabbath year where 
fields could not be plowed and crops could not be harvested.   

The year of Jubilee was a reminder God was the real mortgage holder of the land. He gave it to the 
Israelites upon their entrance to the Promised Land of Canaan; and it was His intention that that land 
remain with the families to which it was first given. But, God understood people’s economic 
circumstances might sometimes change for reasons either in or out of their control, and, they might be 
forced to mortgage their inheritance to pay their debts. The Jubilee was designed to re-establish what God 
had originally designed for His people.  

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could celebrate a year of Jubilee today? How often have we squandered what 
God has so graciously given us? Would you like to get back all of the time, energy, and resources you’ve  
wasted on foolish, sinful endeavors?  

Well, fortunately, God doesn’t let us “mortgage” our future- we can not permanently lose the inheritance  
He’s given us. Once we put our trust in His Son, we’re guaranteed a Jubilee where our birthright is 
permanently restored despite all of our foolish mistakes.  Our sins are forgiven and we are restored to 
what God originally designed for us.    

 WHAT TIME, ENERGY, AND RESOURCES HAVE YOU SQUANDERED? 

WOULD YOU LIKE A JUBILEE?  WHY? 

WHY DOES GOD NOT LET US MORTGAGE OUR FUTURE WITH HIM? 

Lev 25:13-17-“In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property.  

                         And if you make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor, you shall not  
                         wrong one another.  

                         You shall pay your neighbor according to the number of years after the jubilee, and he 
                         shall sell to you according to the number of years for crops.  

                         If the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall  
                         reduce the price, for it is the number of the crops that he is selling to you.  

                         You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God, for I am the Lord your 
                         God.”        

The year of Jubilee was a time of reckoning. During the fifty years prior to a Jubilee, many land 
transactions took place “according to the number of years for crops.” These leases were not for the actual 
land, but instead for the production of the harvest on that land. No lease could be entered that went 
beyond the Year of Jubilee. Therefore, a plot of land leased three years prior to the Jubilee would 
obviously cost much less than one leased over twenty years prior. These leases between neighbors were to 
be fair, honest, and equitable- neither party was to be wronged in the transaction.  At the end of the lease 
period (at the Jubilee), each original owner was to return to their own property and a new cycle could 
begin.   
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The Jubilee was not about redistribution; it was designed for restoration. No one was forced to give up 
what they legally owned to “redistribute” their property to others for the sake of “social equality.”  These 
land and harvest contracts were legal documents that contained very specific requirements over a very 
specific time period.  The one who leased the property from its owner had no right to the land beyond the 
time delineated in the contract. The land belonged to the original owner and his heirs.  

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REDISTRIBUTION AND RESTORATION? 

WHAT IS A LEASE? 

WHO OWNES THE PROPERTY IN A LEASE? 

Lev 18-18-“Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then you will  
                    dwell in the land securely.”   

God’s rules regarding the land were to be followed to the letter. All land contracts had to meet God’s 
rigorous standards- they were designed to guarantee stability throughout the Promised Land. Without His 
well defined rules, disputes about the land could arise that would threaten the future well-being of His 
people. Temporary land transfers between Jubilees periods were allowed, but only in accordance with 
God’s stringent contractual requirements.  

Just as “fences make for good neighbors,” contracts make for good business relationships. As Christians, 
our “word” should be our bond; but sometimes there can be later disputes about what that “word” really 
meant. Contracts are binding agreements spelling out the understandings of two parties in order that both 
sides can have a clear understanding of each other’s intentions and expectations. There’s nothing wrong 
with Christians entering into contracts; but once entered, that covenant must be fulfilled to both the letter 
and the spirit of the law. God always keeps His covenants; we should do the same.  

WHAT IS A CONTRACT? 

WHY ARE CONTRACTS IMPORTANT? 

WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP OF LAW AND CONTRACTS? 

Lev 25:19-22-“The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and dwell in it securely.  

                        And if you say, ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we may not sow or gather in  
                        our crop?’   

                        I will command my blessing on you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop 
                        sufficient for three years. 

                        When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of the old crop; you shall eat  
                        the old until the ninth year, when its crop arrives.” 

Earlier, God commanded the Israelites to observe a Sabbath Year in which His crops were to be fallowed. 
Now, in these verses, He explained how He would bless and sustain the people during that time. In the 
year prior to the Sabbath Year, God would cause the harvest to produce three times its normal yield- there 
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would be enough food to last for three full years! They need not be worried- God would provide for their 
needs. 

How often has God given you more than you needed? How often has He surprised you? Most of us go 
through life in a constant state of worry that takes our focus off Him and puts the spotlight on ourselves. 
But that is not how we are supposed to live- it just takes the enjoyment out of what God has planned for 
us. As Jesus told us: 

    Mat 6:26-“Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your  
                      heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?”  

HOW HAS GOD GIVEN YOU MORE THAN YOU NEED? 

HOW DOES OUR WORRY TAKE THE SPOTLIGHT OFF GOD? 

WHY ARE YOU MORE VALUABLE THAN THE BIRDS IN THE AIR? 

Lev 25:23-24-“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine. For you are strangers and  
                          sojourners with me.  

                          And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption of the land.”  

   

The Promised Land belonged to God. He gave it to His people only as tenants- they were “strangers and 
sojourners” in His land. God’s land could not be sold. But, out of financial necessity, an individual could 
lease his portion of the land to another for a set amount of time. None of God’s land could be “sold in 
perpetuity-” the terms of the lease could not exceed the time of the Jubilee. In the following verses, God 
would specify the contractual terms under which an owner of the land could (upon payment of adequate 
compensation) “redeem” his property early from those to whom he had “leased" it.  
  
It’s always important to read the fine print in contracts. As we’ll soon see, land transfers were relatively 
common for a variety of reasons. Crop failures, poor management, or even plain laziness could result in 
poverty for an individual who would then have to lease his property to pay off his debts. But God is a 
merciful God. He allowed that person (or an individual on his behalf) to buy back (“redeem”) the lease at 
any time upon payment of just compensation.  

Some may claim that it was not “fair” that the owner could “break the lease” at any time and have his 
land returned to him early. But, the lease was not broken- the terms were clearly spelled out in advance by 
God’s Levitical rules. The original owner had the legal right to redeem his land at any time. At first 
glance, this might not seem  “fair;” but it was certainly “just” under the law.  

Today, fairness is often confused with equality.  But, no contract is “equal” on both side. To seek fairness 
is to chase the wind. God made an individual contract with each of us. He sacrificed His Son that we may 
live. All we have to do in return is to believe in Him. What’s “fair” about that contract? It is, however, 
what He promised; and God always upholds His end of a contract. 

      John 3:16-“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him  
                         should not perish but have eternal life.” 
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WHAT IS FAIRNESS?  IS GOD ALWAYS FAIR? 

WHAT IS JUSTICE?  IS GOD ALWAYS JUST? 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE?   

DO YOU WANT GOD TO BE FAIR OR JUST?  

Lev 25:25-“If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property, then his nearest redeemer shall 
                    come and redeem what his brother has sold.  

                    If a man has no one to redeem it and then himself becomes prosperous and finds sufficient  
                    means to redeem it,  

                    let him calculate the years since he sold it and pay back the balance to the man to whom he 
                    sold it, and then return to his property.” 

  
Sometimes a farmer borrowed money to buy seed, but did not harvest enough to repay the loan. The 
individual might then have to lease out some of his land to cover his debt. However, as his portion of the 
land was a small part of the whole that was originally assigned to his extended kinsmen, his closest 
relative was to redeem the property to keep it in the extended family. The land then belonged to the 
redeemer, who allowed the farmer to work it.  

If, on the other hand, none of his relatives were financially able to redeem the property, then it could be 
leased to an Israelite outside of the family clan. But, if at any time the original farmer should again 
become “prosperous and finds sufficient means to redeem it,” he could buy back the lease. Once an 
adequate pro-rated compensation had been paid, the land reverted back to its original owner.    

Families take care of families. When misfortunes befall one member of a family, God expects the rest of 
the family to roll up their sleeves and pitch in to help to the best of their ability. However, one’s 
immediate family should always take precedence over extended family members. Dealing with family 
members can be a great joy, but it can also be the cause of a lot of heartache. With some relatives, you 
might have to set boundaries- it can be especially daunting when money is involved. But ultimately, God 
loves a cheerful giver:       

       2 Cor 9:7-“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,  
                          for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

WHY SHOULD FAMILIES TAKE CARE OF FAMILIES?    

HOW SHOULD FAMILIES TAKE CARE OF FAMILIES? 

HOW IS TAKING CARE OF FAMILY A JOY? 

HOW CAN TAKING CARE OF FAMILY SOMETIMES CAUSE HEARTACHE? 
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Lev 25:28-“But if he does not have sufficient means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the  
                    hand of the buyer until the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it shall be released, and he shall  
                    return to his property.” 

If the farmer fell into debt and his relatives were unable to redeem him, then he would be forced to 
temporarily turn over his land to the creditor. Since all loans were made with the Jubilee in mind, it was 
understood by both parties that the land would revert back to the original owner at the Jubilee. If the 
farmer could raise sufficient funds before the Jubilee, he had the right to redeem his land from the creditor 
at any time. This provided a means for a debtor to raise money (by leasing the land) without depriving his 
family’s future generations of their inheritance.  

In the Old Testament, the words for inheritance occur over two hundred times. The land of Canaan was 
bequeathed to Abraham and his descendants as an everlasting possession (Gen 12:1-7 ). Later, each 
Israelite family coming out of Egypt was apportioned its own inheritance as a non-transferable 
possession (Josh 13-21). The nation of Israel was even described as God's inheritance ( 1 Kings 8:53 ) 
whom the Lord would never forsake (Psalm 94:14).  

As Christians, our inheritance is far more precious than just land. Our inheritance will be an eternal and 
joyful co-existence with God. We are promised this very special inheritance through belief in His Son, 
Jesus Christ: 

      1 Peter 1:3-5-“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy,  
                              He has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus  
                              Christ from the dead,  

                              to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,  
          
                              who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be  
                              revealed in the last time.” 

