
 

 

  
 

About Face ! 
Lesson 5 

July 5, 2020 
 

 
BOTTOM LINE:  
God loves you! 
 
MEMORY VERSE:  
“By using Scripture, the servant of God can be completely prepared to do every good thing.” 2 Timothy 
3:17 (NIrV)  
 
 
There are many parts to a soldier’s uniform designed to protect them from harm. Soldiers wear helmets 
and body armor. They also wear camouflage to help them hide. One very important piece of equipment 
that’s often overlooked by civilians is footwear. Soldiers need sturdy, strong boots that can not only 
handle the wear and tear of marching and training, but the elements. Boots need to protect soldiers from 
extreme temperatures, moisture, and other environmental challenges that can do damage to a soldier’s 
feet. A good pair of boots can save a soldier’s feet from serious harm! 
  
We give soldiers good equipment because we care for them. God gave His Son, Jesus, because He 
cares for us. God loves you so much! In fact, God loves us so much that He sent His only Son to save us 
from sin. God wants us to do an about face, to turn away from sin, and follow Jesus.  
If you visit an Army base, especially training camp, you’re going to see soldiers marching. Soldiers are 
taught to march with precision. They move not as a group of people, but as one unit. The men and 
women marching together may come from different states, different ethnic groups, and different 
backgrounds, but when they join the Army, they learn to follow commands and march as one. 
  
Every marching unit has a leader, and when the leader barks out a command, the marchers obey in 
unison. Soldiers learn to respond to these commands instinctively, from “Atten-HUT!” to “Dismissed!” If a 
drill sergeant says, “Right face,” they turn to the right. If the sergeant calls, “Left face,” they turn left. And if 
the sergeant calls, “About face,” they spin 180 degrees and move in the opposite direction. 



 

 

  
For a soldier, “About face,” is a command they follow without fail. It’s not a big deal. They are taught to 
pivot on their feet in unison with their unit and keep on marching. There’s no option, no choice to keep 
moving forward. They turn, they obey, they go in the opposite direction. 
  
God is calling all of us to make an about face as well. He wants us to make the choice freely, and He has 
a good reason to ask us to make this choice. As we learned last week, we are all sinners. Sin is bad 
because it has separated us from God. We are all born moving in one direction that leads us toward 
sin and away from God. God wants us to make an about face to follow Him. 
  
As bad as sin is, we know God is good. God has a better plan for us, and that plan is possible because of 
today’s Bible Basic: God loves us! God knew there was no way we could save ourselves, and He loved 
us enough to send Jesus to make a way for us to make an about face. 
 
READ JOHN 3:16-21 
 
God sent Jesus to make a way for us to turn from sin. Jesus is the light, and anyone who follows the light 
away from sin will have eternal life. As we learned last week, there’s no amount of hard work we can do 
to save ourselves. Jesus made a way for us, and if we believe in Him and repent of our sin, we will have 
eternal life. 
  
Unlike soldiers marching in formation, the decision to make this about face is up to us. God is not going to 
force anyone to turn from sin, but He has done everything He can to persuade you to make that decision. 
God loves you. He has held nothing back, not even the life of his only Son, to save you. Are you ready to 
make an about face? 
 
 
There’s a reason John 3:16 is the most quoted, most memorized, most beloved Bible verse in the Bible. It 
sums up the reason Jesus came, and it sums up the message of the Bible. Putting together all the basics 
we have learned, it goes like this. Sin is bad and has separated us from God, but the God who made 
us is good and He loved us enough to send His only Son to save us. Because of Jesus, we can 
turn from sin, have a relationship with God, and live forever with Him.  
  
The rest of our scripture today, verses 17-21, are not as often read as John 3:16, but they build on the 
final part of that verse. Yes, God loves us. Yes, Jesus died for us. Yes we can be saved. But the 
decision to be saved is ours. We have been given a chance to turn from the darkness of sin to the light 
of Jesus. We don’t have to earn it or work for it. We can accept it by accepting Jesus as our Savior. No 
one can make that choice for you except you.  
  
Many years ago, the United States government used to draft people into the Armed Forces. If your 
birthdate was pulled in a lottery, you had to join up. You had to go through boot camp. You had to learn to 
drill. You had to learn to march, and when the sergeant called “About Face!” you obeyed orders.  
  
Becoming a believer is strictly voluntary. As God chose to love us, He wants us to choose to love Him. 
You can’t force someone to love you back, and that’s why God gave us that choice. He is your Creator. 
He is good. He loves you so much, He made a way to save you from the darkness of sin. The decision is 
all yours to make.  
 
Are you ready to turn away from darkness? Are you ready to walk in the light? If you want to become a 
Christian and begin following Jesus, this is your invitation to make an about face! 
 
 
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER: 
Dear God, Thank you for your amazing love. In Jesus’ name, Amen 