WHAT IS AN INHERITANCE? 

WHAT IS YOUR WORLDLY INHERITANCE? 

WHAT IS YOUR GODLY INHERITANCE? 

WHAT KIND OF INHERITANCE DO YOU WANT TO LEAVE TO YOUR CHILDREN? 
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Lev 25:29-31-“If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may redeem it within a year of its 
                         sale. For a full year he shall have the right of redemption.  

                         If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong in  
                         perpetuity to the buyer, throughout his generations; it shall not be released in the  
                         jubilee.  

                        But the houses of the villages that have no wall around them shall be classified with the 
                        fields of the land. They may be redeemed, and they shall be released in the jubilee.” 

Land was the creation of God; “dwellings in a walled city” were the work of men. Houses were 
temporary structures that could be built or destroyed at any time. As such, these structures were inferior to 
God’s creation and were governed by a different set of rules. These homes could be bought and sold- as 
opposed to land, which could only be leased. Additionally, after the sale, a seller was only able to legally 
redeem his city home for up to one year. 

      “If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong in perpetuity to  
        the buyer, throughout his generations; it shall not be released in the jubilee.” 

Houses outside the wall of a city were considered part of God’s land. The rules pertaining to these 
structures were the same as for the land. They could be redeemed at any time and were released to the 
original landholder at the Jubilee.   

Why were there different rules for houses within the city proper and the land outside the city? The answer 
lies in the distinction between what is “created” and what is “made.” When something is created, it is 
brought into existence out of nothing. But, when an object is made, it is formed out of something that 
already exists. God created the heavens and the earth out of nothing (Gen 1:1); men merely built houses 
out of materials God had already created. There were different rules to emphasize the difference between 
God and man. God’s power, wisdom, knowledge, and abilities were meant to be seen in His creation: 

      Rom 1:20-“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been  
                         clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been  
                         made. So they are without excuse.” 

WHAT DID GOD CREATE? 

WHAT HAVE YOU MADE OUT OF GOD’S CREATION? 

WOULD GOD BE PROUD OF WHAT YOU HAVE MADE OF YOUR LIFE? 
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Lev 25:32-34-“As for the cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem at any time the houses in the  
                         cities they possess.  

                         And if one of the Levites exercises his right of redemption, then the house that was sold 
                         in a city they possess shall be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the cities of the 
                         Levites are their possession among the people of Israel.  

                        But the fields of pastureland belonging to their cities may not be sold, for that is their 
                        possession forever.” 

These laws was given to the Israelites in anticipation of their future arrival in the Promised Land. The 
Levites were to be set apart for the work of God and were to have no direct inheritance of the land.  

      Deut 18:1-2-“The Levitical priests, all the tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or inheritance with 
                             Israel. They shall eat the Lord's food offerings as their inheritance. 

                            They shall have no inheritance among their brothers; the Lord is their inheritance, as  
                            He promised them.” 

However, upon arrival in Canaan, the Levites were to be given forty-eight cities from within the other 
tribes’s territories (Nu 35:1-8; Josh 21:1-3). As the representatives of God, they were exempt from the 
rules regarding man-made dwellings within their city walls. They could redeem their homes (leased to 
another Levite) at any time upon payment of just compensation; and their houses would be automatically 
returned to them at the Jubilee. But, the land allotted to them outside the city wall could never be sold 
“for that is their possession forever.”  

Just as the Levitical priests lived off of the Lord’s food offerings from the people, our clergy lives off of 
our monetary offerings. God expects them to be well taken care of through what He has so graciously 
given  to us. God instructed the other eleven tribes of Israel to give the Levites a portion of their inherited 
land. We should be equally willing to share the possessions that God has apportioned to us.    

DO YOU SHARE WITH YOUR CLERGY WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU? 

WHAT DO YOU SHARE?  

WHY DO YOU SHARE IT? 

Lev 25:35-38-“If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall support  
                         him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you.  

                         Take no interest from him or profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live beside 
                          you.  

                         You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit.  

                         I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land 
                         of Canaan, and to be your God.” 
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God next gave detailed instruction on how a “poor” land owner (one who could not repay his debts) was 
to be treated. His land was to be held by the creditor until the debt was repaid. But, the creditor was to 
loan the owner sufficient funds to continue working the land as an itinerate farmer on his own land. The 
purpose of the loan was to help restore the owner to his former situation. No interest could be charged for 
the loan. The creditor would merely be repaid from the profits from the land until the debt was paid off. 
Once all funds had been repaid, the original owner re-took sole possession of his land. Regardless, the 
land would always revert back to him or his heirs at the time of Jubilee.  

God next gave them a reminder: 

      “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan,  
        and to be your God.” 

All the land of Canaan was God’s land. He brought them out of Egyptian slavery and He would gift the 
Promised Land to His people. He expected the Israelites to unite as one family and take care of each other 
in times of need. Because it was not appropriate to charge interest to family members in need, the 
Israelites were not allowed to charge each other interest on loans. They were “brothers” united under the 
family of God.  

As Christians, we’re also a family. But Jesus explained it is far more than genetics or mere land that 
unites us: 

      Mat 12:46-50-“While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood  
                               outside, asking to speak to him. 

                                  But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my  
                               brothers?”  

                               And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and 
                                my brothers!  

                               For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
                                mother.” 

We should always try to assist our fellow “brothers and sisters in Christ” who are in need- we are all 
members of the same family. Just like the Israelites of old, it’s our duty to help restore our family 
members to the best of our abilities.  

HOW DO TREAT THOSE IN NEED? 

WHAT IS A FAMILY? 

WHO IS YOUR FAMILY? 
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Lev 25:39-43-“If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make 
                         him serve as a slave:  

                         he shall be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until  
                         the year of the jubilee.  

                         Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his own 
                         clan and return to the possession of his fathers.  

                        For they are my servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be  
                        sold as slaves.  

                        You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear your God.” 

If a “poor” landowner had no hope of repaying the loan or of supporting his family, he could temporarily 
“sell himself” to the creditor. He would then have to work for wages which would go entirely toward 
retiring the debt. But, throughout the years of employment, the creditor could not work this fellow 
Israelite as a slave, sell him as a slave, or “rule over him ruthlessly.” An Israelite was never to become a 
slave to another Israelite. He was a fellow brother and wayfarer whom God had “brought out of the land 
of Egypt.” At the Jubilee, he or his descendants would regain the rights to his land. 

Most of us work for wages. Whether our role is as an employer or an employee, God dictates we treat 
each other justly. When each party clearly understands the expectations and obligations of an employment 
contract, the relationship usually goes smoothly. But when either treats the other “ruthlessly,” that 
relationship sours quickly. God expects the hired worker to give a just days work; and He requires the 
employer treat him not as a slave, but as a fellow sojourner in fear of the Lord.   

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN EMPLOYER? 

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN EMPLOYEE? 

HOW SHOULD THEY TREAT EACH OTHER? 

Lev 25:44-46-“As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and female 
                         slaves from among the nations that are around you.  

                         You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with you and their clans that  
                         are with you, who have been born in your land, and they may be your property.  

                         You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a possession forever. You  
                         may make slaves of them, but over your brothers the people of Israel you shall not rule, 
                         one over another ruthlessly.” 

Slavery was not a divinely designed relationship- it was never not God’s will that one man should own 
another as a piece of property. Despite this fact, slavery prevailed in the ancient world. The first secular 
evidence of slavery comes from the ancient text, Code of Hammurabi, which referred to slavery as a 
common practice that had been in place for thousands of years at the time it was written in 1754 B.C. 
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The Israelites of Levitical times were born into a world in which slavery was already a thriving enterprise. 
Ancient society was founded upon slavery and Levitical Law was not designed to suddenly disrupt this 
master-servant relationship. Levitical Law merely acknowledged it and regulated a level of servitude that 
was already established. 

But, unlike the many barbaric practices of slavery in surrounding pagan cultures, Levitical Law embraced 
certain restraining measures. The medieval Jewish philosopher, Maimonides, described the Levitical rules 
regarding the treatment of slaves as exhibiting “mercy, compassion, and forbearance.” 

Using Levitical principles, He codified Talmudic Law regarding slavery:  
    
       "You are in duty bound to see that your slave makes progress; you must benefit him and must not hurt  
         him with words. He ought to rise and advance with you, be with you in the place you chose for  
         yourself, and when fortune is good to you, do not grudge him his portion"  (“Guide for the  
         Perplexed”)   

Unfortunately, despite their humane treatment, non-Hebrew slaves were not free; they were still slaves. 
They could be bought, sold, and inherited. The Israelites were restricted to obtaining “slaves from among 
the nations around [them]” (Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, and Syrians). They were not permitted to 
buy slaves from the nations who were in the midst of them and whom they were later ordered to destroy 
(Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzite, Hivites and Jebusites):     

      Deut 20:16-18-“But in the cities of these peoples that the Lord your God is giving you for an 
                                inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes,  

                                but you shall devote them to complete destruction, the Hittites and the Amorites, the 
                                Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the Lord your God 
                                has commanded,  

                                that they may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that  
                                they have done for their gods, and so you sin against the Lord your God.”  

Additionally, God strictly prohibited one Israelite from owning another Israelite brother as a slave: 

       “…but over your brothers the people of Israel you shall not rule, one over another ruthlessly.”    

WHAT IS SLAVERY? 

WHY IS SLAVERY WRONG? 

HOW DID LEVITICAL LAW SOMEWHAT RESTRAIN SLAVERY? 
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Lev 25:47-49-“If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and your brother beside him becomes  
                         poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the  
                         stranger's clan,  

                         then after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him,  

                         or his uncle or his cousin may redeem him, or a close relative from his clan may redeem 
                         him. Or if he grows rich he may redeem himself.” 

Due to his indebtedness, an Israelite could even sell himself into an indentured relationship to a non- 
Israelite for a period of up to six years: 

      Ex 21:1-6-“Now these are the rules that you shall set before them.  

                        When you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go 
                        out free, for nothing. 

                        If he comes in single, he shall go out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go 
                        out with him.  

                      If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her  
                        children shall be her master's, and he shall go out alone.  

                      But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out  
                         free,’  

                        then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost.  
                        And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.” 

However, prior to the end of the six year period, the Israelite could be redeemed (freed from bondage) 
upon payment of his debt either by a relative or from his own savings. When he was finally released from 
this indentured relationship, he was to be sent away with a stockpile of supplies: 

      Deut 15:13-14-“And when you let [your slave] go free from you, you shall not let him go empty- 
                                handed. You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing floor,  
                                and out of your winepress. As the Lord your God has blessed you, you shall give to  
                                him.” 

WHAT IS THE EQUIVALENT OF AN INDENTURED SERVANT TODAY? 

WHY DID GOD PUT TIME LIMITS ON INDENTURED SERVANT CONTRACTS? 

HOW SHOULD INDENTURED SERVANT CONTRACTS END? 
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Lev 25:50-53-“He shall calculate with his buyer from the year when he sold himself to him until the  
                          year of jubilee, and the price of his sale shall vary with the number of years. The time 
                          he was with his owner shall be rated as the time of a hired worker.  

                         If there are still many years left, he shall pay proportionately for his redemption some of  
                         his sale price.  

                         If there remain but a few years until the year of jubilee, he shall calculate and pay for 
                         his redemption in proportion to his years of service. 

                        He shall treat him as a worker hired year by year. He shall not rule ruthlessly over him 
                        in your sight.” 

The price of redemption of a Hebrew indentured servant was determined according to the remaining 
length of the contract until the seventh year. His early release was to be an equitable arrangement that did 
not harm either party. Until his redemption, this Israelite indentured servant was to be treated not as a 
slave, but as a hired worker. He was not to be ruled over in ruthless manner.  

How should Christians handle business relationships?  A tremendous Biblical principle on which to build 
that relationship is found in what has been traditionally called Jesus’  “Golden Rule:”  

      Matt 7:12-“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and  
                          the Prophets.” 

We are called to consider others first. Wise men always treat others as they themselves would like to be 
treated. That’s just good business. 

HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS APPROACH BUSINESS RELATIONSHIPS? 

HOW SHOULD THE “GOLDEN RULE” APPLY TO BUSINESS? 

WHY IS FOLLOWING THE “GOLDEN RULE” GOOD BUSINESS? 

Lev 25:54-55-“And if he is not redeemed by these means, then he and his children with him shall be  
                         released in the year of jubilee.  

                         For it is to me that the people of Israel are servants. They are my servants whom I  
                         brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 

If the Israelite servant could not be redeemed and the Jubilee was to occur before the sixth year, he was to 
be released at the Jubilee. The non-Israelite was required to submit to the laws of Jubilee just as a 
Hebrew. At the year of Jubilee, the servant was freed of his obligations and he, his wife (being understood 
to be part of him), and his children returned to their own family. 
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The Jubilee prevented the permanent accumulation of land in the hands of a few, and periodically raised 
up those Israelites who became impoverished due to misfortune or even by their own misguided actions. 
It also preserved family genealogies. All of the land ultimately belonged to God and every Israelite was 
subservient to Him.  

The Jubilee horns blown every fifty years proclaimed God’s social order appointed for His people. They 
were to bring comfort and liberty to the Israelites. It was a forerunner of the true freedom and comfort we  
have every day with our belief in Jesus Christ. We are no longer under the Law; we are now under God’s 
Grace.    

HOW DID THE JUBILEE BRING COMFORT AND LIBERTY TO THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL? 

HOW DOES THE JUBILEE REPRESENT THE COMFORT AND LIBERTY WE NOW HAVE IN 
JESUS? 

WHY ARE WE NO LONGER UNDER THE LAW? 

HOW ARE WE NOW UNDER GRACE? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 26 
  

BLESSINGS  OR CONSEQUENCES  

Leviticus 26:1-46 

1 “You shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or pillar, and you shall not set up a 
 figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am the Lord your God.  

2 You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord. 

3 “If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do them,  

4 then I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of 
the field shall yield their fruit.  

5 Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last to the time 
for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell in your land securely.  

6 I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. And I will 
remove harmful beasts from the land, and the sword shall not go through your land.  

7 You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.  

8 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies 
shall fall before you by the sword.  

9 I will turn to you and make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant with you.  

10 You shall eat old store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the new.  

11 I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you.  

12 And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people.  

13 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their 
slaves. And I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect. 

14 “But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments,  

15 if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my 
commandments, but break my covenant,  

16 then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease and fever that consume the 
eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.  

17 I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down before your enemies. Those who hate 
you shall rule over you, and you shall flee when none pursues you.  
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18 And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again sevenfold for your 
sins,  

19 and I will break the pride of your power, and I will make your heavens like iron and your earth like 
bronze.  

20 And your strength shall be spent in vain, for your land shall not yield its increase, and the trees of 
the land shall not yield their fruit. 

21 “Then if you walk contrary to me and will not listen to me, I will continue striking you, sevenfold 
for your sins.  

22 And I will let loose the wild beasts against you, which shall bereave you of your children and destroy 
your livestock and make you few in number, so that your roads shall be deserted. 

23 “And if by this discipline you are not turned to me but walk contrary to me,  

24 then I also will walk contrary to you, and I myself will strike you sevenfold for your sins.  

25 And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for the covenant. And if you gather 
within your cities, I will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into the hand of the 
enemy.  

26 When I break your supply of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in a single oven and shall dole 
out your bread again by weight, and you shall eat and not be satisfied. 

27 “But if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me,  

28 then I will walk contrary to you in fury, and I myself will discipline you sevenfold for your sins.  

29 You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters.  

30 And I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and cast your dead bodies 
upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you.  

31 And I will lay your cities waste and will make your sanctuaries desolate, and I will not smell your 
pleasing aromas.  

32 And I myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled at it.  

33 And I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land 
shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. 

34 “Then the land shall enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while you are in your enemies' 
land; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths.  

35 As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did not have on your Sabbaths when you 
were dwelling in it.  

36 And as for those of you who are left, I will send faintness into their hearts in the lands of their 
enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put them to flight, and they shall flee as one flees from the 
sword, and they shall fall when none pursues.  
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37 They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape a sword, though none pursues. And you shall 
have no power to stand before your enemies.  

38 And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up.  

39 And those of you who are left shall rot away in your enemies' lands because of their iniquity, and 
also because of the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like them. 

40 “But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their treachery that they 
committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me,  

41 so that I walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then their 
uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquity,  

42 then I will remember my covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant with Isaac and my 
covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land.  

43 But the land shall be abandoned by them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, 
and they shall make amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred 
my statutes.  

44 Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn them, neither will I 
abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them, for I am the Lord their 
God.  

45 But I will for their sake remember the covenant with their forefathers, whom I brought out of the 
land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the Lord.” 

46 These are the statutes and rules and laws that the Lord made between himself and the people of 
Israel through Moses on Mount Sinai.” 
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Lev 26:1-“You shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or pillar, and you shall not set up  
                   a figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am the Lord your God."  

The Hebrew word for “idols” carried the meaning of “nothingness” or “things of naught.” The worshiping 
of such meaningless things was strictly prohibited by God: 

      Ex 20:4-5-“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
                         heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
  
                         You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous  
                         God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth  
                         generation of those who hate me,” 

Carved wooden images, pillars filled with superstitious graffiti, and sculptured stone obelisks inscribed in  
homage to “guardian divinities” (such as were commonly worshiped in the surrounding nations) had no 
place in God’s land. Only the One True God was to be worshiped. All other “gods” were “things of 
naught.”  

What are idols today? Simply stated, an idol is anything that we love, desire, or pursue more than God. 
They are the worthless “things of naught” that take our focus off God and put the spotlight on our own 
selfish wants. How should we handle idols today? The Apostle Paul gave a simple bit of advise that still 
holds true today, “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry”(1 Cor 10:14). Don’t walk, run as fast as you 
can!  

WHAT ARE YOUR IDOLS? 

WHO ARE YOUR IDOLS? 

HOW DO YOU WORSHIP YOUR IDOLS? 

ARE YOU READY TO RUN FROM YOUR IDOLS ? 

       

Lev 26:2-“You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.” 

The Sabbaths of the seventh day and of the seventh year were to be honored because keeping God’s 
Sabbaths was an antidote to idolatry. Honoring God regularly made one less likely to be attracted to 
meaningless “things of naught.” God taught the best way to avoid idolatry was not just to try to avoid that 
sin, but to focus on Him instead. He alone was deserving of worship- He was the Lord.    

Most of us try to avoid sin by depending on our own willpower to overcome its influence; but that’s a 
fool’s errand. Trusting in ourselves is destined for failure- it only leads to much anguish and later self-
condemnation. We can conquer sin only by setting our sights on God and following His path to escape 
temptation:    

      1 Cor 10:13-“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 
                               will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also  
                               provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 
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DO YOU TRY TO OVERCOME SIN THROUGH WILLPOWER? 

WHY IS THAT A FOOLS ERRAND? 

HOW SHOULD YOU AVOID SIN? 

Lev 26:3-“If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do them,…”  

God was about to outline a multitude of rewards He would bestow upon those who walked in His statutes 
and who observed His commandments. After presenting twenty-five chapters of Levitical Law, He was 
now about to describe the many benefits of following those six-hundred-thirteen statutes. Great blessings 
awaited all that could “do” all of His commandments. But, for those who failed, the penalties were severe.   

As Christians, we know our blessings are not just temporal- they’re eternal. We also understand we can 
not earn our way to salvation through our works because we’re incapable of “doing” all of God’s 
commandments It’s only by grace we’ve been saved from the penalties of sin. We have absolutely no 
reason to boast about our own accomplishments because we truly have nothing to offer God but our 
acceptance of His Son’s gracious sacrifice.   

      Eph 2:8-9-“For by grace you have been saved. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  
                          not a result of works, so that no one may boast”   

DO YOU TRY TO FOLLOW ALL OF GOD’S LAWS? 

WHAT’S YOUR TRACK RECORD ON FOLLOWING ALL OF GOD’S LAWS? 

ARE THERE CONSEQUENCES TO ACCEPTING GOD’S GIFT?  

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO GIVE UP WHEN YOU ACCEPT GOD’S GIFT? 

Lev 26:4-5-“…then I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its increase, and  
                      the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.  

                     Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last 
                     to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell in your land  
                     securely” 

(If they walked in His statutes and observe His commandments), God’s would bless their land. Because 
there were no rivers for irrigation, the Israelites were entirely dependent upon rain to sustain their crops. 
God would cause His rains to fall “in their season”- at the end of autumn (seedtime) and in the spring 
(before the beginning of harvest). The barley, wheat, and fruit crops would be so plentiful their threshing 
season would last well into the harvest time of the grapes. There would be no idle time between seasons 
and their stomachs would always be full.   
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Under Old Testament Levitical Law, God’s blessing of abundance was conditional- it required absolute 
obedience to his statutes. But, under the New Covenant Law of Grace, God’s blessing of abundance is 
unconditional- it’s freely given. The real question is, “What is the definition of abundance?” Secular 
dictionaries define it as “an amount that is more than enough.” The abundance that Jesus offers is just 
that- it’s an unsurpassed fullness of life that looks forward to eternal bliss with God:  

      John 10:9-10- “I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
                               pasture.  

                              The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and 
                              have it abundantly.”   

Unfortunately, some espouse a “Name It and Claim It” doctrine that proclaims this promise of abundance 
points to mere financial or worldly riches. It falsely states if one only has enough faith, God will bestow 
material blessings. But, this “Prosperity Gospel” is antithesis to the true Gospel. Jesus didn’t promise us 
health, wealth and happiness now. In fact, we’re instructed not to lay up treasures on this earth: 

      Mat 6:19-21-“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and  
                             where thieves break in and steal,  

                             but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
                             where thieves do not break in and steal.  

                             For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  

Instead of pursuing worldly treasures, Christians are called to deny themselves, take up their cross, and 
follow Jesus- even unto death: 

      Mat 16:24-26-“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself  
                               and take up his cross and follow me.  

                         For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
                               will find it.  

                              For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or 
                               what shall a man give in return for his soul?”  

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A  CONDITIONAL AND AN UNCONDITIONAL 
PROMISE?  

WHAT IS THE “PROSPERITY GOSPEL'S” DEFINITION OF ABUNDANCE? 

WHAT IS CHRIST’S DEFINITION OF ABUNDANCE? 
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Lev 26:6-8-“I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. And  
                     I will remove harmful beasts from the land, and the sword shall not go through your land.  

                     You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.  

                     Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and  
                     your enemies shall fall before you by the sword.”  

(If they walked in His statutes and observe His commandments), God would grant them peace. The 
Israelites would be enabled to cut through their enemies like a knife through butter. Even in the face of 
overwhelming odds, God would deliver their enemies to them on a silver platter. God’s people had 
nothing to fear- He would protect them.  

This conditional promise was kept until God’s people failed to live up to their side of the bargain. Years 
later they would be scattered to the wind because of disobedience to His commandments. Today, God’s 
promise of peace is un-conditional. But, the peace we have in Jesus is not an absence of tribulation in this 
world- it’s much more. It is the understanding that once saved, there is nothing that can separate us from 
God’s presence. Jesus came to overcome the world that we may share in His everlasting life:  

      John 16:33-“I have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will  
                           have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” 

WHAT IS THE PEACE OF THE WORLD? 

WHAT IS THE PEACE OF GOD? 

HOW DO THEY DIFFER? 

Lev 26:9-12-“I will turn to you and make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant  
                       with you.  

                       You shall eat old store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the new.  

                       I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you.  

                      And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people.”  

(If they walked in His statutes and observe His commandments), God would multiply His people and 
honor His covenant. He would bless them, make their name great, and turn them into a great nation (Gen 
12:2). Their bellies would be full and their homes would be plentiful. God would walk among them- He 
was their God and they were His people. He would not “abhor” their presence.  

As Christians, we have Christ’s un-conditional promise to look forward to: 

      Rev 21:3-“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is  
                        with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
                        with them as their God” 
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God will have no reason to “abhor” us for our sins. We have been forgiven and have been made cleaner 
than a new snowfall: 

      1 John 1:9-“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
                          all unrighteousness.”  

WHAT IS GOD’S UNCONDITIONAL PROMISE TO US? 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO CONFESS? 

HOW IS GOD BEEN FAITHFUL TO YOU? 

Lev 26:13-“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be  
                    their slaves. And I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.” 

After generations of slavery, God had miraculously brought the Israelites out of Egypt to begin their 
journey to His Promised Land. No longer were they under the oppressive yoke of a tyrannical pharaoh. 
God had “broken the bars” of that restraint and had given them a freedom of will to choose their own 
destiny. But, as He was their Lord and Redeemer, it would only be wise of them to follow the One who 
enabled them to “walk erect.”  They were to serve Him because He was the Ruler they so desperately 
needed. He alone held the keys to their shackles.  

Absolute freedom is the power and right to act, speak, or think as one wants without hindrance or 
restraint. But individual freedoms don’t live in a vacuum- they often come with unintended negative 
consequences. We can exercise our own freedom only in relationship with the world around us. That’s 
why our individual freedom must have some restraints.   

The first thing God did upon deliverance of His people was to give them His Levitical Law as a restraint 
on their own selfish desires. Today, Christ has given us the ultimate freedom from the bondage of sin and 
the slavery of Satan. But even that freedom must come with self-imposed restraints on our sinful 
behavior: 

      Rom 6:15-18-“What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no  
                               means!”  

                              Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are 
                               slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 
                              which leads to righteousness?  

                              But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from 
                              the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,  

                              and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness” 

WHAT IS FREEDOM? 

WHY DOES FREEDOM HAVE TO BE RESTRAINED? 

WHAT RESTRAINS YOU IN YOUR FREEDOM? 
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Lev  26:14-16-“But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments,  

                          if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all  
                          my commandments, but break my covenant,  

                          then I will do this to you:…” 

After outlining the many benefits of following His divine path, God was now about to describe the 
penalties He would unleash upon those who disobeyed His commandments. Spurning His statutes and 
despising His rules would be a breach of the covenant God had made with His people. It would result in 
serious consequences.   

Today, our choice is not as much about following God’s Laws as it is about following God’ Son. The 
consequence of rejecting Jesus is the pain of reaping the results of that rebellion. Blinded by falsehoods, 
those who reject Him will be left to their own devices and will suffer needlessly. The decision to accept or 
reject Jesus as Savior is the ultimate life decision- the wrong choice has disastrous eternal consequences:  

     Acts 4:12-“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among  
                        men by which we must be saved.” 

    John 12:48-“The one who rejects Me and does not receive My words has a judge; the word that I have  
                         spoken will judge him on the last day.” 

WHAT IS DISOBEDIENCE? 

WHAT ARE THE USUAL CONSEQUENCES OF REJECTING LAWS? 

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF REJECTING CHRIST? 

Lev 26:16-17-“…then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting disease and fever  
                        that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your seed in vain, for  
                        your enemies shall eat it.  

                        I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down before your enemies. Those 
                        who hate you shall rule over you, and you shall flee when none pursues you.” 

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would visit them 
with panic, disease, and heartache. Their hated enemies would overrun them and they would be ruled 
over by them. The Israelites would fear their enemies so much they would even flee from them when they 
were not pursued. God’s wrath was formidable.  

Today, far too many preachers deliver feel good messages of God’s grace while omitting the flip side of 
the coin- His wrath. Some even teach there is no hell. There will be fierce judgement on those who teach 
such lies and omit from their pulpit the need for repentance: 

      James 3:1-“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach  
                         will be judged with greater strictness” 
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They would be better served to seek their guidance from Scripture. God’s wrath is real. The day is coming 
when those who choose to be judged according to their own works will discover they’ve been deceived 
by the world.  They will experience God’s fierce wrath and the unrelenting torment caused by their 
actions. It will be too late to beg for mercy.   

      Rev 20:12-14- “And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
                               opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life.  And the dead were  
                               judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 

                               Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
                               lake of fire.  

                                  And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the  
                               lake of fire.” 

WHAT IS WRATH? 

WHAT IS GOD’S WRATH? 

HOW DO WE AVOID GOD’S WRATH? 

WHEN WILL IT BE TOO LATE TO AVOID GOD’S WRATH? 

Lev 26:18-20-“And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again sevenfold  
                         for your sins,  

                         and I will break the pride of your power, and I will make your heavens like iron and 
                         your earth like bronze.  

                        And your strength shall be spent in vain, for your land shall not yield its increase, and 
                        the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit.” 

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would discipline 
them sevenfold for their sins. He would break their arrogant pride. The lack of God’s rain would harden 
their land and their crops would wither. God would show them their perceived strength was merely 
pretense and vanity. They could do nothing without God’s power enabling them.  

How often has our pride gotten in the way of righteous decisions? When we have an inordinately high 
opinion of our own self-importance, our vision get cloudy. We easily observe the thorn in another’s eye 
but we too often fail to see the log that protrudes out of our own (Mat 7:3). God’s vision is always 20/20- 
He sees all of our imperfections but loves us anyway. Perhaps it’s time to put on our glasses and see 
ourselves for who we really are before our pride gets in the way and we stumble and fall. God’s discipline  
is often painful.  

WHAT IS PRIDE? 

WHY ARE YOU PRIDEFUL? 

HAS YOUR PRIDE GOTTEN IN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS? 

�376



Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 26:21-22-“Then if you walk contrary to me and will not listen to me, I will continue striking you, 
                         sevenfold for your sins.  

                         And I will let loose the wild beasts against you, which shall bereave you of your children 
                         and destroy your livestock and make you few in number, so that your roads shall be 
                         deserted.”    

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would continue to 
strike them down sevenfold. He would allow wild beasts to kill their children and destroy their livestock. 
Trade and commerce would be destroyed- freedom and safety on their highways would vanish. They 
would become a diminished nation that was only a remnant of their prior glory.  

While some nations are destroyed by conquerors, most decline due to rot within their own walls. A nation 
that walks contrary to God and will not listen to His voice is destined for failure. The Book of Leviticus is 
God’s gift to us as a template for a just and moral government. Without God as its foundation, a nation 
will eventually fall- it is just a matter of time. When will our nation wake up to that reality?  

HOW ARE NATIONS DESTROYED BY ROT WITHIN THEIR WALLS? 

WHAT ROT HAS PENETRATED THE WALLS OF OUR COUNTRY? 

HOW IS THAT ROT DESTROYING OUR COUNTRY? 

Lev 26:23-26-“And if by this discipline you are not turned to me but walk contrary to me,  

                         then I also will walk contrary to you, and I myself will strike you sevenfold for your 
                         sins.  

                         And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for the covenant. And  
                         if you gather within your cities, I will send pestilence among you, and you shall be  
                        delivered into the hand of the enemy.  

                        When I break your supply of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in a single oven  
                        and shall dole out your bread again by weight, and you shall eat and not be satisfied.” 

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would eventually 
become hostile towards them. He would avenge His broken covenant by sword, pestilence, and famine. 
The pangs of hunger would permeate their nation and they would be delivered into the hands of their 
enemies. They would live a life of captivity due their insolence.  

Many people live a life of captivity today; but, their chains are not physical. Walking contrary to God 
leads to spiritual bondage. As Jesus said, ”Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave 
of sin" (John 8:34). The short term gratification of sin eventually leaves one isolated, empty, angry, and 
tormented. When one rebells against God, the results are never good.  
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Sin is a chain that only Jesus can break. We have a choice- we can choose the chains of sin or we can 
yoke ourselves to the One who willingly takes on our burdens. We can attempt to carry the weight of our 
sins alone, or we can accept the rest that He offers. We can suffer the ultimate penalty of our sins- death; 
or we can accept His free gift of eternal life. The choice is simple. 

      Mat 11:28-30-“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

                               Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and  
                                you will find rest for your souls.  

                               For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

WHAT IS SPIRITUAL BONDAGE? 

WHAT  SPIRITUAL BONDAGE ARE YOU UNDER? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO ENABLE YOU TO BE SET FREE? 

Lev 26:27-30-“But if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me,  

                         then I will walk contrary to you in fury, and I myself will discipline you sevenfold for 
                         your sins.  

                         You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters.  

                         And I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and cast your dead  
                         bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you.” 

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would unleash His 
fury and He would severely discipline His people. Their dead bodies would be cast upon their idolatrous 
altars. Given over to their depravity, the people would even commit the most unthinkable of all atrocities - 
they would eat the flesh of their own children. Israel’s future would indeed include multiple sieges where 
these abhorrent deeds would come to fruition (2 Kings 6:28-29; Lam 4:10). God would abhor them. 

      Deut 28:53-57-“ And you shall eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your sons and daughters, whom 
                                  the Lord your God has given you, in the siege and in the distress with which your  
                                  enemies shall distress you.  

                                 The man who is the most tender and refined among you will begrudge food to his  
                                  brother, to the wife he embraces, and to the last of the children whom he has left,      

                                  so that he will not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children whom he is 
                                  eating, because he has nothing else left, in the siege and in the distress with which  
                                  your enemy shall distress you in all your towns.  
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                                  The most tender and refined woman among you, who would not venture to set the  
                                   sole of her foot on the ground because she is so delicate and tender, will begrudge  
                                   to the husband she embraces, to her son and to her daughter,  

                                   her afterbirth that comes out from between her feet and her children whom she  
                                   bears, because lacking everything she will eat them secretly, in the siege and in the 
                                   distress with which your enemy shall distress you in your towns.” 

Our depravity is the result of the fall of mankind. Sin extends to every aspect of our humanity- our mind, 
our body, our will, and our emotions. Every person since Adam and Eve (except Jesus) has been born 
with a nature that is in rebellion against God. There is a corruption in the human heart that affects 
everything we do and makes us completely dependent on God’s grace for salvation. On our own, we can 
do nothing to please God. 

But, fortunately, our God is a merciful God. He allowed His Son to take upon Himself what we deserve. 
Jesus redeemed us from our depravity. 

      Eph 2:4-5-“But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  

                        even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-by grace  
                        you have been saved” 

WHAT IS DEPRAVITY? 

WHAT IS MANKIND’S SIN NATURE? 

HOW DOES YOUR SIN NATURE AFFECT YOU TODAY?  

Lev 26:31-35-“ And I will lay your cities waste and will make your sanctuaries desolate, and I will not 
                          smell your pleasing aromas.  

                          And I myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be 
                          appalled at it.  

                          And I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and  
                          your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. 

                          “Then the land shall enjoy its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while you are in your  
                          enemies' land; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths.  

                           As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did not have on your  
                           Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it.” 

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would lay their cities 
to waste and devastate their land. He would scatter the Israelites to the wind- they would no longer be a  
nation. Their land would enjoy many Sabbaths alone because the Israelites would no longer be around to 
honor them- this Jewish “diaspora" would last for many generations.  
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The twelve tribes of Israel God brought out of Egypt remained united as a one nation for only a few 
hundred years before dividing into two separate kingdoms. Shortly after the death of King Solomon in 
931 BC., Israel (the “Northern Kingdom”) and Judah (the “Southern Kingdom”) split the nation along 
tribal affiliations. The Northern Kingdom included the tribes of Reuben, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Ephraim, and Manasseh. The Southern Kingdom was formed from the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin.  

Approximately five hundred years after God first formed the nation of Israel, He finally had enough of 
the insolence of His chosen people. Between 740 and 729 BC., He allowed the Northern Kingdom to be 
conquered by the Assyrians and carried away into exile. Less than a century and a half later, in 597 B.C., 
Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian armies ravaged the lands of the Southern Kingdom. After a terrible and 
agonizing siege, Jerusalem fell and its people were forced into Babylonian exile. These defeats marked 
the first of two great Jewish “diaspora.”  

Upon the defeat of the Neo-Babylonian Empire by the Cyrus the Great (538 B.C.), the Jewish people 
were allowed to return to Jerusalem, and the Second Temple was built. Israel was a whole nation again 
but under the influence of foreign powers. In 64 B.C., Rome conquered the area of Judea, turning it into a 
Roman province. Jewish uprisings ensued over the next hundred years until finally, in 70 A.D. the Jewish 
rebellion was defeated and The Temple was destroyed. This began the second Jewish “diaspora”  that 
lasted until the nation of Israel was reestablished on May 14, 1948 (after the Holocaust of World War II). 
God finally allowed His people to regain the home that He originally intended for them.   

God always keeps His promises- both for His blessings and for His chastisement. We have no reason to 
ever be surprised by His actions. God speaks plainly to those who want to listen: 

       Mat 11:15-“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

WHY DOES GOD ALLOWED NATIONS TO BE DESTROYED? 

HOW DID THE DIASPORA NEGATIVELY AFFECT THE JEWS? 

HOW DID THE DIASPORA POSITIVELY AFFECT THE JEWS? 

WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN DIASPORA? 

HOW HAS IT PROMOTED THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL? 

  

�380

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrus_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Temple


Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 26:36-39-“ And as for those of you who are left, I will send faintness into their hearts in the lands 
                          of their enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put them to flight, and they shall flee  
                          as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall when none pursues.  

                         They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape a sword, though none pursues. And 
                          you shall have no power to stand before your enemies.  

                         And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up.  

                         And those of you who are left shall rot away in your enemies' lands because of their 
                         iniquity, and also because of the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like  
                         them.” 

(If they would not listen to Him and would not do all of His commandments…), God would administer a 
punishment that was almost worse than death. He would cause those who were left in their enemies’s 
hands to quake in fear, timidity, and cowardice. Even “the sound of a driven leaf shall put them to flight, 
and they shall flee as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall when none pursues.”  

They would be powerless before their enemies. Because of their iniquities, they would “rot away” their 
days in exile, and they would “perish among the nations” that ruled over them.  Their enemy's land would 
eat them alive from the inside out as they lived out their lives in fear of their own shadows.  

Fear is the unpleasant emotion caused by the belief someone or something is dangerous and is likely to 
cause pain. To live in fear is agonizing and contrary to what God desires for us. For a Christian, a spirit of 
fearfulness and timidity does not come from God. 

      2 Tim1:7-“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 

The apostle Paul gave us a simple solution to our fears and anxieties: 

      Phil 4:6-9- “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with  
                           thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

                           And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and  
                           your minds in Christ Jesus. 
           
                           Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
                           pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 
                           anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  

                           What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me- practice these things, 
                           and the God of peace will be with you.” 

WHAT IS FEAR? 

WHAT DO YOU FEAR? 

HOW HAS FEAR PARALYZED YOU? 

WHAT IS THE SOLUTION TO YOUR FEAR? 
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Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Lev 26:40-43-“But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their treachery that 
                         they committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me,  

                         so that I walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of their enemies- if  
                         then their uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquity,  

                         then I will remember my covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant with 
                         Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 

                         But the land shall be abandoned by them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate 
                         without them, and they shall make amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my 
                         rules and their soul abhorred my statutes." 

                         
(“If they confessed their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers,… if they humbled their uncircumcised 
hearts, … and they make amends for their iniquity…" ), then God would “remember” His promises to 
their forefathers- Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham. After they repented, He would forgive His people of their 
transgressions and would restore their land that lay “desolate without them.” Its Sabbath rest would be 
over and God’s people could return to the land God had once graciously given them. His mercy knew no 
bounds.  

Mercy is the withholding of just condemnation. God’s mercy is required for us to be with Him- without it, 
we would suffer the condemnation of being out of His presence forever. Jesus laid down His life so God’s 
mercy could be extended to us. He allowed His Son to take on our rightful punishment that we could 
receive an unmerited reconciliation with God. We should confess our iniquity and humble our hearts in 
recognition of this precious gift.  

WHAT IS MERCY? 

WHAT IS GOD’S MERCY? 

WHAT DO YOU DESERVE? 

Lev 26:44-45-“Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn them,  
                          neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with  
                          them, for I am the Lord their God.  

                          But I will for their sake remember the covenant with their forefathers, whom I brought  
                          out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the  
                          Lord.” 

God was a God of His Word. He might administer needed discipline upon His wayward people, but He 
would never utterly abandon them. God had made a sacred covenant with their forefathers and He would 
not break that contract despite the failures of the Israelites. He had brought them out of the land of Egypt 
in the sight of the nations for a purpose. They were His chosen people; He was their Lord. 
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Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

Even today, God never abandons us despite our constant failures. His Word is reliable- the everlasting life 
He promised us is a sure thing. Once we place our faith in His Son, our salvation can never be taken 
away. Even the sins we struggle with today can not snatch us away from the eternal life we have in Jesus. 
We’re His chosen children; He’s our Lord.    

      John 10:27-30- “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.  

                              I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 
                                  of my hand.  

                                 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 
                                 snatch them out of the Father's hand.  

                                 I and the Father are one.”  

WHY DOES GOD KEEP HIS COVENANTS? 

WHY DOES GOD NOT ABANDON US? 

WHY CAN OUR SALVATION NEVER BE SNATCHED AWAY? 

Lev 26:46-“These are the statutes and rules and laws that the Lord made between himself and the  
                    people of Israel through Moses on Mount Sinai.” 

God’s Laws were established to protect His people. Due to their sin nature, they could not survive without 
“statutes and rules and laws” to maintain order, resolve conflicts, and preserve their rights and liberties. 
God wanted the Israelites to reach their full potential- both as individuals and as a nation. Obedience to 
His Laws was critical to their nation’s survival.   

Even today, obedience to God’s laws is critical to our nation’s survival; but those laws are no longer the 
Laws of ancient Israel. Though many of our present day laws owe their origin to Levitical Law, we are 
now under the Law of Grace. But that does not mean that we are no longer under any governmental 
authority. Christians are subject to the same secular laws as everyone else because there would be no law 
without God.    

      Rom 13:1-2-“ Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
                               except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.  

                         Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those  
                               who resist will incur judgment.” 

Christians are to be involved in the political process that establishes our laws. Though it would be nice if 
all of our governmental offices were held by committed Christians, that is just not the case today. If more 
God fearing Christians would step up to the plate and enter the political arena, our country might be in a 
better place. In the mean time, sometimes the best we can do is to vote. We should follow the advise of 
noted evangelist, Rabi Zacharias- vote for the candidate that can deliver the best “fertile ground” for  
Christ’s Gospel to flourish.    
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WHY ARE LAWS NEEDED? 

HOW SHOULD WE FOLLOW GOD’S LAWS TODAY? 

WHY SHOULD CHRISTIANS BE INVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS? 

HOW DO YOU CHOOSE THE CANDIDATE THAT CAN DELIVER THE BEST  
 “FERTILE GROUND”  FOR THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL? 
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 LEVITICUS CHAPTER 27 
  

THE VALUE OF VOWS 

Leviticus 27:1-34 

1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, If anyone makes a special vow to the Lord involving 
the valuation of persons,  

3 then the valuation of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years old shall be fifty shekels of silver, 
according to the shekel of the sanctuary.  

4 If the person is a female, the valuation shall be thirty shekels.  

5 If the person is from five years old up to twenty years old, the valuation shall be for a male twenty 
shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 

 6 If the person is from a month old up to five years old, the valuation shall be for a male five shekels 
of silver, and for a female the valuation shall be three shekels of silver.  

7 And if the person is sixty years old or over, then the valuation for a male shall be fifteen shekels, and 
for a female ten shekels.  

8 And if someone is too poor to pay the valuation, then he shall be made to stand before the priest, and 
the priest shall value him; the priest shall value him according to what the vower can afford. 

9 “If the vow is an animal that may be offered as an offering to the Lord, all of it that he gives to the 
Lord is holy.  

10 He shall not exchange it or make a substitute for it, good for bad, or bad for good; and if he does in 
fact substitute one animal for another, then both it and the substitute shall be holy.  

11 And if it is any unclean animal that may not be offered as an offering to the Lord, then he shall 
stand the animal before the priest,  

12 and the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall be.  

13 But if he wishes to redeem it, he shall add a fifth to the valuation. 

14 “When a man dedicates his house as a holy gift to the Lord, the priest shall value it as either good 
or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand.  

15 And if the donor wishes to redeem his house, he shall add a fifth to the valuation price, and it shall 
be his. 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16 “If a man dedicates to the Lord part of the land that is his possession, then the valuation shall be in 
proportion to its seed. A homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver.  

17 If he dedicates his field from the year of jubilee, the valuation shall stand,  

18 but if he dedicates his field after the jubilee, then the priest shall calculate the price according to the 
years that remain until the year of jubilee, and a deduction shall be made from the valuation.  

19 And if he who dedicates the field wishes to redeem it, then he shall add a fifth to its valuation price, 
and it shall remain his.  

20 But if he does not wish to redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to another man, it shall not be 
redeemed anymore.  

21 But the field, when it is released in the jubilee, shall be a holy gift to the Lord, like a field that has 
been devoted. The priest shall be in possession of it.  

22 If he dedicates to the Lord a field that he has bought, which is not a part of his possession,  

23 then the priest shall calculate the amount of the valuation for it up to the year of jubilee, and the 
man shall give the valuation on that day as a holy gift to the Lord.  

24 In the year of jubilee the field shall return to him from whom it was bought, to whom the land 
belongs as a possession.  

25 Every valuation shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall make a 
shekel. 

26 “But a firstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the Lord, no man may dedicate; 
whether ox or sheep, it is the Lord's.  

27 And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back at the valuation, and add a fifth to it; or, if 
it is not redeemed, it shall be sold at the valuation. 

28 “But no devoted thing that a man devotes to the Lord, of anything that he has, whether man or 
beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is most holy to the Lord.  

29 No one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction from mankind, shall be ransomed; he shall 
surely be put to death. 

30 “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the Lord's; it is 
holy to the Lord.  

31 If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it.  

32 And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the herdsman's staff, 
shall be holy to the Lord.  

33 One shall not differentiate between good or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for it; and if he 
does substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.” 

34 These are the commandments that the Lord commanded Moses for the people of Israel on Mount 
Sinai. 
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Lev 27:1-2-“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  

                    “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, If anyone makes a special vow to the Lord  
                      involving the valuation of persons,…” 

This last chapter of the book of Leviticus deals with the valuation of vows offered to God in support of the 
Sanctuary. These vows were monetary pledges of land, animals, and even people that had a financial 
worth. The one who made the vow was offering these objects and persons to the Sanctuary with the 
intention of “redeeming” (“buying back”) the vow for a predetermined price. This chapter outlines the 
prescribed monetary appraisal of each of those pledges, starting with the "valuation of persons.”  

What was being offered was not the actual person, but that individual’s service to the Sanctuary. 
However, because God had ordained only Levites and priests could serve in the Sanctuary, an ordinary 
Israelite could not actually offer his services. Therefore, the person who “vowed himself” (or his family 
members) to Sanctuary service was not ever going to be able to carry out that vow because he was 
restricted by Law from doing so. The only thing he could do was to “buy back” (“redeem”) that vow for a 
predetermined price and, thus, support the Sanctuary’s work financially. What follows was the “fee 
schedule" imposed for “buying back” those vows.  

What have you vowed to God- your money, your service, your home, your family?  Each has worth. Our 
offerings are no longer valued in shekels; but there is a cost incurred. Whether it’s money, time, or 
possessions, God expects us to give what has value to us. .  

      Prov 3:9-“Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce.” 

WHAT IS A VOW? 

WHAT SERVICE HAVE YOU PLEDGED TO THE LORD? 

WHAT DID IT COST YOU? 

Lev 27:3-7-“…then the valuation of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years old shall be fifty  
                    shekels of silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary.  

                    If the person is a female, the valuation shall be thirty shekels.  

                    If the person is from five years old up to twenty years old, the valuation shall be for a male 
                    twenty shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 

                    If the person is from a month old up to five years old, the valuation shall be for a male five  
                    shekels of silver, and for a female the valuation shall be three shekels of silver.  

                   And if the person is sixty years old or over, then the valuation for a male shall be fifteen 
                   shekels, and for a female ten shekels.”        
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These verses list the prescribed fee schedule imposed to “buy back” individuals “pledged” to the service 
of the Sanctuary. Men from 20-60 years of age were valued at 50 shekels; women of the same age, 30 
shekels.  Boys from 5-20 years old were to be redeemed for 20 shekels and girls of the same age range, 
10.  Infants and toddlers, from 1 month to 5 years were valued at 5 shekels for a boy and 3 for a girl. A 
person, over 60 years of age was considered to be worth only 15 shekels for a male and 10 for a female. 

A single shekel was a substantial amount of money- at that time, it was the equivalent of one month’s 
wages. Therefore, whereas the most valued vow of service (men of 20-60 years of age) was worth four 
years of wages, even the least valued (a female toddler) was to be redeemed for a full three months of 
salary.   

What’s your value to God? The truth is we all have value to Him- not because of what we can do, but 
because of who we are. We’re His children and have value because of Jesus. But each of us has a unique 
ability God has given and the church body requires every one of those skills to function. None is more 
valuable than another.   

      Rom 12:4-5-“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the  
                             same function, 

                        so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of  
                             another.” 

WHAT IS VALUE? 

WHAT IS YOUR VALUE? 

WHAT IS YOUR VALUE TO GOD? 

Lev 27:8-“And if someone is too poor to pay the valuation, then he shall be made to stand before the 
                  priest, and the priest shall value him; the priest shall value him according to what the vower 
                  can afford.” 

Sometimes, an individual found himself unable to “buy back” his pledge due to poverty. He was then 
required to present himself to the priest who would determine what the person could afford. God’s 
Levitical Law allowed for mercy. The “fee schedule” given by God was not meant to be onerous- He 
understood sometimes men would bite off more than they could chew. God cared more about a person’s 
heart than about his money. 

It doesn’t matter to God how much or how little you have to give. He cares more about the heart that 
makes the offering: 

      Mark 12:41-44-“ And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into  
                                   the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums.  

                                  And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. 

                                     And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor 
                                  widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box.  

                                  For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 
                                  everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
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WHAT HAVE YOU PLEDGED TO GOD? 

HAVE YOU BITTEN OFF MORE THAN YOU CAN CHEW? 

WHY DID YOU PLEDGE IT TO GOD? 

Lev 27:9-13-“If the vow is an animal that may be offered as an offering to the Lord, all of it that he 
                       gives to the Lord is holy.  

                       He shall not exchange it or make a substitute for it, good for bad, or bad for good; and if 
                       he does in fact substitute one animal for another, then both it and the substitute shall be 
                       holy.  

                       And if it is any unclean animal that may not be offered as an offering to the Lord, then 
                       he shall stand the animal before the priest,  

                       and the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall be.  

                       But if he wishes to redeem it, he shall add a fifth to the valuation.” 

Next God gave His rules regarding the pledging of animals designated for the offerings. These animals 
were delivered to the sanctuary by the one making a vow and later sold by the priests to those worshipers 
who required them for the sacrificial altar. The money was then used to sustain the Sanctuary. Once a 
“clean” (“unblemished”) animal was presented to the priests, it was considered “holy” and it could not be 
redeemed- it had to be sacrificed on the altar.  

Any later attempted substitution of one “clean” animal for another was prohibited. Once a “clean” animal 
was designated in the vow, the decision regarding the animal was irrevocable. If a substitute was even 
offered, the penalty required that both animals be sacrificed.  

However, if the priests found that the the animal presented by the one making a vow was “unclean,” then 
it could still be used by the priests for common purposes or sold to anyone at a valuation determined by 
the priest. While anyone could purchase the animal, if its former owner redeemed it, he had to also pay a 
twenty percent penalty because he was taking back an animal  he had previously promised to the Lord.   
   
What we give to the Lord belongs to the Lord. When we give it with a “clean” heart, our offerings are 
accepted by God and are His alone to do with as He pleases. There can be no strings attached to our 
offerings and no later substitutions- once given, it no longer belongs to us. Since God gave us everything 
we possess anyway, returning it to God seems only appropriate. 

DO YOU GIVE WITH STRINGS ATTACHED? 

DO YOU GIVE OUT OF COMPULSION?  

 DO YOU GIVE WILLINGLY? 
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Lev 27:14-15-“When a man dedicates his house as a holy gift to the Lord, the priest shall value it as  
                         either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand.  

                          And if the donor wishes to redeem his house, he shall add a fifth to the valuation price, 
                          and it shall be his.” 

God next issued His Laws regarding one’s vows regarding possessions. If one wished to make a pledge of 
his house (and those possessions contained within), the priest was to assess its worth. The priest’s 
valuation was to stand- there would be no haggling over the price.  Once accepted, it then became a holy 
offering to the Lord. Upon sale of the house, the proceeds would go into the coffers of the Sanctuary. If 
the person making the vow wished to repurchase it himself, he had to add  “a fifth to the valuation price” 
and could then redeem it.   

What is your most prized material possession? Is it your home, your car, your boat, your…? Has it 
become so important in your life that it has become an idol? God gives us possessions to enjoy; not to 
worship. If it has become a hinderance to your relationship with God then it is time to get rid of it. 
Cleanse your heart of your idol and give it over to God- He will know what to do with it.   

WHAT IS YOUR MOST PRIZED MATERIAL POSSESSION? 

HAS IT BECOME AN IDOL? 

HAVE YOU EVER GOTTEN RID  OF AN IDOL? 

Lev 27:16-19-“If a man dedicates to the Lord part of the land that is his possession, then the valuation  
                         shall be in proportion to its seed. A homer of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels  
                         of  silver. 

                         If he dedicates his field from the year of jubilee, the valuation shall stand,  

                         but if he dedicates his field after the jubilee, then the priest shall calculate the price 
                         according to the years that remain until the year of jubilee, and a deduction shall be  
                         made from the valuation.  

                         And if he who dedicates the field wishes to redeem it, then he shall add a fifth to its  
                         valuation price, and it shall remain his.” 

Next, God delivered His rules regarding the vowing of land. Actually, an Israelite owner could not really 
pledge his land because it was a permanent possession that could never depart from his family. But he 
could pledge a portion of the produce from the land based on the valuation of the amount of seed 
necessary to produce it (as well the number of years until the Year of Jubilee).  

A value of fifty shekels was placed upon the amount of harvest that could be sowed with a “homer” of 
barley seed (six and a half bushels); but those fifty shekels were payment for the full fifty years of 
harvests between Jubilees. Therefore, the redemption price was one shekel per year based upon the time 
remaining until the Jubilee. If “he who dedicated the field” wished to redeem it, then he had to also “add 
a fifth to its valuation price,” and the harvest remained in his possession. 
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Just as seed represented harvest in Levitical Law, what we sow is a representation of what we can expect 
to reap. Scripture is replete with warnings about being careful with what we sow. Sowing the corruption 
of our flesh reaps moral decay (Gal 6:7-8), sowing iniquity reaps troubles (Job 4:8), sowing injustice 
reaps calamity (Prov 22:8), and sowing the wind of nothingness reaps a whirlpool of waste (Hosea 8:7).   

God wants what we sow to reap a wonderful harvest. When we seek the Lord, we will reap His steadfast 
love and His righteousness will rain down upon us (Hos 10:12). One who sows the Spirit of God will reap 
eternal life (Gal 6:8).We are instructed to never grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap 
the harvest of those deeds, if we do not give up (Gal 6:9). But, regardless of what sow, we should always 
be careful. The apostle Paul said it best: 

      2 Cor 9:6-“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows  
                         bountifully will also reap bountifully.”  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO REAP WHAT YOU SOW? 

HAVE YOU REAPED WHAT YOU HAVE SOWN? 

DO YOU SOW SPARINGLY OR BOUNTIFULLY? 

HOW?  

Lev 27:20-21-“But if he does not wish to redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to another man, it  
                          shall not be redeemed anymore.  

                         But the field, when it is released in the jubilee, shall be a holy gift to the Lord, like a 
                         field that has been devoted. The priest shall be in possession of it.” 

On rare occasions, the person making the vow of the harvest decided not to redeem it either because he 
didn’t care enough for his inheritance or because he unscrupulously leased the land to another person 
instead of turning it over to the sanctuary as promised. Whereas at the Jubilee all land usually reverted 
back to its original owner, the penalty for this devious act was the individual lost his right to redemption. 
At the Jubilee, the field became a  “holy gift to the Lord,”  and the priests would retain possession of it. 

The reason for this exception to the rules of Jubilee was to oblige every land owner to redeem his 
property or to at least encourage his nearest relative to do so. The inheritance God gave each Israelite 
upon entering the land was not intended to ever be lost due to the iniquity of a broken vow.   

What promises have you broken to family, friends, and acquaintances? What promises have you broken to 
God? Did you break those promises out of apathy, neglect or deviousness? Regardless of the reason, 
breaking  promises erodes trust and negatively affect our relationships- even with God. A wise man once 
said: 

       “It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay” (Ecclesiastes 5:5). 

 But an even wiser “man” taught,   

      “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil” (Mat 5:37). 
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WHAT PROMISES HAVE YOU BROKEN? 

DID YOU BREAK THOSE PROMISES OUT OF APATHY, NEGLECT, OR DEVIOUSNESS? 

HOW DID THAT BROKEN PROMISE ERODE TRUST? 

Lev 27:22-25-“If he dedicates to the Lord a field that he has bought, which is not a part of his  
                         possession,  

                        then the priest shall calculate the amount of the valuation for it up to the year of jubilee, 
                        and the man shall give the valuation on that day as a holy gift to the Lord.  

                        In the year of jubilee the field shall return to him from whom it was bought, to whom the  
                        land belongs as a possession.  

                        Every valuation shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary: twenty gerahs shall  
                        make a shekel.” 

If an individual leased a parcel of land from another Israelite and wanted to pledge the harvest from that 
land, the priest had to determine the value of the offering. As all leases could last only until the next 
Jubilee, the priest assessed the value based on the time remaining until that Jubilee. Additionally, the 
monetary assessment was to be based only on the “Sanctuary Shekel.”  

This particular shekel was one of three types used in ancient times- the Temple or Sanctuary Shekel 
(standardized by the Levitical priesthood), the “Common Shekel” (used by merchants), and the heavy 
“Royal Shekel” (of kings). The Sanctuary Shekel was worth twenty “gerahs” (a single gerah weighing 
0.57 grams of silver). The Sanctuary or Temple Shekel was believed to be about twice the weight of the 
ordinary Common Shekel. The Sanctuary Shekel was specified because dishonest manipulation of weights 
and scales was a common practice in ancient times.  

      Prov 20:23-“Unequal weights are an abomination to the Lord, and false scales are not good.” 

Standardization of weights and measures is critical to a functioning society. Today, even our time is 
regulated by the International Atomic Time (TAI) that tells us at which speed our clocks should tick (this 
atomic clocks deviates only 1 second every 100 million years). We depend on standardization in every 
aspect of our daily lives. 

Standardization is also important to God. In fact, He gave us His ultimate standard- our Bible. It’s 
authoritative because it speaks only Truth. Those who reject this standard are only deceiving themselves 
and others with their false scales.  

      2 Tim 3:16-17-“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
                                correction, and for training in righteousness,  

                                that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
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WHAT ARE STANDARDS? 

WHY ARE THEY IMPORTANT? 

HOW IS SCRIPTURE THE ULTIMATE STANDARD? 

Lev 27:26-27-“But a firstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the Lord, no man may  
                         dedicate; whether ox or sheep, it is the Lord's.  

                         And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back at the valuation, and add a fifth 
                         to it; or, if it is not redeemed, it shall be sold at the valuation.” 

Because firstborn animals were already the property of God, they could not be offered in a vow (Ex 
13:12). However, if it was found to be “unclean” (blemished), then the individual who presented the 
animal could buy it back with a twenty per cent penalty added. If he didn’t redeem it himself, then the 
animal was sold to another at only the valuation assigned by the priest. The money then went into the 
treasury of the Tabernacle.  

We cannot give away something we have only borrowed; we must return it to its rightful owner. The 
command to offer firstborns was a reminder that God owns everything. We are only caretakers of His 
possessions. We should be careful not to exceed our authority in pledging what only belongs to God. He 
wants us to be good stewards of what he puts under our control and He expects a good return on His 
investments: 

      Mat 25:20-21-“And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more,  
                               saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’  
                               His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful  
                               over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’” 

WHAT HAVE YOU BORROWED FROM GOD? 

WHAT DO YOU NEED TO RETURN TO GOD? 

ARE YOU A GOOD STEWARD OF WHAT GOD HAS GIVEN YOU? 

HOW ARE YOU A GOOD STEWARD? 

Lev 27:28-"But no devoted thing that a man devotes to the Lord, of anything that he has, whether man 
                    or beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is most  
                    holy to the Lord,” 

To “devote” something to the Lord was a step further than merely consecrating something by a vow. Here, 
the Hebrew term “devote”  carried the meaning of adding a “curse” upon one’s self if the pledge was put 
to any use other than that for which it was intended. This curse was his solemn utterance intended to 
invoke God’s power to inflict harm or punishment on the individual for failing to follow through with his 
promise. This sort of vow was irrevocable- it could not be redeemed or sold. The pledge had to be carried 
out to its completion- it was “most holy to the Lord”  
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For Christians, the curse for the failure of not keeping our promises has been erased by Christ’s sacrifice 
on the cross. Our transgressions are no longer hanging over us. But that doesn’t mean we no longer have 
an obligation to fulfill the purpose God has given us. We’re always to give ourselves over fully to the 
work of the Lord:  

      1 Cor 15:58- “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in  
                              the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 

WHAT IS YOUR OBLIGATION TO GOD? 

ARE YOU GIVING YOURSELF OVER TO THE WORK OF THE LORD? 

HOW? 

Lev 27:29-“No one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction from mankind, shall be ransomed; he  
                    shall surely be put to death.” 

The phrase “devoted for destruction from mankind” had the meaning of being “accursed” to suffer the 
penalty of death. A convict could not escape execution- he had to face the penalty for his crime. Those 
whom the Levitical courts designated for capitol punishment (murderers, sodomites, and idolaters) were 
not permitted to be redeemed.   

Though our courts today certainly have God’ permission to inflict capitol punishment, that right comes 
with solemn responsibilities. The punishment must fit the crime (Ex 21:23-25), there must be a certainty 
of guilt (Deut 17:6; Num 35:30), there had to have been malicious intent (Nu 35:22-24), due process has 
to take place (Num 35; Deut 17), and there should be a certain reluctance to administer the punishment 
(Ezek 33:11).  

A criminal might not be saved from his punishment on this earth; but that does not mean God cannot 
redeem his transgressions. Even the repentant thief next to Jesus on the cross, though not saved from 
execution, was indeed redeemed from God’s ultimate punishment reserved for all who do not believe in in 
His Son. We will see him in Heaven.  

      Luke 24:39-43-“One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 
                                 Christ? Save yourself and us!”  

                                 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
                                 same sentence of condemnation?  

                                 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man  
                                 has done nothing wrong.”  

                                 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

                           And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
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DO SECULAR COURTS HAVE GOD’S PERMISSION TO EXECUTE CRIMINALS? 

WHY? 

WHAT DUTY DOES THE COURT HAVE TO THE ACCUSED? 

WHY DOES GOD REDEEM THOSE THAT THE WORLD CONSIDERS UNREDEEMABLE? 

WHY DID GOD REDEEM YOU? 

Lev 27:30-33-“Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the  
                         Lord's; it is holy to the Lord.  

                         If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it.  

                         And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the 
                         herdsman's staff, shall be holy to the Lord.  

                         One shall not differentiate between good or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for  
                         it; and if he does substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall  
                         not be redeemed.” 

Tithing (giving a tenth of everything to the Lord) was an ancient practice going back as far as the time of 
Abraham (Gen 14:20; 28:22). A tithe was an automatic giving of a tenth of one’s increase (in whatever 
form that might take) in addition to all other offerings and vows. It was a yearly “rent” which the 
Israelites, as tenants, paid to God, the owner of their land.  Since tithes were usually given in the form of 
animals or produce (but later more often in coins), a person could redeem some of his tithed animals or 
produce (prior to handing them over to the priests) by paying their equivalent in money plus a twenty 
percent surcharge. 

However, He was forbidden from selectively choosing the crops or animals designated for the tithe- it was 
to be random. He was not obligated to pick out the best portions; nor was he permitted to pick out the 
worst portions. Chosen animals were simply counted by making them pass in a single file out of an 
enclosure and marking each tenth animal for the tithe. Once handed over to the priests, no substitution  or 
redemption could be made- they were considered “holy.”  

Though the principle of tithing was present in the New Testament (Mat 23:23), it never explicitly applied 
to Christians. Instead, we’re called to give freely in response to the Christ’s Gospel of “good news.” We 
are no longer under the Law, but under Grace. That should make us even more generous with what God 
has so graciously given to us: 

      2 Cor 9:7-“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or  
                         under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

WHAT IS A TITHE? 

WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN’S OBLIGATION TO TITHE? 

HOW SHOULD A CHRISTIAN GIVE? 

WHAT SHOULD A CHRISTIAN GIVE? 
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Lev 27:34-“These are the commandments that the Lord commanded Moses for the people of Israel on  
                    Mount Sinai.” 

This concluded the issuance of God’s Levitical Laws handed down to Moses on Mt Sinai. These edicts 
were His commands; not His recommendations. Every Israelite was expected to follow them to the letter 
for both the benefit of the nation as a whole and for each of them individually. God had delivered the 
Israelites out of slavery in Egypt and was about to take them on an arduous journey to be filled with many 
ups and downs. Their absolute obedience was required.  

As Christians, we are called to not just study God’s Word, but to obey God’s Word. It does us no good to 
have an intellectual knowledge of our Bible without a resulting call to action- we must allow God’s Word 
to penetrate both our hearts and minds. We’re no longer under Levitical Law but under the Grace offered 
by Christ’s death on the cross. Our salvation and eternal home is guaranteed by belief in God’s Son. Let 
us honor that gift by being doers, not just hearers, of God’s Word.   

     James 1:22-“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

WHY DO YOU STUDY GOD’S WORD? 

HOW DO YOU STUDY GOD’S WORD? 

ARE YOU A HEARER OR A DOER OF GOD’S WORD? 
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Leviticus- Law and Order- One Nation Under God

CONCLUSION 

Hopefully you now have a better understanding of God’s blueprint for nation building. God freed the 
Israelites from generations of slavery in Egypt to establish a nation ruled by Him and Him alone. He 
created the principles necessary for the nation to thrive. Today, the Book of Leviticus can be used as a 
template to examine God’s plan for a righteous nation. But, more importantly, it points to the need for 
redemption from our own misguided ways.   

The first seven chapter of this remarkable book demonstrates man’s need for God. It teaches that, without 
God as the foundation, both the individual and collective efforts of mankind will always fail to obtain 
righteousness. Sin separates man from God. God used the Levitical Sacrificial Offerings as a means for 
the Israelites to reconcile with Him when their actions went awry. These offerings  foreshadowed Jesus as 
the substitutionary sacrifice for our own sins. 

The next three chapters outlines God’s design for a just and moral government. To become a great nation, 
God united His people with a common set of values and ideals. He then trained, molded, and tested 
individuals who’d lead the nation using these principles. God’s Word was to be the definitive and final 
arbiter of all rules and regulations and His instructions were to be followed to the letter. These chapters  
demonstrate the absolute necessity of selecting governmental leaders committed to following God’s 
direction.   

Next came God’s Laws. They were designed to separate His people from the influences of the world and 
to protect them from the corruption of their own sinful natures. But Levitical Law also had another 
purpose- to demonstrate fallen man’s inability to adhere to it. God’s Law was given in order that man 
would have both a knowledge of sin and the realization of the need for repentance from those sins.   

Finally, because God is holy, He demanded His people be holy. They were to be set apart from the 
corruption of the world. These ending chapters give us insight into the essence of God we’re instructed to 
emulate. We’re commanded to mirror God’s qualities in our hearts, our thoughts, and our actions.  Though 
we can never attain holiness on our own, the Holy Spirit works in us to make us more like God over time. 
He convicts us of our sins, brings us to repentance, and leads us to the mercy of Jesus. 

Every book in our Bible is meant to teach us more about God and give us His roadmap to righteousness. 
This great book is as relevant today as it was to the Israelites of ancient times. My prayer is that you will 
take what you’ve learned from this course and diligently strive to make our country what God has always 
desired it to be:  

“One Nation Under God, Indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for All.” 

  

                                                                 Thank you for once again joining me in discovering God’s Word, 

                                                                                                                                                    Steve Glaser
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